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PREFACE. 


* 

THE Works of our aiicient dramatic wri- 
ters have differed a very long, and, fomc 
few excepted, a very general negleft. Though 
poflefied of innumerable beauties, they have 
been known in fp imperfedt a manner, that 
their very names have almoft efcaped the readers 
of the prefent times. The merits of writers 
are not always to be eftirnated from the re- 
putation which they bear with the publick. 
Accident and caprice contribute to advance 
fome authors above their due rank ; and the 
fame caufes as frequently deprefs below their 
proper Rations, others who are intitled to a 
fuperior degree of regard. The truth of thefe 
obfervations might be HI u ft rated by instances 
i without number. Many productions have 
^ been at firft coldly received, which after- 
^ wards have met with the higheft applaufe. 
4 Some have been praifed and negle&ed i while 
; others, from a concurrence of circumftaaces 
10 Vol. I. b in 
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in which excellence hath had no concern, 
have for a time acquired a (hare of favour 
which they have been unable to retain. Such 
hath been the revolution of tafte, that not a 
few works have- been both applauded and con- 
demned by the fame perfons ; and this will be 
efteemed the lefs extraordinary, when it is con- 
fidered how many, who pronounce on the 
beauties or defefts of authors, decide without 
any previous knowledge of what they ap- 
prove or cenfure, how many rely on the opinion 
of others, and &ow few are capable of exer- 
cifing any jucjgefnspt of their own. 

To whatever caufeit is to be afcribed, there 
can be no qiie^ion but that the works of thole 
who flqurifhecfan the reigns of Qu^en Elizabeth 
and her fucceflbr were not. until lately much 
ftudied ; and the dramatic poets were not lefs 
neele&ed than their contemporary brethren. 
Even thofe who "are now held in the greateft 

* reverence were pot exempt from the fame con- 
temptuous treatment, and in confequence of it 
we're aTmoft fuffercd to fink into oblivion and 
obfeurity, . M^ny parts of Shaklpeare, the God 
of our prefent idolatry, and fome whole Plays, 
remained involved in all the darknefs which 
a change of manners and cuftoms in the lapfe 
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of near two centuries had occafioned ; and 
the reputation which our favourite Author pof- 
fefied depended in fome degree on the fre- 
quent representation of a very few of his plays at 
the theatres. How little he was read may be 
feen by the example of Sir Richard Steele, who 
does not appear to have been acquainted with 
fo popular a play as The Taming of a Shrew \ 

To account for fo general a difregard to- 
wards the early writers for the ftage may not be 
an eafy talk, though it would not be difficult to 
prove the injuftice of it. Many caufes are to 
be afligned. The fanaticifm, which prevailed 
about the middle of the laft century, had a fatal 
influence over the theatre for fome time. The 
intemperance of religious zeal carried deftruc- 
tion along with it wherever the works of tafte 
were to be met with j and its dominion continued 
fo long, that few of the dramatic poets; who 
flourifiied when the civil wars broke out, re- 
mained at the Reiteration. The convulfions of 
the times, which had interrupted all kind of di- 
versions, produced alfo a change in the manners 
of the people ; and thofe who adhered to mo- * 
narchy, on their return from exile, broughp 
home with them a fondnefs for the French 

* See laft Edition of Shakfpearc, vol. III. p. £36. 
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fchool, which foon fuperfeded and funk into 
difrepute the rude, but nervous, productions of 
their -predeceffors. Thofe who obtained the 
direction of dramatic entertainments at this 
period, had alfo been banifhed from their count 
try, and ' had acquired the fame tafte. Regu- 
larity therefore took place of the wild native ef* 
forts of genius, which were foon driven from the 
ftage ; the contemporaries and immediate fuc- 
ceffors of Shakl^earc became obfolete, tbt hu- 
mour which they poflefled was loft, and all the ai? 
lufions, which depended Qn tempbrary/circum- 
ftances, being forgotten, grew taftelefs and infi- 
pid. The refinements of French manners alfq> 
freatec} a difguft at the coarfepefs which w^s com- 
mon in the converfation df our forefathers ; and, - 
though there was no improvement in the piorais 
of the people, it muft be acknowledged, that ^n 
affe&ation of delicacy reigned, totally incon- 
fifterit with thofe grofs and vulgar modes of exj- 
^>reffion fo frequently to be found in ancient 
writers* 

The iirft attempts .in any art are always rude 
- ami imperfect, more "calculated to exercife the 
fagacity of an antiquary, than to gratify a tafte 
rendered delicate by being accu#Qtne4 to the 
improvements which luxury and richef intro- 
duce. The polifh of modern fafhions ill agrees 
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vith the barbarity of ancient manners. The 
early efforts of our anceftors in the dramatic 
walk wCre therefore foon laid afide : their pic- 
tures of human life were exchanged for fcenes 
difpbying the follies of the day ; which in their 
turn have Submitted to the fame fate, being at 
this time as little adapted to furnilh an even- 
ing's entertainment at the theatre, as / many of 
the forgotten dramas in the prefent volumes. 
Congreve, Vanbrugh, and Cibbcr, now exhibit 
characters almoft as obfolete as thofe of Ben 
Jonfon, or Beaumont and Fletcher; and if 
fach names as the latter cannot enfure a con- 
tinuance of fame, the Dekkars, Middletons, 
Chapmans,* and Marftons, their contempo- 
raries, muft give up their claim to immortality 
without a murmur. 

It is a misfortune which muft attend all who 
write for the ftage, that their happieft exertions 
in delineating life and manners lofe their force 
in the courfe of a few years,, and the more 
faithfully they are painted, the fooner their 
colouring dies away. The whimfical caprices 
of fafhion are perpetually changing, and, as they 
pafs daily before our eyes, feldom leave any 
memorial of their exiftence. They fometimes 
are almoft literally the children of a day * and 
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when they expire, fo much of the attra&ion as 
depends on fuch tranfient circumftances is ne~ 
ceflarily loft. That no fmall ftrefs is laid on 
what cannot be long relilhed, may be feen by 
the pradtice of modern writers. It may be 
afked, who has with with more fuccefs than the 
late Mr. Foote eatcbed the fleeting Cynthia of a 
minute ? whofe dramatic pieces afforded more 
fatisfa&ion on the ftage I Yet, with all that un- 
equaled facility of transferring characters from 
life to the theatre which he poflefTed, his works 
are already laid afide, and muft, if they are re- 
membered a century hence, be indebted to the 
induftry of foftie painful fearcher into antiquity 
for recovering loft allufions and forgotten fads. 
The truth is, there are few but prefer the ap~ 
plaufe of thofe they live with to the approbation 
of fucceeding times. Their reprefentations 
therefore are often fo clofely conneded with 
the flu&uattons of fafhion, that it has fome- 
times been neceiTary for an author to be his 
own commenrator. Cibber lived to fee the 
charafters of his own coxcombs become obfo- 
lete ; and, not very late in life \ was obliged to 
point out the diftin&ion between the fops he had 
drawn, and the new race of thefe iniignificant 
beings which had fprung up to fucceed them. 

* See \\ is Apology, p. 303. edit. 1750, 
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Can it then be wondered at, that we no longer 
receive pleafure from the exhibition of the Fop- 
pingtons and Faihions, -which afforded fo much 
entertainment to the frequenters of our theatres 
at the beginning- of this century ? That the 
charm is now Idft, muft'be felt every time thefc 
characters appear on the ftage. The humour 
of them is fo interwoven with f alb ions now no 
longer familiar, that fome late attempts to adapt 
them to modern manners have only contributed 
to deftroy the 1 remains of fpirit and meaning 
which were left in them. 

If -the works of writers fo near our own days 
fo foon lofe their effedt, and the reftoration of 
them to the theatre is become a talk of fuch 
difficulty, the exclufion of performances of a 
more remote period will fcarely be confidered as 
a very formidable objection to the merit of them. 
In fatft, the fame caufes have had the fame ef- 
fefts in both cafes ; and at prefent the earlieft 
pieces are likly to be more read, and better un- 
derstood, than even thofe of only fifty years 
ftanding. At a time when deftru&ion feemed 
to threaten moft of the productions of the early 
ftage, and after, it is to be feared, many of 
them were irrecoverably loft, the explanation 
of thofe writers, who may be efteemed the 
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claflks of this country, began to engage the at- 
tention of feme of the ab left writers of the. prer 
lent times. Struck with the abfurd alterations 
and wild conje&ures of critics, who mangled, 
and disfigured their authors, inftead of etaci* 
dating their obfeurity, they determined to fearch. 
into contemporary writers for ~ a folution of 
filch doubts as had been created chiefly by. 
time. The fuccefs which attended their en- 
quiries foon fhewed the neceffity of an ac- 
quaintance with works which had until then 
been overlooked, to obtain a perfect knowledge 
of fome of our moft efteemed authors. It 
ihewed alfo, that many beauties had long re- 
mained unknown and unnoticed; that fame 
had not always accompanied worth ; and that 
thofe who wifhed for information concerning 
ancient manners would not be able to obtain 
it fo well from any other fource. 

When the value of fuch kind of performances 
became known, other difficulties arofe ; the ma- 
terials, Vhich were to anfwer thefe excellent 
purpoles, were not to be obtained by thofe who 
were beft able to make ufe of them. Works, 
whiGh ceafe to be popular, are in a (hort time 
deftroyed ; the fugitive pieces of ajl ages would 
foon perilh, on account, of the flender form 
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of their publication* if they were not from 
tune to time colle&ed and pub lifted in a manner 
more likely to enfure their duration. As.tbe 
yfe of fucb collections is now confefifed on all 
hands, ic is to be lamented that care was not 
taken fooner to preferve fuch flight performances 
from the ravages of time and accident. What 
might have been accomplished with the grtateft 
eafe in the laft century is now become an under* 
taking of much difficulty. Many works are to- 
tally loft; fome are already become as valuable 
?s manufcripts. •, and of feveral, the beft editions 
are to be fought after in vain. The induftry 
of a few perfons hath lately been employed, 
with much credit to themfelves, in forming 
colle&ions which have been of Angular ad- 
vantage to the publick, as may be feen in 
fome late publications; ^nd the liberality of 
the prefent age is in nothing more remarkable, 
than in the alacrity with which the pofleflbrs 
of fuch curiofities communicate them to thofe 
who have occafion to confult them. 

.The prefent Volumes were originally compiled 
from the only collection then known to exift, , 
that which had been formed by the Earls, of 
Oxford, This afterwards came into the poffef- 
fion of the late Mr. Gar rick j and, with great ad- 
ditions, hath Gnce been bequeathed by him to Tie 
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Britijh Mufeum. The mention of this gentle* 
tnan's name naturally reminds the Editor, that 
he (hould be deficient in point of gratitude, if 
he omitted to notice the readinefs with which 
he was allowed the free ufe of whatever Mr. 
Garrick's Library contained for the fervice of this 
work. It is- no extravagant compliment to the 
memory of a man, who hath contributed more 
to the public entertainment than any perfon of 
the prefent age -, that in this particular he had, 
as in many other parts of his character, no 
fuperioi*, and fcarcely an equal. His wifti to 
forward any literary undertaking is too well 
known, and hath been too pften acknowledged 
by thofe who were obliged to him, to need any 
eujogium on this fubjeft at prefent ; and his 
death cannot but occafion a figh to arife in the 
breaft of every one who had the happinefs of 
his acquaintance. 

As the publick hath long been in poflcfllon 
of the prefent work, it will perhaps be deemed 
unneceffary to take up the reader's time in 
pointing out the value of what he is about to 
pcrufe. It may, however, be with decency 
aliened, that it is calculated to afford a great 
degree of entertainment to thofe who would be 
acquainted from what flight beginnings the 
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Engllih theatre arofe to its prefent ftate of im- 
provement. It will {hew the progrefs of genius 
in the courfe of more than a century; and it 
will exhibit a fperimen of almoft every author 
who contributed to ■ fupport the ftage during 
that period* The vices and follies, the man- 
ners, cuftoms, fafhions, caprices, and purfuits, 
of our anceftors, will here pafs in review before 
us; and in fo lively a manner, that he who 
would draw a comparifon between the modes 
of Jiving of the prefent and former times may- 
be furnilhed with materials to make his judge- 
ment < from. If he Ihould chance to find any 
thing offenfive to delicacy, he will recoiled: 
the times in which thefe Plays appeared are not 
to be commended for the obfervation of a ftridt' 
decorum. There are many proofs, that the 
courts of Elizabeth, and her two fucceflbrs, 
were extremely licentious in converfation ; and 
it would be vain to expeft a greater degree of 
chaftity at the public theatres, than was to be 
found where Royalty refided, efpecially when 
it is known that each fovereign was in this par- 
ticular highly cenfurable. 

The firft Edition of the prefent Volumes was 
one of the many excellent plans produced by 
the late Mr. Robert Dodfley, a man to whom 
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literature is under fo many, obligations, that it 
would be unpardonable to flegled this oppor- 
tunity of informing thofe who may have re- 
ceived any pleafure from the work, that they 
owe it to a perfon whofe merit and abilities 
raifed him from an obfeure fituation in life to 
affluence and independence. Modeft, fenfible, 
and humane, he retained the virtues which firft 
brought him into notice,, after he had obtained 
wealth fufficient to fatisfy every wifh which 
could arife from the poffeffion of it. He was 
a generous friend, ah encouragcr of men of 
genius; and acquired the efteem and refpe<Sb 
of all who were acquainted with Kim. It was 
his happinefs to pafs the greater part of his life 
with thofe whofe names will be revered by 
pofterity ; by moft of whom he was loved as 
much for the virtues of his heart, as he was ad- 
mired on account of his excellent writings. 
After a life fpent in the exercife of every focial 
duty, he fell ar martyr to the gout, at the houfe 
of a friend 3 , in the year 1764, when he had 
nearly arrived at the age of 6 1 years. 

From this digreflion, if it may be called one, 
let us return to what introduced it, the former 
edition of this collection. It hath been cufto- 

3 Mr. Spence, at Durham. 
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isary with thofc who. have given ninv editions 
of works which Have exercifed the . abilities of 
other perfons, to bervfcry diffuse in pointing out 
the defefts of their predeceflbrs, and to dwelt 
with great ftti$fa£tion on miftakes, which the 
rooft careful editors cannot avoid falling into. 
This praftice is the more to be condemned, as 
every jperfbn, who has had *any concern in un- 
dertakings of this kind, njuft be Convinced of 
che fallibility of all claims to unerring perfe&ioiv 
When Mr. Dodfley undertook the prefent 
publication, the duties of an editor of Englifh 
wQrks were not fo v/ell unde*ftood as they.havp 
been fince. The collation of copies had not at 
that time been pra&ifed in any cafe that . the 
editor is informed of (for it is certain neither 
Theobald, nor any other editor of Shakfpeare, 
nor either of the gentlemen who had publiftieU 
Chaucer or Spenfer, had any claim to praife 
on this account), and 9 knowledge of the 
writings Of contemporary authors was ftill lefs 
deemed neceffary. In confequence of thefe 
falfe ideas of the requifites which an editor 
ought to pofiefs, there are fome imperfeftions 
in the former edition, which would have been 
avoided had the fame perfon lived to fupeN 
intend a republication of hi$ work. One of 
thefe faults arofe from his reliance on the firft 
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copy of a (day; ibmetimes the mod erroneous 
one, which chance put into his hand ; but the 
mod material was from his want of ac- 
quaintance with the literature of the laft cen- 
tury. This latter circumftance occafioned 
many words and phrafes which were obfcure, or 
not underftood, to be changed for others more fa* 
miliar and intelligible. As fidelity in publi&- 
ing any author is an indifpenfable quality in an 
editor, the liberty which Mr. Dodfley ventured 
upon is certainly not to be defended or exculed. 
His feveral innovations have therefore been 
filently rejmoved, without burthening the page 
with an unneceflary note, except where the 
words reftored required an explanation. The 
different copies, by which the prefent edition 
has been collated, are fet down at the end of 
each play. 

In printing the text, the Editor hath been 
careful not to fall into the error of his pre- 
deceflbr, and therefore hath fcarcely ever in- 
dulged himfelf in alterations from cohje&ure. 
The many experiments of this kind, which 
were made by the firft editors of Shakfpeare 
and other writers, and the futility of them all, 
as hath appeared from the enquiries pf later com- 
mentators, have fufficiently convinced him, that 
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fmh a mode of getting rid of the difficulties 
which occur in ancient writers is more ad- 
cabled 10 Ihcw the boWnefs of the critic, 
thaa to give credit to his knowledge, either of 
die authors, or the habits, fafhions, humours, 
or cuftoens, of former times. He hath, there* 
fae» in not more than two or three inftaoces, de» 
parted from the text, and never without noting 
the variation, that no one who may chufc the 
icjcAed words, or is able to explain them to 
his fatisfafiion, may be obliged to quit the old 
copies, if they (hall be deemed intitled to a pre* 
ference. 

In commenting on the feveral plays, the 
Editor hath generally had recourfe to concern- 
porary writers, for the explanation of words or 
phrafes which are peculiar to the times ; and 
the fame practice hath been oblerved in eluci- 
dating the particular cuftoms which arc referred 
to in the feveral volumes. In the courfe of 
thefe remarks, the reader will fee how much 
the prefent colle&ion hath been indebted to 
the late edition of Shakfpeare. As it cannot 
be expc&ed that many will become purchafers 
of thefe volumes who are not poffefled of that 
work, it hath generally been referred to in the 
courfe of the feveral notes. It would be fome 
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fatiife&on to the Eldkor, if lie eotrid-'fty, that 
all the obfcurities which are to be fbwnd wefle 
completely explained ; and he is fofrry to ad- 
knowledge, that Teveral remain tiriattefejrted. 
They are, however, not very numerous* and 

* 

tr\% ' he thinks, be entitled to the pardon of 
-every candid reader. To throw light oft every 
difiicult paffage in foch a work as the prefent, 
requires more reading than can be expe&ed 
from any one perfon. 

• It was very foon after this colk&ion went to 
the prefs, that the^ Editor became convinced, 
how imperfedtly the talk which he had entered 
tipon tyoUld be performed, if he was to depend 
entirely on his own endeavours; and, very 
fortunately, that aid which he wifticd for was 
offered him, in the politeft manner, by a gen- 
tleman to whom he is under many great obliga- 
tions, befides his communications to this work. 
When it is known, that to^him the publick are 
indebted for all the notes figned with the let- 
ter S, the reader will regret that there are not 
a greater proportion of the whole number un- 
der that fignature. From another gentleman, 
whofe knowledge in antiquarian fubjefts the 
world hath been long acquainted with, the 
notes marked S. P. were received ; and thofe 
2 which 
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which have the letter N annexed to them, art 
fuch observations as occurred to the printer 
of the firffc fix volume* in reading the proof 
ihee«$4 To alt thefe gentlemen the editor 
efteems himfetf much indebted for their kind* 
nefs and attention. From them arifes the prin- 
cipal affiftance he hath to boaft o£ A very 
few notes marked with different letters he 
was favoured with by other friends, to whom 
he begs here to make his acknowledgments* 
And he hath many reafons to flatter himfetf, 
that the commentary would have been mqch 
enlarged from other quarters, if a diffidence o£ 
his abilities for the Undertaking had not de- 
terred him from felicitation. 

There are two alterations in the prefent edi* 
tion from the former^ which he believes will 
tfeed no apology. Thefe are, the arrangement 
of the plays, now changed according to the 
chronological order in which they were pub- 
Mfied; and the removal of fome, which were 
formerly printed, for others which feem to 
have a fairer claim -to being preferved, Some 
of thefe reje&ed pieces have been lately pub- 
Jiflied in a complete edition of one author ; and 
the others are fuch as have been thrown out 
by the advice of a gentleman* whole fentik 
Vol. I* ♦ menp 
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ments concerning them muft be confirmed ' by 
every one who will aflford them a perufal 4 . '.•:• 1 
Befides the notes already mentioned, the 
principal additions are a fuller account of the 
leveral authors than Mr. Dodfley plan al* 
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4 The following is a Lift of the rejected Plays ; 

i.Muftapha, by Lord Brooke, 

2. The Shepherd's Holiday, by Jofeph Rutter. 

3. Th£ City Madam, 
.4. A new Way to pay old Debts, 

-5-. The Guardian^ ^by Maflinger. 

' 6. The Unnatural Combat, 

7. The Pi&ure, 
'. 8. The Loft Lady, by Sir William Barclay. 

9. The Marriage Night, by Lord Falkland. 

10. Love will find out the Way, by T. B. 

This is no more than Shirley's Conftant Mai J. 

1 1. All Miftaken ; or, The Mad Couple, by James Howard. 
l *• The Revenge; or, A Match in Newgate. 

This is Marilon'* Dutch Courtezan, altered by Bettertotu 

Inftead of which are inferted, 

. t. The Firft Part of Jeronymo. 

. 2. The Second Part of the Honeft Whore, by Tho.Dekkar. ' 

' 3. All Fools, by George Chapman. 

4. The Miferies of Inforced Marriage, by Geo. Wilkins. 
^5. Ram Alley, by Lodowick Barry. 

6. The Roaring Girl, by Middleton and Dekker. 

^.^The Four Prentifes of London, by Thomas Heywood. • 

8. The Jew of Malta, by Chriftopher Marlow. 
: q. The Wits, by Sir William Davenanu 

10. Chichevache and Bycorne. 

lowed 
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lewcd v hitti to give. The Riftdry of the 
Stage is.aMb > con armed from the time of the 
Reiteration: to the yew 17 76; but, :in this 
part of the undertaking, a want of , materials 
hath fo often occurred, that the editor is con- 
vinced of the imperfeft* manner intfhich it 
is executed, without being, able to make any 
improvement. in it. He is furprized to find fo 
little has. been written on a fubjeft from<:which 
fo much of. the amufement of life is derived ; 
and, if the flight (ketch now given -> fhould 
tempt any perfon who has more induftry and 
better opportunities of acquiring information 
to complete what Is here left Undone, the editor 
will hot thi^k his 4 time entirely mif-fpent. . 
. How far.the prefent edition of Mr* Dodfley's 
work is calculated to anfwer what the publick 
have a right to demand^ the editor is afraid . to 
refleft on. It was begun at firft merely for 
amufement ; and hath been carried on through 
much ill health, and with many real doubu of 
his ability to finifh it in fuch a manner as to 
merit applaufe. He hath not been feduced by 
vanity fo far. as not to perceive the many de- 
feds which will be found- in his part of thefe ; 
volumes; He is truly ftrtfible of them ; but 
can at the lame time declare, they have not 

c 2 been 
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been cauftd by any relaxation of his eridea- 
vours to render the performance as perfoft as 
he was able. Whatever is the determination 
concerning it (though the fiibjeft is what he 
acknowledges himfelf to fed feme anxiety 
about), he profefies himfelf not to have the 
fligheft inclination to difpute the propriety of 
any cenfure which may be pafle3 oh his labours, 
either ia part, or in die whole. Perfectly fa- 
tisfied with the plfeafure he has received in the 
courfe of this work, he hath no expectation or 
wifh for fame, on account of his concern in it. 
The employment hath been a very agreeable 
one to him. It hath foothed many an hour 
when depreffed by fickneft and pain ; and hath. 
• contributed, in fome meafure, to the happinefs 
of his life, by the opportunity which he hath 
hy means of it enjoyed of becoming known to 
fevcral gentlemen, whole friendship, and ac- 
quaintance he efteems highly honourable to 
him.. To thofe who may be difiatisfied with 
the manner in which this work is conducted, 
he can only fay, that the undertaking appeared 
to him much eafier before he engaged in it, 
than be found afterwards in its progrefs through 
the prefs. He might fafety rely on the candour 
of thofe who have experienced the trouble and 

difficulty 
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difficulty attending fuch performances as the 
prefent; and to thofe who have not, could 
wilh to addrefs himfelf in the words of one 
who had, fays the gentleman who quotes him, 
long laboured in the province of editorial 
drudgery; and who thus appeals to the judge- 
ment and benevolence of the reader : " If thou 
*« ever wert an editor of fuch books, thou wilt 
" have fome compaflion on my failings, being 
" fenfible of the toil of fuch fort of creatures ; 
" and, if thou art not yet an editor, I beg truce 
" of thee till thou art one before thou cenfureft 
" my endeavours." 


c 3 P fc E- 
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T O T H E , 

FIRST EDITION, 

WHEN I firft conceived the defign of 
colle&ing together the beft arid fcarceft 
of our old Plays, I had no intention to do more 
than fearch out the feveral authors, feledt what 
was good from each, and give as correct an 
edition of them as I could. This I thought 
would at once ferve as a fpecimen of the dif- 
ferent merits of the writers, and (hew the hu- 
mours and manners of the times in which they 
lived. But as the publick has been fo kind to 
favour me with much greater encouragement 
than I expected, I thought it my duty to omit 
nothing that might conduce either to the greater 
perfe&ion of the work, or their better enter- 

5 The Notes to this Preface figned D, are thofe originally 
added to it by Mr. Dodfley ; the remainder by the pre- 
fent Editor. 

c a tainment. 
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tain me nt Ic was this confideration which led 
me to think of prefixing to each Play, where 
any materials were to be had, a brief account 
of the life and writings of its author ; and alfo* 
by way of Preface, a fhort hiftorical eflay on 
the rife and progrefs of the Englifh ftage, from 
its earlieft beginnings, to the death of king 
Charles the Fitft, when play-houfes were fup» 
prefled. But in the profecution of both thefe 
defigns I have been fo croffed with a want of 
' materials, that I am afrlid what I intended fhould 
fnerit thanks, muA barely hope for pardon. 

Before I proceed to my principal dcfign, it 
may pot be unentertaining to the reader jufi: to 
cake 9- view of the great fimilariry that appear^ 
in the rife and progrefs of the modern ftage in 
$11 the principal countries of Europe* 

ITALIAN THEATRE. 

The Italian is perhaps the earlieft of the 
tnodern theatres ; nay,, they pretend it was never 
Entirely filent from the imperial times. But 
though there might be fome infipid buffooneries 
performed by idle people drolling about from 
town to town, and a&ing in open and public 
places tp the mob they gathered round them j 
yet they had no poetry till the time of the 

Pro* 
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Prcvtnfois * 9 nor any thing like a theatre, fill 
they began to exhibit the Afyjterks of Religim. 
And thefe, as is affirmed by Oftavio Pmcirolli, 
in his Tefaro Nafcajlo di Roma, begun but 
fwith tjie establishment of the fraternity <Jel Gori- 
falone in the year 1264 ; from the ftattttes of 
which company he quotes the following para- 
graph : c The principal defign of our Fratcr- 

* nity, being to reprefent the paffion of Jefus 
c Chrift ; we ordain, that when the myfteries 

* of the faid paffion are reprefented, our antient 
4 orders be ever obferved ; together with what 

6 Bouche, in his Hiftory of Provence, fays, the Prwenpl 
poets began to be efteemed throughout Europe in the twelfth 
century, and were at the height of their credit about the 
middle of the fourteenth. Their poetry coafifted of Pafto- 
ra!s # Songs, Sonnets, Syrventes and Ven/ons^ i. e. Satires 
and Love-difputes. And in the Hit of their poets are found 
perfons of the fir ft dignity : in particular the emperor 
Frederick the firft, and our king Richard, fur named Occur 
de Lion. This poetry received its fatal ftroke in xke death 
of J©an the Firft # queen of Naples, and countefs of Pro- 
vence ; for neither Lewis the Firli, her adopted fon, nor 
Lewis the Second, his fucceflbr, (hewed any regard to it. 
he Jin de cette Pdefie Jut le Commencement de telk des Itatiens ; 
for all there before Dante were rather rtumers than poets : 
he and Petrarch were Its deux wayes Fontaines de la Poefie 
JtaUienne % mats Fontaines, quiprirent leursjourccs dags la Poefie 
frovencak. pAsopiER Rech. 605. 

a 
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* fhall be prefcribed by the general congrega- 

* tion.' But Crefembini, in his Hiftory of Poe?- 
try, fays, the firft piece of this nature was writ- 
ten by Francis Beliari on the ftory of Abraham 
and Ifaac ; and a&ed at Florence, in the church 
of St. Mary Magdalen, about 1449 ; and that 
about the fame time, or foon after, the Hiftory 
of Chrift's Paffion was firft reprefented in the 
Collifeum at Rome. Thefe two accounts I 
leave to be adjufted by the critics. 

1 

SPANISH TliEATRE, 

The Spanifh Theatre boafts great antiquity ; 
but jt is difficult to fix its precife sera. Their 
firft theatrical pieces were fmall farces of one 
Aft, called Entermifes, or Jordanas, which they 
performed in Thorough-fares, or the moft pub- 
lic places of the towns. The aftion of the 
piece turned upon fome fubjedt of ridiculous 
and low life; which being heightened with 
ftrokes of wit and fatire, and performed with 
antic geftures, made an entertainment not much 
unlike the Latin Mimes. To thefe fucceeded 
what they called the Autos Sacramentales ; 
being- indeed myfteries, but more artificial than 
thofe of the reft of Europe, which were fimple 
reprefentations, while thefe were always allego- 
rical. 
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rical. There are prodigious numbers of them in 
Spain, but thofe of Calderon are reckoned the bpft. 

FRENCH THEATRE. 

r 

* The French pretend to draw the original of 
their drama from the Provenfal poets in the 
thirteenth century. I fuppofe becaufe one 
Nouez, who died in the year 1220, is men- 
tioned by Noftradamus as a good aftor. This 
man, by going about to the houfes of the nobi- 
lity, finging, dancing, and making faces, gained 
not only a good livelihood, but much applaufe. 
He had, they tell us, the art of fpeaking either 
in a man's or woman's key, and by changing 
his accent, gefture, and countenance at pleafare, 
could himfelf perfonate two aftors. Thefe 
kinds of extempore farces, or dialogues, conti- 
nued till they were difplaced by the exhibition 
of the myfteries. The firft, of which we have 
any account, was the myftery of the Paffion, 
reprefented at St. Maur's in 1398. But the 
French Theatre, though it got as early rid of 
thefe barbarities as any other, yet continued 
long very rude and imperfeft, and deftitute of 
all good comedy till the time of Corneille and 
Moliere 5 the former born in 1 606 7 , the latter in 

1 62 1 V 

7 Hedi«d 1684. * He died 1673. 

DUTCH 
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DUTCH THEATRE. 

The Dutch Theatre had its original from 
what they call in that country Reden Rycbkers 
Kamtran, that is, companies or (bcieties of riie* 
toricians and poets, not unlike the academies 
in Italy. The members of thefe focieties were 
■uhe wits of the place, who, when any one was 
married, buried, preferred to an office, &c. 
were applied to for epithalamiums, elegies, or 
panegyric. They alio corapofed theatrical 
pieces, which they afted in the fociety-room ; 
from whence thefe old pieces are called Society 
Plays, as thofe of Italy were called Academy 
Plays. Sometimes the Reden Rycbkers, ox 
Poets of one Village, went to perform their pieces 
at fair-times in another ; which, in its turn, gave 
the firft its Revenge. Sometimes again, the 
Poets of one Village difputed the prize of wit 
with the poets of another, in extempore pieces. 
Thefe kinds of entertainments, if they can be 
properly called theatrical, are faid to be as old 
as the Provinces themfelvest but the moft 
eminent piece of their more reformed theatre 
is, De Speigel der Minne^ the Mirror of Love ; 
written by Colin Van Ryffele, and printed at 
Haerlcn in 1561. The Dutch, like all other 
theatres in their (late of ignorance, had a great 

paflion 
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paffion for the marvdtetfs. In one of their old 
tragedies a princefe has her lover's bead before 
her on a plate : to this (he fits down and ad- 
drefies herfelf, and receives as pertinent anfwers 
as if it had been ft ill upon his (boulders. Rue 
the Dutch Theatre is now more refined ; and, 
ttefe extravagances arc feldom reprefented but 
on forae ftate-holiday, to pleaie the common* 
pe<*|>le. 

GERMAN THEATRE. 

The Germans deduce the firft rife of their 
theatre from the antient bards, who ufed to 
fing the elogies of their heroes ; and I believe; 
with juft as much truth as the French do theirs 
from the Provenfak. To thefe bards, they tell! 
us, fucceeded their Mafter Sanger, that is r 
Matter Singers •, who formed themfelves in%<* 
fecieties in all the principal cities of Germany. 
One of thefe merry focieties is a&ually fubfift- 
iog at Strafburg to this day, compofed of (hoe- 
makers, tay)ors> weavers, millers, &c. who enjoy 
certain privileges, which they pretend .were, 
granted them by Otho the Great and Maximilian 
the; Firft: but neither did thefe attempt any 
thing dramatic till after the fifteenth century. 
About the middle of the fifteenth, a (hoe-maker 
#t Nurembwgh, named Ha*n (Tacks, compofed" 

many 
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many dramatic pieces, both facred and profe^, 
Amongft the firft are Adam and Evt> Jacob and 
Efau, EJiber, Tobias, Job, Judith-, the Prodigal' 
Son, and others; among the latter are* jocafiay 
Gbaron, Grifelda, the Judgment bf Paris, ^nd 
many others. And this fhoe-maker is now in 
as much honour amongft them for his Myftmts 
in Poetry, as Jacob Behman, another of the 
fame craft, for his Myfteries in Divinity.. But, 
all thefe were Very jrude imperfedt pieces ; nor 
did the German Theatre arrive to any tolerable 
perfection till after the year 1626* when a com- 
pany of Dutch players went to Hambourg, and* 
by exhibiting fomc pieces of a more perfeft 
kind, led them to a better tafte. It is not forty 
years fince; the Myftery of the Paffioft was exhi- 
bited at Vienna, It confided of five A&$, and 
reprefented in order the Terreftrial Paradife; 
the Creation of Adam and Eve, their Fall \ the 
Death of Abel; Mofes in theDefert; the Travels 
of Jofeph, Mary, and the Child Jefus, into Egypt* 
Jefus was reprefented by a full-grown lad ; but 
to (hew that he was a child, they fed him on the 
ftage with fpoon-meat. Then you .faw him 
difputing with the Doftors in the Temple, his 
Prayer in the Garden, his Seizing, his Paffion, 
his Death on the Crofs, and his Burial, which. 
2 clofed 
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clofed the representation. Thus all the modern 
theatres in Europe began with Singing, Danc- 
ing, and extempore Dialogues or Farces; from 
thence they proceeded to the Myfteries of Re- 
ligion 5 and till the fixteenth century none of 
them attempted to exhibit either Tragedy or 
Comedy. 

ENGLISH THEATRE. 

I come now more particularly to confider the 
rife and progrefs of the Englilh ftage, which 
was the principal defign of this Preface. It is 
generally, I believe, imagined, that the Englilh 
ftage rofe later than the reft of its neighbours. 
Thofe in this opinion will, perhaps, wonder to 
be told of theatrical entertainments afmoft as 
early as the Conqueft ; and yet nothing is more 
certain, if you will believe an honed monk, one 
William Stephanides,. or Fitz-Stephen, in his 
Defcriptio Nobilijjim* Civitatis Londonia t who 
writes thus : Cc 9 London, inftead of common 
" interludes belonging to the theatre, hath 

9 Loodoniae pro fpe&aculis theatralibus, pro ludis fcenicis, 
ludos habet fancliores, reprefentationes miraculorum, quae 
fan&i confeffores operati funt, feu reprefentationes paf- 
fionum, quibus claruit conftantia martyrum. The whole 
piece is preferved in Stow, and is very curioufi, D. 

This curious, ancient defcription of London was re- 
published with Notes in 4to. ^772. 

u plays 
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** plays of a more holy. fubje£l 5 reprefen cations 
Ci of thofe miracles wbkh the holy confefibts 
u wrought, or of the filterings wherein the 
<c glorious conftancy of the martyrs did ap- 
u pear,." This author was a monk of Canter- 
bury, who wrote in the reign of Henry II. and 
died in that of Richard I. 1191 : and a* he 
does not mention, thefe reprefentations as novel- 
ties to the people (for he is defcribing all the 
common diverfions in ufe at that time), we can 
hardly fix theA lower than the Conqueft. And 
this, I believe, is an earlier date than any other 
nation of Europe can produce for their theatrical 
reprefentations. About 140 years after this, in 
the reign of Edward III. it was ordiained by 
A& of Parliament, that a company of men 
called Vagrants, who had made mafquerades 
through die whole city, Ihould be whipt out of 
London, becaufe they reprefertted fcandalous 
things in the little alehoufes, and other places 
where the populate affernbled. What the na- 
ture of thefe fcandalous things were, we are not 
told;, whether lewd and obfce&e,. er impious 
and profane : but I fbould rather think the 
former, for the word Mafquerades has an ill 
found, and, I believe, they were no better in 
their infancy than at prefent. 'Tis true* the 
Myfttries of Religion were foon after this period 
£ made 
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jltiade very free with all over Europe, being re- 
prefenred in fo ftupid and ridiculous a manner, 
that the ftories of the New Teftament in parti- 
cular were thought to encourage Libertinifm 
and Infidelity. In all probability therefore the 
a<5tors laft rttentioned were of that fpecies called 
JMumtflers IO ; thefe were wont to (troll about the 
country drefled in an an tick manner, dancing, 
mimicking, and (hewing poltures. This cuftom 
is ftill continued in many parts of England ; 
but it was formerly fo general, and drew the 
common people fo much from their bufinefs, 
that it was deemed a very pernicious cuftom 5 
and as thefe Mummers always \yent malked and 
difguifed, they but too frequently encouraged 
themfelves to commit violent outrages, and 
were guilty of " many lewd diforders. How- 
ever, as bad as they were, they feem to be the 
true original comedians of England ; and their 
excellence altogether confifted, as that of their 

10 A word fignifying one who ma(ks and difguifes himfelf 
to play the fool, without fpeaking. Hence, perhaps, comes 
$wr country word Mum ; hold your tongue, fay nothing. D. 

11 Thefe diforders afterwards fo much encreafed, that in. 
the third year of Henry VIII. an Act was made againft 
Mummers, in wliich the penalty for felling vifor?, or Seep- 
ing them in any houle, was 20 (hillings each vifor. Vide 
Statutes. D. 

* Vol. I. d fucceflbrs 
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fucceffors docs in part ftill, in mimickry and 
humour. 

In an Aft of Parliament made the 4th year of 
Henry IV* mention is made of certain Wajlors, 
Mafter-RimourSyMinJlrels^nA other vagabonds, 
who infefted the land- of Wales 5 And it is en- 
ailed, that no Mafter-Rimour, Minftrel, or other 
vagabond, be in any wife fuftained in the land of 
Wales, to make Commoiths or Gatherings upon 
the people there. What thefe Majler-Rimonrs 
were, vvhich were fo troublefome in Wales in 
particular, I cannot tell ; poffibly they might 
be the degenerate defcendants of the antient 
bards. It is alfo difficult to determine what is 
meant by their making Commoitbs. The word 
fignifies, in Welch, any diftridt, or part of a 
hundred or cantred, containing about one half 
of it •, that is, 50 villages ; and might poffibly 
be made ufe of by thefe Mafler-Rimours when 
they had fixed upon a place to aft in, and gave 
intimation thereof for ten or twelve miles round, 
which is a circuit that I believe will take in 
about 50 villages. And that this was com- 
monly done, appears from Carew's Survey of 
Cornwall, which was wrote in queen Elizabeth's 
time. Speaking of the diverlions of the peo- 
ple, u The Guary-Miracle (fays he), in Eng- 
4 "lifh 
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** lifh a Miracle-Play, is a kind of interlude 
€C compiled in Cornifli, out of fome Scripture- 
u Hiftory. For reprefepting it they raife an 
€i amphitheatre in fome open field, having the 
<c diameter of his inclofed plain, fome 40 or 
" 50 foot. The country people flock from 
" all fides many miles off, to fee and hear it; 
" for they have therein devils and devices to 
" delight as well the eye as the ear." Mr. 
Carew has not been fo exaft as to give us the 
time when thefe Guary-Miracles were exhibited 
in Cornwall; but, by the manner of it, the 
cuftom feems to be very antient. 
. The year 1378 is the earlieft date I can find, 
in which exprefs mention is made of the repre- 
fentation of myfteries in England. In this year 
the fcholars of Paul's fchool prefented a petition 
to Richard II. praying his Majefty " to pro- 
" hibit fome unexpert people from prefenting 
the Hiftory of the Old Teftament, to the 
great prejudice of the faid clergy, who have 
been at great expence in order to reprefent 
it publickly at Chriftmas." About twelve 
years afterwards, viz. in 1390, the Parifh-clerks 
of London are faid to have played interludes at 
Skinners Well, July 18, 19, and 20th. And 
again, in 1409, tfce tenth year of Henry IV. 

d 2 they 
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they afted at Clerkcnwell (which took its namfC 
from this cuftom of the Parifti-clerks afting 
plays there) for eight days fucceflively, a play 
concerning the Creation of the World, at which 
were prefent moft of the nobility and gentry of 
the kingdom. Thefe inftances are fufficient to 
prove that we had the myfteries here very early, 
though perhaps not fo foon as fome of our 
neighbours. How long they continued to be 
exhibited amongft us, cannot be exactly deter- 
mined. This period one might call the dead 
fleep of the Mufej. And when this was over, 
they did not prefently awake, but, in a kind of 
morning dreary produced the Moralities that 
followed. However, thefe jumbled ideas had 
ibme fhadow of meaning. The myfteries only 
reprefented, in a fenfelefs manner, fome mira- 
culous Hiftory from the Old or New Teftament : 
but in thefe Moralities fomething of defign ap- 
peared, a fable and a moral; fomething alfo of 
poetry, the virtues, vices, and other affe&ions 
of the mind being frequently perfonified ". 

ia In an old Morality, entitled, All fir Money, the Perfbns 
of the Drama are; 

Theology* Adulation* 

Science. Mijcbievous Help. 

Art. * Pleafure. 

Money. P reft fir Pkqfurt. * 

But 
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But the Moralities were alio very often con- 
cerned wholly in religious matters. For reli- 
gion then was every one's concern, and it was 
no wonder if each party emyloyed all arts to pro- 
mote it. Had they been in ufe now, they would 
doubtlefs have turned as much upon politics. 
Thus, the New Cu/tom, which I have chofen as 
a fpecimen of this kind of writing, was certainly 
intended to promote the Reformation, when it 
was revived in the reign of queen Elizabeth. 
And in the more early days of the Reformation, 
it was fo common for the partizans of the old 
do&rines (and perhaps alfo of the new) to de- 
fend and illuftrate their tenets this way, that 
in the 24th year of Henry VIII. in an A£t of 

«&«. Gregory Gracelcfs. 

Sivifi to Sin* Moneylefs. 

Damnation. William with the two Wives. 

Satan. Nychol. 

Pride. S. Laurence. 

'Gluttony,. Mother Crooke. 

Learning with Money. Judas. 

learning without Money. Dives. 

Money without Learning. Godly Admonition. 

AH for Money. Virtue. 

2f either Money nor Learning. Humility. 

Moneylefs and Friendlefs. Charity. D. 

This Play was written by Thomas Lupton, and printed 
in 4to. B. L. 1578. 

d 3 Parlia- 
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Parliament made for the promoting true Re- 
ligion, I find a claufe reftraining all rimors or 
players from finging in fongs, or playing in in- 
terludes, any thing that lhould contradift the 
cftabliftied dodrines. It was alfo cuftomary at 
this time to aft thefe moral and religious dramas 
in private houfes, for edification and improve- 
ment, as well as the diverfion, of well-difpofed 
families . and for this purpofe the appearance 
of the u Perfons of the Drama was fo difpofed, 
as that five or fix aftors might reprelent twenty 
perfonages. 

What has been faid of the Myfteries and Mo- 
ralities, it is hoped, will be fufficient juft to fhew 
the reader what the nature of them was. I 
lhould have been glad to be more particular ; 
but where materials are not to be had, the build- 
ing muft be deficient. And, to fay the truth, 
a more particular knowledge of thefe things, 
any farther than as it ferves to fhew the turn 
and genius of our anceftors, and the progrefiive, 
refinement of our language, was fo little worth 
preferving, that the lbfs of it is fcarce to be re- 
gretted. I proceed therefore with my fubjeft. 
The Mufe might now be laid to be juft awake 
\yhen fhe began to trifle in the old interludes, 

13 Vide Nczv Cufiow, vol, I, 

and 
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and aimed at fomething like wit and humour. 
And for thefe I4 John Hey wood the epigram- 
matift undoubtedly claims the earlieft, if not 
the foremoft place. He was jefter to king 
Henry V1IL but lived till the beginning of 
queen Elizabeth's reign. Gammer Gurtoris 
Needle^ which is generally called our firft co- 
medy, and not undefervedly, appeared foon af- 
ter the. interludes : it is indeed altogether of a 
comic call, and wants not humour, though of 
a low and fordid kind. And now dramatic 
writers, properly fo called, began to appear, 
and turn their talents to the ftage. Henry 
Parker, fon of Sir William Parker, is faid to 
have wrote feveral tragedies and comedies in 
the reign of Henry VIII. and one John Hoker, 
in 1535, wrote a comedy called Pifcator 9 or the 
iijhtr caught. Mr. Richard Edwards, who was 
born in 1523, and in the beginning of queen 
Elizabeth's reign Was made one of the gentle- 
men of her majefty's chapel, and matter of the 
children there, being both an excellent mufician ' 

X4 What the nature and merits of his interludes were, 
may be guefled by the fpecimen I have preferved of them in 
this collection. Tom Tyler and bis Wife, 77?e Dijbbedient 
Child, and fome others of the fame caft, were wrote fome- 
tbing later, but not at all better than Hey wood. D. 

d 4 and 
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and a good poet, wrote two comedies, called 
one Palamon and Areite, in which a cry of 
hounds in hunting was fo well imitated, that 
the queen and the audience were extreamly de* 
lighted : the other called Damon and Pithias, 
the two faithjulleft Friends in the. World. This 
lali laft I have inierted. After him came 
Thomas Sackville, Lord Buckhurft and Thomas 
Norton 15 , the writers of Gorboduc, the firft 
dramatic'piece of any confideration in the Eng- 
lifh language, Of thefe and fome others, hear 
f . the Judgement of Puttenham, in his Art of 
Poetry* wrote in the reign of queen Elizabeth ; 
** I think, fays he, that for tragedy the Lord of 
" Buckhurft, and Maifter Edward Ferrys, for 
** luch doings as I haVe feen of theirs, do de- 
" ferve the higheft price : the Earl of Oxford, 
u and Maifter Edwards of her majefty's chapel, 
<c for comedy and'interlude." And in another 
place he fays, — u But the principal man in this 
" profeffion (of poetry) at the fame time, (viz. 
" Edward VI.) was Maifter Edward Ferrys, a 
** man of no lefs mirth and felicity than John 
^ Hey wood, but of much more lkill and magni- 
fy ficence in his Metre, and therefore wrote for 

15 Fejrrcx dnd Porrex\ here called Gorhduc, was probably 
written earlier than Damon andPithias. 

"the 
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** the moft part to the ftage in tragedy, and 
*< fometimes in comedy or interlude •, wherein 
** he gave the king fo much good recreation, as 
c < he had thereby many good rewards/' Of 
this Edward Ferrys, fo confiderable a writer, I 
can find no remains, nor even the titles of any 
thing he wrote. After thefe followed John 
Lillie, famous in his time for wit, and for hav- 
ing greatly improved the Englifh language, in a 
romance which he wrote, entitled, Euphues and 
bis England I6 , or The Anatomy of Wit ; of which . 
it is faid by the x7 publilher of his Plays, 
" Our nation are in his debt for a new Englifh 
" which he taught them, Eupbues and bis Eng- 
ic land began firft that language. All our ladies 
** were then his fcholars, and that beauty in 
** court who could not park Eupbuifm y was as 
* c little regarded, as Ihe which now there fpeaks 
44 not -French." This extraordinary romance, 
fo famous for its wit, fo fafhionable in the court 
of queen Elizabeth, and which is faid to have 
introduced fo remarkable a change in our lan- 

16 Lyly published " Euphues, The Anatomy of Wit, 
** 4to. 1 58 1 ;" and 4< Euphues and his England, 410. 1582." 
They are two diftinft works. 

* 7 Mr. Blount, who publifhed fix of his Plays in the year 
if) 32. D. 

guage, 
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guage, I have fcen arid read I? * It is an un- 
natural affefted jargon, in which the perpetual 
ufe of metaphors, allufions, allegories, and ana- 
logies, is to pafs for wit; and ftifFbombaft for 
language. And with this nonfenfe the court of 
queen Elizabeth (whofe times afforded better 
models for ftile and compofition, than almoft 

** A few fentences from it, will give a tafle of the manner 
of its compofition. 

44 There muft in every triangle be three lines ; the firft 
44 beginneth, the fecond augmenteth, the thir & concludeth it 
44 a figure: fo in love three virtues; affe&ion, which draw- 
44 eth the heart ; fecrefy, which encreafeth the hope ; con- 
44 ftancy, which finiiheth the work : without any of thefe 
** rules there can be no triangle; without any of thefe vir- 
44 tues, no love." 

Again. " Fire cannot be hidden in the flax without fmoke, 
44 nor muflt in the bofom without fmell, nor love in the 
44 breaft without fufptcion." 

Once more. ** She is the flower of courtefy, the pi&ure 
44 of comlinefs ; one that ihameth Venus, being fomewhat 
44 fairer, and much more virtuous ; and flaincth Diana. 
44 being as chafte, but much more amiable : but the more 
44 beauty ihe hath, the more pride ; and the more virtue, 
44 the more precifenefs. The peacock is a bird for npne but 
44 Juno ; the dove for none but Vefla : none muft wear 
44 Venus in a table but Alexander; none Pallas in a ring 
44 but Ulytfes : for as there is but one phcenix in the world, 
44 lb there is but one tree in Arabia where (he buiideth ; 
4i and as there is but one Camilla to be heard of, fo there is 
44 but one Ca?far that Ihe will like of," His Plays are of the 
fame flrain, as may be leen by that I have preserved. D. 

any 
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any fince) became miferably infe&ed, and greatly 
helped to let in all the vile pedantry of language 
in the following reign. So much mifchief the 
tnoft ridiculous inftrument may do, when he 
propofes to improve upon the fimplicity of 
nature. 

Though tragedy and comedy began now 
to life up their heads, yet they cpuld do no more 
for fome time than blufter and quibble ; and 
how imperfect they were in all dramatic art, 
appears from an excellent criticifm of Sir 
Philip Sidney 19 , on the writers of that time. 

Yet 

19 Our tragedies and comedies, fays he, obferve rules 
neither of honeft civility, nor fkilful poetry. Here you (hall 
have Afia of the one fide, and Africk of the other, and fo 
rhany other under kingdoms, that the player when he comes 
ip muft ever begin with telling where he is, or elfe the tale 
will nor be conceived. Now you ihall have three ladies 
walk to gather flowers, and then we muft believe the flage 
to be a garden. By and by we hear news of a (hipwreck in 
the fame place, then we are to blame if we accept i,t not for 
a reck. Upon the back of that comes out a hideous monfter 
with fire and irnoke, and then the roiferable beholders arc 
bound to take it for a cave : while in the raeim time two 
armies flie in, represented with four fwords and bucklers ; 
and then what hard "heart will not receive it for a pitched 
field? Now of time they are much more liberal. For ordi- 
nary it is that two yo\jng princes fall in love, after many 
traverlcs (he is got with child, delivered of a fair boy; he is 
loft, groweth a man, falleth in love, and is ready to get an- 
other 
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^fet they feem to have had a difpofition to do 
1 better had they known how, as appear* by the 
feveral efforts they ufed to lick the lump into a 
ftape : for fome of their pieces they adorned 
with dumb fhews, fome with chorufes, and 
fome they introduced and explained by an inter* 
locutor. Yet imperfeft as they were, wc had 
made a far better progrefs at this time than our 
neighbours, the French : the Italians indeed* 
by early tranQations of the old dramatic writers, 
had arrived to greater perfeftion ; but we were 
at lead upon a footing with the other nations 
of Europe. 

But now, as it were, all at once (as it happened 
in France, though in a much later period) the 
true drama received birth and perfe&ion from 
the creative genius of Shakfpeare, Fletcher, 
and Jonfon, whofe feveral charafters are fo well 
known, that it would be fuperfluous to fay any 
more of them* 

Having thus traced the dramatic Mufe 
through all her characters and transformations, 
till foe had acquired a reafonable figure, let us 
©ow return and take a more particular view 

other child; and all this in two hours . fpace : which how 
-afofurd it is in fenfe, even fenfe may imagine. Defence qf 
JPorJy. D. 

Of 
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of the ftage and the aftors. The firft conv 
pany. of players we have any account of in 
hiftory, are the children of Paul's 2 ° in 1578, 
mentioned before in page xxxix. About twelve 
years afterwards the parifh clerks of Londoa 
are faid to have adfced the My fteries at Skinner's 
Well. Which of thcie two companies have 
been the earlieft, is not certain; but as the 
children of Paul's are firft mentioned, we muft 
in juftice give the priority to them. It is cer- 
tain, the Myfteries and Moralities were afted 
by thefe two focieties many years before any 
'other regular companies appeared. And the 
children of Paul's continued to aft long after 
tragedies and comedies came in vogue, even till 
the year 161 8, when a comedy called Jack 
Drum's Entertainment 2I was a&ed by them. I 
believe the next company regularly eftablifhed 
was, the children of The Royal Chapel, in the 

20 This is not quite accurate. Mr. Steevens has flieu'n 
from the unpublished colle&ions of Rymer, now in . the 
Britifh Mufeum, that a patent was granted four years earlier j 
viz. in 1 574, to James Burbage, John Perkyn, John Lan- 
bam, William Johnfon, and Robert Wilfon, fervants to the 
carl of Leicefter, to act comedies, tragedies, enterludes, and 
itage plays, during pleafure. Dr. Johnfon and Mr. Steevens s 
edition of Shakfpeare, 1778, vol.1, p. 193. 

ax This is a miftake; there is an edition of this play 
printed in 4to, 1601, frord which that of 1618 was taken. 

beginning 
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beginning of queen Elizabeth's reign, the di* 
redtion of which was given to Mr. Richard 
Edwards beforementioned •' and fome few years 
afterwards, as the fubjedts of the ftage became 
more gay and ludicrous, a company was formed 
under the donomination of The Children of the 
Revels. The Children of the chapel and of the 
Revels became very famous, and all Lillie's 
Plays, and many of " Shakfpeare's, Jonfon's, 
and others, were firft adted by them. Nay, fo 
great was their vogue and eftimation, that the 
common players, as may be gathered from a 
fcenein Hamlet^ grew jealous of them. How- 
ever, they ferved as an excellent nurfery for the 
theatres, many who afterwards became ap- 
proved adtors being educated among them. 

It is furprizing to confider what a number of 
playhoufes were fupported in London about this 
time, From the year 157010 the year 1629, 
when the playhoufe in White Friers was finifhed, 
no lefs than 17 playhoufes had been built. 
The names of moft of them I have collected 
from the Title-pages of Plays 23 . And as the 

threatres 

* x I do not find any play of Shakfpcare a&ed by the 
Children of the Revels, 

23 St. PauPs Singing-fcbool, The Globe on the BankfiJe 
Soutbwarh, Tbe Swan and Tbe Hife there. The Fortune between 

Wbitccrofi- 
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theatres #eft fo numerous, the companies of 
players were in proportion. Befides the Chil- 
dren of the Chapel, and of the Revels, we are 
told that queen Elizabeth, at the requeft of Sir 
Francis Walfingham, eftablifhed in hand fo me 
falaries twelve of the principal players of that 
time, who went under the name of her Majefty's 
Comedians and Servants. But exclufive of 

thefe, 

Wlntccrofs-ftreet and Golding Lane, which Maitland tells us 
was the firft play houfe erected in London, The Red Bull in 
St. Jobfs-ftreet, The Crofs Keys in Grace-Cburch-JIreet, The 
Tuns, The Theater, The Curtain, The Nurfery in Barbican, one 
in Black Friers, one in White Friers, one in Salijbury -Court, and 
the Cockpit and the Phoenix in Drury-Lane. D« 

In the above enumeration, I fufpect there are two play- 
houfes which are mentioned twice, Thofe in White Friers 
and Salijbury-Court feem to be one and the fame, as thofe 
called The Cockpit and The Phoenix certainly are. See Hifioria 
Hiftrionica, vol. XII, p. 341. The Curtain was in Shore- 
ditch, a part of which diftridt ft ill retains the name of The 
Curtain. The original fign hung out at this theatre was 
the painting of a curtain Jlriped. (See firft volume of Shak- 
Ipeare, edit. 1778. vol. I. p. 267. and Sir John Hawkins's 
Hifiory ofMufick, vol. IV. p. 67.) That called The Theatre, 
I imagine, was Black Friers. We learn, likewife, from 
• Prynne's Hiflriomqftrix, that, in the time of Queen Eliza- 
beth, there were two other playhoufes, the one called The 
Bell-Savage (fituated very probably on Ludgate-Hill), the 
other in Biihopfgate-ftreet ; though this latter might be 
The Curtain. Taylor, the water poet, in The true Caufe of 

tbt 
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« 

thefe, many * 4 noblemen retained companies of 
players, who afted not only privately in their 
lords houfes, but publicly under their licence 

the Watermen* s Suit concerning Players, 1 613, mentions an- 
other theatre, called The Roje. 

** Thus Shakipeare's Titus Andronicui was acted by the 
carls of Derby, Pembroke, and Effex's fervants ; his Romeo' 
and Juliet va 1^96, which fome fay was his flrft play, by 
Lord Hunfdon's fervants ; and his Merry Wives of Wind/or in 
1602, by the Lord Chamberlain's [the earl of Oxford's] 
fervants. The earl of Nottingham, Lord High Admiral, 
had a company in 1594, and in 1599 The Pinner of Wake* 
field ,was acted by the earl of Suffex's fervants. In ftiort, 
plays were acted by the Lawyers in the Inns of Court, by 
the Students of feveral Halls and Colleges in the Univer* 
fities, and even by London Prentices; fo that now the 
faying was almoft literally true, Totus Mundus agit Hi/In* 
mem* D. 

To the noblemen abovementioned, who had companies 
of players under their protection, may be added the names of 
The Earl of Worcefler and Lord Strange ; the plays of How 
to chufe a good Wife from a lad, 4to, 1602, being acted by the 

» fervants of the former; and Fair Em y the Miller s Daughter 
sfManchefier, 4to, 163 1, by thofe of the latter. The privilege 
which the nobility claimed of protecting players, feems to 
have been acknowledged fo late as in the pre fen t century* 
IVIrs. Centime's play of Lowe at a Venture, was printed 
in 4to, 1706, as it was acted by the duke of Grafton's 

, fervants, at the new theatre in Bath ; and Injured Virtue, or 
the Virgin Martyr, by Benjamin Griffin, was in like manner 
printed in i2ino, 17 15, as acted at the playhoufe in 
Richmond by the duke of Southampton and Cleaveland's 
fervants. 

j and 
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and prote&ion. Agreeable to this is the ac- 
count which Stow gives us — " Players in former 
" times, fays he, were retainers to noblemen, 
** and none had the privilege to aft plays but 
u fuch. So in queen Elizabeth's time, many 
(C of the nobility had fervants and retainers who 
" were players, and went about getting their 
" livelihood that way. The Lord Admiral had 
" players, fo had Lord Strange, that played in 
u the city of London. And it was ufual, on 
" any gentleman's complaint of them for inde- 
u cent reflections in their plays, to have them 
" put down. Thus once the lord treafurer figni- 
" fied to the lord mayor to have thefe players 
" of Lord Admiral and Lord Strange prohi- 
ci bited, at leaft for fome time, bepaufe one Mr. 
u Tilney had for fome reafons difliked them. 
Whereupon the mayor fent for both com- 
panies, and gave them ftrift charge to for- 
bear playing till farther orders. The Lord 
Admiral's players obeyed; but the Lord 
* c Strangc's in a contemptuous manner went to 
" the Croft-Keys^ and played that afternoon. 
«< Upon which the mayor committed two of 
" them to the Compter, and prohibited all 
" playing for the future, till the treafurer's 
" pleafyre was farther known. This was in 
Vol. I. > e "158?-" 
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"1589." And in another part of his Survey 
of London, fpeaking of the ftage, he fays, 
" This which was once a recreation, and ufed 
€€ therefore now and then occafionally, after- 
*< wards by abufe became a trade and calling, 
" and fo remains to this day. In thofe former 
" days, ingenious tradefmen, and gentlemen's 
" fervants, would fometimes gather a company 
€€ of themfelves, and learn interludes, to expofe 
<c vice, or to reprefent the noble aftions of our 
cc anceftors. Thefe they played at Feftivals, in 
" private houfes, at weddings, or other enter- 
4< tainments. But in procefs of time it became 
" an occupation ; and thefe plays being corq~ 
" monly afted on 2S Sundays and Feftivals, the 
« churches were forfaken, and the play houfes 
iC thronged. Great Inns were ufed for this pur- 
'* pofe, which had fecret chambers and places, 
u as well as open ftages and galleries. Here 
4i maids and good citizens children were in- 
" veigled and allured to private and unmeet 
* c contracts ; here were publicly uttered popular 
<c and feditious matters, unchafte, uncomely, and 
<c unlhamefaced fpeeches, and many other enor- 

* 5 The cuftom of alting oh Sundays poflibly took rife 
from the exhibition of the myfteries on that day, which was 
partly confidered as an act of religion. D. 

" rnities. 
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u mities. The confideration of thefe things be- 
kc cafioned in 1574, Sir J ames Hawes' being 
" mayor^ an aft of common councel, wherein 
** it was ordained, that no play fhould be openly 
u afted within the liberty of the city, whereih 
" fhoUld be uttered any words, examples^ or 
** doings of any unchaftity, fedition, or fuch 
*' like unfit and uncomely matter, under the 
4< penalty of five pounds, and fourteen days im- 
•* prifonment. That no play Ihould be a&ed 
u till firft perufed and allowed by. the lord 
* c mayor and court of aldermen ; with many 1 
" other reftri&ionsi Yet it was provided that 
" this a6t fhould not extend to plays fhowed in 
• c private houfes, the lodgings of a nobleman, 
.*' citizen, or gentleman, for the celebration of 
u any marriage* or other feftivijty, and where no 
fC collection of money was made from the au- 
" ditors. But thefe orders were not fo well ob- 
" ferved as they fhould be ; the lewd matters of 
plays encreafed, and they were thought dan- 
gerous to religibn, the ftate* honefty of man- 
u nersj and alfo for infe&ion in the time of 
il ficknefs; Wherefore they were afterwards 
u for fome time totally fuppreffed* But upon 
u application to the queen and the councel they 
* were again tolerated, under the following re* 

e 2 "ftri&ians: 
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44 ftri&ions : That no plays be adted on Sundays 
44 at all, nor on any other holidays till aftef 
44 evening-prayer. That no playing be in the 
44 dark, nor continue any fuch time, but as any 
44 of the auditors may return to their dwellings 
44 in London before funfet, or at leaft before it 
44 be dark. That the Queen's players only be 
44 tolerated, and of them their number and cer- 
44 tain names to be notified in the lord trea- 
44 furer's letters to the lord mayor, and to the 
44 juftices of Middlefex and Surrey. And thofe 
44 her players not to divide themfelves in feveral 
44 companies. And that for breaking any of 
44 thefe orders, their toleration ceafe. But all 
44 thefe prefcriptions were not fufficient to keep 
44 them within due bounds, but their plays fa 
44 abufive oftentimes of virtue, or particular per- 
44 fons, gave great offence, and occafioned many 
44 difturbances : whence they were now and then 
44 flopped and prohibited," I hope this long 
quotation from Stow will be excufed, as it ferves 
not only to prove feveral fads, but to (how the 
cuftoms of the ftage at that time, and the early 
depravity of it* But that the plays not only of 
that age, but long before, were fometimes per- 
gonal fatires, appears from a manufcFipt letter 
•which I have ieen from Sir John Hallies to tftfe 

Lord 
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Lord Treafurer Burleigh, found amongft forxie 
papers belonging to the Houfe of Commons, in 
which the knight accufes his lordfhip of having 
faid feveral difhonourable things of him and his. 
family, particularly that his grandfather, who 
had then been dead feventy years, was a man fo 
remarkably covetous, that the common players 
rcprefented him before the court with great ap- 
plaufe. 

Thus we fee the ftage no fooner began to 
talk, than it grew fctirrilous : and its firft marks 
of fenfe were feen in ribaldry and lafcivioufnefs. 
This occafioned much offence ; the zeal of the 
pulpit, and the gravity of the city, equally con- 
curred to condemn it. Many pamphlets were 
wrote on both fides* Stephen GofTon a6 , in the 

. * 6 Stephen GofTon was a Kent ifh man, born 15 $6, and 
admitted a fcholar of Chrift Church 1572. He left the 
Univerfity without compleating his degrees, and came to 
London, where he became a celebrated poet, and wrote, as 
he acknowledges, the following Plays, which were acted upon 
the theatre; viz. Catalins Con/piracies ; The Come die of Captain 
Mario, borrowed from the Italian ; and The Praife at Part* 
ing t A Morality. He afterwards went into the country to 
inftruct a gentleman's fons, and continued there until he 
{hewed his diflike to plays in fuch a manner, that, his patron 
growing weary of his company, he left his fervice, and took 
orders. He was firft parfon of Great Wigborow, in EfTex, 
and afterwards of St. Botolph without Bifliopfgate, in Lon- 
don. Wood fays he was alive in 1615. 

e 3 year 
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year ,1579, publilhed a book, intituled, ¥b& 
School of Abufe, or a pleafant Jnve&ive againft 
Poets, Pipers , Players, Jejiers, and fucb like Ca- 
terpillars of the Commonwealth : dedicated to Sir 
Philip Sydney. He alfo wrpte, Plays, confuted 
in Jive Anions: proving that they are not to be 
fuffered in a Chriftian cpmrnonwealch : dedi- 
cated to Sir Francis Walfmgham. The de- 
fendants in this controvcrfy were Thomas 
Lodge a7 , who wrote an old play* called, A 
Looking- glafs for London and England-, and that 
voluminous dramatic writer Thomas Heywood. 
But to proceed : The ftage foon after reco-? 
vered its credit, and rofe to a higher pitch thai* 
ever. In 1603, the firft year of king James's 
reign, a licence * 8 was granted under the privy 

* 7 Thomas Lod^e was defended from a family which re- 
sided in Linconfhire, but in what year he was born is not 
certainly .known. In 1573, he went to the Univerfity of 
Oxford, where he took his degree of M. A. He afterwards 
travelled ; and, having ftudied phytic, was created a do&or 
in that faculty at Avignon, which was confirmed by the 
Univerfity of Oxford in the latter end of the reign of queen 
Elizabeth. In 1591, he accompanied-the celebrated navi- 
gator Cavendifh in the laft voyage which he made. Settling 
in London, he pracYifed phyfic with considerable fuccefs, 
and died at an advanced age of the plague in the month of 
September, 1625. 

28 This licence is printed in the laft edition of Shakfpeare, 
vol, I. p. 193. 
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feal to Shakfpeare, Fletcher, Burbage, Hem- 
mings, Condel, and others, authorizing them; 
to aft plays not only at their ufual houfe, the 
Globe on the Bankfide> but in any other part of 
the kingdom, during his majefty's pleafure. 
And now, as there lived together at this time 
many eminent players, it may not be amifs juft 
to fpt down what we can colled, which wtfTbe 
but very little, of the mod confiderable of them, 
with regard to their talents and abilities. And 
firft, " who is of more report, fays the author 
" of the Return from ParnaJJus, than ^Btek 
«« Burbage ♦• and Will Kempe so ? He is not 

" counted 

*• .Burbage died, fays Mr. Steevens, in the year 1629* 
(Shakfpeare, p, 198.) Flecnoe, in A Jbort Dlfcourji qftbt 
Ejtglijb Stage y printed at the end of Lovfs Kingdom, 1674, 
fpeaking of Burbage, fays, " he was a delightful Proteus, 
" fo wholly transforming himfelf into his part, and putting 
" off himfelf with his cloathes, as he never (not fo much as 
*' in the Tyring-houfe) aflumed himfelf again until the 
" play was done : there being as much difference betwixt 
*' him and one of our common actors as between a ballad* 
** finger who onely mouths it, and an excellent finger who 
" knows all his graces, and can artfully vary and modulate 
5* his voice even to know how much breath to give to every 
*« fyllable. He had all the parts of an excellent orator (ani- 
*> mating his words with fpeaking and fpeech with action) ; 
*' his auditors being never more delighted then when he 
" fpake, nor. more forry then when he held his peace ; yet 
*' even then, he was an excellent actor ftill, never falling in 
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" counted a gentleman that knows not Dick Bur* 
" bage and Will Kempe : there's not a country 

" wench 

44 his^part when he had done fpeaking ; but with his looks 
41 and geflure, maintaining it ilill unto the heighth, he 
44 imagining age quod agis onely fpoke to him : fo as thofe 
44 who call him a player do him wrong, no man being lefs 
" idle then he, whofe whole life is nothing elfe but action ; 
44 with only this difference from other men's, that what is 
44 but a play to them is his bufinefs ; fo their bufinefs is but a 
4< play to him." 

3° William Kempe was one of the a&ors who performed 
at the Globe and at Black Fryers. His name appears among 
the original performers in Shakfpeare's Plays, and in Ben 
Jonfon's Every Man in his Humour, acted I J9& He was 
remarkable for excelling in the morrice dance, a circumftance 
often mentioned by contemporary writers. As in Jacke 
Drum's Entertainment, 16 16, Sign, A 3 : 

44 I had rather that Kemp's Morice were their chat, 
44 For of fooliih actions, may be theyle talke wifely but of 
44 Wife intendments, moft part talke like fooles/* 
Taylor's Laugh and be fat, p. 73 : 
44 This gentleman thy travels doth advance 
** Above Kemp's Norwich ant i eke Morris dance:" 
I am informed, that among, the books, given by Robert 
Burton to the Bodleian library, is a pamphlet, entitled, 

44 Kemp's ninedaies wonder performed in a daunce from 
* 4 London to Norwich. Containing the pleafure, paines, 
44 and kind entertainment of William Kemp, between Lon- 
44 don and that city in his late Morrice. Wherein is fome- 
44 what fet downe worth note ; to reproove the {launders 
44 fpred of him : many things merry, nothing hurtfull, 
44 Written by himfeife to fatisfie his friends." London, 

printed 
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<* wench than can dance Selhnger's Round, bat 
€C can talk of Dick Burbage and Will Kempe." 
Burbage was the Betterton, and Kempe the 
Nokes of that age. . Burbage was the original 
Richard the Third 31 , and greatly diftinguifhed 
himfelf in that charadfcer ; Kempe was inimita- 

printed for Nicholas Ling, 4to, 1600, 8. L. It is dedicated 
to '• The true ennobled Lady, and his mod bountifull mi£ 
4 * tris, miftris Anne Fitton, mayde of Honour to the Moft 
•• Sacred Mayde Royall Queene Elizabeth." Prefixed to it 
is a wooden cut of Kemp as a morris-dancer, preceded by a 
fellow with a pipe and drum, whom he (in the book) calls 
Thomas Slye his taberer. Ben Jonfbn, in Every Man out ef 
his Humour, A. 4, S. 4. makes one of the characters fay: 
*f _ would I had one of Kemp's Jboes to throw after you.* 
. Among Braithwaite's Epitaphs, 8vo, 16x8, Sign. F 3, is 
the following : 

44 Upon Kempe and his morice with his Epitaph, 
Welcome from Norwich Kempe : all joy to fee 
Thy fafe returne morifcoed luftily. 

44 But out alafle how foone's thy morice done, 

44 When pipe and taber all thy friends be gone, / 

44 And leave thee now to dance the fecond part 

*i With feeble nature, not with nimble art : v 

44 Then all thy triumphs fraught with ftrains of mirth, 

44 Shall be cagM up within a cheft of earth : 

44 Shall be ? they are, th'aft danc'd thee out of breath, 

44 And now mud make thy parting dance with death," 
31 Biftiop Corbet, in his Iter Boreale, fee Poerris, p fc 19. 
introduces his Hott at Bofworth, defcribing the battle : 

44 For when he would have faid King Richard dyM, 

44 And call'd a horfe, a horfe, he Burbage cryM." 
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ble in the part Or a clown. " He fucceeded 
"Tarleton 3 - (fays Heywood) as well in the 

u favour 

3 * Tarlton was an a&or at the Bull, in Bimqpfgate-flreet, 
and performed the Judge's chara&er in the ptay of King 
Henry V. which was prior to that of Shakfpeare. He aHb 
for fome time kept an ordinary in Pater-noiter Row, and once 
was mafler of a Tavern in G ra ce - church- fir eet. He appears 
to have been in great favour with Queen Elizabeth, and 
like many other of his brethren, who have fucceeded 
him, joined fome humour to a great deal of profligacy* 
He was the Author of a dramatic performance, called 7 he 
/even deadly Sins, which is now loft : but the fcheme or plan, 
of it hath been lately difcovered by Mr. Malone, and is at 
prefent in his pofieffion. In Gabriel Harvey's <4 Foure Letter $ 
44 and. certaine Sonnets? efpecially touching Robert Greene and 
*• other parties by him abuftd" 4U), 159 a, p. 29. mention is 
made of a work written by Thomas Name, " — right 
44 formally conveyed according to the ftile and tenour of 
44 Tai lton's prefidenf, his famous play of the Seaven deadly 
44 Sinnes, which mod dealy, but molt lively playe, I might 
44 have feene in London : and was very gently invited there- 
unto atOxford by Tarlton himfelfe, of whome I merrily de«? 
maunding, which ofthefeaven was his owne deadlie finne; 
<4 he bluntly aunfwered after this manner, By God the finne 
44 of other gentlemen lechery. Ob, but that M. Tarleton 
44 is not your part upon the flage, you are too blame, that dif- 
*' femble with the world, and have one part for your frends 
44 pleafure, another for your owne. I am fome what ot Doctor 
44 Feme's religion, quoth he : and abrupde tooke his leave". 
44 Tarlton died about 1 5 89, and was buried at Shoreditch.' On 
the ad day of Auguft, in that year, Henry Kyrkham had 
licenfed unto 4t A forowfull newe fonnette, intitled Tarl- 

• c Ws 




MIL DODSLRY'S PREFACE. hffl 

*f favour of her majefty queen Elizabeth, as in 
* c the opinion and good thoughts of the gene- 
" ral audience." And Tarleton, fays Sir 
Richard Baker \n his Chronicle, for the part of 
a clown, npver had his match, nor ever will 
have. The Epitaph of Burbage is preferved 
in Cambden's Remains, and is only Exit Biir- 
bagp. The Epitaph of Tarleton is preferved 
\>y the fame hiftorian as follows : 

Hicfttuseft, cujus Vox> Vultus, ARiopqffit 
Ex Heraclito redde De?nocritum. 
The next I {hall mention is Edward Alleyn, 
the foundpr of Dulwich Hofpital ; as famous for 
his honefty, fays Baker, as for his afting ; and 
two fuch adtors as he and Burbage, no agemuft 
ever look to fee again. He's a man, fays 
Hey wood in his Prologue to the Jew of Malta* 

}Vhom we may rank with (do no more wrong) 
Proteiisforjhapes, and Rofcius for a tongue. 

f* ton's Recantation upon this theame, gyven him by a Gent 
/ V at the Bel Savage without Ludgate (noive or els never), 
«* beinge the lafte theame he fonge." And on the i6rh of 
Q&ober, there was licenced to Richard Jones, " Tarlton's 
«* repentance or his farewell to his friends in his ficknes a 
" HuJe before his death, &c." (See the Entrys from the 
Books of the Stationers Company,) By Bifhop Hall's Satires 
it appears, that Tarlton was celebrated enough to have his 
bead hung as a fign for ale-houfes, 

** To fit with Tarlton on an ale-pofft figne !" 

Here 
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Hear alfo Ben Jonfon, tfhofe praifc is of more 
weight) as it never was lightly bellowed : 

If Rome fo great , and in her wifeft age, 
Feared not to boaft the glories of her ft age, 
Asjkilful Rofcius, and grave AEfop, men, 
Yet crown* d with honours as with riches then, 
Who bad no lefs a trumpet of their name 
Than Cicero, whofe very breath was fame : 
How can fo great example die in me, 
That, Alleyn, I fhould pattfe to publifh thee ? 
Who both their graces in thyfelf hajl more 
Outftript, than they did all that went before ; 
And prefent worth in all dojl fo contrail, 
As others fpeak, but only thou dojt aft. 
Wear this renown : 9< Tis juji that who did give 
So many poets life, by one fhould live. 

Thomas Green 33 was famous for performing 
the part of a clown with great propriety and 
humour ; and from his excellent performance 
of the character of Bubble, in a comedy written 
ty Mr. John Cooke, the author called it after 
his name, Green's Tu quo que. " There was not 
u an aftor, fays Heywood, of his nature, in his 
" time, of better ability in his performance, 
" more applauded by the audience, ' of greater 

33 See vol. VII. p. 3. 

" grace 
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c< grace at court* or of more general love in 
« the city." 

Hemmings and Condel u were two confides 
ble aftors in moft of Shakfpeare's, Jonfon's, and 
Fletcher's Plays ; the firft in tragedy, the laft 
in comedy : but they are better known for being 
the firft editors of Shakfpeare's Works in folio, 
in the year 1623, feven years after his death. 

Lowin 35 , Taylor, and Benfield, are mentioned 
by Maflinger as famous a&ors. In a Satire 
againft Ben Jonfon are thefe two lines : 

Let Lowin ceafe, and Tqplorfcorn to touch 
The loathed ftage 9 for thou baft made itfucb. 

Lowin, though fomething later than Burbage, 
is faid to have been the firft attor 36 of Hamlet $ and 

alfo 

* 4 Itls not known when thefe two performers died. Mr. 
Steevens, who fearched for their wills in the Commons, could 
not find them, though he looked as late as the year 1641. 
See the firft volume of the laft edition of Shakfpeare, p. 198* 
Hemmings had a fon named William (probably called fo 
in compliment to Shakfpeare), who was born in London 
1605, ele&ed from Weftminfter School, a ftudent of Chrift 
Church i6ai, and compleated his degree in arts 1628. He 
was the author of two Plays, and a Latin copy of Verfes, 
printed in " Carolus Redux," 1623. By a*n Advertifement 
to one of his Plays, it appears that he lived not long after 
the year i6_jo. 

35 See Hiftoria Hijlrionica, vol. XII, p. 346. 

* 6 This feems to be. faid merely on the credit of Roberts 

the 
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alfo the original Henry VIIL from an obfirf* 
vation of whofe atting it in his later day 34 
Sir William Davcnant conveyed his inftru&ion 
to Mr. Betttrton; 

And now the theatre ftems to- have been at 
its height of glory and reputation. Dramatic 
authors abounded, and every year produced a 
number of new Plays : nay, fo great was the 
paffion at this time for lh$w or reprefentation, 
that it was the fafhion for the ' nobility to cele- 
brate their weddings, Birth-days, and other oc- 
cafions of rejoicing, with mafques and inter- 
ludes, which were exhibited with furprifing ex- 
pence ; that great architect Inigo Jones being 
frequently employed to furnilh decorations with 
all the magnificence of his invention. The 

the player in his anfwer to Pope's Preface; but as he 
quotes no authority, the truth of it may be doubted. 
The Hifioria Hiftrionka fpeaks of Login's performance 
of Falftaffe, Morofe, Volpone, and Mammon ; and Doivnei, 
In his Rofciut Anglicanus, p. 24. mentions him as th6 
original a&or of King Henry VIIL but neither of then! 
take any notice of his ever being the reprefentative of 
Hamlet. On the contrary both of them (fee Vol, XII. p. 34 ii 
and Dotxmes, p. ai.) affefr, that Jofeph Taylor 1 was the 
original of that character ; and from Sir William Davenant'il 
obfervation of his manner, Mr. Benetton received induc- 
tions to perform it. (See alfo edition of Shakfpeare, 177*, 
vol. X. p. 408). 
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king and his lords, the queen and her; ladies, 
frequently performed in thefe mafques at court, 
and all the nobility in their own private houfes : 
in lhort y no public entertainment was thought 
complete without them ; and to this humour it 
is we owe, and perhaps 'tis all we owe it, the 
inimitable Mafque at Ludlow-cajlk. For the 
fame univerfal eagernefs after theatrical diver- 
Cons continued during the whole reign of king 
James, and great part of Charles the Firft, till 
Puritanifm, which had now gathered great 
ftrength, more openly oppofed them as wicked 
and diabolical. If we may judge of this fpirit 
from Prynn's famous Hiftrio-maJiiXyOv Players 
.Scourge^ it appears to have be$n a zeal -much 
without knowledge. This was a heavy load of 
dull abufe, publiflied in 1633, againft plays, 
players, and all who favoured them, by William 
Prynne 37 , efq; a barrifter of Lincoln's-Inn. 
The bell way the parties concerned thought of, 
in anfwer to this Work, was to publifh all the 
beft old Plays that could then be found ; fo that 
many that had never yet feen the light were 
now brought forth : I have obferved myfclf 
more than fifty that were printed this year. In 
fliort, the patrons of the ftage for fome Ihorc 

37 sec vol. VIII. p. 198. 

time 
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time prevailed ; Prynne's Book was deemed an 
infamous libel both againft the church and ftate, 
aginft the peers, prelates, and magiftrates ; and 
particularly againft the king and queen, where 
he fays, that princes dancing in their own perfons 
was the caufe of their untimely ends : that our 
EngUJh ladies ', Jhorn and frizzled madams , had 
loft their mode/ty : that plays were the chief de- 
light of the devil, and all that frequented them 
were damned. As he knew the king and queen 
frequented them daily, this was thought to re- 
fleft on their majefties. To all mufic he has an 
utter antipathy, but church-mufic in particular, 
which he calls the bleating of brute beafts \ and 
fays, the chorifters bellow the tenor as if they were 
oxen, bark a counter-point like a kennel of hounds y 
roar a treble as if they were bulls, and grunt out a 
bafe like a parcel of bogs. For thefe and many 
other paffages, it was ordered to be burnt by 
the hands of the common hangman : and his 
fentence was, to be put from the bar, excluded 
the fociety of Lincoln's-Inn, and degraded.by 
the univerfity/ of Oxford ; to ftand in the pil* 
lory at Weftminfter and in Gheapfide, to lofe 
an ear at each place, and (land with a paper on 
his head, declaring his offence to be the pub- 
lifhing an infamous libel againft both their ma- 
4 jetties, 
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jellies, and the government; to be fined 5000/. 
and fuffer perpetual imprifonmenL This fen- 
tence was executed on him with great rigour. 
But Puritanifm, from a thoufand concurrent 
caufes every day gathering ftrength, in a little 
time overturned the conftitution ; and amongft 
their many Reformations this was one, the total 
fupprtffion of all plays and play-houfes. 

Thus I have brought down this imperfedt 
eflay on the rife and progrefs of the Englifli 
ftage, to the period which I at firfl intended : 
to purfue it farther, and take it up again at the 
Reftoration, when a new 38 patent was granted 
to Sir William Davenant, would be needlefs ; 
becaufe from that time the affairs of the ftage 
are tolerably well known. If what I have 
done (hall give any fatisfa&ion to the curious, 
it is more than I have dared to promife myfelf, 
from my own fenfe of its great imperfrftion ; 
but I hope it will be cpnfidered, what (lender 
materials either the ignorance of thofe times, or 

38 It may not b6 amifs to take notice of a daufe in this 
patent, which fays, ** That whereas the women's parts in 
cc plays have hitherto been afted by men in the habits of 
" women, at which fbme have taken offence, wo do permit 
44 and give leave, for the time to come, that all women's 
** parts be a&ed by women." And from this time women 
began to appear upon the ftage. D. . 

Vol. I. f the 
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as eafy as I could in the reft, A farther induce- 
ment to this undertaking was the hopes I had 
of being able to do thefe authors juftice in a 
more corre£t edition of their Plays, than they 
hitherto had j for as to the greater part of them, 
it feems as if earelefihefs and ignorance had 
joined their efforts in rendering them unintelli- 
gible. And not only fo, but the pointing is at 
the fame time fo prepofterous (which, like falfe 
guiding-pofts, are perpetually turning out of 
the high road of common fenfe) r that one would 
almoft fufpedt there was as much malice as 
ftupidity w thefe old editors. However, by the 
afliftance of a little common fenfe, I think I 
have fet a great number of thefe paflages right* 
And if any one fhould be offended that fome 
are left unintelligible in the ftate they were, 
found, I defire he will be pleafed to confider 
how many fuch ftill remain in Shakfpeare *% 

after 

40 It (hould be remembered that this was written in the 
year 1744, when the obfervation might be made with great 
truth and juftice. How imperfe&ly Shakfpeare was under- 
fiood at that time, every reader converfant with his writings/ 
is now well informed. The fame year in which the former 
edition of this work appeared, the fplendid, but ill conducted, 
defign of Sir Thomas Hamner was made public. It* how- 
ever, was generally difapproved of, and Dr. Warburton's at- 
tempt a tew years afterwards, from which great expectations 

were 
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after the beft endeavours that have hitherto 
been ufed to reftore their original meaning. Be- 
sides, I believe I may venture to fay, it is more 
difficult to give a correct fpecimen of fo many 
writers, than a correct edition of any one: 
becaufe, when an Author's manner is once 
known, it will yery often help to red if y or dif- 

were formed, was not more fuccefsful. The failure of thefe 
gentlemen probably excited Dr. Johnfon to undertake a 
new edition} which would have precluded every further 
effort, had he executed the plan laid down in bis propofals. 
'* The editor, fays he, will endeavour to read the books 
" which the authour read, to trace his knowledge to the 
** fource, and compare his copies with their originals." 
Again, 4 * He hopes, that, by comparing the works of 
** Shakefpeare with thofe of writers who lived at the fame 
" time, immediately preceded or immediately followed 
" him, he mail be able, to afcertain his ambiguities, dif- 
•* entangle his intricacies, and recover the meaning of words 
*' now loft in the darknefs of antiquity." That Dr. John- 
fon was not poflefled of the materials neceflary to accom- 
plifli his own excellent defign would have been the fubjeel of 
regret with every reader of Shakfpeare, if the plan he had 
delineated had been negle&ed on its failure in his hands. 
Fortunately for the publick, it was refumedf by Mr. Steevens 
with unremitting attention and equal ability. The fuccefa 
which hath flowed this gentleman 's^refearches, joined to 
the affiftance of Dr. Farmer, Mr. Tyrwhitt, Mr. Malone, 
Mr. Warton, Mr. Toilet, and a few others, hath left very 
little for the induftry of any future commentator on our 
ever to be unequalled bard. 
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cover the meaning of corrupted or intricate 
paflages ; whereas the reading of fo many dif- 
ferent ftiles and manners of writing will be apt, 
without great care, to confound and mi (lead 
the judgment. . Add to this, that it i$ eaGer to 
correft the errors in a good author than in a bad 
one ; becaufe not only the conftruftion of the 
language is generally better and lefs confufed, 
but the fentiments are clearer and more ftrik- 
ing. After all, I fubmit what I have done to 
the judgment of the public, whofe candour I 
have often experienced, and on whofe good- 
nature I am afraid I fhali always have more oc- 
cafion to rely, than on any merit I fhall ever 
pretend to. So far am I from aiming at the 
charafter of a critic, that what corrections or 
emendations I have made are beftowed on the 
public (as good men do their alms) privately, 
and without oftentation. Yet however con- 
temptibly I may think of myfelf, I have the 
honour of keeping a critic in waiting for the 
publication of this colleftion, in order. to detedl 
and expofe the errors which may have efcaped 
me, or which I may not have been able to cor- 
reft. I heartily wifh him fyccefs in his under- 
taking ; I have pointed him out fome few, and 
4oubt not but, if he is truly induftrious, he will 

be 
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be able to find many others, which I (hall be 
very glad to fee amended. 

I conclude with begging leave to return my 
acknowledgments to all thofe who have given 
me the honour of their nanaes 4I to encourage 
this undertaking : I hope I have at lead fairly 
fulfilled the conditions of my propofal, as to the 
elegance and neatnefs of the book ; and as to 
this fhort account of the ftage, if it be a trifle, 
it is a trifle more than I promifed, I am alfo 
in a more particular manner to acknowledge 
my obligations to fome generous and learned 
friends, from whofe advice and afliftance I am 
fenfible my work has derived more value and 
corre&nefs than it could ever have appeared 
with, had I been left alone to ftruggle with my 
own weak endeavours. 

41 The firfl Edition of this Work was printed by fub- 
fcription, 

R. DODSLEY. 
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IN the foregoing Preface, Mr, Dodflcy hath 
carried on his account of the ftage to that 
period when the inroads of civil war, joined to. 
the fanatical madnefs then prevailing, over- 
threw the ftage, and foon after efFeded . the 
deftruftion of monarchy. In the prefcnt fop. 
plement it is intended, with as much accuracy 
as the few materials remaining will permit, to 
take up the narrative of thofe revolutions which 
the theatre hath fince undergone to the year 
1776 ; a year which in the annals of the ftage 
will be always deemed an important 6ne, being 
the time when the late Mr. Garrick terminated 
his theatrical life, and quitted the management 
of Drury-lane-playhoufe. 

From the commencement of hoftilities be- 
tween the king and his parliament, the per* 
formances of the ftage were intirely difcon- 
tinued. Of the feveral aftors then employed 
2 in 
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' in the theatres, fuch as were not prevented x by 
age went immediately into the army, and, 
as it might be expe&ed, took part with their 
fovereign, whofe affe&ion for their profeflion 

• had been fhewn by many inftances previous to 
the open rupture between him and his people* 
The event of the war was alike fatal to mo- 
narchy, and to the ftage. After a violent and 
bloody conteft of fome years, they bbth fell 
together, the king loft his life by the hands of 
an executioner, the theatres were abandoned 
or deftroyed, and thofe by whom they ufed to 
be .occupied were either killed in the wars, 
•worn out with old. age, or difperfed in different 
places, fearful of affembling left they (hould 
give offence to the ruling powers. 

The fate of their royal matter being deteiv 
mined, the furviving dependants on the drama 
were obliged again .to return to the exercife of 
their former profeflion. In the winter of the 
year 1648 % they ventured to aft fome plays at 
the Cockpit, but were foon interrupted and 

• filenced by the foldiers, who took them into 
cuftody in the midft of one of their performances, 
and committed them to prifon. After this in- 
effeftual attempt to fettle at their former quar- 

1 HifioriaHifirionica^voUXlh p. 544. z Ibid, 

ters, 
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ters, we hear no more of any public exhibition 
for fome time \ They ftill, however, kept to- 
gether, and, by connivance of the commanding 
officer at Whitehall, fometimes reprefented 
privately a few plays at a fhort diftance from 
town. They alfo were permitted to entertain 

? In the Mtrcurius Antepragmatkus y N° 18, Jan. 27, 1648, 
mention is made of an order of the Houfe of Commons iu 
thefe words : " And that the difobedient of what rank foerer 
*' may be regulated upon information given to the Houfe, 
*' that many ftage*plaies were a&ed in the feveral parts of 
** the City and County of Middlefex, not with Handing they 
'* were prohibited from their foppery by a former ordinance, 
" they ordered, that an ordinance fhould be drawn up for 
** fuppreffing all ftage-plaices, and for the taking downe all 
5* their boxes, fiages, and. feats whatfoever, that fo there 
" might be no more plaies a&ed : and indeed thefe are no 
" times to have publike interludes permitted, when the hand 
** of God lies (b heavy upon us, and all the powers of hell in 
" action againfl: us; if thofe proud parroting players cannot 
* l live, Jet them put their hands to worke, they aremoft of 
f * them a fort of fuperbious ruffians given to all manner of 
*' wicked neffe, arid becaufe fometimes the aires are cloathed 
*' in lions lkins, the dolts imagine themfelves fomebody, 
♦* walke in as great flate as Casfar, and demeane themfelves 
" as loftily as any of the twelve noble fpirited beads of the 
*' wildernefle ; away with them and their actions on the 
** publike ftage. 

** For fince we have fuppreftour adjutators, 
f ' tet's part the adors and the rude fpediators." 

fome 
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fome of the nobility at their country houfes, 
where they were paid by thofe under whole prp>- 
teftion they afted. They alfo obtained leave 
at particular feftivals to divert the publick at 
the Red-Bull, but this was not always without 
interruption. Thofe at the head of affairs ftifl 
continued their implacable rancour againft all 
who were connefted with polite letters, and 
the unfortunate a&ors who furvived to this 
period felt the greateft diftrefs. A (lender and 
precarious fupport was the whole they were al- 
lowed. In this fituation feveral of them were 
obliged to draw forth the manufcripts of their 
contemporaries which they had in their pof~ 
feflion, and many plays were publilhed which 
might otherwife have never Teen the light. 

But though the fury of religious zeal feemed 
to threaten that the ftage fhould never revive, 
and every method was taken which might tend 
to accomplilh that defign, the pleafure which 
had been received from dramatic entertain- 
. ments was too ftrong to be totally overcome. 
Amidft the gloom of fanaticifm, and whilft the 
royal caufe was confidered as defperate, Sir 

William Davenant, without moleftation, exhi- 
bited entertainments of declamation and mufic 
after the manner of the ancients at Rutland- 

houfe. 
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houfc 4 . He bdgan in the year 1656, and two 
years afterwards, removed to the Cockpit, 
Drury-lane, where he performed until the eye 
of the Reftoration. 

On the appearance of that event's taking 
place, the retainers of the theatre then remaining 
collefted .themfelves together, and began to re- 
fume their former employment. In the year 
1 659, about the time general Monk marched 
with his army out of Scotland towards London, 
Mr. Rhodes 5 , a bookfeller, who had formerly 
been wardrobe-keeper to the company which 

' 4 At the upper end of Alderfgate-ftreet, fays the title-page 
of fome of thefe performances. Oldys, in his Mf. Notes 
on N Langbaine, fpeaks of it as being fituated in Charter- 
boufe-yard. Two of thefe entertainments are mentioned in 
the Lift of Davenant's Works, vol. VIII. p. 401. To them 
may be added the following : 1 . The Cruelty of the Spaniards 
ia Peru; expreft'by inftrumental and vocal Mufick, and 
by art of perfpe&ivein Scenes, &c. reprefented daily at the 
Cockpit, In Drury-lane, at three in the afternoon punctually. 
4to, 1658. i. The Hiftory of Sir Francis Drake; expreft 
by inftruraental and vocal Mufick, &c. 4to, 1659. At the end 
of the former of thefe is the following Advertifemenc : 
" Notwithstanding the great expence rieceflary to fcenes 
" and other ornaments in this entertainment, there is good 
<f proviflon made' of places for a (hilling, and it (ball begin 
" certainly at three in the afternoon." 

5 Rofcius Anglkanus, p. 1 7« and Hiftoria Hifirionica^ vol. 

XII. p. 346. 

a&ed 
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afted at Black Fryers, fitted up the Cockpit ia 
Drury-lane. The adtors he procured were 
chiefly new to the ftage, and two of them had 
been his apprentices 6 . About the fame time, 
the few performers who had belonged to the 
old companies aflembled, and began to aft at 
the Red-Bull % in Saint JohnVftreet, and from 
the eagernefs with which two patents were foon 
afterwards obtained from the crown, it may be 
prefumed that they met with a confiderable fhare 
of fuccefs. Sir William Davenant, before the 
civil wars broke out, had been favoured with a 
patent 8 by Charges the Firft, and therefore his 
claim to a new one was warranted, as well by 
his former pofleffion as by his fervices and fuf- ' 
ferings in the royal caufe. The other candidate 
was 9 Thomas Killegrew, Efq. a perfon who 

6 Mr. Betterton and Mr. Kynafton. 

7 Rofcius AnglicanuS) p. I . 

8 This patent was granted 14 Car. I. 1639, and after- 
wards exemplified 13 Car. II. 1661. Both arc recited in, 
and both were furrendered up, by the letters patent of 
15 Jan. i± Car. II. 1662. It appears by the patent of 
14 Car. I. that a new playhoufe was intended to be built on 
apiece of ground behind the Three Kings Ordinary in Fleet- 
#reer. The public dift.irbances which began in that year 
feem to have prevented the execution of this defign. 

9 See Vol. XI. p» 369. 

1 had 
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had rendered himfelf acceptable to his fbvereign, 
as much by his vices and follies as by his wit 
or attachment to him in his diftrefs. 

The ■ aftors who had been employed by 
Rhodes foon afterwards -were taken under the 
protection of Sir William Davenant IO ^ and the 
remains of the old companies were received by 
Mr. Killegrew ; all of them were fworn by the 
Lord Chamberlain as fervants of the crown t 
the former being ftyled the Duke of York's 
company ; and the latter that of the King ". 

The King's company, after their removal 
from the Red-Bull, performed in a new built 
houfe lituated in Gibbons's Tennis-Court, near 
Clare-market ". But this theatre being not well 
adapted for the ufe to which it was appropriated, 
they were obliged to ere£t a more convenient 
one in Drury-lane. This latter was fini(he4 
and opened on the 8th day of April, 1662, with 


10 


Rofcius jfttgUcanus, p. 19. 

11 Cibber fays, '• About ten of the King's company were 
" on the royal houfchold eflabliftimentj having each tea 
•* yards of fcarlct cloth, with a proper quantity of lace al- 
" lowed them for liveries ; and, in their warrants from the 
" Lord Chamberlain, were ftyled Gentlemen of the Great 
" Chamber : whether the like appointments were extended 
" to the Duke's company, I am not certain/' Cibber's Afol. 

P- 75- 

12 Rofcius J figli 1 anus , p. u 

Beaumont 
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Beaumont and Fletcher's Comedy of Tbi 
Humourous Lieutenant* which was afted twelve 
nights fucceffively. . 

During thefe removals of the King's com- 
pany, their rivals belonging to the duke of 
York were fluffing their places of performance, 
and were fome time before they were wholly 
fettled. From the Cockpit they went to a new 
theatre built in Lincoln's Jnn Fields, which was 
Opened in the fpring of the year 1662, after 
feveral of their plays had been rehearfed at 
Apothecaries-Hall **. But this playhoufe was 
likewife foon difcovered to be ill contrived and 
inconvenient, and Sir William Davenant found 
it neceffary to fearch out a new fpot to eredt 
one more commodious. He fixed upon Dorfet- 
Garden, in Salifbury-Court, for this purpofe, 
but did not live to fee the edifice made any ufe 
of. This theatre will be mentioned hereafter. 

The two companies being now eftablifhed at 
Drury-lane and LincolnVInn Fields, they each 
began to exert their endeavours to obtain the 
favour of the town. The principal performers 
in. the King's company I4 were of the men, 
Hart, Mohun, Burt, Winterfel, Lacy, Cart- 

1J Rofcius AnglicanuSy p. 20. 
14 Ibid. p. 2, 

Wright, 
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Wright, and Clun ; to whom, after the opening 
of Drury-lane theatre, were added, Joe Haines, 
Griffin, Goodman, and fome others. Among 
the women were Mrs. Corey, Mrs. Marshall, 
Mrs. Knep, and afterwards Mrs. Boutel and 
Mrs. Eleanor Gwyn. Of the Duke's company 
were Betterton, Sheppy, Kynafton, Nokes, 
Mofely, and Floyd, who had all performed 
under Rhodes; Harris > Price, Richards, and 
Blagden, were added by Sir William Davenanr, 

* * * • • 

who alio about a year after received Smith, 
Sandfprd, Medburn, and two others. The 
atlrefles were Mrs. Davenport, Mrs. Saunderfon 
(who afterwards married Mr. Betterton), Mrs. 
Davies, and Mrs. Long ; all of whom boarded 
in the Patentee's houfe. Befides thefe, were 
Mrs. Gibbs, Mrs. Norris, Mrs. Holden, and 
Mrs. Jennings ; and, if any dependance may be. 
placed on the judgement of thofe who then 
frequented plays, there were more excellent 
performers in each company than have ever 
been feen together at any one time fince that 
period. 

The avidity of the public for theatrical enter- 
tainments fufficiently recompenfed for a con- 
fiderable time the affiduity of the performers, 
and the expectations of thofe who adventured 

Vol. I. g their 
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ft "* 

their money in building the theatres x \ Their t 
fuccefs was, however, foon interrupted by na- 
tional calumities. In 1 665, the plague broke 
out in London 1 * with great violence ; and in 
the fucceeding year, the fire which deftroyed 
the metropolis put a flop to the further progfefs 
of ftage-performances. 

After a difcontinuance of eighteen months, 
both houfes were again opened at Chriftmas, 
1 666 li . The miferies occafioned by the plague 
and fire were forgotten, and public diverfions 
were again followed with as much eagernefs 
as they had been before their interruption.' 
Both companies were at firft fuccefsful ; but af- 
ter the novelty of the feveral performers waa 
worn away, and their ftock of plays had been 
repeated until they became familiar, the Duke's . 
cbmpany, excellent as they were allowed to be, 
felt their inferiority by the (lender audiences 
they were able to draw together. This con- 
fideration induced Sir William Davenant to try 
the effedts of a new theatre, built with greater 
magnificence than that in LincolnVInn, and 
he chofe Dorfet-Garden, probably where the 
old playhoufe in Salifbury-Court ftood, as a 

15 See Hiftoria Hiftrionica, vol. XII. p. 346. 

16 Rofcius AngUcanuSf p.^6# *7 Ibid. 

proper 
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proper place for the purpofe ; but before this 
theatre was finifhed he died, and on that event 
the management of his property therein came 
into the hands of his widow Lady Davenant, 
Mr. Betterton, and Mr. Harris, affifted by 
Charles Davenant, afterwards well known as a 
politician and civil lawyer. This new houfe 
was opened on November, 1671 x8 , notwith- 
flanding the oppofition made to it by the 
city of London. But the opinion of the 
publick ft ill inclining to the King's company, 
Mr. Davenant was obliged to have recourfe to a 
new fpecies of entertainment. He determined 
to call in the affiftance of fhew and found, he 
increafed the fplendor of his icenery, and intro- 
duced mufic, fmging, and dancing, into fome of 
the pieces reprefented X9 . Dramatic Operas, with 
expenfive decorations, foon came into fafhion, 
and enabled the Duke's company to obtain am 
advantage over their competitors, which they 
were not intitled to *° by their merit. 

xt Rrliquz* Btmuriame, fol. 1696, p. 89. p. 3d. There 
{eems to have been a playhoufe Handing at the Reiteration 
on the fame fpot. Tatham's Play, called The Rump, was 
afted at Dorfet-Court in 1660. 

*• Macbeth, The Tempeft, PJycbe, Circe, tie Emprefs ef 
Morocco* 

20 Cibbert Apology, p. 79. 

g 2 Soon 
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Soon after th$ Duke's company began to aft 
in their new theatre, an accident happened which 
mud have difabted their antagonists from con- 
tending with them for a foort time. In January, 
1-671-2, "the playhoufe in Drury-hne took fire, 
and wa$ entirely demolifhed. The violence of 
the conflagration was fo great, that between fifty 
and fixty adjoining boufes were burnt or blown 
up". Where the company belonging to this 
boufe removed, I have not been able to dif- 
cover, though I find they continued to aft in 
the- fevetal years which intervened between the 

2 ? Reliquiae Baxteriana^ fol. 1696, p. 89* p. 3d. This 
theatre, T believe, was fometimes called the theatre in 
Covent-Garden. (See Preface to T/je Mfer 7 by Shad well, 
4*0, 167a.) Mr, Walpole,* freaking of Robert Aggas, 
commonly called Augus, obferves, that Graham, in bis 
School of Englifh Painting, makes him the painter or fcenes 
for the playhoufe in Coven t- Garden. Robert Aggas died 
in London in 1679, aged about 60;—" but I know not," 
faya Mr« Walpole (Anecdotes of Painting, vol.1, p. 1^7.) 
46 what the author I quote means. by a playhoufe invCovent* 
" Garden before the year 1679 ; I fuppofe it (hould be the 
" theatre in Dorfet-Grardens." From the above Preface it 
plainly appears, that the mi flake arofe from the fame houfe 
being fometimes ijpoken of as lunate in Drury-lane ; and at 
other times in Covent-Garden.. Graham was* therefore, 
right in his account. I find alfo an Opera, called Ariadne, 
printed in 410, 1673-4, as a&ed at the Theatre Royal in 
Covent-Garden, 

deftrudtion 
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t 

deflxu&ion of the oldhoufe and its being re^- 
built ; and from the feries of plays which they 
produced, it feems probable that they imme- 
diately occupied fome theatre which then re- 
mained unufed ". The proprietors of the old 
playhoufe, after they. had recovered the con~ 
fternation which this accident had thrown them 
into, refolved to rebuild their theatre with fuck 
improvements it might be fuggeited; and for that 
purpofe^ employed Sir Chriftopher Wren, the' 
mod celebrated architect of his time, to draw 
the defigft, arid fuperintend the execution of 
it. The plan which he produced, in the 
opinion of thofe who were well able to judge 
of it, was fuch a one as was alike calculated 
for the advantage of the performers and 
fpe&ators ; and the feveral alterations after* 
wards made in it, fo far from being improve- 
ments, contributed only to defeat the inten- 

az Or perhaps a temporary playhoufe was built. This 
may b6 conje&ured from the following lines in a Prologue, 
by Dryden, fpoken thefirft day of the King's houfe a&injj 
after the fire : 

«* But we with golden hopes are vainly fed, 
" Talk high, and entertain you in aJbeJ, 
*' Your prefence here, for which we humbly fue, 
** Will grace old theatres, and build up new." 


g 3 
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tion of the architect, and to fpoil the build- 
ing . 

The 

a3 Mr. Cibbcr, fpcaking of the alterations made io the 
Hay-market theatre, built by Sir John Vanbrugh, fays, 
** as there are not many fpe&ators who may remember what 
*' form the Drury-lane theatre flood in about forty years ago, 
** before the old patentee, to make it hold more money, took 
" it into his head to alter it, it were but juftice to lay the 
" original Jigure, which Sir Chriftopher Wren firft gave it, 
*' and the alterations of it now ftanding,' in a fair light; 
" that equal fpectators may fee, if they were at their choice, 
*' which of their fiructures would incline them to a pre* 
" ference. — It muft be obferved then, that thrfarea or plaN 
€l form of the old ftage projected about four feet forwarder, 
** in a femioval figure, parallel to the benches of the pit ; 
** and that the former lower doors of entrance for the actors 
41 were brought down between the two foremoft (and then 
41 only) pilafters ; in the place of which doors, now the two 
'* ftage-boxes are fixr. That where the doors of entrance 
f * now are, there formerly flood two additional fide wings, in 
" front to a full fet of fcenes, which had 'then almofl a double 
u effect, in their loftinefs and magnificence. Bythis.ori- 
** ginal form the ufual flation of the actors, in almoft every 
44 fcene, was advanced at leafl: ten feet nearer to the audience, 
*« than they now can be ; becaufe, not only from the ftage's 
** being fhortened in front, but likewife from the additional 
*' interpofition of thofe flage-boxes, the actors (in refpect 
•' to the fpedtators, that fill them) are kept fo much more 
*' backward from the main audience, than they ufed to be: 
44 but when the actors were in poifeflion of that forwarder 
" fpace, to advance upon, the voice was then more in the 
44 centre of the houfe, fo that the moil diilant ear had fcarce 

44 the 


MR. DODSLEY'S' PREFACE. xci 

The new theatre being finifhed, was opened 
on the 26th of March, 1674. On this occafion 
a Prologue and Epilogue were delivered, both 
written by Mr. Dryden 24 , Jn which the plain- 
nefs and want of ornament in the houfe, com- 
pared with that in Dorfet-Gardens, were parti- 
cularly mentioned, ^he encouragement given 
to the latter on account of its fcenery and de- 
corations was not forgotten; and as an apo- 
logy for the deficiency of embelifliment which 
was to be found in the former, the direction of 

4 * the leaft doubr, or difficulty, in hearing what fell from the 
" weakeft utterance : all objects were thus drawn nearer to 
" thefenfe ; every painted fcene was ftronger; every grand 
i( fcene and dance more extended ; every rich or fine coloured 
u habit had a more lively luftre : nor was the minuteft mo- 
c< tion of a feature (properly changing with the paffion, or 
* 4 humour, it fuited) ever loft, as they frequently muft be in 
44 the obfcurity of too great a diftance : and how valuable 
" an advantage the facility of hearing diltinctly is to every 
c< well a&ed fcene, every common fpeclator is a judge. A 
'* voice fcarce raifed above the tone of a whifper, either in 
44 tendernefs, refignation, innocent diftrefs, or jealoufy fup- 
4 * prefled, often have as much concern with the heart, as 
44 the clamorous paifions ; and when, on any of thefe occa- 
44 lions, fuch affe&ing fpeeches are plainly heard or loft, how 
44 wide is the difference, from the great or little fatisfaclion 
'•received from them?" Citter's Apology 9 edit. 1750, 
p. 33%. 

* 4 See his Works, vol. II. p. 30*. 
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his Majefty is exprefly averted 2S . That the 
concerns of the ftage were fometimes thought 
not unworthy the notice of royalty is very well 
^novim. 

The preference given to Davenant's theatre, 
on account of its fcenexy arid decorations, 
alarmed thofe belonging fo the rival houfe. 
To ftop the progrefs bf fhe public tafte, and to 
divert it towards themfelves, they endeavoured 
to ridicule the performances which were fo 
.much followed. The perfon employed wa$ 
Tfhomas Duffet, who parodied the Tempeft; 
Macbetfc, and PJycbe : thefe efforts were, how- 
ever, ineffectual. The Duke's theatre conti- 
nued to be frequented j the viftory of found 
and fhew over fcnfe and reafon was as com- 
^lete.in the theatre at this period as it hath of* 
tea been fince. The King's theatre languiflied $ 
but the great expences incurred at the other 
"diminifhed their gains to fuch a degree, that 
after a few years the leaders in each difcovered 
that it would be for their mutual advantage tb 
unite their interefts together, and open but one 

' as ** Yet, if fome pride with want may be allowed, 
" We in our plainnefs may be juftly proud : 
*' Oitr royal mafter ivill'd itjliould befo ; 
" Whatc'er he's pleas'd to own, can need no ibew. w 

'* ' houf<^ 
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Jioufe. Of thofe who originally belonged to 
Killegrew's company, feverai had quitted the 
ftage, foiiic were dead, and the chief who re* 
mained began to experience the infirmities of 
age, Thefe confiderations induced them to 
liften to overtures from Davenant, Betterton, 
and Smith, who entered into an agreement with 
Hart and Kynafton, which effectually detached 
thofe performers from the King's theatre a6 . 
Their revolt, and the influence which they pof- 
feffed, feem to have effefted the union fooner 
than it otherwife might have been agreed to, 
though it could not have been prevented any 
length of time a7 , having been recommended 
by the King. The junction took place in the 
year 1682 * 8 , on which event the Duke's com- 
pany quitted Dorfet-Gardens, and removed to 
Drury-lane. Hart performed no more, but re-. 
tired on a penfion ; and Mahon foon afterwards 
died. The remainder of the troop were incor- 

26 This agreement is printed in Gildon's Life of Bet- 
terton, 1710, p. 8. 

27 Cibber's Apology, p. 81. 

a8 Gibber fays 1684 > arj d Derrick, in bis Edition of 
Dryden, vol. II • p.^o. hath dated it in 1686. The date, 
however; above fet down is the true one. Mrs. Barry, who 
was one of the King's company, performed in The Spanijh 
Fryer ) which appeared in the latter end of 1681, or the 
beginning of 1682. 

porated 
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pof atecT with thk Duke's, and for the future 
were ftylcd the King^ Company. 

The advantages which were expefled to fol- 
low this jundti6n do not appear to have been the 
'confequence of it. Though the patents were 
'united, the profits to" the proprietors and per- 
: formers feem not to have been increafed. The 
'old patentees either fold their authority to new 
adventurers, orrelinquiflied all their attention to 
the management. On the 30th of Auguft, 
1687, Mr. Charles Davenant afligned his patent 
to Alexander Davenant, efq; who, on the 24th 
of March, 1690, fold his intereft therein to 
Chriftopher Rich *% a lawyer, whofe name is 
often to be found in the future annals of the 
theatre. This gentleman, who Was not pot 

39 From the reprefentatives of this gentleman, the prefent 
patentees of Covent- Garden theatre derive the authority they 
enjoy. It is generally faid and believed, that the patent 
granted to Killegrew is in the fame hands. The obfcuiity 
which always accompanies the transfer of private pro- 
perty prevents me from tracing the manner in which that 
patent was difpofed of. By a letter from Mr. Pope to Aaron 
Hill, dated 2 2d of May, 1733, it is faid, that a patent not 
ufed was then in the hands of one of the Davenant family ; 
and on Auguft 3 [, in the fame year, Mr. Hill mentions an 
offer which had been made to him of a patent on payment 
of 400/. a year. Whether this was the lame mentioned by 
Mr. Pope, I am unable to difcover. 

fefled 
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fefled of abilities calculated to make the ft age 
flourifh under his adminiftration, foon contrived 
to engrofs the whole power into his own hands. 
By various inftances of mifmanagement, he 
alienated the affe&ions of the principal per- 
formers from him, and by wanton oppref- 
fions provoked them to attempt their deli- 
verance from the tyranny he exerciled over 
thenrt. An affociation of the adtors was entered 
into, with Betterton at the head of it. Their 
complaint, by means of the earl of Dorfet 3 °, 
was laid before king William, and was con- 
fidered of fufficient importance to engage the 
attention of his Majefty. The principal lawyers 
at that period were confulted, who agreed that 
the grants, from king Charles ta Killegrew and 
Davenant, did not preclude the reigning prince 
from giving a fimilar authority to any per* 
fon with whom he might chufe to intruft 
it. In confequence of this opinion, a li- 
cence was granted to a feleft number of "the 
players to adt in a feparate theatre for them- 
felves. 

This favour being obtained, a fubfeription 
was fet on foot for building a new theatre within 
the walls of the Tennis-Court, in Lincoln's-Inn 

30 Cibber's Apology, p. 1^7. 

Fields, 
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Fields 3X . The people of quality, to (hew. their 
fenfe of the ill treatment which the aftors had 
received, contributed very liberally for this pur- 
pofe. The patentees became fenfible of the 
folly of their conduct, and, to repair the mif- 
.chicf they had done themfelves, endeavoured 
to retain as many of the aftors as they could 
engage. To fupply the places of fome who 
Jiad left them, they brought a few new* per- 
formers from the companies in the country, 
and -made the befl: difpofition they were able, to 
encounter their enemies. 

The theatre in Lincoln's-Inn Fields was 
opened, on the 30th of April, 1695, with the 
new Comedy of Love for Love 3 *, which was a&ed 
with extraordinary fuecefs during the remainder 
of the feafon. The new adventurers, however* 
met with an oppofition from a quarter where it 
was not expe&ed. A number of the inhabi- 
tants of LincolnVInn Fields, finding themfelves 
ingommoded by the concourfe of coaches which 
the playboufe drew together, had recourfe to 
the law to remedy the inconveniences they fuf- 
fered. In Trinity Term, they moved the Court 
of King's Bench for a prohibition to reftrain the 
company from afting any longer at the new 

31 Cibber's Apology, p. 158. 3 * Ibid, p. 160. 
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lioufe; and a rule being granted, caufe was~ 
fhewn againd it in the fucceeding term, when 
further time 33 was allowed to each party to 
come before the court more fully prepared to 
fupport an'd invalidate their feveral fuggeftions. 
The event of this law-fuit can only be con- 
jedtured from the company's being permitted 
to a<5t until their removal to the Hay- market. 

The profperity of the new houfe was of no 
long continuance. • After one or two years fuc- 
cefs the audiences began to decline, and it wa3 
found that two rival theatres were more that 
the town was able to fupport. The old houfe 
differed all the diftrefles which obftinacy and 
ignorance in a manager at the head of a raw, 
unexperienced fet of aftors could produce. 
Having little judgement to dired him in the 
conduft of a theatre, he not only permitted the 
bed plays to be mangled by the mod defpicable 
performers, but by the introduction of tum- 
blers and buffoons, and by other extravagances, 
brought the entertainments of the ftage to the 
lowed degree of contempt 34 . He perfifted, 
however, to the lad in the fame mode of conduct 
which his fon afterwards followed, and by fhat 

33 Skinner's Reports, p. 625. 

34 Qibbcr, pailim, 
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means had a greater influence on the prefent ' 
public entertainments than at firft light would 
be thought probable. 

While the rival theatres were contending 
againft each other with inveterate malice, an 
enemy to the very toleration of dramatic en- 
tertainments appeared, who, with confidcr- 
able ability and with all the rigid puritanical 
maxims of a fevere fed, attacked the ftage 
on account of its profanenefs and immora- 
lity. This was the celebrated Jeremy Col- 
lier, who in 1697 publifhed a book, containing 
a fevere invedlive againft the adting of plays, 
the profligacy of the performers, and the licen- 
tioufnefs of the poets ; and having fome truth 
and juftice on his fide, the advocates for the 
theatre found thcmfelves hard prefled to an- 
fwer the charges brought againft their favourite 
diverfion. It cannot be denied but that many 
authors, and fome in great favour with the 
publick, had writcen in a manner which war- 
ranted the cenfure of every perfon who pro- 
feffed the leaft regard to propriety or decency. 
Mr. Collier was oppofed by Congreve, Van- 
brugh, Dryden, Dennis, and others, with wit 
and humour, but without confuting the ob- 
jections which had been darted either againft 
1 themfelves 
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themfelves individually, or againft the ftage in 
general. The public opinion ran lb much 4 
againft the defenders of the theatre, and in fa- 
vour of their enemy, that king William con- 
fidered Mr. Collier's book as a work which en- 
titled the author of it to fome lenity in a pro- 
fecution then carrying on in confequence of 
errors in his political conduit 3S . This con- 
troverfy produced as much as could be wiihed 
for from it, Mr. Cibber pbferves, the calling 
our dramatic writers to this ftritt account 
" had a very wholefome effed upon thofe who 
writ after this time. They were now a great 
deal more upon their guard; indecencies 
were no longer wit; and by degrees the fair 
fex came again to fill the boxes on the firft day 
" of a new comedy without fear or cenfure." 

To forward the ftage's reformation, profecu- 
tions were commenced againft fome of the per- 
formers for repeating prophane and indecent 
words. Several were found guilty, and Bet- 
terton and Mrs. Bracegirdle were adually 
fined 36 . Thefe feverities were not entirely 
thrown away. From this period may be date^ 

* 5 Cibber, p. 22$. 

16 GildWs Companion between the two ftages> 1702., 
Svo. p. 1 4 j. 

the 
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the introduftion of that rhore refined tafte which 
hath done fo much credit to the Britifh theatre. 
The managers afting under the united pa-' 
tent* had hitherto made ufe of both' the theatres 
in Dorfet-Garden 37 and Drury-lane ; but about 
this tithe the former of thefe houfes was de- 
ferred 38 . The company which had been left 
by Bitter ton and his party, after ftruggling with 

37 In a paper publifhed by Theoph. Cibber in 1733, dur*« 
ing his conieft with Highmore, it is faid, that Dorfet-Garden. 
was ufed as a dimmer theatre. 

* 8 A lottery \Vas drawn there in the year 1698, as maybe 
feen' from the following title of a pamphlet printed at that 
time: " The wheel of fortune, or nothing for a penny. 
" Being remarks on the drawing of the penny lottery at the 
4< Theatre-royal in Dorfet-Garden, with the characters of 
44 (brae of the hbridurable truftees, and all due acknowlege- 
44 ments to bis honour the undertaker. Written by a perfon 
" who was curfed mad he had not the 1000 /. Lot." 4to. 
In the preceding year, Settle's Play of The World in the 
Moon had been a£ted there. But in 1 700, if it was occupied 
at all, it muft have been by rope-dancers. In the Prologue 
to The Confront Cvtipk, are thefe lines : 

•' Ah' frtends 1 poor Dtnftt-Gdrdcn-Houfe is gone J 

44 Our merry meeting! there are all undone : 

** Quit^ loft to us* fure for fome Grange mifdeeds, - t 

u That firong dog SampYon pull'd it o'er our heads* 

*' Snaps rope like thread : but when his fortune's told him, 

*• He'll hear perhaps of rope will one day hold, him i 

n At leaft, I hope that our good-natur'd town * 

44 Will find a way^o pull his prices down," 

3 unequal 
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unequal force againft the excellent performers 
who lifted under the banner of that refpe&ftbk 
veteran, began now to remove the prejudices 
which had been entertained againft them, and 
to claim their {hare of 'applaufe. Many of 
them were much improved. They had the 
advantage of youth, and having had the Oppor- 
tunity of exhibiting themfelves in new cha- 
racters, where companions to their difad van- 
tage could not be made, they began to be 
viewed in a more favourable light. In the 
mean time, Betterton and fome of his alio- 
ciates were daily lofing ground through old 
age. Their fyftem of management, which had 
been haftily fettled, deprived their principal 
-friend of that authority which is necefiary for the 
perfon who undertakes to govern any body of 
people, and efpecially thofe who belong to a 
theatre. The houfe itfelf was too fmall, and 
poorly fitted up, very inefficient for the pur- 
pofes of profit or fplendor. Thefe confidera<- 
tions induced Sir John JVanbragh to procure 
fubfcriptions for ere&ing a new and magnificent 
playhoufe in the Hay-market, calculated to do 
honour to the architeft and to the nation, and 
at the fame time produce wealth to thofe who 
were concerned in it. The fum of 3000/. 
Vol. I. h wa* 
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was immediately raifed, and the building begun 
under Sir John's direction. 

On this fcheme being propofed, it was agreed 
that Mr. Betterton fhould afifign 39 over to 
Vanbrugh his licence to perform, and for the 
future ferve only as an aftor without any con- 
cern in the conduit or direction of the theatre. 
The propofal was readily afiented to on the 
part of Betterton. He had now been upon the 
Itage between forty and fifty years, and found 
the infirmities of age beginning to make inroads 
upon his conftitution. He was therefore de- 
firous of repofe, and to be relieved from the 
fatigues of management. In the latter part of 
the year 1704, he performed his part of the 
agreement by furrendering to Sir John Van- 
brugh all his right and intereft in the licence 
granted to him. The new proprietor affociated 
himfelf with Mr. Congreve, and, from the joint 
-abilities of fuch excellent writers, great expedi- 
tions wer£ formed. On the 9th day of April, 
1705, the theatre was opened with an Italian 
Opera, which did not meet with the fuccefs 
expe<Sted from it 4 °, and a Prologue written by 

Sir 

39 Downes, p. 47., 

40 The foundation ltone of this theatre was laid by Lady 
Harriet Godolphin, fays Curll ; but, acccording to others, 

z by 
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Sir Samuel Garth. The failure of their firft 
hope obliged the principal manager to exert 
himfelf; and he accordingly, with that happy 
facility which accompanied him in writing, im- 
mediately produced no lefs than four 4I new 
pieces. But thefe were infufficient to bring the 
theatre into reputation. It was foon found, 
that the architect of it was better qualified to 
fupport the ftage by his writings than to build 
houfes to aft them in. Every piece reprefen ted 
appeared under manifeft difadvantage. The 
edifice was a vaft triumphal piece of archi- 
tecture, wholly unfit for every purpofe of con- 
venience ; the vaft columns, the gilded cor- 
nices, and lofty roofs, availed very little, when 
fcarce one word in ten could be diftin&ly heard, 
for it had not then the form it has now. " At 
" the firft opening it," fays Mr. Cibber, " the 
c< flat cieling, that is now over the orcheftre, 
u was then a femi-oval arch, that fprung fif- 
" teen feet higher from above the cornice. 
" The cieling over the pit too was ftill more 
raifed, being one level line from the high eft 


u 


by Lady Sunderland, and upon it was infcribed The little 
Whig. Dr. Garth's Prologue is printed in his Works. 

41 The Confederacy; The Cuckold in Conceit ; Squire Treeloby \ 
and The Miftake. Gibber's Apology, p. 263. 
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w SUPPLEMENT TO 

'* back part of the upper gallery to the front 
" of the ftage ; the front boxes were a continued 
" femicircle to the bare walls of the houfe on 
" qach fide : this extraordinary and fuperfluous 
** fpace occafioned fuch an undulation from 
" the voice of every aftor, that generally what 
they faid founded like the gabbling of fo many 
" people in the lofty ifles in a eathedral—Thc 
" tone of a trumpet, or the fwell of an eunuch's 
" holding note, 'tis true, might be fweetened 
" by it •, but the articulate founds of a fpeak- 
" ing voice were drowned by the hollow rever- 
** bations of one word under another 4 V* To 
thefe disadvantages the fituation might be added; 
it had not at that time the benefit of a large 
city, which hath fince been built in its neigh* 
bourhood, and it was too remote from the 
then frequenters of the theatre to be much at- 
tended by them. AU thefe circumftances unit* 
ing together afforded fa little profpe& of profit 
or fuccefs, that in a few months Mr. Congijeve 
gave up his fhare and intereft wholly to Sir 
John Vanbr ugh 4 v ; who, at the end of the fecond 
feafon, either finding the gains which arofefrom 
the management too few, or the trouble arifing 
from his attendance on it too much, grew 

4a Cibber'g Apol. p. 259. 4? Ibid. p, 26 3. 

alfo 
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alfo dlfgufted trith his fituatioq, and wiflied to 
be relieved from it. But of fo little value was 
the theatre confidered at that jun&ure, that no 
pcrfon thought it t>f confcquence enough to 
apply for it. At length it was offered to Mr. 
Owen Swiney, a mere adventurer without pro- 
perty, who had been employed by Mr. Rich as 
under-manager, and who* with the concurrence 
of his principal, agreed for it at the rate of five 
pounds for every adting day, and ftot to exceed 
700 /. in the yeatV The new manager entered 
upon his undertaking in the latter part of the 
year 1706, and At the end of the firft feafon 
found that he had confiderably improved his 
fortune. 

From the time thftt Mr. Rich got pofFeflion 
of Drury-lane theatre, he had paid no regard 
to the property of any of the parties who had 
joint interefts with him, but proceeded as 
though he was fole proprietor of it. Whatever 
he received he kept to himfelf, without account* 
ing to any of his partners ; and he had con- 
tinued this mode of eonduft fo long, that thofe 
who had any claims on the theatre abandoned 
them in defpair of ever receiving any advan- 
tage from them. The concerns of the play- 
houfe were thought of fo little worth, that about 

h 3 this 
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this time Sir Thomas Skipwith, who Cibber 
fays had an equal right ** with Rich, in a frolick, 
made a prefent of his fhare to CoJonel Brett, a 
gentleman of fortune, who foon after forced 
himfelf into the management much againft the 
inclination of his partner. The ill effe& of two 
playhoufes being open at once, in point of pro- 
fit, appeared lb evident to Mr. Brett, that the 
firft objeft he dedicated his attention to was a 
reunion of. the two companies, and, through 
the interpofition of the Lord Chamberlain, he 
effe&ed it in the year i j6$. It was then refolved, 
that the theatre in the Hay-market fliould be 
appropriated to Italian Operas-, and that in 
Drury-lane to Plays. The one was given to 
Swiney, and the other continued with Rich 
and Brett-, the latter of whom conducing the 
bufinefs of it in a different manner from what 
it had heretofore been, brought it once more 
into fo good a ftate, that Sir Thomas Skipwith 
repented of his generality, and applied to the 
court of Chancery to have the property he had 
given away reftored him. Colonel Brett, of- 

44 Cibber's Apol. p. 300. If this is a fa&, it may be 
prefumed that the patent granted to Killegreiv, either in 
part or the whole, was veiled in him. It does not appear 
how he became intitled to it. 

fended 
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fended at this treatment, relinquifhed his claim ; 
and Mr. Rich again pofieffed himfelf of all the 
powers of the patent. 

Inftead of being warned, by. the experience of 
pad times* to avoid the difficulties which a tyran- 
nical snd opprefiive behaviour to the performers 
had occafioned, the afting nlanager refumed 
his former condudt, without fearing or appre- 
hending any refiftance to his ineafures. An ap- 
plication to the Lord Chamberlain was the con- 
fluence ; and that officer, who was fuppofed to 
poffefs both an abiblute and undefinable au- 
thority over the ftage, agreed to permit as many 
of the adtors as chofc to engage with Swiney to 
defcrt from Drury- lane, and aft at the Hay- 
market 4S . A private treaty was accordingly 
entered into j and Wilks, Dogget, and Cibber, 
were propofed to be managers and joint-fharers 
with Swiney in conducting the theatre, which 
for the future was to be ufed both as a Play- 
houfe and Opera-houfe. After all the prelimi- 
naries were fettled, the Lord Chamberlain iflued 
an order, dated jth of June, 1709, forbidding 
the patentees to perform any longer; on which 
the houfe was (hut up. 

45 Gibber's Apol. p. 331% 
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The deferters immediately began to alter the 
Hay- market theatre, in order to obviate the in^ 
conveniences of its original cooftru&ion, and 
make it fit for the representation of dramatic 
performances. They began to a&in the winter 
of the year 1 709 ; and their audiences fo much 
exceeded their expectations 4 *, that they would 
have had every reafon to be content with the 
change which had happened, if the dire&iort 
of the Operas, which this feafon began to de* 
cline, bad not greatly diminished their profits. 
On the whole, however, they appear to have 
received more than they had done at Drury- 
Jane, and therefore were not diffatisfied with 
their emancipation from the authority of their 
former governor. 

. The power of the Chamberlain had always 
been implicitly acknowledged. Thofe there- 
fore who ha<t any concern in the interdicted 
theatre patiently fubmitted to the prohibition, 
wd had recourfe only to fuppKcations in order 
to procure a revocation of the filencing order. 
As it was put in execution fo late in the feafon, 
no immediate detriment enfued ; and it was 
generally expede'd, that as the time of afting 
approached in the fallowipg winter, the? proprie- 

46 Citbpr's ApoU p. 345. 
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tors would be permitted to open their fioufe. 
The foinmer was taken up in petitions to the 

'Chamberlain, and appeals to the Queen's jufticc 
and humanity, both from the patentees and 
players. The applications, however, were not 
crowned with fuccefs ; the order was ftHl con- 
tinued in force, and at the beginning of the 
fetfen one theatre only employed. 

A* foon as it appeared with certainty that 
the old manager would not be aWe to obtain 
a recall of the order for filencing th^ patent* 

. ene who had fome property in the hotrfe, and 
who had joined in all the applications to be 
relieved againft the Chamberlain's mandate, 
determined to avail himfelf of his mtereft at 
Court, and profit by the diftrefs of his partners. 
This was William Collier, Efq; a lawyer 41 of an 
enterprising head and a jovial heart. He was 
* member of parliament, and by his convivial 
qualities had become a favourite with the peo- 
ple then in power, and was often admitted to 
partake with them in thofe detached hours of 
life when bufinefs was to give way to pleafure. 
This gentleman, obfefving the fituation of 
theatrical affairs to be defperate in the hands of 
Mr- Rich, applied for and obtained a licence to 

* 

47 Cibber's Apology, p. 345, 

take 
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take the management of the company left at 
Drury lane. The late patentee, who ftill con- 
tinued in the theatre, though without the 
power ot ufing it, was not to be Temoved with- 
out corppulfion. Mr. Collier, therefore, pro- 
cured a leafe of the houfe, from the landlords 
of it, and armed with this authority took the 
advantage of a rejoicing 4S night, the 22d of 
November, when, with a hired rabble, he broke 
into it, and turned the former owner out of 
pofiefiion. 

Here ended the power of Mr. Rich over the 
theatres. After bis expulfion from Dr,ury-lane, 
he employed the remainder of his life in re- 
building the playhoufe in LincolnVInn Fields, 
which was opened about fix weeks after his 
death by his fon, in the year 1714, with the 
Comedy of The Recruiting, Officer 49 . Both this 
theatre and its manager will be mentioned 
hereafter. 

The fcheme which Mr. Collier had engaged 
in did not profper according to his wifhes ; the 
profits of the feafon were very fmall, and by no 

48 Cibber's Apology, p. 346, A ludicrous account of this 
tranfa&ion is given in the Tatkr, N° 99. 

49 On this occafion I have been informed, by a gentleman 
who was prefent, that a Prologue was fpoken by the new 
manager drefled in mourning. 

means 
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means a compenfation for the trouble, rifle, and 
expence, which he had been at in feating him- 
felf on the theatrical throne. The joint-fharers 
at the Hay-market had acquired both fame 
and money ; he therefore meditated an exchange 
of threatres with them, and, by again employ- 
ing his influence at court, foon effedted it. By 
the agreement which was then entered into be-* 
tween the rival managers, the fole licence for 
adting Plays was vetted in Swiney and his 
partners ; and the performance of Operas was 
to be confined to the Hay-market under the 
dire&ion of Collier 50 . 

The authority which this gentleman had now 
obtained in the Opera-houfe, he immediately 
farmed to SI Aaron Hill, Efq; for 600 /. per 
annum ; but before the feafon expired he re- 
fumed the management again into his own 
hands. The flourifhing ftate of Drury-lane 
had attracted his notice and envy. He grew 
again diflatisfied with his ftation, and propofed 
once more to return to the ftage he had aban- 
doned. The fame power which had hitherto 
fupported him in his caprices (till continued to 
favour bim. Swiney was obliged to return to 
the Hay-market -, and Collier, Wilks, Dogget, 

50 Cibber's Apology, p. 353. 5I Ibid. 356. 

and 
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and Cibber, remained at Drury-lane, where 
from this period the abilities, induftry, and in- 
tegrity, of the managers brought their theatre 
into fo much reputation, that it became to them 
the fource of independance during the reft of 
their lives. At the end of the firft feafon, 
Swiney was ruined at the Hay-market, and 
obliged to banifh himfelf from the kingdom. 

As foon as the new regulation was fettled, 
Collier rendered his fhare a finecure, and agreed 
to accept a certain fum annually in lieu of all 
claims. In. 1712, the Tragedy of Cato wa* 
afted, wherein Mr. Booth acquired fo much 
reputation, that he was encouraged to folicit for 
a fhare in the management of the theatre, and 
Was gratified in it during the fucceeding year. 
Gn his introduction, Dogget, in difguft, retired 
from the management, to which he never after- 
wards returned. 

In the year 1714, Queen Anne died; and, 
amongft the changes which that event brought 
about, the management of Drury-lane theatre 
was not too inconfiderable to attract the notice 
of the court. At the defire of the afting ma- 
nagers, Sir Richard Steele procured his name to 
be inferted inftead of Collier's in a new licence 
jointly with them; and this connexion lafted 

many 
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many years equally to the advantage of all the 
parties'. In this year, the prohibition which the 
patent had been long under was removed* and 
Lincoln's- Inn Fields threatre opened under the 
dirediion of the late Mr. John Rich. 

No fooner were dramatic performances per- 
mitted at two theatres, than the manager of the 
weaker company was obliged to have recourfe 
to foreign aid, and to oppofe his antagonifts 
with other weapons than the merits of his 
aftors, or the excellence of the pieces reprc- 
fedted by them. The performers who were 
under Mr. Rich's, dire&ion were fo much in- 
ferior to thofe at Drury-lane, that the latter 
carried away all the applaufe and favour of the 
town. In this diftrefs, the genius of the new ^ 
manager fuggefted to him a fpecies of enter- 
tainment, which hath always been confidered as 
contemptible, but which at the fame time hath 
been ever followed and encouraged. Panto- 
mimes were now brought fowards ; and, as found 
and (hew had in the laft century obtained a 
vi&ory over fenfc and reafon, the fame event 
would have followed again, if the company at 
Drury-lane had not, from the experience of 
pad times, thought it advifable to adopt the 
fame meafures* The fertility of Mr. Rich's 

invention 
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invention in thefe exotic entertainments, and 
the excellence of his performances in them, 
muft be ever acknowledged. By means of 
thefe only, he kept the managers of the other 
houfe at all times from relaxing their diligence ; 
•and, to the difgrace of public tafte, frequently 
obtained more money by fuch ridiculous and 
paltry performances than all the fterling merit 
of the other houfe was 'able to acquire. 

The bufinefs of the ftage was carried on fuc- 
cefsfully, and without interruption, until about 
.the year 1720, when on a difguft which the 
duke of Newcaftle, then lord chamberlain, had 
received from Mr. Cibber 52 , that gentleman 
was for fome time forbid to perform ; and foon 

. after 

5 * The author of a Pamphlet, called " The State of the 
" Cafe, between the Lord Chamberlain of his Majefty's 
4< Houfehold and Sir Richard Steele, as reprefented by that 
" Knight, reflated, bcc" p. 30. mentions fome ftrokes le- 
velled at the miniftry, in Mr. Cibber's Dedication of Ximena 
to Sir Richard Steele, and thefe. were likely to have been 
what gave offence. The. fame writer, however, afterwards 
aflerts the following to have been the real caufe : " My 
** Lord Duke had a mind to have a certain pnrt performed by 
" a certain actor, which was generally a£ted by one of the 
'* managers ; and when my Lord urged his authority to en- 
" force his commands, Cibber, vifibly flighting his authority 
*' in half a laugh, faid, that they were a fort of feparate 
" miniilry, and fo abfolutely refufed to obey my Lord 

46 Cham- 
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after a difference arifing between the fame noble- 
man and Sir Richard Steele, the power which 
had been often exercifed by the perfons who had 
held his grace's office was exerted, and an order 
of filence was inforced againft the managers. 
On this occafion a controverfy fucceeded ; but 
how long the prohibition lafied, or in what man- 
ner the difference was adjufted, no where ap- 
pears. 

In this year 17 20, a new playhoufe was ere&ed 
in the Hay-market by one Mr. Potter, a car- 
penter 53 . It was not built for any particular 
perfon or company, but feems to have been 
intended as a mere fpeculation by the archhed, 
who relied on its being occafionaily hired for 
dramatic exhibitions. 

The harmony which had fubfifted for many 
years between Sir Richard Steele and his part- 
ners was foon afterwards interrupted, and the 

" Chamberlain ; upon which he was filenced." Sir Richard, 
however, in his (late of the cafe, aflerts, that all the mor- 
tification put upon Mr. Cibber " was intended only as a 
" remote beginning of evils which were to affeft the pa- 
" tentee." During the time that the order for filencing 
Mr. Cibber was in force, Southerne's Tragedy oi The Spartan 
Dame was acled, and the part of Crites intended for that 
performer was obliged to be read by another a£fcor. 
53 Victor's Hiftory of the Theatres, vol, iii. p, 184. 

affairs 
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affairs of the theatre became again the obje&* 
pf a chancery litigation, which, in 1726, was 
determined in favour of the a&ing proprte* 
tors 54 by a decree of Sir Jofeph JekyU, then 
matter of the Rolls. The breach, however, 
which this difpute had made would perhaps 
never have been healed, had Sir Richard been 
able to have refumed his (hare of the manage* 
ment. His faculties at this time began to de* 
cline: he foon afterwards retired into Wales, 
where he died on the ill of September, 1729. 

As the powers of the patent granted to him' 
terminated at the end of three years after his 
death, the remaining managers folicited and 
obtained a renewal of the authority for twenty-" 
one years commencing on the ift of September, 
1733 ; but the profperous courfe of their affairs 
was doomed about this time to be firft checked, 
and afterwards put an end to by the illnefc and 
deaths of the principal perfons concerned in the 
theatre. Booth was rendered incapable of 
performing for feveral years before he died* 
On the 2.3d of Oftober, 1 730, the ftage fuf- 
fcred an irreparable lofs by the death of Mrs. 
Oldfield ; and about the fame time Mrs. Porter 
was prevented from a&ing by the misfortune 

14 Gibber's Apology, p. 436. 

of 
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of a d*floeat$d limb. To complete the whole, 
Wilks died in September, 1731 ; am$ Cibber, 
dijliking his new partners, grew weary of his 
(hare, and took the earlieft opportunity of part- 
ing with it. 

The number of theatres in London was this 
year [1729] increafed by the addition of one in 
Goodman's Fields, which met with great op- 
pofition from many refpe&able merchants and 
grave citizens, who apprehended much mif- 
chief from the introdu&ion of thefe kind of 
diverfions fo near to their own habitations* 
Someof the clergy 5S alfo took the alarm, and 
preached with much vehemence againft it. 
Mr. Odell, however, the proprietor, was not de* 
terred from, purfuing his defign ; he completed 
the building, and, having colie&ed a company, 
began to perform in it. It is aflferted, that for 
fome time he got not lefs than one hundred 
pounds a week by this undertaking ; but the 
clamour againft it continuing - 6 , he was obliged 

55 A Sermon was preached againft it at St. Butolph 
^Aldgate, on 30th of November, 1729, by Arthur Bedford* 
M. A. It was printed in the ncfxt year. 

* It is aflerted in a Pamphlet, called " The Uftfulneft 
** of the Stage to Religion and Government, &c." 8vo, 
1738* that an addrefs was prefented to the king from the 
lord mayor and court of aldefmen for thefuppreffing of it* 
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to abandon the further profecution of his 
fcheme ; by which means he fuftained a consi- 
derable lofs. It was afterwards revived by Mr. 
Giffard with fome degree of fuccefs. 

The patent for Drury-lane being renewed, 
Mr, Booth, who found his dHbrder increafe, 
began to think it was time to difpofe of his 
fhare and intereft in the theatre. The perfon 
upon whom he fixed for a purchafer was John 
Highmore, Efqj a gentleman of fortune, who - 
unhappily had cdntrafted an attachment to the 
ftage from having performed the part of 
Lothario one night for a wager. A treaty 
between them was fet On • foot foon after Mr. 
Wilks's death, and was concluded by Mr. 
Highmore's agreeing to purchafe, one half of 
Mr. Booth's (hare, with the whole of his pow?r 
in the management, for the fum of two thou- 
sand five hundred pounds. Before his ad* 
miffion* Mrs. Wilks had deputed Mr. Ellis to 
attend to the conduft of the theatre in her 
behalf. The introduction of two people into the 
management, who were totally unqualified either 
by their abilities or experience for th$ offices 
they were to fill* gave offence to Mr. Cibber : 
he therefore, to avoid being troubled with the 
importance of the one or the ignorance of the 

other 
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other of 1*s brethren, authorized his fcn 3$co- 
philus to aflj for him as faf as bis interefc ^as } 
concerned* The firft fcafon was ended, with 
feme profit to the new • patentees ; but Miv 
Highmore, being hurt by the- impertinence of, 
young Cibfcwr, determined to get rid of his 
tncetferef&fj aijd purchafed the father's fharo 
for the fu?t> of tfasee thouf^ncJ guineas S7 . 

This Second purchafe by Mr* Highmpf^ wa* 
Hvade at the beginning of the feafoa of 1733^ 
about the fatpe time th^t Mrs. Booth fold hoc 
huiband's remaining ifrais to Ml*. GifFard-, 
Mr. Highroor&'s connexion with the dieatr^ 
began RO)v^ta be attended with, alarcning cpn-,. 
fcquences to bijn 5 $woweckj$ had hardly gaffed 
before the fpinqpal aftors, fpi%d up by, yqung 
Gibber j dctsropiped to revolt from the patentees f 
and fet up for themfelves. The boufe catye$ 
the Y\tt\t Theatre in the Hay-market was t£e$ 
unoccupied; they therefore agreed to repi; it} 
of the proprietor, and, after making them* 
seflfoy altentfcps, opened it^ with the Comedy 
of Love for Love> to an elegant crou^cd ai^ * 
dience 5 *. 

*? Vi&a& Hiflory of th* Theatres* voLi. ju ?, .:•, . . 
18 Ibid, ptiu 
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; The patentees alfo, though weakened by the 
<&fertion of their beft performers, began to aft 
ax the ufual time. To fupply the places of 
thofe who had left their fervice, they were 
obliged to have recourfe to fuch affiftance as 
the country companies would afford. With all 
the help they could obtain, their performances 
were fo much inferior to thofe exhibited at the 
Hay-market, that a conftant krfs was fuftained 
until the end of the feafon. Mr. Highmore in 
the mean time buoyed himfelf up wkh hopfcs of 
obtaining redrefs, firft from the Lord Cham- 
berlain, and' afterwards by putting' the laws 
concerning vagrants in force agaihft the delin- 
quent players. In both' thefe expectations he 
found himfelf difappointed. The k>ffes fell fo 
heavy upon him, that he- was under the ne- 
ceflity of giving up the conteritfoh, in order to 
fecure a fmall part of the property he had im- 
prudently rilked in this unfortunate under- 
taking. 

. The perfon who now fucceeded to the patent 
6f Brury-lane playhoiife was • Charles Fleet- 
wood, a gentleman who at one period of his 
life had poffcfled a very large fortune, of which 
at this time a fmall portion only remained. He 
jrarchafed not only the (hare belonging to Mr. 

Highmore, 
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Hightnore, but,thofe of ,*U the other pattagto; 
*rjd fo liftle value was then fet uppn the tj^p^ff, 
that, the whole fum which he dif^urfed for it lijgje 
more than exceeded the half of whatMr.. High- 
more hf4 before paid* The revolting adois 
were by, this time become; difiatisfied with thejr 
fituations. A treaty was therefore opened, Ai>d 
foon concluded, for their return tp Dr^ry'-ja,^. 
Although dramatic eypfffln/pcntf w«*p,.B§t 
at this, time fupported by the Abilities of aijy 
aftors of extraordinary merit^and the characters 
of thofe excellent performer who had lately bee n 
loft from Drury-lane were very ill fupplied, 
yet this period feenas to have been particularly 
marked by a fpirit of enterprise which prevailed 
in theatrical, affairs. The ill .fortune of Mr. 
O.dell at Goodman's Fields had not extinguished 
the expectations of another febemer, who. jqli- 
cited and obtained a fubfeription for buildiijg 
a magnificent playhoufe'^ in that part of the 
town i and in fpite of all opposition it was com- 
pleted 

*° " In a large oval over the pit is painted the figure of his 
" Majefty, attended by peace, liberty, aad juftice, trampling 
«* tyranny and oppreffion under his feet : round it are the 
" heads of Shakefpear, Drydeh, Congreve, and Betterton : 
" on the coving of the left hand is painted the fcene.of 
" Cato pointing to the dead body qf his fon. Marcus : iuthe 
" fiddle, that of Julius Caefar {tabbed in the Senate-tioufe : 

i 3 " and 
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,ptet*3 and opfehed ton tlie 2 d day of ©(Sober, 

1734, with the play of King Henry IV. Mr* 

•Citfard the new proprietor, however, did not 

ttefriain long there. In 1733, the houfe fn 

Xe^eiit^Gardeti was fhuftied, and Mr. Rich's 

company immidiatfely removed thither, which 

-^cafiohed' the old building in XincolnVIrin 

•Fields to be deferted. Mr. Giffard was then 

$dvifed, that it WouW be more for His ad van- 

\tsfge : to qurt Goodman's Fields, arid take the 

' vaeahtedrfice. * He accordingly agreed for it in 

*735> * n d a#cd there during the two enfuing 

y^ars. 

Soon afterwards, though at a time when fo 
* many theatres were employed to divert the pub- 
lic, arid whett'nbrte of them were in a flourilh- 
^Jng-date, the imprudence and extravagance of 
'a^gtntleiriaiT, ' who poffefled genius, wit, and 
J humour in a high degree, obliged him to ftrifce 
- out a new fpecies of entertainment, which in the 
end -produced an extraordinary change in the 
conftitution of the dramatic fyftem. To extri- 

•* and on the right, that of Mark Anthony and O&avja, 
*' where the children are introduced in All for Love : on the 
** founding board over the (lage is a handfome piece of 
* c painting, of Apollo and the nine Mufes." Genu Mag. 
173 VT« 1028, 

cate 
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cate frirofelf out of difficulties in which he was 
involve^, and probably to revenge fome indig- 
nities which had been thrown upon him by 
people }n power, that admirable painter and 
accurate obferver of life, the late Henry Field- 
ing, determined to amufe the tovyn at the ex- 
pence of fome perfons In high rank, and pf 
great influence in the political world. For this 
purpofe he got together a company of per- 
formers, who exhibited at the theatre in the 
Hay -market, under the whimfical title, of the 
Great Mogul's Company of Comedians. The 
piece he reprefented was Pafquin, which was 
I aftcd to crowded audiences for fifty fucceffive 

1 nights. Encouraged by the favourable recep- 

tion this performance met with, he determined 
to continue at the fame place the next feafon, 
when he produced feveral new play?, fome of 
which were applauded, and the reft condemned* 
As foon as the novelty of the deGgn was over, 
a vifible difference appeared between the audi- 
! ences of the two years. The company, which 

r as the plays- bills faid dropped from the clouds, 

were difbanded ; and the manager, not having 
J attended to the voice of ceconomy in .his profpe- 

rity, was left no richer or more independent 
than when he firfl engaged in the projcdt. 

i 4 The 
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The fevcrity of Mr. Fielding's fatire in thefe 
pieces had galled the minifter to that degree, 
that the impreffion was n6t erazed from his 
mind when the caufe of it had 16ft all effe&r. 
He meditated therefore a fevere revenge on the 
ftage, and determined to prevent any attacks 
of the like kind for the future. In the execu- 
tion of this plan he fteadily perfifted ; and at laft 
had the fatisfaftion of feeing the enemy, which 
had given him fo much uneafinefs, effcdlually 
reftrained from any power of annoying him on 
the public theatres. An aft of parliament pafled 
in the year 1737, which forbad the representation 
of any performance not previoufly licenced by 
the Lord Chamberlain, or in anyplace, except 
the city of Weftminfter and the liberties thereof, 
or where the royal family fhould at any time 
Tefide. It alfo took from the crown the power 
of licencing any more theatres, and inflifted 
heavy penalties on thpfe who fhould hereafter 
perform in defiance of the regulations in the 
ftatute. This unpopular aft did not pafs with- 
out oppofition. It called forth the eloquence 
of Lord Chefterfield in a fpeech, wherein all 
the arguments in favour of this obnoxious law 
were anfwered, the dangers which might enfue 
from it were pointed out, and the little ne- 

ceffity 
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ceffityforfuchhoftilitiesagainft the ftage clearly 
demonftrated. It alfo excited an alarm in the 
people at large, as tending to introduce reftraints 
on the liberty of the prefe. Many pamphlets 
were published againft the principle of the aft; 
and it was edrtibatcd in every fhape which' wit, 
ridicule, or argument, could oppofe it in. All 
thefe, however, availed nothing; the minifttr 
had refoived, and the parliament was too con&- 
pliant to flight a bill which came recommended 
to it from io powerful a quarter. It therefore 
pafled into a law, and freed the then, and all 
future minifters, from any apprehenfions of 
niifchief from the wit or malice of dramatic 
writers. 

The year 1 740, was rendered remarkablein the 
theatrical world by the appearance of an a&or, 
whofe genius feemed intended to adorn, and 
whofc abilities were deflined to fupport the 
ftage. This was the late Mr. Garrick, who, 
after experiencing fome flights from the mana- 
gers of Drury-lane and Covent-Garden, deter- 
mined to make trial of his theatrical qualifica- 
tions at the playhoufe in Goodman's Fields, 
under the dire&ion of Mr. Giffard, who 
was at that time permitted to perform there 
without moleftation. The part he chofe 

for 
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for his firft appearance was that of Richard tfce 
Thirds in which he difplayed fo clear a con- 
ception of the chara&er, fuch power of exe- 
cution, and a union of talents fp varied, exteB- 
five, and unexpe&ed* as foon fixed his reputa- 
tion as the firft a&or of his own or any former 
times. His fame fpread through every part of 
the town with the greatcft rapidity ; and Good- 
man's Fields theatre, which h*d been confined 
to the inhabitants of the city, became the refort 
of the polite* and was honoured with the notice 
pf all ranks and orders of people. 

At Goodman's Fields, Mr. Garrick remained 
but one feafon; after which he removed to 
Drury-lane, where he continued to increafe his 
reputation, and, by a prudent attention to the 
di&ates of frugality and difcretion, acquired a 
character which pointedhim out as a proper per- 
fon to fucceed to the management of the theatre 
a few years after, and a fortune which enabled 
hkn to accomplifh that point when the oppor- 
tunity offered. 

The affairs of Drury-lane theatre fuffered all 
the mifchiefs which could arife from the impru- 
dence or inability of the manager. That gentle- 
man had embarraffed his dameftic concerns by 
almoft every fpecies of mifconduft, and involved 

himfelf 
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himfelf ift fobh -difficulties, that there remaned 
no other means of extricating himfelf fromtfcfefti 
than by abandoning his country, and retiring 
abroad. About the year 1745, dbe whole af 
his property in the theatre was either mortgaged 
or fold *, and die patent, whrch had been af- 
figned to fotne creditors, was advertized to be 
difpofed of by public au&ioti. Two Bankers 
foon afterwards became the purchafers, a*id 
% they received into the management the tare Mr. 
Lacey, to whom the conduct ef 'the theatre was 
relinqoilhed. The calamities of the times 
affe&ed the credit of many perfons at -this 
jun&ure-, and amongtt the reft of the new 
managers, who found themfelves obliged to 
(top payment* Their misfortunes occafioned 
the patent again to become the object <tf ' a 
falc. It was offered to feveral perfons, but 
.few appeared to have courage enough to ven- 
ture upon it. At length it was propofed by 
Mr, Lacey, that he and Mr. Garrick ihould 
become joint-purchafers. The offer was ac- 
cepted. A renewal of th* patent was foliated 
and obtained. All the preliminaries were in a 
(hort time fettled, and, in the year 1747, the 
houfe was opened with a Prologue written by 
pr. Johnfon, and fpoken by Mr. Garrick. 

From 
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From this period may be dated die flouriflx- 
iag ftate of the theatre. The new partners were 
furnilhed with abilities to make their purchafe 
advantageous to -themfelves, and ufeful to the 
publick. Mr. Garrick's admirable performances 
infured them great audiences ; and the induftry 
and attention of Mr. Lacey were employed in 
rendering the houfe convenient tp the frequen- 
ters, of it. They both exerted their endeavours 
. to acquire the favour of the town .; and tne pre- 
ference which was given to theto over their 
rivals at the other theatre fofficiently proved 
the fuperior estimation they were held in. The 
harmony which fubfifled between them contri- 
buted to the fuccefs of their undertaking, and 
their efforts in the. end procured them both 
riches and refpedfc. 

The month of December, 1761, was marked 
with the death of Mr. Rich, who had been ma- 
nager under the patents granted by Charles the 
Second almoft fifty years. His peculiar excel- 
lence in the compofition of thofe performances 
which demanded (hew and expence enabled 
him, with an indifferent company of adtors, to 
make a (land againft the greateft performers of 
his time : he was unrivalled in the reprefentation 
of his favourite chare&er Harlequin, and pof- 

feffed 
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ftflW with* many foibles fome qualities which 
commanded the efteem of his friends and ac- 
quaintance. On his deceafe, the bufmefs of 
CovenoG&rden theatre was concluded by bis 
fon-in - law Mr, Beard. 

In the year 1 763; Mr. Garrick, by the advice 
of his phyficians, went abroad, in order to relax- 
from the fatigues of his profeffion, and to re- 
eftablifh his health, which had been much broken 
by an uninterrupted exertion of his abilities on 
the ftage. He was abfent two feafons, and then 
returned to the theatre, where he remained until 
the year 1776. 

The theatre in the Hay-market had for foroa 
years been occupied in the fummer time by vir«* 
tue 'of licences from the Lord Chamberlain. In 
the month of July, 1 7 66, it was advanced to the 
dignity of a theatre royal ; a patent being thcjft 
made out to Mr. Foote, authorizing him jto 
build a theatre in the city and liberties of Weft, 
tninfter, and to exhibit drflia&atic performances* 
&c. therein, from the 14th day of May to the 
14th of September, during his life. On this 
grant being pa fled, the patentee purchafed the 
old playhoule, which had been built in 1 yzo t 
and immediately pulled it down. It was rebuilt 
in the courie of the nest year, and opened % in 

the 
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the month of May, 1767. Mr. Fw>te very 
fiaecefrfully managed this theatre until the feafptt 
before his death. 

From the deceafc of Mr. Rich, GoVe«t>Garden 
theatre hud been intruded to the direction of 
his fon-irt-law Mr* Beard, who introduced feveral 
mufical pieces to the ftage, which were received 
with applaufe, and brought confiderablc pro- 
fits to thofe concerned in the houfe. The tafte 
of the publick inclined very much to this fpecies 
of peiformance for feveral feafons ; bat abot& 
die year 1766 the audiences beginning to leflen* 
and the adting manager finding no relief foe 
a deaftiefs which he had long beei) affiifited 
with, he became defirous of retiring frotn the 
Buttle ©f a theatre to the quiet of private life. 
lh thi fummer of 1767, a negotiation was fee 
an foot by Meffieurs Harris and Rutherford, 
for the purchfcfeof all the property in the play* 
houfe which belonged to the then proprietors ; 
Iwt the advantage of having a capital performer 
as one of the fliaref$ being fuggefted, Mr. 
Powell was invited to join with thpm, and he 
recommended Mr. Coltfmn as a perfon ftorr* 
irfrhom the undertaking would receive greit ad* 
vantage. The j>ropofai being aflented to ( by 
the feveral parties,- the property of the theatre 
Sj -* J was 
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was afligncd in Auguft, x 767 ; the conduct 
of the ftagc was intrufted to Mr. Colcnan, 
2nd the houfe opened on the 14th of September 
with the Comedy of the Rehearfol ; and a Pro- 
logue written by Paul Whitehead, and fpoken 
by Mr. Powell. 

The diiputes which foon afterwards arofe 
amongft the new managers are unworthy of any 
notice, on account of the virulence and acrit 
mony with which each party feems to have been 
inflamed % it is fufficienttoobferve, that after theje 
had continued a long time, and had received a ju* 
dicial determination, they were amicably ended* 
Mr. Rutherford fold his fhare to Meffieur* 
Leake and Dagge. Mr. Powell died in July, 
1769; and his widow afterwards married Dr. 
Fifher, who by that means became entitled to 
fome part of her late hufband's intereft in the 
theatre. Mr. Colman managed the affairs of 
the ftage until the year 1 7 74, when his right was 
purchafed by the reft of his partners, to whonj 
it was immediately afllgned. 

In 1776, an event took place, which the ad* 
mirers of theatrical entertainments had long ex* 
pefted with concern, and now viewed with re* 
gret. Mr. Garrick, at a period when his powers 
had fuffered little injury from time, and in the 
3 height 
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height of his fame and popularity, determined 
to relinquifh all conne&ions with the ftage, and 
retire to the honourable enjoyment of a large 
fortune, acquired in the courfe of near forty 
years fpent in the fcrvice of the publick. His 
laft appearance was in the char&der of Don 
Felix in the Play of the Wonder, a&ed on the 
ioth day of June, for a charitable benefit- 
He was honoured with a brilliant and crowded 
audience, and was dii miffed with the loudeft 
applaufcs ever heard in a theatre. The obliga- 
tions which the publick are under to him for 
the decency and propriety of our prefent drama-, 
tic performances, will ever intitle hint to the 
grealteful refpeft of the world, independent oi? 
his extraordinary merit either as an a&or or as 
an author. 

As this is the period at which the prefent 
tOfiperfeft account of the Englilh theatre is in- 
tended to be clofed, fome apology may be ex- 
pected for the defeats of it. A more copious 
and particular detail would not have been con- 
fident with the plan of this work ; and the ma- 
terials for a hiftory executed with fuch minute* 
nefs as the fubjedt defdrves are too much 
fcattered, and too difficult to be obtained, to be 
readily brought together. Many circumftanccs 
: and 
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and much information might be procured from 
thofe who have accefs to the interior of the pre- 
fent playhoufes; the negle&ed pamphlets of 
former times would afford a great fund of intel- 
ligence ; and the remembrance of many indivi- 
duals would furni(h particulars of confiderable 
value to any perfon who had leifure and abilities 
for fuch an undertaking. The Hiftory of the 
Drama feems intitled to more regard than hath 
been beftowed upon it. To excite the at- 
tention of thofe who are bed qualified for fuch a 
work, hath been the chief end of the prefent 
flight view of the Englilh theatres, which can 
only be entitled to pardon, as it may probably 
at fome future time be the means of producing 
a performance with fewer imperfections and 
jnore worthy of public notice, 

\ 

Jtfprcb 31, 1780. 
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JOHN BALE, author of the Morality of God's Promfes, 
is more known a* an Hiftorian, and Controverfialift, than 
as a Dramatick writer. He was born on the 21ft of Novem- 
ber, 1495, at Cove, a frhall village near Dunwich, in Suffolk* 
His parents, having many other children, and not being in very 
affluent circumlkances, fent him, at the! age of twelve years, to 
the monafterv of Carmelites at Norwich, where he received 
part of his education, and from whence he removed to St. 

iohn's College, Cambridge*. While he continued at the 
Tniverfity, being as he fays feriouily (Hired up by the illuftrious 
the Lord Wentworth, he renounced the tenets of the church 
of Rome ; and, that he might never more ferve £0 execrable a 
beaft, I took, fays he, to wife the faithful Dorothy, in obe- 
dience to that divine command, " Let him that cannot contain, 
" marry." fiilhop Nicholfon infinuates,that his diilike to a flate 
of celibacy was the means <>f his converfion, more than any 
doubts which he entertained about the truth of liis faith. 
The change of his religion expofed him to the perfecution of 
the Romim clergy, particularly of Lee archbmiop of York, 
and Stokefley bifliop of London: but he found an able and 
powerful prote&or in the perfon of Lord Cromwell, the fa- 
vourite of Henry the Eighth. On the death of this nobleman, 
he withdrew into the Low Countries, and refided there eight 
years ; in which time he wrote feveral pieces in the Englifh 
language. On the acceffion of King Edward the Sixth, he 
was recalled into England, and obtained the living of Bifhops 
Stocke, in the county of Southampton. During his refidence 
at his living, he was almoft brought to the point of death by 

• The writer of Bale*! article in the Biographia Britannic* hath fallen 
auto a miftake, aflcrting him to have been of St. John's College, Oxford* 
Bale*! own words arethefe s " In omnt Hterarum barbarie ac mentis ccecitate 
*• illic et Cantabrirue pervagabar, nullum habcns tutorem aut Mecarnatem j 
•* donee, lucente Dei verbo, ecclefise rerocari coepiffent ad verse theologian 
" poiiu^noi foates," Dr. jferkenhoot hath adopted the fame error. 
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in ague ; when hearing that the king was come in progrefs to 
Southampton, five miles only from where he dwelt, he went 
to pay his refpe&s to hhn, " I toke my h rfe, fays he, 
" about io of the clocke, for very weaknefle fcant able to 
•* fytt hym, and fo came thydre. Betwixt two and three of the 
" clocke, the fame day, I drew towardes the place where as 
" his raajeftie was, and {fade ift the open ftret* rygre* again*! 
" the gallerye. Anon, my frinde Johan Fylpot, a g$ntylinan> 
" and one of hys previe chambre, called unto bim two more of 
" hys companyons, which in moving their heades .towardes 
€i me, (hewed me moft frendely countenaunces. By one of 
** thefe three the kynge havynge informacion that I was there in 
" the ftrete, he marveled therpf, for fo much as it had bene tolde 
** hym a lytle afore that I was bothe dead arid buried. With 
" that hys grace came to the wyndowe, and earneftly behelde 
** me a poore weake creature, as though he had had upon me 
" fo fymple.a fubjeft, an earned regard, or rather a verv fa- . 
** therly care." This vifit to the king occafioned his imme- 
diate appointment to the bifhoprick of Oflbry, which was fet- 
tled the next day, as he declared * afterwards, againfi his willy 
of the king 1 j own mere motion only, without fuit of friends t meed f 
labour, expences y or any other finifter means ej/e. On the aoth of 
March, 15 $3, he was confecrated at Dublin by the archbimop 
of that fee, and underwent a variety of perfections from the 
Popiih party in Ireland, which at length .compelled him to 
leave his diocefe, and conceal himfelf in Dublin. Endeavour- 
ing to efcape from thence in a fmall trading veflel, he was 
taken prifoner by the captain of a Dutch man of war, who 
rifled him of all his. money, apparel, and effects. The (hip 
was then driven by ftrefs of weather into St. Ives in Cornwall, 
where he was taken up on fufoicion of high treafon, but foon 
difcharged. From thence, after a cruise of feveral days, the 
fliip arrived in Dover Road, and he was again put in danger by 
a falfe accufatfon. On his arrival in Holland, he was kept pri- 
foner three weeks, and then obtained his liberty on payment 
of a fum of money. From Holland he tetired to Bafii in 
Switzerland, and continued abroad daring the remainder of 
Queen Mary's reign. On the acceflion of Queen Elizabeth* 
he returned to England f . hut being difgufted with the treatment 
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he met 'with in Ireland, he went thither no rridffc. flfe was 
promoted oh 1 the i£th ©f January, 1560, to a prebend in the 

-* Cathedral Church of Canterbury, and died in that city in 
Nov, 15-65, in the 68th y£af of hi* age. According to the- 
manners -of 'the* times in which he wrote, he appears to have 
taken very 'inflecent liberties with all his Antagonifts in his re- 

"ligious Corrtffoverfies, and to' have conndered himfelf as not 
bound by any rules ttf decorum in replying to Shofe from 
whom he differed in matters wherein the interefts of Religion 
were concerned. The acrimony of his ftyte on thefe occafians 

' acquired him the appellation <of BiUous Bak y and it was applied 

• to him 1 with fingnter propriety. His principal wbrkisefteemed 
the Scrtpthrumillnftrhim majoris Bryianni* quatn mine AngLi&m 
et Scotam meant Catdbgus ; a Japbeto per 3618 annas ujqtte ad 
annum bttric' d&miki \ C57, &c» fim printed iraperfe&iy at Wefel 
1549, and afterwards more compleat in 1557 and 1559. He 
was the Author of a great number of Dramatick Pieces, three 

, of which only appear to have been publiihed, viz. 

" A Tragedye or Enterlude, manyfefting the chefe promyfes 
<c of God unto Man in all ages of the olde lawe from the fall 
" of Adam to the Incarnacyon of the Lorde Jefus Chrift, 
** Compyled by Johan Bale, Anno Domini 1^38, 8vo. w 

Another Edition of this performance was printed in 4 to. by 
John Charlewood 1577, and in the title-page faid to be now 
ryrft imprinted. (See Ames, 369). 

" A brefe Comedy or Enterlude of Johan Baptyftes preach* 
*' yng in the Wildernefle, the crafty aflaultes of the hypo- 
** crytes, with the gloryoufe baptyfme of the Lorde Jefua 
•' Chrift. Compyled by Johan Bale, Anno 1538, 8vo. w 
Re-printed in the Harleian Mifcellany, vol. I. p. 37. 
** A brefe Comedy or Enterlude, concernynge the tempta* 
€t tyon of our Lorde and Saver Jefus Chrift by Sathan in the 
*' defart. Compyled by Johan Bale, Anno 1538, 8vo.' 
(Ames, 407, 498.) 

According to Ames all thefe pieces were originally printed 
abroad. * 

This preient Qopy is taken from an Old Black Letter Edition 
in 4to. in the valuable Collection of David Garrick, Efq. 
The Tide-page being damaged, I am unable to give the date 
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It will not be imagined, that any of the Pieces in this 
Volume, except Ferrex and Porrex, are given as good ; but 
only as Curioftties, and to (hew from what low Beginnings our 
Stage has arifen. If in this view they afford any Entertain- 
ment, it is all that is intended. What is remarkable in this 
Drama is, that it is divided into feven Afts, and at the End 
of each A£fc has a kind of Chorus, which was performed with 
Voices and Inftruments. The curious Reader will obferve, in 
this and the other Pieces which compofe this Volume, how 
very loofe and undetermined the Orthography of our Lan- 
guage was about 200 years ago : the lame Words being £0 
constantly fpelled different ways, makes it very certain they had 
no fixed Rule of Right and Wrong in ipelling; and pro- 
vided the Letters did but in any manner make out the Sound 
of the Word they would express, it was thought fuificient. 


INTER* 


r 


t 7 ) 


INTERLOCUTORES. 


Fahr couutii, 
5^iftw Noah. ' 
Most-tjaafitts. '■ 
EsAlAt prtfbtta, 
Adam /r/ram Adbw. 
Abraham /abb. 
David rax /no. 
Joahnsi Baptifi*. 
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GOD'S PROMISES, &c. 

.2 a fioTUOoj £ :: * ;: i 

Baleus prolocutor. 

IF profyght maye growe, moil chriften audyence, 
By knowlege of thynges whych are but tranfytorye, 
And here for a tyme: Of moch»Wofe-<?bAgrti^nct, v - 
Advantage myght fprynge, by the ferche otcaiues heavealye, 
As thofe matters are, that the gofpell fpecyjfye. I 

Without whofe knowledge no man to the-^cr&cte 6A tdftie, 
Nor ever atteyne to the lyfe perpetually •...,. 

For he that knoweth not the lyvynge Goti eternal!, ' 
The Father, the Sonne, and alfo the ftotye QbtfQj -'- c T h 
And what Chrift fuffered for redempcyon-of .us,a)J f . „ , „ 
What he commaunded, and taught in eveiy coolt, 
And what he forbode, That man muft jMflesr.he lofiy -*- - 
And cleane fecluded, from the faythfuU chofen forte, f 
In the heavens above, to bys moil hygh ft$&onft>rtev l " t | 

Yow therfor (good fryndes) I lovyngely exhort 
To waye foche matters, as wy$ ^-uftete^here, 
Of whom ye may loke to have no tryrelirig fporte 
In fantafyes fayned, nor foche lyke gaudyfh gere, 
But the thyngs that (hall your inwarde ftomake chear, 
To rejoyce in God for your juftyfycacyon, 
And alone in Chrift to hope for your falvacyon. 

Yea, firft ye {hall have the eternal generacyon i 

Of Chrift, like as Johan in hys firft chaptre wryght, 
And confequentlye of man the firft creacyon, 
The abute and fall, through hys firft overfyght, 
And the ra>fe agayne, through God'b hygh grace and myght $ 
By promyies firft, whych (hall be declared all, 
Then by hys owne Sonne, the worker pryncypali. 

After that Adam bywayleth here hys fall, 
God wyll (he we mercye to every generacyon, 
And to hys kyngedome, of hy% great goodnefle call 
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Hys tfeffled fpoufc, or faythfuli congregacyon, 

As here {hall apere by open proteftacyon, 

Which from Chrifte's birthe (hall to hys death conclude* 

They come that therof wyU (hewe the certytude. 



a c t. l 

« 

Pater Caleftis. 

IN the begynnynge, before the heavens were create, 
In me and of me was my Sonne fempvternoll 
With the Holy Ghoft, in one degre or eftate 
Of die hvgh godhed, to me the Father cbequall, 
And thys my Sonne was with me one God eficncyall, 
Without feparaqyon at any tyme from me. 
True God he is, of equall dignyte. 
Sens the begynnynge, my Sonne hath ever be, 
Joined wyth hys Father in one efiencyall beynge* 
AU thynges,were create by hym in yche degre, 
In heaven and ear the, ana have their dyverfe workynge; 
Wythouc hys power, was never made anye thynge, 
That was wrought. But through hys ordynaunce, 
Each have hys urength and whole contynuance. 

In hym is the lyie and the juft recoveraunce 
For Adam and hys, which nought but deathe deferred* 
And thys lyfe to men is an hygh perfeveraunce, 
Or a lyght of faythe, wherby they mall be favecL 
And thys lyght (hall fhyncamonge the people darkened 
With unfaythrulaefle* Yet ihall they not with hym talpt 
But of wyllfull hart hys lyberall grace Cbrfake. 

Whych ■wyll compell me agaynft man for to make 
In my dyfpleafure, and iende plages of coreccyon, 
Mod grevoufe and (harpe, hys Wanton luftes to ilake 
By water and fyre, by fyckneffe and inteccyoty 
Of peftylcnt lores, moleftynge hys compleccyon y 
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By troubloufe warre, by derthe and peynefull fcarfenefle, 
And after thys lyfe by an extreme heavyneue. 

I wyll firft begynne with Adam for hys lewdcnetie, 
Which for an apple negle&ed my commaundement* 
He (hall coritynue in laboure for hys rafheneire, 
Hys onlye fweate (hall provyde hys food and rayment : 
Yea, yet mull he have a great ternonnyfliment, 
Moil terryble deathe fhafl bfynglBfcmpo hys ende, 
To teache hym how he hys Lorc^God (hall offende. 

Htc pneeefs in terrain cadit jfdamus, at poft quartum ver/hat 

denuo refurgiu 

Adam primus homo* 
Mercyfull Father, thy pytiefull grace extende 
To me care full wretehe, whych have me fare abufed, 
Thy precept breakynge. O Lorde, I mynde to amende, 
If thy great goodnefie wolde now have me excufed, 
Mod heavenlye Maker, lete me not be refilled, 
Nor caft from thy fyght for one pore fynnerull cryme, 
Alas I am frayle, my whole kynde ys bat flyme. "* 

Pater coelefiis. 
I wott it is fo, yet art thu no leffe faultye, 
Than thu haddyft bene made of matter moch more worthye. 
I gave the reafon, and wytte to underftande 
The good from the evyll. And not to take on hande, 
Of a bray nelefle mynde, the thynge whych I forbad the. 

Adam primus homo* 
Soch heavye fortune hath chefelye chaunced me* 
For that I was left to myne owne lyberte. 

Pater cockjtis. 
Then thu art Hamelefle, and the faulte thu layeft to me. 

Adam primus homo. 
Naye all I afcribe to my own imbecyllyte. 
No faulte in the Lorde, but in my inftrmyte, 
And want of refped in foche gyftes as thu gaveft me. 

Pater coelefih. 
For that I put the at thyne owne lyberte, 
TTbuoughteft my goodnefle to have in more regarde. 
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Adam primus bmo» 
Avovde it I cannot, thu layeft it to me fo harde, 
Lordr, now I perceyve what power is in man, 

And ftVength of hymfelfe, whan thy facte grace it abfeaU 

He muft.nedes but fall, do he the bell he can, 

And daunger hymfeUe* as apcreih evydem ; 

For I iynned not fo longMt thu wert pre tot; 

B«t whan thu wert ^HiejQPrell to fyune bj and by, 

And the dyfpleafed. Go d Lorde I axe the mercy* 

Pater cockft is. 

. . Thu (halt dye for it, with all thy pofteryte. 

Adam primus homo. 
For one faulte, good Lorde, avenge not thyfelf on me, 
Who am but a worme, or a flefhelye vanyie. 

Pater ccelejris. 
I (aye thu (halt 6ye 9 with thy v\ hole pofteryte. 

Adam primus homo* . 
Yet mercy fwete Lorde, yt anye mercy maye be. 

Pater cccleftis. 
I am immutable,. I maye change no decre. 
Thy (halt dye (I (aye) without anye remedy e. 

Adam primus homo. 
Yet gracyoufe Father, extende to me thy mercye, 
And throwe not awaye the worke whych thu. hall create 
To thyae owne image, but avert ir.nn me thy haxe. 

Pater cceleflis* 
But art thu forye from bottom or thy hart? 

. Adam primus homo. 
Thy dyfpleafure it to me molt heavye (mart. 

Pater cark/i is. 
Than wyll I tell the what thu (halt itycke unto, 
lyfe to recover, and my good taver alfo. 

x Adam primus homo. 

Tell it me, fwete Lorde, that I maye therafter go. 

Pater ccelefiis. 
Thyi ys my covenant to the and all thy ofoprynge. 
For that thu had bene dece) ved by the ferpent, 
2 wyll put hatred betwixt hym tor hya doynge, 
And the woman kyndc* They (hall herafter dyflent J 
JSyi lede with bet fate (ball never have agremcut* 

Her 
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Her fede (hall prcue downe hys heade unto the grounde, 
Slec hys fuggettyohs, and hys whole power confounde. 

Cleave to thyr Dromyfe, with all thy inwarAepowre, 
Fyrroelye enclofe it in thy remembraunce fail ; '- 

Folde it in thy faythe with full hope day and houre, 
And thy falvacyon it wyll be at the laft. 
That fede (hall dare the of all thj^rckednefle paft, 
And procure thy peace, with mdB&ygn. grace in my Jyghu 
Se thu tru# to it, and hotde not the matter lyght . 

Adam primus homo. 

Swete Lorde, the promyie that thyfeif hete.kath made^ne. 
Of thy mere goodneife, and not of my defervyngc, 
In my faythe I truft mail fo eftablymed be, •" 
By helpe of thy grace, that it ihall be remaynyngo 
So longe as I (hall have here contynuynge, 
And (hewe it I wyll to my pofteryte, 
That they in lyke cafe have therby felycyte. 

PaHr cmkfiis. 

For a clofynge up, take yet one fentence with the. 

Adam primus bbrno., '* ■' 

At thy pleafure, Lorde, all tbynges my ght em. be, 

. t Pater ctekftiu 

For that my promyfe maye have the deper effect 
In the faythe of the and all thy generaoyon, 
Take thys fygne with it, as a feale therto conned* 
Crepe ihall the ferpent, for hys abhomynacyon ; 
The woman (hall farowe in paynefuM pfopagacyon* 
like as thu (halt findc thye true in outwarde workynge, 
Sothynke the other, though it be an hyddenthypge* . 

Adam primus homo* 

Inceflaimt prayfynge to the moft heavenlye {Lordfe 
For thys thy focoure,and undeferved kyndneAe. 
Thubyndeft me in hart thy gracyoufe gyftes to recorde, 
And to beare in mynde, now after my heavynefle, 
The brute of thy name, with inwarde joye and gladneffe. 
Thu dyfdayneft not, as wele apereth thyi daye, 
To fatche to thy folde thy.firft fhepe goynge aftraye. 

Moft myghtye maker, thu cafteft not yet awaye 
Thy fyimefuUiervaunt, whych hath done moft offence* 
Jk is not thy my ode for ever I AmM decaye, 

But 
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But thu reierveft me, of thy benyvolence, 
And bail provyded for me a reconipence, 
By thy appoyntment, like as I have reoeyved 
In thy ftronge promyfe, here openly pronounced, 

Thys goodnefle, dere Lorde, of me is undeferved f 
I lb declynynge from thy firft inftytucyon, 
At fo lyght mocyons. To one that thus hath fwerved, 
What a Lorde art thu, to geve foche retrybucyon! 
I, damnable wretche, deferved execucyon 
, Of terryble deathe, without all remedye, 
And to be put out of all good memorye. 

I am enforced to rejoyce here inwardelye, 
An ympe though I be of belle, deathe, and dampnacyonjp> 
Through my owne workynge : for I confydre thy mercye 
And pytiefull mynde for my whole generacyon. 
It is thu, fwete Lorde, that worked my falvacyon, 
And my recover. Therfor of a, congruence, 
From hens thu mud have my hart and obedyence* 

Though I »be mortall, by reafon of my offence, 
And (hall dye the deathe *, like as God hath appoynted : 
Of thys am I fure, through hys hygh influence, 
At a ferten daye agayne to be revyved. 
From grounde of my hart thys (hall not be removed, 

* This fcriptural expreffion occurs very frequently in our ancient drama* 
tick writers* 

Never tjbie heart (hall have the thoughtful dread 
To dit the. death that by your grace's doom, 
By joft defert, /hall be pronoune'd to me : 

' Ferrex ft Porrez, A. 4. S. %* 

Either to die the death, or to abjure 
For ever the fociety of men. 

Midfummer's Night Dream, A, I, S. u 
Or elfe he, liroft not only die the death, 
B«t thy vnkindnefs A all hit death draw oat 
To lingering fufferance. 

, Meafurt for Meafure, A. *• S. 4. See Dr. Johnfon and 
Mr. Stecvens's Notes on the two latter paflaget. 
Wertthotr my bofom-love, thou dyfi the death $ 
Bell eafe for madneis is the loft of breath. 

Jlf achin's Dumb Knight. A* a* 
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I have it in faythc and therfbr I wyll fynge, 

Thys antheme to hym that my (alvacyon mall bryhge. 

Tunc fo**r* voce, provolutis genibus, Antiphonam incipit y O 
fapientia, quam ptojequetur chorus cum erganis, eo interim 
txeunte* 

Velfuh eodem tonopoterit Jjc Jnglice cant art. 

O eternal {apyence, that procedeft from the mouthe of the 
hygheft, reachynge fourth "with a great power from the begyn- 
nynge to the ende, with heavenlye fwetnefle dyfpofynge all 
crdftures, come now and enltruct us the true waye of thy 
godlye prudence. A 

Fiuit ABus primus* ' ■ . 


ACTUS SECUNDUS. 

Pater cakflis* 

1HAVE bene moved to ftryke man dyverfelye, 
Sens I lefte Adam in thys fame earthly maniyon ; ' 
For whye ? he hath done to me dyfpleafurcs manye, 
And wylt not amende hys lyfe in anye condycypn : 
No refped hath he to my worde nor nionycyon, 
But doth what hym lull, without dyfcrete advyfement, 
And wyll in no wyfe take myne advertyfement. 

Cain hath flayne Abel, hys brother, an innocent, 
Whole bloude from the earthe doth call to me for vengeaunce: 
My children with mennis fo carnallye confent, 
That their vayne workynge is unto me moche gretiunce* 
Mankynde is but flefhe in hys whole daliyaunce* 
Ail vyce encrealeth in hym contynuallye, 
Nothynge he regardeth to walke unto my glory* 

My hart aohorreth hys wyttull myierye, 
Hys cankred malyce, hys curfed covetoufeneffe, 
Hy* lufies kcheroule, hys vengeable tyrannye, ' 

Unmercyfull 
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Unmcrcyfdll mourther, and other ungodlynefle. 
I wyll deftroyc hyin for hys outragyoufnefTe, 
And not hym onlye, but all that on earthe do ftere * f 
For k repenteth me that ever I made them here. 

Juftus Noah. 
Moft gentylf maker, with hys fraylenefTe fumwhat beare, 
Man is thy creature, thyfelfe cannot faye naye. 
Though thu ponnyfh hym, to put hym fumwhat in feare, 
Hys faulte to knowledge* yet feke not hys decaye. 
Thu mayeft reclaymehym, though he goeth now aftraye, 
And brynge hym agayne, of thy abundaunt grace, 
To the fold of faythe, he acknowlegynge hys trefpace. 

Pater coekftis. 
Thuknoweft I have geven to him convenyent ipace* 
With lauful warnynges, yet he amendeth in no place. 
The naturall lawe, which I wrote in hys harte, 
He hath outraced, all goodnefle putty nge a parte: 
Of hekhe the covenaunt, whych I to Adam made, 
He regardeth not, but walketh a damnable trade. 

Juftus Noah. 
All thys is true, Lorde, I cannot thy words reprove, 
Lete hys weaknefle yet thy mercyfuU goodnelTe move. 

Pater coekftis. 
No weaknefle is it, but wylfull workynge all, 
That reigneth in man through mynde dyabolycall. 
He ihall have theribr lyke as he hath deferved. 

Juftice Noah. 
Lofe hym not yet, Lorde, though he hath depelye fwerved. 
I knowe thy mercye is farre above hys rudenefle, 
Beyenge infynyte, as all other thynges are in the. 
Hys folye therfor now pardone oi thy goodnefle, 
And meafure it not beyonde thy godlye pytie. 
Efteme not hys faulte farder than helpe may be, 
But graunt hym. thy grace, as he ofiendeth fo depelye, 
The to remembre, and abhorre hys myferye. 

Of all goodnefle, Lorde, remembre thy great mercye 
To Adam and Eve, breakynge thy firft commaundement. 
Them thu relevedeil with thy fwete promyfe neavenlye, 
. » * • 
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Synnefull though they were, and their lyves ncglygent* 

I knowe that raercye with the is permanent, 

And will be ever, fo longe as the worlde endure ; 

Than clofe not thy hande from man, whych is thy creatures 

Beynge thy fubje&, he is undreneth thy cure, 
'Correct hym thu mayeft, and fo brynge hym to grace* 
All lyeth in thy handes, to leave or to allure, 
Bytter deathe to geve, or graunte moil Aiffren folacc. 
Utterlye from man averte not then thy face, 
But lete hym fever thy fwete benyvolence, 
Sumwhat, though he fele thy hande for hys offence* 

Pater coelefiis. 

My true fervaunt Noah, thy ryghtoufnefle doth more me 
Sumwhat to referve for mannys pofteryte. 
Though I drowne the worlde, yet wyll I fave the lyres 
Of the and thy wyfe, thy three fonnes and their wyvet, 
And of ych kynde two, to maynteyne yow herafter. 

Juftus Noab. v 

Bleflcd be thy name, moft myghtye mercyfull makers 
With the to dylpute, it were unconvenyenu 

Pater-xakftis. 

Whye cloeft thu faye fo? be bolde to fpeke thy intent* 

juftus Noab. 

Shall the other dye without any remedye? 

Pater cceleftis. 

I wyll drowne them all, for their wylfull.wyckedfolye^ 
That man herafter therby maye knowe my powre, 
And feare to offende my goodnefie daye ana houre* 

Juftus Noab. 

As thy pleafure is, fo myght it alwayes be, 
For my helthe thu art, and ibwle's felyeyte. 

Pater ceskftis. 

After that thys flouderhave had hys ragynge paflagfe 
Thys (hall be to the my covenauat everlauynge. 
The fees and waters fo farre never more (hall rage, 
As all fleihe to drowne, I wyll fo tempre their workynge; 
Thys fygne wyll I adde alfo, to confirme thethynge* 
In the cloudes above, as a feale or token clere, 
for favegarde of man; my raynebowe (hall apere*— «• 

Take thu thys covenaunt for an erneft coofirmegrOD 
Of my former promyfe to Adam's generacyofi. 

Juftus 
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Juftus Noah. 

i wyll, blefled Lorde, with my whole hart and mynde. 

Pater cceleftis. 

Farewele than, juft Noah> here leave I the behynde. 

Juftus Naoh. 

Moft myghtye maker, ere I from hens depart, 
1 nauft geve the prayfe from the bottom of my hart. 

Whom may we thanke, Lorde, for our helthe and falvacyon 
But thy great mercye and goodnefie undeferved i 
Thy promyfe in faythe, is our j'uftyfycacyon, 
As it was Adam's, whan hys hart therin refted, 
And as it was theirs, whych therein alfo trailed. 
Thys faythe was grounded in Adam's memorye, 
And clerelye declared in Abel's innocencye. 

Faythe in that promyfe, olde Adam ded juftyfye, 
In that promyfe faythe* made Eva to prophecye. 
Faythe in that promyfe, proved Abel innocent, 
In that promyfe faythe, made Seth full obedyent* 
That faythe taught Enos, on God's name firit to call, 
And made Mathufalah the oldeft man of all. 

That fyyth brought Enoch to fo hygh exercyfe* 
That God toke hyrn up with hym into paradyfe. 
Of that faythe the want, made Cain to hate the good* 
And all hys ofsprynge to pcryftie in the flood. 
Faythe in that promyfe, preserved both me and myne, 
So wyll it all them whych folowe the fame lyne. 

Not onlye thys gyfte thu haft geven me, fwete Lorde, 
But with it alfo thyne everlaftynge covenaunt, 
Of truft forever, thy raynebowe bearynge recorde, 
Nevermore to drowne the worlde by floude inconftaunt, 
Makynge the waters more peaceable and plefaunt. 
Alac I can not to the geve prayfe condygne, 
Yet wyll I fynge here with harte meke and benygne. " 

Magna tunc voce Antiphonam incipit^ O oriens fplendor, £sV. 
in genua caJens ; quam chorus projequetur cum organis utfupra. 

Vel AngUce fuh eoJem tono. 

O moft orient clerenefle, and lyght mynynge of the 

fempiternail bryghtnefle ! O clere funne of juftyce and hea- 

Vol; I. B venl)C 
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vcnlye ryghtoufnefle ! come hyther and illumyne the pri- 
fone'r, fyttynge now in the darke prifon and lhaddowe of 

eternall deathe. 

« » 

Finit AHus Jicundus. 


INCIPIT ACTUS TERTIUS. 

Tater ccckftis. 

MYNE hygh dyfpleafure muft nedes returne to man, 
Confyderynge the fynne that he doth daye by dayc : 
For neyther kyndeneiTe, nor extreme handelynge can, 
Make hym to knowe me by any fayth full waye, 
But ftyll in myfchefe he walketh to hys decaye. 
If he do not font hys wyckednefle confydre, 
He is lyke, doubtlefle, to peryfh all togydre. 

In my fyght, he is more venym than the fpyder, 
Through foch abufes as he hath exercyfed, 
From the tyme of Noah, to this fame feafon hyder. 
An uncomelye a6te without (hame Cham commyfed, 
When he of hys father the fccrete partes reveled. 
In iykfe cafe Nemrod againft me wrought abufyon, 
As he rayfed up the caftell of confufyon. 

Ninus hath alfo, and all by the devyi's illufyon, 
Through yroage makynge, up rayfed idolatrye, 
Me to dyftionoure. And now in the conclufyon, 
The vyle Sodomytes lyve fo unnaturallye, 
That their fynne vengeaunee axeth contynuallye. 
For my covenaunte's fake, I wyll not drownewith water, 
Yet (hall I vyfyte their fynnes with other matter* 

Abraham jidelis. 
Yet, mercy full Lorde, thy gracyouihefle remembre 
To Adam and Noah, both in thy worde and promes. 
And lofe not the fowies of men in fo great nombre, 
But fave t^yne owne worke, of thy moft dyferete goodnefe. 
I wote thy mercyes are plenty full and endlca. 

Never 
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rTever can they dye, nor fifyte, thyfelf endurynge, 
Thys bath faythe'fiafed fafft in my underftandynge. 

Paler ewleftts. 
Abraham my fei'vaunt* for thy mod faythfull meanynge, 
Both thu and thy ftocke fhall have my plentoufe bleflynge* 
Where the unfaythfull, undre my curfe evermore, 
For their vayrie workynge, ihall rewe their vyyckednefle fore. 

Abraham fidelis. 
Tell me, blefled Lorde, where wyll thy great malyce lyght* . 
My hope is, ail £e&e ihall not peryfti in thy fyght* 

Pater coeiefth. 
No trufye Abraham, thu chaunpeft upon the ryght. 
The thynge I fhall do, I wyll not hyde from the, 
Whom I have bleflyd for thy true.fydelyte. 
For I knowe thou wilt caufe both thy chyldren and fervauntet 
In my wayes to walke, and truft unto my covenauntes^ 
That I may perfourme with the my earned promes. 

Abraham fidelis. 
All that wyll I do, by aflyftence of thy goodnes. 

Pater coekfiis. 
From Sodom and Gomor, the abhomynacyons call 
For toy great vengeaunce, whych wyll upon them fall*. 
Wvlde fyre and brymftone (hall lyght upon them all. 

Abraham fidelis* 
Pytiefull maker, though they have kyndled thy furjfafc. ' 
Caft notawaye yet the juft fort with the ungodlye. 
Paraventure there maye be fiftye ryghteoufe perfones 
Within thoie cyties, wylt thu lofe them all at ones ? 
And not fpare the place, for thofe fyftye ryghteoufe fake ? 
Be it farre from the foch rygoure to undertake. 
I hope rhere is not in the fo crueli hardeneffe, 
As to caft awaye the juft men with the recheleffe* 
And fo to deftroye the good with the ungodlye. 
In the judge of all, be never foch a furye. 

Pater ccelefiis. 
At Sodom, if I may fynde juft perfones fiftye, 
The place wyll I fpare for Jtheir fakes verelye* 

Abraham fidelis. 
I tatoe upon me, to fpeake here in thy prefence, 
More then become me, Lorde pardon my neglygence. 
I am but afhes, and were lothe the to offemlc. 

B 2 Pater 
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Pater cceleftis. 
Saye fourth* good Abraham, for yll doft thu non intende, 

Abraham fidelis. 
Happlye there maye be fyve lefle in the fame nombre ; 
For their fakes I truft thu wylt not the reft accombre *• 

Pater cceleftis. . 
If I amonge them myght fynde but fyve and fortye, 
Them wolde I not lofe for that juft cumpanye. 

Abraham fidelis. 
What if the cytie maye fortye ryghteoufe make ? 

Pater cceleftis. 
Then wyll I pardone it for thofe fame fortye** fake. 

Abraham fidelis. 
Be not angrye, Lorde, though I fpeake undyfcretelye. 

Pater cceleftis. 
Utter thy whole mynde, and fpare me not hardelye. 

Abraham fidelis. 
Parauventure there maye be thirty founde amonge them. 

Pater cceleftis. 
Maye* I fynde thirty, I wyll nothynge do unto them* 

Abraham fidelis. 
I take upon me to moche, Lorde, in thy fyght. 

1 Pater cceleftis. 

No, no, good Abraham, for I knowe thy faythe is right. 

* Abraham fidelis. 

No lefle, I fuppofe, than twenty can it have. 

* Chaucer, in his Canterbury Talcs, 1. 509. describing the Parfon, fays, 
" He fette not bis benefice to hire, 
" And lette his (hepe acombrtd in die mire, &c." 
Dr. Morell fpells the word acumbrit, and explains it in this manner : 
" Acumbrit may be interpreted fa wallow, to tie down, qu accumber*. But 
" Chaucer fometimes ufes it in another fenfe. 

" That they were accmbrit in their own diftreyt. 

Merchants 2d Tale, 2910. 

" i. e. they ware encumbred, brought into great Streights. A ret. Gall. 
" Combrt or Comblc. 

u Thro* Wine and Women ther was Loth aesmbred." 

Pierce Plowman's Virions. 

None of thefe explanations exactly agree with the text* BiJhop Bale 
certainly means, agreably to the paflage In the Bible to which he alludes, 
$9 dtflrq or wenwlqdm. 

Pater 
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Pal/r catlefiis. 
Coulde I fynde twenty, that cytie woli 

Abraham foelh. 
Ones yet wyll I fpeake my mynde, ant 1 

Paler cvkjlis. 
Spare not to utter fo moche as thu haft 

Abraham jidtiis. 
And what if there myght be ten good i 

Pater ceeUjlii. 
The reft for their fakes myght fo be frf 
And not deftroyed for their abliomynacyo 
Abraham fiaelis. 
O mercyfull maker, moche is thy toiler: 
And fufferaunce of fynne. I fe it now in 
Witlave yet of faver out of thofe cyties to 
Thofe that be Jay thfull, though their flocl 
Pater caUftis. 
Loch and hys howlholde, I wyll dely ver 
For ryghteou fiie lie fake, whych is of me f 
Abraham fidtlis. 
Great are thy graces in the gehcracyori ■ 

Pater cakfiis. 

Well Abraham, well, for thy true faythl 

Now wyll I geve the my covenaunr, or thi 

Lake thu brieve it, as thu covetyft ryghtuc 

Abraham jidetis. 

Lorde fo regarde me, as I receyve it wii 

Pater aelejis. 
Of manye peoples the father I wyll mak 
All generations in thy fede (hall be bleflyi 
As the flarres of heaven, fo frail thykync 
And by the fame fede the worlde (hall be ) 
Jn cyrcumcyfyon (hall thys thynge be expr 
At in a fure feale, to prove my promyfe tri 
Prynt thys in thy faythe, and it (hall thy f 
Abraham fidelis. 
. I wyll not one jote, Lorde, from thy w 
But to thy pleafure be alwayes obedyent, 
Thy lawes to fullfyll, and moll precjoufe c 
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Pater ccekftis. 

Farwele Abraham, for heare in place I leave the. 

Abraham fidelis. 
Thankes wyll I rendre, lyke as it mall behove roe. 

Everlaftynge prayfe to thy moil gloryoufe name, 
Whych favedyit Adam through fayrhe in thy fweet promes 
Of the womarmys fede, and now conryrmeu the lame. 
In the fede of me. Fofoth great is thy gjpodnes 
I can not percey ve, but that tby mercyc is endles, 
Tofoch as feare the, in every generacyon, 
For it endureth without abrevyacyon. 

Thys have I prynted in depe confyderacyon, 
No worldly matter can race it out of mynde. 
For ones it wyll be the rynall reftauracyon 
Of Adam and Eve, with- other that hath fynde. 
Yea, the fure helthe and rayfe of all raankynde. 
Helpe have the faythrull therof, though they be infect, 
They condempnacyon where as it is reject 

Mercyfuil maker, my crabbed voyce dyre&, 
That it maye breake out in feme fwete prayfe to the* 
And fuffre me not thy due lawdes to neglect, 
But lete me (hewe forth thy coromendacyons fre. 
Stoppe not my wynde pypes, but geve them lyberte, 
To founde to thy name, whych is moil gr^cyoufe, 
And in it rejoyce with hart melodyoufe. 

Tunc aha, voce canit Antiphonam^ O rex gentium, choro eanJem 

frojeauentc cum organis, utprius; 



Fel Anglice hoc mcdo. 

O mod myghtye govcrnour of thy people, and in hart moft 
defyred, the harde rocl^e and true corner ftone, that of two 
maketh one, unynge the. Jews with the Gentries in one 
ch u i che, conrf now andreleve mankynde vvhom thu hitft fourmed 
pf the vyie earthe. 

Fmit alius tcrtius. 


INCIPIT 
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INCIPIT ACTUS QUARTU C 


Pattr c<xkJHs. 

STYLL fo increaferirthe wyckednefle of man, 
That I am moved with plages hym to coofoupde. 
Hys weakenefle to ayde, I do the beft I can, 
Yet he regardeth me no more than doth an hounde. 
My worde and promyfe, in hys faythe taketh no grounde, 
He wyll folonge walke in hysownelulles at large, 
That nought he (hall fyndo hy6 folye to dyfeharge. 

Sens Abraham's tynie, whyclt was my (rue elect, 
Ifmael have I foimde both wycked, fearce, and cruel], 
And Efau in mynde with hateful! muriher infefl. 
The formes of Jacob to lades unnatural fell, 
And into Egypte ded they their brother fell. 
Laban roydollea gave faythfuil reverence, 
Dina was corrupt ihrough Sichem's vyolence. 

Rubeo abufed hys father's concubyne, 
Judas gate chyldren of his own doughter in lawe. , * 
Yea, her in my fyght went after a wycked lyne. 
Hys fedeOnan fpylte, his brother's name to withdraifc. 
Achau lyved here without all godlye awe. T^ 

And now the chyldren of Ifrael abtffe my powre, 
In fo yyle maner, that they move me everye hova».'\ 

Pacyfye thy wrathe, fweteLorde, IthedefyT^ ■ '/■ 
As thu art gentyll, benygne and pacyent. / 

Lofe not ihat people in tearceneife of thyne yre, ' 
For whom thu haft (hewed foche tokens evydent, _ 
Convertynge (hys rodde into a lyvelye ferpent, 
And the fame ferpent into thys rodde agayne, 
Thy wonderfull power declarynge wery playae, 

Fot'their fakes alfo putteft Pharao to payne 
By ten dyvetie plages, as I (hall here declare. 
By bloude, frogges, and lyce, by (lyes, death, botche, and 
blayne, 

B 4 By 
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By hayle, by graflbppers, by darkenefTe, and by care. 
By a foden plage, all their firft- gotten ware 
Thu fleweft in one nyght, for hys fearce cruelnefle^ 
From that thy people,' witholde not "now thy gooctnefie. 

Pater coeleftis. 

I certyfye the, my chofen fervaunt Mofes, 
That people of myne is full of unthankefulnes. 

Mojhs fanftus. 

Dere Lorde, I knowe it, alas, yet waye their weakenefTe. 
And beare with their faultes, of thy great bounteoufnefle. 
In a flamy nge bufhe, havynge to them refped, 
Thu appdyntedeft me their paffage to direct. 
And through the reade fee thy ryght hande ded us lede, 
Where Pharaoe's hooft the floude overwhelmed in dede. 

Thu wenteft before them in a (hynynge cloude all daye, 
And in the darke nyght, in fyre thu (hewedeft their waye. 
Thu fenteft them manna from heaven, to be their food. 
Out of the harde {tone thu gaveft them water good. 
Thu appoyntedeft them a lande of mylke and honye, 
Let them not peryfh for want of thy great mercye. . 

Pater ccekftis* 

Content they are not with foule nor yet with fayre, 
But murmour and grudge, as people in dyfpayre. 
As I lent manna, they had it in dyfdayne,. . 
Thus* of their welfare they manye tymes complayne. 
Over Amalech I gave them the vyaorye. 

Mofes fanHus. 

Moft gloryoufe maker, all that is to thy glorye. 
Thu fenteft them alfo a lawe from heaven above, 
And daylye (hewedeft them manye tokens of great love. 
The brazen ferpent thu gaveft them for their healynge, 
And Balaam's curie thu turnedeft into a bleflynge. 
I hope thu wilt not dyfdayne to help them flyfi. 

Pater ceeleftis* 
I gave them preceptes, which they will not fulfyll. 

Nor yet knowledge me for their God and good Lorde, 
So do their vyle dedes with their wycked hartes accorde. 
Whyls thu haft talked with me famylyarlye 
In Synai's mountayne, the (pace but of dayes fortye, 


Thofe 
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Thofe fightes all, they have forgotten clerely, 
And are turned to (hamefull ydolatrye. 
For their God, they have fett up a golden calfe. 

Mojks fan&us. 
Let me (aye fumwhat, iwete Father, in their behalfe. 

Pater cceleftis. 
I wyll flrft conclude, and then faye on thy mynde. 
For that I have founde that people fo unkynde, 
Not one of them (hall enjoye the promyfc of me, 
For enterynge the lande, but Caleb and Jofue. 

Mofes fan&us. 
Thy eternall wyll evermore fulfylled be. 
For dyfobeydence thu fleweft the lbnnes of Aaron, 
The earthe fwellowed in both Dathan and Abiron. 
The adders ded ftynge other wycked perfbnes els, 
In wonderfull nombre. Thus had thu ponnyflied rebels* 

Pater cceleflis. 
Never wyll I fpare the curfed inyquyte 
Of ydolatrye, for no caufe, thu mayft truft me. 

Mofes Jan&usm 
Forgeve them yet Lorde for thys tyme, if k may be 

Pater cceleftis. 
Thynkeft thu that I wyll fo fone change my decre ? 
No, no, frynde Mofes ; fo lyght thu (halt not fynde me, 
J wyll ponnyfh them, all Ilrael {hall it fe. 

Mofes fanHus. 
I wote, thy people hath wrought abhomynacyon, ' * 
Worfhyppyhge falfe goddes, to thy honour's derogacyon, 
Yet mercyfullye thu mayeit upon them loke. 
And if thu wylt not, thru ft me out of thy boke* 

Pater cceleftis. 
Thofe great blafphemers (hall out of my boke cleane, 
But thu (halt not fo, for I knowe what thu doeft meane» 
Conduct my people, myne angell (hall aflyft the, 
That fynne at a day wyll not uncorrected be. 
And for the true zele that thu to my people haft, 
I adde thys covenaunt unto my promyfes pafh 

Rayfe them up I wyll a prophete from amonge them, 
Not onlykc to the, to ipeake my wordes unto them. 

Whofo 
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Wbofo heareth not that he fhall fpcake in my name, 

I wyil revenge it to hys perpetual fhame. 

The paiTover larobe wyll be a token juft, 

Of thys flxonge covenaunt, Thys have I clerely dyfeuffe, 

In my appoyntement thys houre for your delyveraunce. 

Mofes fanBus. 

Never (hall thys thynge depart from my remerobraunce. 

Laude be for ever to the moll mercy full Lorde, 
Whych never withdraweft from man thy heavenlye confbrtj 
But from age to age thy benefytes doth recorde . 
What thy eoodheffe is, and hath bene to hys fort. 
As we fynde thy grace, fb ought we to report. 
And doubtleffe it is to us moft bounteoufe, 
Yea, for all our lynnes moft rype aad plent«oufe. 

Abraham our father founde the benyvoloufe. 
So ded good Ifaac in hys dyftrefTe amonge. 
To Jacob thu wert a gyde moft gracyoufe. 
Jofeph thu favedeft from daungeroufe deadlye wronge, 
Melchifedech and Job felt thy great goodnefle ftronge, 
So ded good Sara, Rebecca, and fayre Rachel, 
With Sephora my wyfe, the doughter of Raguel* 
To prayle the, fwete Lorde, my faythe doth me compdl, 
For thy covenauntes fake, wherin reft our falvaeyon. 
The fede of promyfe, all other fedes excell, 
For therin remayneth our full juftyfycacyon, 
From Adam and Noah, in Abraham's generacyon. 
That fede procureth God's myghty grace and powre, 
For the fanie fede's fake, I wyll fynge now thys howre* 

Clara tunc voce Antifhonam incipit, O Emanuel, quam Chorus 

(ut prius) pr&fequetur cum organism 

Fel Anglice canat; 

O nygh kynge Emanuel, and our lege Lorde ! the longe 
expectacyon of Gentyles, and the myghtye faver of their 
jnultytude, the helthe and confolacyon of fynaers, come now 
for to feve us > as our Lorde and our Redemer. 

Fimt aMus quartos* 

INCIPIT 
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INCIPIT ACTUS QUINTUS: 


F 


Fater ccekftis. 

OR all the faver I have fhewed Ifrael, 
Delyverynge her from Pharaoc's tyrannye, 
And gevynge the lande, fluemem lac & mel, 
Yet wyir (he not leave her olde ydolatrye, 
Nor know me for God. I abhorre her myferye. 
Vexed her I have with battayles and decayes, 
Styll mufl I plage her, I fe no other waves. 

David rex pins. 
Remembre yet, Lorde, thy worthye fervaunt Mofis^ 
Walkynge in thy fyght, without rebuke of thei 
Both Aaron, Jetro, Eleazar, and Phinees, 
Evermore feared to offende thy magefte, 
Moch thu acceptedeft thy fervaunt Jofue. 
Caleb *nd Othoniel fought the with all their hart, 
1 Aioth and Sangar for thy folke ded their part. 

r Gedeon and Thola tby enemyes put to fmart, 

Jayr and Jephte gave prayfes to thy name. 
I Theie, to leave ydolles, thy people ded coart. 

Samfon the frrongeit, for bys part ded the fame. 

Samuel and Nathanrthy mefiages ded proclaim* 

What though fearce Pharao wrought myfchef in thjrlyght: 

He was a pagane, laye no* that in our lyght. 

I wote the Benjamytes abufed the wayes of ryght, 
80 ded Heiye's ibnnes, and the fonnes of Samuel*. 
Saul in hys otfyce was flouthful daye and nighty 
Wycked was Semei, lb was Achitophel. 
Meafure not by them the faultes of Ifrael, 
I Whom thu haft loved of loage tyme fo inteyrlye, 

I But of thy great grace remyt her wycked folye. 

! Pater ccekjus. 

I cannot abyde the vyee of ydolatrye. 
Though I fliuld fuffer all other vyllanye. 

Whan 
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Whan Jofue was dead, that fort from me ded fall 
To the worihyppynge ,of Afteroth and Baal, 
Full uncleane ydolles, and monger* beftyall. 

David rex pius % 

For it they have had thy righteoufe ponnylhm'ent, 
And for as moch as they did wyckedly confent 
To the Paleftynes and Chananytes ungodlye 
Idolaters, takynge to them in matrymonye, 
Thu threweft them undre the kynge of Mefopotamye, 
After thu fubdiiedeft them for their idolatrye. 

Eyghtene years to Egion, the kynge of Moabytes, 
And XX years to Jabin, the kynge of Chananytes, 
Oppreifed they were VII years ofthe Madyanytes, 
And XVIII years vexed of the cruell Ammonytes. 
In three great battayles, of threefcore thoufand and fyve, 
Of thys thy people, not one was left alyve. 
Have mercye now, Lorde, and call them to repentaunce. 

Pater cceleftis. 

So longe as they fynne, fo longe (hall they have grevaunce 
David my fervaunt, fumwhat muft I faye to the ; 
For that thu latelye haft wrought foch vanyte. 

David rex pins. 

Spare not, blefled Lorde, but faye thy pleafure to me. 

Pater cceleftis. 

Of late dayes thu haft myfufed Berfabe, 
The wyfe of Urye, and flayne hym in the fyelde. 

David rex pius, 

Mercye Lorde, mercye, for doubtlefle I am defyelde. 

Pater coekftis. 

I conftytute the a kynge over Ifrael, 
And the preferved from Saul, whych was thy enemye. 
Yea, in my faver, fo moch thu dedyft excell, 
That of thy eftemyes I gave the vy&orye. 
Paleftynes and Syryancs to the came trybutarye. 
Why haft thu then wrought foch folye in my fyghr, 
Defpyfynge my worde, againft all godlye ryght ? 

David rex pius. 

I have fynned, Lorde, I befychethe pardone me. 

Pater coeleftis. 

Thu (halt not dye, David, for thys inyquyte, 
For thy repentaunce ; but thy fonne by Berfabe 


Shall 
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Shall dye, for as raoch as my name is Hafphemed 
Among my enemyes, and thu the worfe eftemed. 
From thy howfe for thys the fwerde (hall not depart. 

David rex pius. 
I am forye, Lorde, from the bottom of my hart. • 

Pater cceleftis. 
To further anger thu doeft me yet compell. 

David rex pi vs. 
For what matter, Lorde ? I befyche thy goodneffe telL 

Pater cceleftis. 
Why dedefl thu numbre the people of Ifrael? 
Suppofefl in thy mynde, therin thu haft done well ? 

David rex pius. 
I can not faye naye, but I have done undyfcretelye, 
To forget thy grace, for a humayne pollycye. 

Pater ceeleftis, 
Thu (halt of thefe three chofe whych plage thou wylt have, 
For that fynnefull a£e, that I thy fowle maye fave. 
A fcarfenefte vii. years, or elfe hi. monthes exyie, 
Eyther for iii. dayes the peflylence moft vyle, 
For one thu muft have, there is no remedye. 

David rex pius. 
Lorde, ar thy pleafure, for thu art full of mercye. 

Pater ceeleftis. 
Of a peflylence, then iii. fcore thouiand and ten, 
In iii. dayes (hall dye of thy moil puyfaunt men. 

David rex pius, 
O Lorde, it is I whych have offended thy grace, 
Spare them and not me, for I have done the trefpace. 

Pater ceeleftis. 
Though thy fynnes be great, thy inwarde harte's conttycyon 
Doth move my ilomake in wonderfuli condycyon. 
I fynde the a man accordynge to my hart, 
Wherfor thys promyfe* I make the, ere I depart. 

A frute there (hall come forth yfluynge from thy bodye, 
Whom I wyll advaunce upon thy feate for ever. 
Hys trone (hall become a feate of heaven lye glorye, 
Hys worthy fcepture from ryght wyll not dySever, 
Hys happye kyngedome, of faythe, mall peryfli never. 
Of heaven and of earthe he was aut'or pryncypall, 
And wyll contynue, though they do perylh all. 

Thy* 
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Thys fygne (halt thu have "for a token fpecyall, 
That thu mayft beleve my worries urifayncdJyc, 
Where thu haft mynded, for my mcmoryall, 
To buylde a temple, thu (halt not fynylh it trulye. 
But Salomon thy dbnne fliall do that accyon worthye, 
In token that Cnrift mud fynyfli every thynge 
That I have begunnc, to my prayfeevcrkAynge. 

Dmvid rex -plus* ' 

Immertttfl glorye to the, moil: heavenlyckynge, 
For that thu haft geven conrynuaH vy&orye 
To me thy fervaunt, ever fens my anoyntynge, 
And alfo before, by manye conqueftes worthye. 
A beare and lyon I flewe through thy ftrength onlye. 
I (lew Golias, which was vi. cubites longe. 
Agaynft thy enemyes thu madeft me ever ilronge. 

My flelhlye frayleneffe made roe do deadlye wronge 9 
And cleane to forget thy lawes of ryghteoofnefle. 
And though thu vyfytedft my iynnefulndSe amonge, 
With peftylent plages, and other unquyttnefTe ; 
Yet never tokeft thu from me the pienteoufnefle 
Of thy godly fprete, whych thu in me dedyft plant* 
I havynge remorce, thy grace coulde never want. 

For in conclufyon, thyfeverfeftynge covenaunt 
Thu gaveft unto me for all my wycked fynne ; 
And haft proruyfed here by proteftacyon conitettnt, 
That one of my fede Ihall foch hygh fortune Wynne, 
As never ded man fens thys worlde ded begynne. 
By hys power he fhall put Sathan from hys heide, 
In rejoyce wherof to fynge wyll I be bolde. 

Canora voce time incipit Antipbonam y O Adonai, quam (vi frits) 

profequetur chorus cum organis, 

Vtlfic AngUcet 

O LordeOed Adonai, and gyde of the fcythfuH howfe of 
Ifrael, whych ftimtyme apereoeft in the fiamyng bufhe to 
Mofes, and to hym dedft geve a lawe ia mounte Syna, come 
now for to recteme us in the itrengube of thy ryght hande* 

Fuut Aftus fpintuu 
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INCIPIT ACTUS SEXTUS. 


Pater cceleftis. 

I BROUGHT up chyldren from their firft iofancye, 
Whych now defpyfeth my godlye initruccyons. 
An oxe knoweth hys Lorde, an afle hys mafteVs dewtye, 
But Ifrael wyll not -know me, nor my condycyons. 
Oh frowarde people ! geven all to fuperftycyons, 
Unnaturall chyldren, expert in blafphemyes, 
Provoketh me to hate, by their ydolatryes. 

Take hede to my wordes, ye tyrauntes of Sodoma, 
In vayne ye offer your (acryfyce to me. 
Dyfcontent I am with yow beaftes H of Gomorra, 
And have no pleafure whan I your offerynges fe, 
I abhorre your faftes and your folempnyte. 
For your tradycyons my wayes ye fet apart, 
Your workes are in vayne, I hate them from the hark 

Ejaias propheta. 
Thy cytie, fwete Lorde, is now become unfaythfull, 
And her condycyons are turned up fo downe. 
Her lyfe is unchaft, her acles be very hurtefull, 
Her murther and theft hath darkened her renowne. 
Covetoufe rewardes doth fo their confeyence drowne, 
That the fatherlefle they wyU noj help to ryght, 
The poore wydowe's caufe come not afore their fyght. 

Thy peccable pathes feke they neyther daye nor nyght ; 
But wake wycked waye« after their fantafye. 
Convert their haite6, Lorde, and geve them thy true tyght, 
That they maye perceyve their cuftomable folye: 
Leave them not helplefle in fo depe myferye, 
But call them from it of thy moil fpecyall grace, 
By thy true prophefes, to their fowie's helthe and folace. 

Pater ceekftis. 
Firft they had fathers, than had they patryarkes, 
Than dukes, than judges to their gydes and raonarkes. 
S Now 
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Now have they ftowte kynges, yet are they wycked ftyll, 
And wyll in no wyfe my pleafaunt lawes iulfyll. 
Alwayes they applye to ydolles woi fhyppyngfc, 
From the vyle begger to the anoynted kynge. 

Ejaias propheta. 

For that caufe thu halt in two devyded them, 
In Samaria the one, the other in Hierufalem. 
Tbe kynge of Juda in Hierufalem dcd dwell, 
And in Samaria the kynge of Ifrael. 
Ten of the twelve trybes bycame Samarytanes. 
And the other two were Hierofolymytanes. 

In both thefe cuntreyes, accordynge to their doynges, 
Thu permyttedeft them to have moft cruell kynges. 
The fir ft of Juda was wycked kynge Roboam, 
Of Ifrael the firft was that cruell Hieroboam ; 
Abia than folowed, and in the other Nadab, 
Than Bafa, then Hela, then Zambri, Jorara and Achab. 

Then Ochofias, then Athalia, then Joas ; 
On the other part was Joathan and Achas. 
To rehearce them all that have done wretchydlye 
In the fyght of the, it were longe verelye 

Pater coeleftis. • 

For the wycked fynne of fylthje ydolatrye, 
Whych the ten trybes ded in the lande of Samarye, 
In (pace of one daye fyfty thoufand men I dewe, 
Thre of their cyties alfo I overthrewe, 
And left the people in foche captyvyte, 
That in all the worlde they wyft not whyther to fle. 

The other ii. trybes, whan they from me went back 
To ydolatrye, I left in the haode of Sefack, 
The kynge of Egipt, whych toke awaye their treafure, 
Convayed their cattel, and flewe them without meafure. 
In tyme of Achas, an hondred thoufande and twentye 
Were flayne at one tyme for their ydolatrye* 

Two hondred thoufande from the'ns were captyve led, 
Their goodes dyfperfed, and they with penury e led. 
Seldom they fayle it, but eyther the Egipcyanes 
Have them in bondage, or els the AiTyreanes* 
And alone they maye thanke their vdolatryc. 

Ejaias propheta* 

Wele, yet blefled Lorde, releve them with thy mercye. 

Though 
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•though they have been yll, by otter pryhces dayei* 
Vet good Ezecnias hath taught them godlye wayes. 
' Whan the pry nee is good, the people are the better ; 
And as he is nought, their vyces are the greatter. 
Heavenlye Lorde, therfor fend them the confolacyoh, 
Whych thu haft covenaunted with every gerieracyoh. 

Open thu the heavens, and Iete the larobe comi hither* 
Whych wyll delyver thy people all togyther. 
Ye planetes and cloudes, caft downe your dewes and rayne$ 
That the eaiih maye beare out helthful fiver playne. 

Pater ccelefth. 

Maye the wyfe forget the chylde of her owne bodye ? 

Efaias propheta. * 

Naye, that fhe can not in anye wyfe verelye. 

Pater ceelefiis 

No more can I them whych wyll do my cohftnaundementes, 
But mult preferve them from all inconvenyentes. 

EJaia s propJyeta. 

Bleflfed art thu, Lorde, in all thy acles and judgemenres* 

Pater tcekftis. 

Wele, Efaias, for thys thy fydelyte, 
A covenaunt of helthe thu (hat have alfo df me". 
For Syon's fake now I wyll ribt holde my jieace, 
And for Hierufalem, to fpeake wyll I not ce&fe, 
Tyil that ryghteoufe Lorde become as a funne beame bryght* 
And their juit faver as a lampe extende hys lyght. 

A rodde (hall (hut fourth from' the o!dc ftocke of Jefle* 
And a bryght bloflbme from that rote^wyll aryfe, 
Upon whom alwayes the fprete of the Lorde (haU be, 
The fprete of wyfdome* rhefprew of heavenly practyfe* 
And the fprete that wyll all godlynefle devyfe. 
•.Take thys for a fygne, a mayde of Ifrael 
Shall conceyve and beare that Lorde Bmaauet. 

Fjaias propheta. 
Thy prayles condygne no mortal tunge can tell, 
Moft worthye maker arid kynge of heavenlye glorye* 
For all capacytees thy goodnefTe doth excell, 
Thy plenteoufe graces no brayne can cumpas trulye, 
No wyt can conceyve the grcatnefle of thy mercye, t 
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Declared of late in David thy true fervaunt . . 

And noW confirmed in thys thy lattef covenaunt. 

Of goodnefle thu madeft Salomon of wyt moft pregnaunt, 
Afa and Jdfaphat, with good kynge Ezechias, 
In thy fyght to do that was to the ryght pleafaunt. 
To quench ydolatrye, thu rayfedeft up Helias, 
Jehu, Helifeus, Mkhas, and Abdias, 
And Naamaft Syrus thu pourgedft of a leprye. 
The workes wonderfull who can but magnyfye ? 

Aryfe, Hierufalem, and take faythe by and bye, 
For the verye lyght that (hall fave the is commynge. 
The Sonne of the Lord apere wyll evydentlye, 
Whan he (hall refort, fe that no joye be wantynge. 
He is thy faver, and thy Iyfe everlafrynge, 
Thy releafe from fynne, and thy whole ryghteoufnefle. 
Help me in thys fonge to knowledge his great goodnefle. 

Concinna tunc voce Antipbonam inchoat, O radix Jefle, quam 

chorus profequetur cum organis. 

Vel Angllce hoc modo canet: 

O frutefuU rote of Jefle, that fhall be fet as a fygne amorce 
people, agaynft the worldly rulers fhall fearcely open their 
moutbes. Whom the Gentyles worfhypp as their heavenly. 
Lorde, come now for to delyver us, and delaye the tyme do 
iongar. 

Finit aftus Sextus* 


ACTUS SEPTIMUS. 


Pater cceleftis* 

1HAVE with fearcenefle mankynde oft tymes corrected, 
And agayne, I have allured hym by fwete promes, 
I have fent fore plages, when he hath me neglected, 

And 
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And then by and by, moil confortable fwetnes. 

To wynne hym to grace, bothe mercye and ryghteoufhes 

I have exercyfed, yet wyll he not amende. 

Shall I now lofe hym, or (hall I hym defende ? 

In hys mod myfchefe, moft hygh grace will I fende. 
To overcome hym by favoure, if it may be. 
With hys abufyons no longar wyll I contende 
But now acconiplyfh my fim wyll and decre. 
My worde beynge flefh, from hens (hall fet hym fre. 
Hym teachynge a waye of perfyght ryghteoufnefle, 
That he mail not nede to peryfh in his weaknefl e. 

Johannes Baptijia, 

Manafles (Lorde) is paft, whych turned from the hys harte, 
Achas and Amon have now no more ado, 
Jechonias with other, whych ded themfelves avarte 
From the to ydolles, may now no farther go. 
The two falfe judges, and Bel's wycked preftes alfo, 
Phaflur and Semeias, with Nabuchodonofore, 
Antiochus and Triphon, (hall the dypleafe no more. 

Thre fcore yeares and ten, thy people into Babylon 
Were captyve and thrall for ydolles worfhyppynge. 
Hierufalem was loll, and left voyde of domynyon, 
Brent was their temple, fo was their other buyldynge, 
Ther hygh preftes were flayne, ther treafure came to nothyng, 
The frrength and bewtye of thyne owne heretage. 
Thus dedeft thu leave then in myferable bondage. 

Oft had they waraynges, fumtyme by Ezechiel, 
And other prophetes, as Efaye and Hieremye, 
Sumtyme by Daniel, fumtyme by Ofe and Johel, 
By Amos and Abdias, by Jonas and by Sophonye, 
By Nahum and Micheas, by Agge and by Zacharye, 
By Malachias, and alfo by Abacuch, 
By Olda the wydowe, and by the prophete Baruch. 

Remembre Jofias, whych toke the abhomynacyon 
From the people, then reftorynge thy lawes agayne. 
Of Rechab confydre the faythfull generacyon, 
Whom to wyne-drynkynge no fryndihyppe myght conftrayne. 
Remembre Abdemelech, the frynde of truthe certayne, 
Zorobabel the prynce, whych ded repare the temple, 
And Jefus Jofedech, of vertu the exemple. 

C 2 Confvdre 
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Confydre Nehemias, and Efdras the good fcrybe, 
Mercyfull Tobias, and conftaunt Mardocheus. 

{udith and quene Hefter, of the fame godly trybe, 
)evoute Mathias, and Judas Machabeus. 
Have mynde of Eleazar, and then Joannes Hircanus. 
Waye the erneft faythe of thys godlye cumpanye, 
Though the other cleane fall from thy memorye. 

Pater ccekftis* 

I wyll Johan, I wyll, for as I fayd afore, 
Rygour and hardenefle I have now fet apart, 
Myndynge from hens fourth to wynne man evermore 
By wonderfull kyndenefle to breake hys ftubberne hart, 
And change it from fynne. For Chrift fhall fuffre fmart, 
In mannys frayle nature for hys inyquyte, 
Thys to make open, my maflenger fhalt thu be. 

Johannes Baptifta. 

As thy pleafure is, fo blefled Lorde appoynt me, 
For my helthe thu art, and my fow!e*s felycyte. 

Pater cceleflis. 

Longe ere I made the, I the predeftynate, 
Before thu wert borne I the endued with grace. 
In thy mother's wombe wert thu fan&yfycate 
By my godlye gyft, and fo confirmed in place, 
A Prophete, to fhewe a waye before the face 
Of my rnoft dere fonne, whych wyll come : the untytt 
Applye the apace thyne offyce to fulfyll. 

Preache to the people, rebukynge their neglygence, 
Doppe them in water, they knowledgynge their offence | 
And faye unto them, The kyngedome of God doth cUftu 

Joannes Baptifta. 

Unmete, Lorde, I am, $kia puer ego fum. 
An other than that, alac, I have no fcyence 
Fyt for that offyce, neyther yet cleane eloquence. 

Pater cce/efiis. 

Thu (halt not faye fo, for I have geven the grace, 
Eloquence and age, to fpeake in the defart place, 
Thu muft do therefor as I mall the advyfe, 
My appoynted pleafure fourth utter in any wyfe 
My ftronge rayghtye wordes put I into thy mouthe, 
Spare not, but fpeake them to eaft, weft, north and fottthe. 

at 
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Hie extendens Dotmnus ntanum, labia Joannis digito tanget, ac ori 

imponet auream linguam* 

Go now thy waye fourth, I fhall the never fayle, 
The fprete of Helias have I geven the alredye. 
Perfuade the people, that they their fynnes bywayie. 
And if they repent their cuuomable folye, 
Longe fhall it not be ere they have remedye. 
Open thu their hartes, tell them their helth is commynge 
As a voyce in defart, fe thu declare the thynge. 

I promyfe the fure, thou (halt wafhe hym amonge them 
In Jordane, a floude not farre from Hierufalem. 

Johannes Baptjfta. 
Shewe me yet, good Lorde, whereby mail I knowe that man, 
In the multytude whych wyll refort to Jordan. * 

Pater coeleftis. 
In thy mother's wombe of hym haddeft thu cognycyon. 

Johannes Baptifta, 
Yea, that was in fprete. I wolde now knowe hys perfon. 

Pater coeleftis. 
Have thu no feare, Johan, hym (halt thu knowe full well, 
And one fpecyall token afore wyll I the tell* 
Super quern videris Jpiritum defcendentem & manentem 
Super eum, hie eft qui baptixat fpiritu fanEto. 

Amonge all other whom thu (halt baptyfe there, 
Upon whom thu feyft the Holy Ghoft defcende 
In fhappe of a dove» reftynge upon hys (huldere, 
Holde hym for the fame, that fhall - the worlde amende 
By baptym of fprete, and alfb to man extende 
Moft fpecyall grace. For he muft repare hys fall, 
Reftorynge agayne the juftyce orygynall. 
Take now thy journaye, and do as I the advyfe. 
Firft preache repentaunce, and than the people baptyfe, 

Johannes Baptifia, 
Hygh honour, worfhypp, and glorye be unto the, 
My God eternall, and patrone of all puryte. 

Repent, good people, for fynnes that now are paft, 
The kyngdome of heaven is at hande very nye. 
The promyfed lyght to yow approcheth fait, 
Dave faythe, and applye now to receyve him bolddye. 

C 3 lam 


/■12, 





38 GOD'S PROMISES, &c. 

I am not the lyght, but to bearc teftymonye 
Of hym am lent, that all men maye beleve, 
That hys bloude he wyll for their redemptyon geve* 

He is foch a lyght as all men doth illumyne, 
That ever were here, or (hall be after thys. 
All the worlde he made by hys myghtye power devyne, 
And yet that rude worlde wyll not knowe what he is, 
Hys owne he enterynge, is not regarded of hys. 
They that receyve hym, are God's true chyldren playne, 
In fprete regenerate, and all grace (hall attayne. 1 

Manye do recken, that I johan Baptyft am he, 
Deceyved are they, and that wyll apere in fpace. 
Though he come after, yet he was longe afore me. 
We are weake veflels, he is the welle of grace, 
Of hys great goodneffe all that we have we purchace. 
By hym are we like to have a better increes 
Than ever we had by the lawe of Mofes. 

In Mofes 9 harde lawe we had not els but darkenes, 
Fygure and (haddowe. All was not els but nyght, 
Ponnyfliment for fynne, much rygour, payne and roughnes. 
An hygh change is there, where all is turned to lyght, 
Grace and remyflyon anon wyll fhyne full bryght. 
Never man lyved that ever fe God afore, 
Whych now in our kynde mannys ruyne wyll reftore. 

Helpe me to geve thankes to that Lorde evermore, 
Whych am unto Chrift a cryar's voyce in the defart, 
To prepare the pathes and hygh wayes hym before, 
For hys delyght is on the poore fymple hart. 
That innocent lambe from foch wyll never depart, 
As wyll faythfullye receyve hym with good mynde. 
Lete our voyce then founds in fome fwete mufycall kynde. 

Refona tunc voce Antipbonam incipit, O clavis David, quam pro* 
Jequetur chorus cum organis y ut prius. 

Vel in AngUco fermom fie : 

O perfyght keye of David, and hygh fcepture of the 
kyndied of Jacob, whych openeit and no man fpear- 

eth, 
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cth *, thu fpeakeft and no man openeth ; come and ddyver thy 
fervaunt mankynde, bound in prifon, fytting in the darknefle. 
of fynne and bytter daiqpnacyon. 


Bale us Prolocutor. 

THE matters are foch that we have uttered here, 
As ought not to ilyde from your meraoryalL 
For they have opened foch confortable gere, 
As is to the helthe of thys kynde univerfall, 
Graces of the Lorde and prpmyfes lyberall, 
Whych he hath geven to man for every age, 
To kaytt hym to Chrift, and fo clere hym of bondage. 

As Saynt Paule doth write unto the Corinthes playne, 
Our fore fathers were undre the cloud of darkeaes, 
And unto ChrJuVs dayes ded in the fhaddowe remayne ; 
Yet were they not left, for of hym they had promes, 
All they receyved one fpirytuall- fedynge doubtles. 
They dronke of the rocke whych them to lyfe refreshed, 
For one favynge helthe, in, Chrifl, all they confeHed. 

• « 
* 1. c. aflceth, enqnireth. 

So Chancer' s Teftament of Crefeide. . , < • 

1 ( Who had been there, and liking for to here, 

" Hit faconde tonge and ternis exquifite, 
*' Of rethorike the pra&ike he might lere, 
** In brefe fermon a preignant fenteoce write ; 
" Before Cupide valing his cappe a lite 
" Speris the caufe of that vocacion, 
" And he anon (hewde his entencion." 
Again, Douglas's Virgil, B. iii. p. yz. 

" The feik ground deny is frute and fudis, 
" My fader ezhortis us turn againe our ftudis 
* «« To Delos, and Apollois anfuere ffxre, 
" Be feiking him of fuccoars us to lere 3" 
Again, B. v. p. 140. 

« Ane nthir roachc to him was focht and fperit" 

C 4 la 
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In the woman's ftde was Adam firft juityfyed, 
Sq was faythfull Noah ; fo was juft Abraham. 
The faythe in that fedc in Mofes fourth multyplyed, 
Lykcwyfe in David and £faye 9 that after cam. 
And in Johan Baptyft, whych (hewed the very lam* 
Though they fe afarre, yet all they had one juftyce, 
One Mafle (as they call it) and in Chiifl onp facryfyce. 

A man can not here to God do better fervyce, 
Than on thys to grounde hys faythe and underftandynge, 
J?br all the worlde's fynne alone Chrift payed the pryce, 
Jn hys onlye deathe was mannys lyfe alwayes reftynge, 
And not in wyll worker, nor yet in mennys defervynge. 
The lyght of our faythe make ihys thynge evydent, 
And not the pra&yfe of ether experiment. 

Where is now fre wyll, whom the hypocrytes comment i 
Whereby they report they roaye at their owne pleafure 
Do good of themfelves, though grace and fayth be abfent, 
And have good intentes their madnefle with to meafure. 
The wyll of the fldhe is proved here fmall treafure, 
And fo is mannys wyll, for the grace of God doth all. 
More of thys matter conclude hereafter we (hall. 

Thus endeth thys Tragedy or Enterlude, manyfeftynge 
the chefe premyie* of God unto man by all ages in the olde 
lawe, from the fall of Adam, to the incarnacyon of the Lorde 
Jcfus Chrift. 

Qnr&Ud ly Jo|iai Bayle, Anno Domini 1538. 
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JOHN HEYWOOD, or Heewood, one of the mod 
ancient Dramatick Writers in the Englifli language, was 
born in the city of London # , and educated in the Univerfity 
of Oxford, at the antient Hoftle called^Broadgate's, in St. 
Aldgate's Parifh. He was in his time more celebrated for his 
wit than his learning; and having fome fair pofleffions at 
North Mims, he refided there after he left Oxford, and became 
intimately acquainted with Sir Thomas More, who lived in 
that neighbourhood f . Here the latter wrote his celebrated 
work called Utopia, and is fuppofed to have aflifted Hey wood 
in the compofition of his Epigrams J. Through Sir Thomas 
More's means, it is probable our Author was introduced to the 
knowledge of King Henry the Eighth, and of his daughter 
the Princefs, afterwards Queen Mary : by the former, of whom 
he was held in much efteem for the mirth and quicknefs of 
his conceits ; and fo much § valued by the latter, that he was 
often, after (he came to the throne, admitted to the honour of 
waiting upon and exercifing his fancy before her, even to the 
time (he lay languifliing on her death bed. His education 
having been in the Roman catholick faith, he continued 
fteadily attached to the tenets of that religion ; and during the 

* Wood, in his Athena- Qxonienfes, vol. I. p. 149. pofitively fixes his 
birth at this place. Other writers have made him a native of North Mims 
in Hertfordshire, bat apparently without any authority. Bale, who lived 
neareft to the Author's time, calls him Civis Londin^njis ; which words, 
though they do not abfolutely prove that he was born in London, yet 
furely are fufficient in a matter of this uncertainty to warrant any one to 
conclude that he was a native of that city, as no circumftance appears to 
induce a belief that he acquired the title of Citizen of London otherwife 
than by birth. 

f Peac ham's Com pleat £n glim Gentleman, 4to, 1627, p. 95. 

{ Gabriel Harvey's Mf. Note to'Speyght's Chaucer, as quoted in Mr* 
Steevens's Shakfpeare, vol. V. 

§ Athen, O*on. vol, I, p. 149. 

reign 
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reign • of Edward the Sixth, fell under the fufpicion of prac- 
tiling againft the government, and narrowly efcaped the 
baiter. Alter the death of his patronefc the queen, he left the 
nation, fays Wood f, for religion fake, and fettled at Mechlen 
in Brabant, where he died about the year 1565, leaving 
leveral children ; one of whom, Jafper Heywood, tranllated 
three of Seneca's Plays, and wrote teveral Poems, printed in the 
yarariife of Dainty Devifes, 410, 1578. This Jafper Heywood 
was, according to Fuller, executed in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth ; but more probably, as Sir Richard Baker aliens, 
was among thofe who were taken in 1585, and fent out of 
England. 

John Heywood % appears to be the fecond Englifh drama- 
tick writer. Oldys § fays, he began to write about the year 
J 5 30, but that he could not find hepubliihed any thing fo 
early. 

The following is a Lift of his Works : 

" A Play betwene Johan the Hulband, Tyb the Wife, an4 
*' Sir Johan the Prieft, by John Heywood, 4to, Imprynted 
*• at London by William Raftall, the 1 2 Day of February, 
** 1 533." (Oldys's Mf. Notes, and Companion to thePlay- 
houfe). 

*' A Mery Play betwene the Pardoner and the Frere, the 
•* Curate, and neybour Pratte, 4to. Imprynted by Will 1 * 
«« Ra&ell, 5th of April, 1^33." (Ames, 182. Oldys's Mf. 
Notes, and Companion to the Playhoufe). 

u The Playe called the Foure P. P. A neweand a very 
" mery Enterlude of A Palmer, A Pardoner, A Potycary, 
46 A Pedler. Made by John Heewood, 4to. Imprynted at 

* " But to ftep backe to my tcfke (though cverie place I ftep to, yeeldes 
" me fweeter difcourfe), what thinke you by Haywood, that leaped hang- 
44 ing with his mirth 5 the King being gracioufly and (as I thinke) truly 
*' perfwaded, that a man that wrate fo pleafant and harmelefie verfes, 
** could not have any harmcfull conceit againft his proceedings, and fo by 
** the honelt motion of a gentleman of his Chamber faved him. from the 
ff jerke of the fix-ftrrng*d whip." 

Harrington's Metamorphofes of Ajax, 1596, p. 25. 

f A then. Oxon. vol. h p. 149. 

j Dr. Palfgrave, whofe Play of Acolaftus was printed in the year 1529, 
feems to have been the fir ft. See Ames, 166, 

^ Mf. Notes on Langbaine. 

3 % ♦' London* 
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u London in fleteftrete, at the iynge of the George, by 
" Wyllyam Myddylton, 4to. no date. Alfo, 

" A Play of 6enteeinefa and Nobilitie. An Interlude 
** in two Parts, 4*0. no date." {Companion to the Play- 
houfe). 

** A Play of Love. An Interlude, 410. i£3$* (Com- 
panion to the Playhdufe). 

** A Play of the Weather, called A new and a very merry 
** Interlude of all manner of Weathers, 1553* Fo»* (Com- 
panion to the Playhoufe. Oldys's Mf,). Alio in nrno, 
printed by Robert Wyer, no date. (Ames, 157)* 

" The Spider and the Flie, a Parable, made by John H*y- 
«* wood. Imprinted by Tho. Powell, 1556, B. Dt 4W* 

" John Hey wood's Woorkes. A Dialogue conteynijjg the 
ct Number of the effectual Proverbes ia the Englifti Tongue, 
** compare in a matter concerning two ManeV of Mariages : 
** with one Hundreth of Epigrammes ; and three Hundreth 
*' of Epigrammes uppon three Hundred Proverbes, and a fifth 
" hundred of Epigrammes. Whereunto are newly added t 
** a fixte hundred of Epigrammes, by the faid John ftey- 
« c woode. Imprinted byTho. Marflie, 1576, 4to. B. L. H 

Another Edition was printed by Felix Kyngfton, in 410* 
B. L. 1598. 

" A JJrefe Balet, touching the trayterous takynge of Scar- 
u borow Caftle. Imprinted at London by Thomas Powel." 
On a broad fide of two Columns, B. L. (Among the Folio 
Volumes of Pyfon's Collections, in the Library of the Society 
of Antiquarians.) Tho. Stafford, who took that Caftle 2$ 
April, 1 55 7 » and proclaimed himfelf Protector of the realm, 
was beheaded 28 May following, and three of his accom 
plices were hanged. Oldys's Mf. 

*• A Balade of the meeting and marriage of the King and 
44 Queene* Highnefs. Imprinted by W. RySdeL*' One 
fide of a large half fheet. Oldys. 

Winftanly * hath exprefled a doubt, whether the Author of 
the Epigrams and of the Plays were not different perfons. The 
following Epigram will be fufficient to fet that fad beyond con- 
tradiction, and at the fame time exhibit a fpecimen of the 
Author's manner : 

* Lives of Euglifli Poets, p. 45, 

Art 


[ 4& ] 
Art thou Heywwd, with thy mad merry wit ? 

Yea, fotfooth. Mailer, that name is even bit- 
Art thou HeyatoBil, that applieft mirth more than thrift ? 

Yet, Sir, I take merry mirth a golden gift. 
Art thou Hrywood, that hall made many mad plays? 

Yea, many plays, few good works in my days. 
Art thou Heyword, that hath made men merry long ? 

Yea, and will, if I be made merry among. 
Art thou Hrywood, that wouldfl be made merry now ? 
Ycb, Sir, help me to it now, I befeeeh you. 
Winftanly and Phillips afcribe to him, I think, falfely, 
The Pinner of Wakefield* and Philotus, printed at Edin- 
burgh, 1605. 

Dr. Fuller f mentions a Book written by our Author; in- 
titled, Mmumtnta literana ; which are faid to be Net lam More 
condita, quant leporc condita. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONJL 


A Palmer, 
A Pardoner, 

A Poticary, 

A P E D L E R. 
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1 Palmer Jpeakitb. 

TWT O W God be here ; who kepetb this place ? 

JLN! Now by my fayth, I cryeyou mercy ; 

Of reafon IVnuft few tor grace, 

Mjr rewdncs fheweth me fo homely. 

Wherof your parddh axt and wonne, 

I few you *, as curtefy doth me bynde, 

To tell this whichfe fhalbe begonne, 

In order a*s may come befte in myade. 

I am a Palmer, as ye \ fe,* 

JWnche of my lyre muche part have 4 fpent 

In many a fay re and farre 5 cuntrie, 

Aa pilgryms do of good intent. t 

At Hierufalem 6 have I bene 

Before Chryfte's blefled fepulture : 

The mount of Calvary have I fene 7 , 

A holy place ye may be flire. 

To Jofophat and Olyvete 8 , On 

1 Palmer'} " The difference between a pilgrim and « palmer' wai 
«• thus : The pilgrim had fome home or dwelling place j hut the palmer 
** had none. The pilgrim travelled to fome certain defigned place or 

, •« places J but the palmer to all. The pilgrim went at his own charges ; 
" but the palmer profefled wilful poverty, and went upon alms* TJie 
** pilgrim might give over his profefiion, and return home ; but the palmer 
" muft be conftant till he had obtained the palm, that is, victory overall 
" fpiritual enemies, and life by death, and thence his same Palmer, of 
" fife from a ftaff, or boughs of palm, which he 'always carried along 
** him." Staveley's Roman HorfiUecb, 1769, p. 93. 

2 few you"] fue now, edition 1569. * yi\ you, edit. 156$* 

* have] hath, 1 ft edit. Sfayre andfarre} far and faire, edit. 1569. 

* Uierifalem\ Jerufalem, edit. 1 569. . 1bav<eT\ I have, edit. 1569* 

* To jefapbat and Olyvete,'] Maundevile thus mentions thefe places. 
** And towards the Eft fyde, withoute the walles of thecytee (i. e. Jeru* 
" falem) is the vale of Jofaphathe, that touchethe to the walles ,as thouglic 
** it were a large dyche. 'And anen that vale of Jofaphathe out of the 
" cytee, is the chirchc of Seynt Stevene, where he was ironed to dethe.** 

V© L. h P H Wag* 
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On fote, God wotc, I went ryght bare i 
Many a {kite tere dyd I fwete,. 
Before thys carkes coulde 9 come thaw. 
Yet have I bene at Rome alfo, 
And gone the ftatyon* 10 alia row > 
Saynt Peter's (hryne and many mo, 
Than yf I told all ye do fcnou*. ! 

Except that there te any fuche, 
That hath ben there, and diligently 
' Hath taken hede, and marked muche^ 
Then can they fpeke as mucae as. I. 
Then at the Rodes ,0 * alfo I was j 
And rounde about to Amias "• 
At Saynt Toncomber and Saynt Tronion x2 : 
At Saynt Bothulph " and Saynt, Anne of Buckfton v4 . 

FoUtge and Travalk t 8vo^iyi5« p. 96. " And above the vale, is tfc» 

4 * mount of Qlyvetei and it is eleped fo, for the plentee of olyves,, that 

"*' -grow en there. That mount if more highe tKan the oytee of Jernfalcm 

«* is j and therfore may men upon thar mount, foe many the ftrctes of rho 

cytee* And betwene that mount and the cystc, is not but tfce rale of 
** JofapbatUy that is not fulle large. And fro that mouot r ireighe our* 
" Lord Jefu Crift to heveae, upon Afce&cioun~day : and zit there fchew* 
4t ethc the fchapp of his left foot m the fton." roiage and Travail!?, $vp. 

,* could*] would, edit. 1569. 

10 tbcjlatyom (fiationet% or jwmuf\ Aniwered to the ftages between 
London and Eoiac> or Holy Laud; of wfcich there is a' map rn a Mf % 
of Math. Paris Roy. Life. 14 a VI L and Benct, Coll. c. ix. an*. 
Pi. VII. Brit. Topog. vol. I. p. %$. ft 

10 * Rules] Rhoits, an ifland to which the Knights Hofpkaliera, no* 
Knights of Malta, retired, on being driven out of Jerafalem. 
.. ** jtmias] PrabaUy Eoiausytiear Jerufalem. 

*• Saynt Tttwmktr and Saynt Tronim] Of- thefe faints, or places; 

1 can fpro no account. ^ 

J* Svfnt Btthilfk] Saint Bothuiph is faid to have been born in Corn- 
wall, and was eminent tor working miracles about the time -of Lucius* 
He was buried at Bofton , in Lincolnihire. 

■ *♦ Smym Amu of Buck/in) « Within the parifh of Bacwcll, in Derby- 
*' ihyre, is a cbdfftl nomtym* dtdicattd to &. Am») % in a place called 
" Bucftm, wheare ts a notte bathe, of fuch like quatkie as thofe men* 
*< ttoued in Bathe be. Hytber they ware ivomt to run on f>itgrimzgJ> afcrib* 
«' inge to St. Anne miraculouOy, that thinge which is in that and fondrye 
« other waters naturally." Lombard/ s Didionarium^ p. 48. Drayton fays, 
«« — I can again produce thofc wondrous wells 
«' Of Bucfton, as 1 bare, that nxoft delicious fount 

"^Vbich 
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On rhc hylfe* of Arrneriyy^rfef ifa* ** *C"«**i-*i1te'«* ; '■ 
With holy Job, arto kaym George.™ Soutfivwfce " ;* - — *& 
At Waltam I8 and at WaHyngham ks) j 

< .v" - -:/ • • - -JU* 

w Which men the feoond Bath of England 4oacaiu**, '.j.'* ■» 

«* Which in the prhnfr reigns, When hrft th«s well begin - ',•; • * 

. '¥ To have he/ viff ut* known unto the Weft* St. Anne, ».-,•• 

• * Was eonfceYated then/* ' Pdy&Jlhk, Somjanai. " 

*3 ySm^) i**, ifc*dkiont~» ,.••.": 

*£ hftltirf tdrmmy, <*>h#e Ifim Hoe's *rh>\\ "'Ami fo paJft men.be' 
" this-#>*Mwi/V, andetm-etthte'feeoF'P^. FrotHfct eytce of ^/jir*wr/ 
t go mWitoan hillt that- is clept SriiJbtoIIe. Aft* there \>tfy4*i% an-** 
" oittiey hille, that men tle^tii Ararat ix : but the* jewtft <ckpen it ftftttfft 5* 
" whert? Nets fchipp rerted > <»i^fciris-«pont»tft*ino4*ayne4' aiid meflkfflajP 
" feen it a ferry in cleer wtdret and that montaynej? we) a 7«yl« highe. 
" And focn menTeyrt, that thei hau fe*n ana" t'outheditbe-fiibipp ; aai put 
u here fyngrcs in the parties where the. feelitf went out;* w&an* that Am 
* fcyde> Bcncdkttt. "Sac they that fcyn facta wordes* fcyn here' wilier > 
u for a man may not gonepthe ihoMhyrie* ft* gttt plentefe of ifiiow, that 
** is alle weys oivthatmrtffitayn*; notther iomertie' vrynter: fo that no 
w man may gon up the**, ffcttettfre ud& didv, ftthe die tysfceof'JVar, faf 
" a monk, that, he the grate- of Gods broaghte on bftlWpUa'ke* dotm ; 
** that civ is irf the mrttjtre* it the fboC*f tfc*ifeohtt$lrtiS* Mapndevilc's 
Fpiuft+*d Travail e y 1727, p. 176. •■» " • • ■ < 

*f &pir tftorgv fa Siaibrittlvl FormtJly tettflgfog w the; pribf»p be 
Sermo&dfty. See Stow'* Surt** : , lo.. J ...''» 

^« kValta^ The famous hol*C*©fa hfiftakhanM whiatf {rafti*** 
fays was difcovered in the' following manner 1 A carpenter, in the reig»» 
of Canute, liVing-at'IkrtegaroAfry,' had a vifiott'iii fa night of Qktitt* 
crucified, by who** h*' was commanded to gb'tdth* pttiffi prteft, and* 
direct him to walk, - accompanied with hi*- ptfri<hi*t»ert, in folemn-fVb-'* 
ceffioft t«*he«op of an adjoining-fettl, where oh diflgmg they Woo! Id find' 
a eroft the Very fign of Chrift's paftoff. Th#«Mtft rwgieAing topcffbrW 
the oedttt of Ae image was viiiPtd by k aiiseoadttma^ aod hi* iflftdk-r 
were then griped in fuch a manner, that the marks remained fome time •' 
after. He then acquainted the pfieA, and, -as thty^ were ordered, tney 
pttceeded ^o the place pointed out, where tfcfy *ifcovei<J a great marBfe, 
ha^ag in k of black flint the irnhg* of the crucifix They then ift- 
fatrtnedthe lerdof themknorof the tranfa^iob \ and hftifrrmediately re^btva4- 
to fend the crofs ftrft to Canterbury, and afterwards to Reading j «ut 04 
attempting to draw ittffthefe places; although with the force of twelr* 
red oxen, and as- many white kine, it Was fotond impnuEUcable, sn6 hi* 1 
was oblrged to defift He then determined o» fix it at Watehatfc, an4m- ' 
mediately the wain began to more thither of itfel£ In- the way many per- ' 
ions were healed of disorders ; and the relick foon became much leforted to 
by the ptigrsms on account of the miracles performed 'by it. Lambarde*** ' 
D'tftianar'tum Angl'ucTopefrapbicum^ HiJifteuMy 410. 1730, p. 431. 
. ** Walfyngbam] « Walfingham, in Norfolk, where was anciently an 
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And at die good-rood *9 of Dagnam xt + . ; •, 

At Saynt Corncly*** » .at Saynt James in Galea ** j 

^Jktmge of the Virgin Mary, famous over all Europe for the numerous 
«< pilgrimages .made jto.it, and the great rfehes it poficfled. Erafmus ha* 
" given a very exact and humorous defeription of the fuperfticions'prac- 
" tifed there in his time*. See hi* Account' of the Viaoo faKatha^ 
" u At s 1 a, in his Oft-looty, intitled, P s r e o & 1 n at to R* l 10 ionis E* c o . 
" He tells us, the rich offerings in filvcr, gold, and precious ftonet, that 
" wtve these ihewn him, were incredible; -skive being fcarce a pcribn 
<S>f »any- note isr England, but what fome time «r other paid a vifit, of' 
" ieni.a prefent* to our Xady o r Walsi* oh am* At the diflbktion of 
*f theuaonaileries, in 15 38,' this' fplcndid image, with • another from Ipf-' 
H waoh> was carried to-Chxfl/ea, and there burnt in the prtfence of com-' 
<< cntftaaera." See' Percy's Rttifuesof Jhcim Poetry, voLtl. p. 79. 
•Jfcfccrt LoogUnd, ia PicrU P human's Ftfions, 1 5 50, p. x» fays, ; . 

. . * - 44 jJecwKU on** heape, wyth hoked fUres, 

" Wenten to Watynzbm, and her wenches after. 
4< Great louhies) and Topge, ,yt loth were to fwinke, 

. n c. u Clothed- him in. copes to be knowen from other, 
. .. " Ami (hoptn htm her sneta, hex cajfe.to hwc." 

: 6ee^Uo/lY^«at.'sJFWr<i/ Mowmfmts, p.. 131. 

. »? fWJ, Heatsxyin h**Gloflary to Peter Langtoft, p. 544, under the 
word cro/jt, obferves, that although the crofs aiyl /&« rW are commonly 
tnkenior the fam^nyeftifcajro^ properly figaified formerly the image of 
Chrift on the crofs, io as to represent both the crofs and the figure of 
o#* Mtefled Sartfmr a* the" ittfltttd upon it. The roods that were in churches 
ajidi chapel* were placed in rorines, that were: ftykd Rood-tofts. " Rood- 
<* 4 /fff {faith Blount) a (brine, whereon : waa placed, the crofs of ChriA\ 
'tS^w. rood wm an, image ;of Chrift on the croft, made: generally of wood, 
<l.as>d erected in a loft. for .that purpofc, ju# over the paffage out of the. 
'ichutch into the chanceJL" . But r<W-i»/*fometimes alio fignjfiet a 
(hfin«Y-en which -was ptased the image or relkks of a faint, becaufe gc- 
rurally a cnsci£v/«r;a.aeo^x:uied.'lihewife to attend fuch image of re- 

lwltA* . . . „ ^. . . 

- at Dagnam] L e. Dagtnham, in.Eflex.- 

% aa Saym Cormlys\ Samt Ceftnclys* according to the Lcgenda Aurea* 
fucjeeeded Fabyan in the papacy, and was beheaded in the reign of Decian, 
f*r. refuting tofacrifice in the Temple of .Mar* There was a fraternity 
io-hie honour atyWefrninfte** See their pardon, Brit. Top, 1. 77a. 

«*3 Saynt James in GaUs] Weener, in his Ftmorai MotUftmmts , p. 172* 
ohfetves, that " —the Faluns, vea thofe that dwell neare Rome, will 
". mpoke an4 fcoffe at our EaglUh (and other) pilgrims that go to Rome. 
*K to fee the Pope's holinejTe, and St. PeteaVchaire, and yet they them* 
, "t falves will runne so Joe tht rtliouts of Saint J amis of Compofulla in tkt> 
"lirng&M of GaJkiOf in Spaine, which is above twelve hundred Eng-. 
« liih nuks." See aifo Dr* G twits' s Traits* 

And 
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And at Saynt WyncfiydVs well * 4 in Walles ; " '. '' f- 
At our lady of Bofton"* s ; at Saynt Ed«nMndVBtiry* f ; ■ - : * 
An4 ft^ygbt to Saynt Patrike's purgatory * 7 ; - - j> 

*# Saynt Wyufrydts vetf] Saint Wene/rede's. well, near Holywell, 1a 
the county of Flint* is a fpring which rife* at the foot of a fteep hill out 
of a rocky and is formed into a beautiful polygonal well, covered with * 
ric£ arch fupported by pillars ; the roof exqutfitcly carved in ftone f ovwi 
the- fountain, the legend of St. Wenefrede on a pendent projection, yrith 
the arms of England at the bottom. Numbers of fine ribs iccure the 
arch, whofe interferons are coupled with fome fculpture. To thi* 
place the refprt of pilgrims was formerly very great , and, thoteffceon- 
fidecably diminished, there are ft ill to be feen in the fummer a few in the 
wa^er in deep devotion up to their china for hours, fending up their 
prayers, or performing a number of evolutions round the polygonal well; 
or threading the arch between well and well a pre&ribej number .of 
tjrnes.' The legend of St. Wenefrede is well known. Thefe who defire 
more information on this fubject ; may be referred to The Lcgenda Aw** 
Blfhop Fleetwood? s Workty or Mr* Pcnmvtt't Tour into WalfS) p. aS. 

** At our Lady of BojUn\ Or Botoiph's towxi >v in Lincolnihite, whert 
St. Botolph was buried* ... 

41 Pelicious Wytham leads to holy Botolpb's town/' 

. P*ly Olbiotif Song. xxv. 
. * 6 j4t Sayint EdxnuwTi Bury] ** -— is named of fcinge £dmundo# 
li whom the comon^Chronicles call St. Edmund, or Edmund the Martyr f 
" for Bury, is but to fay a court or palace. It .was -ficft a ooHodge of 
" pricftes, founded by Athelftane the kinge of Inglacd, to the honour 
" and memorye of Edmund that was flayne at fioxton (then called Eylef- 
" dund for Eglefdon], as Leland thinketh), whofe bones he removed 
*f thyther. The hole hy/torie, of this matter is io enterlaced, with miracles, 
"that Polydor himfelfe (who hekaved them better than I) began to 
" dalye with it j fayinge, that Monks vtere mttsbe delighted ipitktbtm** 
Lambarde's Dj3fa*arum 9 p. 35* 

2 T Saynt Patrike' s purgatory} This place, which was much frequented 
by pilgrims,, was fituatc on a lal$ e called Logh Derg,. in the Southern 
part of the county pf Donegal!, near the borders of Tyrone and Fer- 
managh. Jt was furrounded witj* wild and barren mountains, and was 
tlmoft inacceffibie by h or feme n even in fummer time, on account of great 
bogs, rocks, and precipices, which environed it. The popular tradition 
concerning it is as ridiculous as is to be found in any, Legend of the 
Rpmiih JV£artyrology. . After continuing in great credit many years r it 
began td decline ; and in the 13th of Henry the Seventh was demo* 
liJhed with great folernnity, on St. Patrick's-day^. by the Pope's exprofs 
order..'. It, however, afterwards came into reputatio,u -*gain t .inf|#au/ch 
jhat, by an order of the Privy' Council, dated i^th of -September, ii»a f 
it was a. fecond, time ^eftroyed. From. this period, as pilgrimages grew 
)efs in fa fh ion, it will appear extraordinary that, .the place fhould be a 
third time reftored to its original ftate, and as much .vjfitcd as in any/ 
firmer period.' In this condition it continued until the fecond year of 
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AtRidybonc*%»iidarjAcbkK)dofHi^J«^ : . ■ < 

Where piigrysit* payuts'fjght nsuche ataylfit t 

Queen Anne, when an act of the frtlh Parliament declared, that all weet-" 
ings and aflemblies there (hould be adjudged riots and unlawful afljrm- 
Uies', atnd 4nftded a penalty -upon every perfbri meeting or aflVmbling 
eontrary to the Statute. The ceremonies to be performed By the pil- 
grilht are very exactly ifet forth in flichardfoVs Great folly y S*ffijlitlo*' % 
4*d Idolatry, *f PtlgrbHages m Ireland, eJpKtaUy oftbatib.Sjt. Tatriclfi Purga-' 
my-thiblln, 8vo. 1727. - 
• Jt If mentioned' in BrafmuVa Traife of Folk, 1549, Sign. A : w W^reas 

* fcfegy* fett'e *H* heavie and glorhtnyng, as if ye had come' litety' 
a frdflpfroponius cave, or Saint Pattricke's fturgatorif." ' f 

• »* ^/Jy^nf] i. e. Redburnc, within three miles of St. Alban's. H At 
'* this place, fayi Norden j were fouride the relieves of Amphibafi, whd 
u is faide to-be the inftru&ouf and convert oar of AJfe&rc from Paganifme,' 
<* of whofe rettoues fueh was the regard that the abbottes of the mov. 
44 riaftene ot AlBan had, that they mould be dfcvoutly preferred, that 
**■ ft *leeree was ; ms.de by Thonias then abbott, that a pryor and three* 
" munckes fhoul-d be appointed to this holie function, whole 'allowance iA 
*thofe dmm amounted 'Vearely to it pound, or upwardes, as muci as 
•' three hundred pound in this age f " Defer ift'm itf ' HarthrB/hire,^.' zi» 

See a Wo Weevw'i" Funeral Mmuntints, p. 58 [5/. t>r. Middreton, in his 
Jifhef. ffum Rome, fays, Bifhop yfher has proved that this Saint never 
fxtfted, and thatVe owe the honour of his iaintfliip to a rt.jiVaJ&h paf- . 
f*gp mthe Legend of Sf. Albatti, where the AmbHUebi therV rneptionej 
k fttffhfeg more than m eleak. * 

*» hloed of fTayUil The abhey of Hailes, in Gloucfefterftire, was 
founded by Richard, king of the Romans, brother tb Henry tlje Third. 
This precious relick, which was commonly" called the Mood of Hallcs, was 
brought out of Germany bV Richard's fon Edmund, who heftowed 
a third part of it upon his father** abbey of 'Hailes 1 , and fome time after 
gave the ^other two* parts to an abbey of h^s dWn foundation at Aflirug, 
near Berkhamftead. It was given out, and Relieved to have this pro-' 
£erty, that, if a man was m mortal fin t and not abfolved, he could not fetf 
it j otherwife, h« might fee it very well r therefore every man that came 
to fee thitf miracle, this molt precious blood, confeifed himTelf firft to one 
of the prieOs- there; and then, offering fomwhing' at the altar, was di- 
re&ed to a chapel, whert the miracle was fhewed ; the prieft who con- 
tended hirrf, it* the mean time, retiring to the back part *of the faid 
chapel, and putting forth' a little -cabinet, or veflel of cryftal; which 
being thick on the *ne fide, that -nothing could be fecn through it ; but 
■on t*« other fide', thin 'and tranfparent, they ufed 'div^rfely, as their in- 
tereft required. On the' drflblutior. o*f the abb&y?*it was difcovered to be 
wothihg more than honey clarified and coloured with faffron, " an unc- 
towfe gumme coloured, which in the glafle apperyd td he a glitfcrynge 
red refemblyng partlie the color of blood, and owte of t*he glafle appa- 
iraunte glyftering yelow colour like' ambre or baflfe gold." Cfertificate of 
vi£to*s, printed' at end of Mearne*s BcnediAus Abbas IL 751. 
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At $aynnKn$s * B f and at Saynt Denis * ; 
At Saynt Mathew, and Sapm Mark in Vcnis ** j 
At mayiler Johan Shorne m Canterbury ** ; 
The^ract God of Katewade *\ at kyngc Henry '* 

*• &ry«r Davyj] u *• 5liflt David. Drayton, iti hh Pdfy Olbkn, 
tangxxiv. fays, • ' 

«* Whofe Cambro Britons fa their ftirits is duly brought, 
M T' advance the Chriftian faith, eife&uatly that wrought ; 
« Their D*t>/W (one dcriv'd of th' royal Britiih blood), 
** Who'**gainft Pela|ius' falfe and damn'd opinions Rood* 
** And turnM.Menenia*s name to David's facred fee, 
u the patron t>f the Wetth deferving well to be*'' 
See an account of him in an extraft from Bale, in Godvrin de Prafuttbvi 
Angtnse 9 p. 573. edit. 1743. He is fa*d to have been biJhop 65 years, 
ana to have lived 14$. He died, according to foxne accounts, in the 
year 546 \ according to others* in the year $42. His fhriiie , I am in- 
formed, remains in the wall of his cathedral in Pembrekelhire. 

31 Saynt Deris) St. Denis, the patron of France, is ibid to have been 
the difciple of St. Paul, and the firft who preached the gofpel to the 
French. The Legend concerning him affirms, that, after he was be- 
headed near Paris, he walked four miles with his head in his hands. 
His body was faid to be intombed very magnificently at the abbey of 
St. Denis, to which the pilgrims ufed to re&rt. 

** Saynt M*rk in Penis] At the Church of St. Marie, m Venice, they 
pretend to have the body of that Evangelift* which was brought thither 
by certain merchants from Alexandria ift Egypt in the year 8x0. Coryat 
fays, that the treafure of this church wjas of that ineftimable value, that 
it was thought no treafure whatsoever in any other place in Chriftendom 
might compare with it, neither that of St. Denis in France, nor St. 
.Peter's in Rome, nor that of Madonna de Loretto in Italy, nor that of 
Toledo in Spain, nor any other. See Coryat's Crudities, p. 1 14 1 and 
The Cohvnonwealtb and Government tf Venice^ by Contareno, tral&flated by 
Lewes Lewknor, Efq; 1599, p- 175. 

33 may/ler Joban Shorn* in Canterbury i] Who this John Shorne «M 
I can give no account. In the Preface to The Acctdtnct tf Arnmrie, 4to» 
1597, a ftory is told of one who had been called to wotmip m a city 
within Middlefex, and who being deftred by a herald to ihew his coat 
(i. e. of arms), " called unto his mayd, commanding her to fetch his 
*• coat, which, being brought, was of cloth garded with a burgunian gavd 
u of bare velvet, well bawdefied on the halfe placard, and fqualloted m 
** the fore quarters. Lo, quoth the man to thehtraught, here it is, if ye 
u will buy it, ye (hall hive time of payment, asfirft to nay halfe in 
" hand, and the reft by and by. And with much bofle he laid, he ware 
*' noj the fame lince he came laft from Sir John S Borne, &c." 

** Kateauadt] Catjvade-bridge is in Sampford hundred, in the county 
!>f Suffolk, where there may have been a famous chapel and rood. G» 
H Henry} Herry, edit. 1569. 
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At Saytit Savyour'* * 6 s at oar Lady of Southwde *? ; - \ 
At Crome * 8 f at Wylfdome * 9 f and at Mufwei *° ; » 

At Saynt Rycharde 4I , and at Saynt Roke 4 * j 

3* Saynt Savyomr % i] " In September, the fame yeare (fays Weever, 
"p. I it.) j viz. an. 30 Hen. VIII. by the Special motion of great 
" Cromwell, all the notable images, unto the which were made any 
f* efpeciall pilgrimages an4 offerings, as the images of our Lady of. Wal- 
"Jmgbam, Ipfwich, Worcefter, the Lady of Wll/don, the rood of grace of 
* our Lady of Boxley, and the image of the. rood of Saint Saviour mt 
" Bermvtdjey, with all the reft, were brought up to London, and burnt at 
** Chelfey, at the commandment of the foresaid Cromwell, all the jewels* 
" and other rich offerings, to thefe, an4 to the lhrines (which were all 
«* Hkcwife taken away, or beaten to pieces) of other faints throughout 
«' both England and wales were brqught into the king's trcafu,re. " 

37 at our Lady of Soutbwik] The church dedicated to Saint' Mary at 
Southwel, in Nottjnghamfhire. . - 

38 Crome) In the. County of Kent, near Greenwich. , 

39 Wylfds>MC~\ In Finibury hundred, Middlesex, the chapel dedicated 
to St. Mary. See above, Note 36. 

40 at Mujwet] ." MufvjtU-hUly called, alfo Pinfenall-hill : there was 
'* a chappie fbmetime bearing the. name of our ladie of Mufwell : where 
" now Alderman Roe hath erected a proper houfe, the place taketh 
44 name of the well and of the hill, Moufe well-hill ;- for there is on the 
" hill a fpring qf .fairc water, which is now within the corapas of the 
" houfe. There yas fometime an image of the ladie, of Mufwell, where- 
" unto was a continuall refort, in the way of pylgrimage, growing as Is 
"(though a« I take it fabulouilie) reported in regard of a great cure* 
4i which was performed by this water, upon a king of Scots, who being 
" ftrangely difeafed, was, by fome devine intelligence, adrifed to take 
" the water of a well in England, called Mufwell^ which after long 
." fcrutation and inquifition, this well was found and peformed the cure.** 

jS T orden's Speculum Brltarmiae, p. 36. edit. 1723. I a)n informed, that the 
xnofaic pavement and other ruins of this well and its chapel were to be 
iecn about 25 years ago. 

41 Saynt Kychardt\ This was probably Richard Fitzmge, bifhop of 
^London, and treafurer of England, in the time of Henry tie Second. 
His ftirine was, a6 Wcever obferves, p. 7 14. in St. PauFs Church ; and 
as he contributed largely to the building of the church, he conjectures it 
to have been ere&sd there on that account. Drayton, however, in hp 
foly Qlblotiy Song xxiv. fpeaks of others of that name, as . 
" Richard, the dear fon to Lothar king of Kent, ' 
€t When he his happy days religioully had fpent ; 
41 And feeling the approach of his declining age,: 
" Ddirous to fee Rome in holy pilgrimage ; 

" Into 
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And at our Lady that ftandeth in the oke. ' ' 

To thefe, with other many one, 

Devoutly have I prayed and gone, 

Prayeing to them, to pray for me 

Unto the bleflfed Trynytye, 

By whofe prayers and my dayly payne, 

I trufte the foner to obtain 4 * 

For my falvacyon, grace and mercy* 

For be ye Cure I thynke afl\j*edly ft, 

Who feketh faynts for Chryfte's lake, 

And namely fuche a9 payne do tajce 

Cn fote, to punyih their 4S frail body, 

Shall therby meryte more hyely 

Then by any thyng 4<?ne by man. 

JPardouer 46 . 

And when ye have gone as far as ye 47 can, t 
For all your labour and goftely entente, 
Ye ** will come home as wyfe as ye wente* 

Palmer. , 

Why, fyr, dyfpyfe ye pylgrymage? 


*f 


" Into thy country come, at Luce* left his life, 

'" Whofe miracles there donp, Jet to this day are rife. 

Again, 

* " So countries more remote with ours we did acquaint, 
" As Richard for the'rame his holioefs had won, 
*' And for the wondrous things that through his prayers were dona.} 
" From this his native home into Calabria call'd, j. 

u And of St. Andrew's tfiere the bimop was inftall'd j 
* For whom flic hath profefs'&much reverence to this land." 

Agaity 

i- « So other fouthem fees, here either lefs or more, 
41 Hare kkewife had their faints— • — '• 
« _ we have of Chichefter 

" Saint Richard, and with him St. Gilbert, which do Hand 
" Inroll'd amongft the reft of this our mitred band." 

43 obtain] obtaye, i ft edit. 44 ajured/j] furely, I ft edit. 

*5 their] thy, xft edit. 

46 Pardoner] " Pardoners were certain fellows that carried about tlie 
4i Pope's Indulgences, and fold them to fuch as would buy them; 
" agaiiaft whom Luther, by Sleydan's report, incenfed the people of 
11 Germany in his time, exhorting them ne mercei torn viles tami emereM.** 
Cowrl. 

47 yc\ you, edit. $5*9. 4» Tt iplU cwu h*m*\ Yet welcome, ift edit. 
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xwtadHtr* 

Nay, fore 4 * God, fyr, then dyd 1 rtjjfe J 
I thynkc yc ryght well occupyed. 
To feke thefe faynts on e*try lyde. 
Alfo, your paynes > d I nat dyfpraifc It ; 
But yet I difcomende y*uf wit : 
And or " we go even Co (hill ye, 
If you in this wyl anfwere me. 
I pray you (View what the caufe h* 
Ye wente all thefe pylg r y«WM * 

Paltrier* 

Forfoth, this lyfe I did begyn, 
To rydde the bondage of rhy fyn: 
For whiche thefe (ayntes reberfed or tbisf 
1 have both fought and fenc, I wys ; 
Befechynge them tp bear recorde 
Of all my payne, u,nto the Lord, 
That gyveth all remyffion* 
Upon eche man's contricvoti l 
And by thyr good medjacfan, 
Upon myne 5 * humble fubmyflion, 
J truft to have in very dede, 
For my foule helth the better fpetfe. 

, fiardoner, 

Nowe is your owne confeflyon lyHely 
Tp.jnake yourfelfe M a fool quickly. 
For I perceyve ye woide obtayn 
No other ** thyoge for all your payne^ 
But onely grace your foule to fave : 
Now marke in this what wyt ye have. 
Toieke fo farre, add helpe fo nye i " • 

Even here at home isremedy • 
For ar your ddre myftlfe doth dwell, 
\Vho coulde have laved your foulfe afwel|* 
As all your wyde wandrynge (hall do, 
•Though ye wence thrjes to Jericho* 

. * 9 f ore ] ? ot > r ft edit** • &■ paynes] payne, iftdBfc 

* I# or] ere, edit. 1569. **'«ry*w] wy, ecm. 1569. 

i* yr"j-if.-\ you, edit. 1569. ,'^m tt&*rj. nether* zftedil/ 
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Npwc fyns ye myght have fpedde at home, 
What have ye wqnne by running *$ to Rome I 

,• Palmer. 

If this be true that you have moved, 
Then is my wyt in d$de reproved. 
But let us here fyrfte what ye are i 

Purtkntr*' 
Truly I am a Pardoner* 

Palmer. 

Truly a Pardoner ! that niay be tr«$ y 
But a true Pardoner doth nat enfew. 
Ryght fekle is it fene, or never, 
That trueth and Pardoners flwrell together, 
For be your parctoaa never (b greats 
Yet them to enlarge y$ wyl n*t let^ 
With fuche lyes, that oft tymes, Ciyfle wot, . 
Ye feme toAavethatye have nat. 
Wherfore. I went myielfe to it he felfe thyogc 
In every place, and withoutiaynyng x 
Had as muche pardon there afturodly„ , 
As ye can promyfe me her&doutefttlly. 

Howe be it, I thy nke ye, do but fcotte* 6 * 

But yf ye hadde all the pardon ye ipeak 57 o£ • 

And ho whyt of pardon graunted 

In any place, where I have haunted ; 

Yet of my labour! noihynge repent; 

pod bathe refpe£t how eche tyme is fpent. 

And as in his knowlege all is regarded ; • s 

So by his goodnes all is rewarded, 

Pardoner* 
By the 58 . fjrrftc parte of this lafte tale, . ,\ 

It feemeth ye came of late s * from the ale, 

tor reafonoa your fyde f© farre doth fayie, 

That ye feve reafoning *°, and begy n to rayle. ]. 

Wherin yotr^ x jfbrget yourowne part clerely 

For you 6 * be as umrue a* tC 

55 runftinrX jonnying, ill edit. s6 f co ff e ] fcofte, i A edit. 

S7 fpe*ky*m f I ft edit. * 8 the] this, edit. 1569. 

** yt tame jf /*#) you come late, lit edit. 6 ° reafoning] fonyng, lift 
•dit. ** you\ ye, tft edit. 6a yoi] ye, ift edit. . ' 
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And in one poynte ye are beyonde me ? 
For you * 3 may lie by au&horyte, 
J^jad all that have * 4 wandr ed fo fane, 
That no man can be theyr controller. 
And where you 6s cflcme your labour fb muche ; } 

I fay yet agayne my pardons art 66 fuche, 
That yf there were a thoufande foules on a hepe, , 
•' I wold brynge them all to heven, as good chepe? 
As ye have brought yourfelfe on pylgrymage, 
In the laft- 68 quarter of your voyage, ! 
Which is 69 far a this Ode heaven, by God : 
There your labour and pardon is od. 
With fmale coil without any payhe, 
Tbefe pardons briug^ 70 them to bcveo playne* K . . _ 
Geve me but a peny or two pens, *•»••" \ 

And aflbne as the foul* departeth hens, * , 
In halfe an houre, or thre quarters lit the mode, - ty'* • ' £ 
The foule is in heven ; with the Httly Ghoft. ' r : " 

Poticdry. < 

Send ye any fouls to heaven by water I 

Pardoner* 

If we doo 7I . fir, what is the mater I 

fotifary. 

By God, I have a drye foule fliulde thyther i 
I praye you let our foules go to heven togy ther, 


V 
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1 iwj ye, i ft edit. *♦ have] hath, |ft edit. **you$ ye, 't ft edit. 
> are] be, iftedit. ' - * 

•7 / wold brynge them all to htven^ as good ebepe] ChiOpp as Dr. Johhfon 
•bfenres, is market, and good cheap therefore is bon marche. The expreflion 
is rery frequent in ancient writers, as in Churchyard's Worth^ntj^ gf 
Wales. Evans's Edition 1776, p. 3. 

" Vi&uals giod cheap in moft part of Wales.-' ' 

Eupbuesy 1581, p. 8. " Seeing thou wilt not buie owmfcyle at thq 
" firft hande good cbeape, thou (halt buy repentance at fe$on4 -hand) it 
" fuch an unrealbnable rate that thou wilt corfe thy har<^ peny worthy 
91 and ban thy hard heart." 

Dekkar's Be/man's Night-walks, H 4.' ** He frayes other men's cun- 
u Ring good cheap in London, and fels itdeare in thecountrey." tM 

See ether iuftances in Mr. Stecvens's Note oh Tirjl Part of Ki*f 
Henry IV. A. 3. S. 3. " ' 

«* loft] lefte, ift edit. leak edit. X569. «» iVT ai. ift edit. 

3° bring} bryngcth, ift edit doo] dyd, ift edit. 
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$r> byfy you twayn be in foules hekfr*; . 

May nat a Potycary come in by foltb I 

Yes, that I wyl 7 % by Say nt Antony* 

And by the leve of tbys company, 

Prove ye falfe knaves bothe, ere 7 * we goo, 

Jn parte of your faytngs, as thys, lo, 

Thou, by thy.travayie, thy.nkcft heven to gete; 

£f* the Pahmr* 
And thou by pardons and relicjuea countcft no let 74 , 

[Ti thi Pardomcr. 
To fende thy re owne foule to heven fure ; 
And all other whome thou lyfte to procure. 
If I toke an accion, then were tbey blanke ; 
'For lyke t heeve s the knaves 75 rob away my thinke. 
All foulejffl^^en^tavyoge releefe, 
Shall j|^^^Hp^rorcraftes?* nay, thanke myn chefe» 
No f^^^^^^Rwe, entrcth heven gate, 
Tyll lBi^P^yc he be feparate : 
And wnorne have ye (tnowen dye honeftly 76 t 
Without helpe of the Potycary r . 
Nay, all that commeth to our bandlynge, 
Except ye happe to come to hangynge ; 
That way, perchaunc?, ye (hall nat myfter, 
To go to heven without a glyfter. 
-But be ye fure I wolde be wo 77 , 
If 78 ye (hiilde chaunce to begyle me fo. 
As good to lye with me a nygbt. 
As hang abrode in the moue light. 
There is no choyfe to fle my hand; 
Cut, as I fayd, into .the .bande. 

7* Iwyi] we will, edit. 1569. , * J ere] c*r, xftedir* 

7* let"] i. e. hindrance. 7 * wb] they rob, edit. 1 569. 

? 6 bonejily] hoftely, I ft edit. 

7? / woUe be wo] To be wde 9 is often ufed by old writer* to ngnify. tt 
9* firry. So Shakfpeare's Temp'Jl, A. 5. S. I. 

" / am wm for't, Sir.** 
Chaucer's Court of Love: 

" ■ I wolde be w$ 9 

u That I prefume to her is writin fo/ r 
See Mr. Stcevens's Note on Shakfpeare, vol I. p. iof«. 
1* If] Th3t, edit. 1569. 
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Syns of oar foules the multitude * 
1 fende to heaven, when all 4* vfevrdj 
Who (hulde but I then allrlogytherV ' ; 

Have thanke of all their comymgc rhyther ? • • • 

t Pardatier* 

If ye kyl'd a thoufande in an houre fpace, 
When come they to hfc vcta'dyenge out of grace ** ? 
.-■." « T . *■ - - Poticary. 

If a thouftnde pardons atoM you? n6t<ks were tejrd 
When ebww ihey to heven, yf they never dyed ? 

Palme n > > 

Long lyfe after good worked in dede # 
Doth hinder mantie's receyt of W6d*4 • 
And deth bcfbrip&ue dewyxiotie, v 
Mav make us thynke vvc dye too fone. . 
Yet better tary a thing then * Q have it j 
Then go to fone, and vayniy crave it. 

P ardour* 

The longer ye dwell in commutMcbckm* 
The lefle (hall ye lyke thys yma&ynacyon* 
For ye 8l may percey\# even at the ryrft chop, 
Your tale is trapt in iuch a" flop. 
That, at the leile, ye lemeuorfe than we* 

PdtUary* 

By the matte, I holde us nought all thr& 

Ptdltr. 

By our lady, then have 1 gone wronge j 
Aad yet to be here I thought k longe* 

Pttkaty. 

Brother, he have gone wrong no'wyr,- 
1 prayie your fortune and your wyt, 
That can dyre&e you fo'difctetely, . 
To plante yo u in- this co mpany. 
Thou a Palmer, and thou a Pardoner, 
TaVottcary. 

Patter* 

And I a Pedler. 


» 


to Jycngc tut ofarfite) !W>m ft ate of grace, xft edit. 
Mr. ffolflcy reads, «*/. 
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Poticmy. ' " • : 

Nowe, on my fayth, ful well watched i .... 

Where the devyll were we foure hatched ? 

> A^«r. ,. • ; 

That maketh no mater, fiuce we be matched, 
I coulde be mery y f that I bad catchyd 
Some money for parte of the ware in my packet 

Foticary* 

What the devyll haft thou there at thy back .* 

Pfdifr. 

What doft thou nat knowe, that every Pedlar 
In all kindeof trifles •Amuft be araedteri . 

Specyally in women's tryfiiages ; 

Thole ufe wcth ecfly 8 * shove ail thyogea* » . ' 

Whiche tfatf|^to£^r\jB be difpofed*.. .. 
Behold^^^^^H^rcie is difclofed ; 
This {^^^^Hrritieli m fuche bewtey. .... 
That e^Ml^^hynketh *♦ it faith come bye tn* 
Loke were yourfelf can lyke to be choofer, > 
Yourfelfe (hall make pryce, though I be a loo&r. . i 

Is here ** nothyoge for my fatoervPalraer ? 
Have ye nat a wanton in a* corner r* - 
For all your walkyng to holy places. 
By Cryfte, t have horde of as lira unge cafes* 
Who lyveth in love, and love wolde wy&oe* v 

Even ^t tips pack$ he niuft begynne. 
Wherin ** is ryght many a proper token, 
Of which by name parte thai be fpoken : 
Gloves, pynnes, combes, glafies uofpotryd. 
Pomanders, hookes, and laifes, knotted 8? j 
Broches, rynges, and all manner of bedes : 
Laces M roux.de and flat for women'* bedes j • 

is Nedyls, threde, thymbell, (hers, and all fuche fascist, 
Where lovers be, no fuche thynges lacks J 

•* 

. «» all kind *f trtftti] •veryteyfoU, I* edit. 83 ekufy] diefc, •# 

#4it. 8 * tbvmkctb] thinks, edit, 1569. 8 * <fcr«] there, edit. 1 549, 

•• Wbenn] Where, 1 ft edit. ** knotted] unknotted, edi*. 1569* 

*• Laces] Lace^ ift edit. ; . 

ft* .Mtfp; ikruif tbimkitiyaqi fmb mhtr knath] Editioft J 5$9* 
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Sypen *°, fwathbonds •*, rybandei, andfleve laces* 
Gyrdyis, knives, purfes,* and pyncaces. • 

Poticary. 
tkf Women bye their pyncaces of you ? 

Ye, that they do, I make God a vow* 

Poticary. 

So mot I thryve then for my parte, 
I beflirewe thy knave's nakyd hertey » 
For makynge my wifys pyncace fo wyde, 
The pynnes fatt out, they cannat abyde : 
Yet pynnes (he mull have, one or other i 
Yf fhe lefe one, (he wyll fynde another. 
Wherin I fynde caufe to coraplayne; 
, New pynnes to her pleasure, but to my < 

Pardontr. 

Syr, ye (erne wel (ene in women's cadet* 
I praye you teH me, what caufeth this : 
That women after theyr aryfynge •*, • ^ 
Be fo longe in theyr appareleng ? 

Pettier. 

Forfbth, women have many lettes,' 
And they be mafked in many nettet ? s , 
As frontlettes •*, fyllettes, partlettes **, and bracelettes t 
And then theyr bonettes and theyr poynettea 95 . 

9° Sypers] i. c. Cyprus; thin ftuff of which womeVs veil/weft 4hftn*& 
So, in Shakipeare's Winter* s Tale, A. 4. & j« ' • 
u Lawn as white as drircn fnow,' 
" Cyprus black as any crow." 
Again, in- Twelfth Nigk : 

<4 ■ a eyprus, not a boibm 

** Hides my poor heart." 9. 
•' Jivatbbondes] i. e. rollers in which? infants were fiuatb'd. So, in 
Timm cf jftbenu 7 

" Had thou, like us from thy firft /wo/A, See." S. 
** aryfynge] uprifing, edit. 1569. 

9* frontlettes'] Frontal, Fr. A frintltt, or fercbtad-band. CoTOUVI. 
Afrmtlet is mentioned as part of a woman's drefs, in Lyly's Midas, 
1592 : u Hoods, frontlets, wires, cauls, curling irons, periwigs, bodkins, 
" fillets, hair laces, ribbons, rolls, knotftrings, glaJTcs, Ice." 
See alio Mr. Steevens's Note on King Lear, A. I. S. 4. 
** partlettes] Ruffs or bands for women. Sce'Glofiary to Douglas's 
Translation of Virgil. 
•s pynettes] Little bodkips or puacheoM. Otgrave, voce pu npatet. 
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&y thefe lettes and hettes, the letre is fuche ; 
That fpede is frnall, whan hafte is muche. 

Poticary. » . 

Another caufe why they come nat forwarde, 
Whiche maketh them dayly to drawe backwardej 
And yet $6 is a thynge they -cannat forbefe ; 
The trymmynge andpynnynge up of theyr gere; 
Specyally theyr rydling with the tayle pyn j 
And when they wojde have it prickt 97 in, 
If it chaunce to double in the clothe, 
9 * Then be they " wode, and fwere IO ° an othe. 
Tyl it ffcande reght they wyll nat forfake it, 
Thus though it may nor, yet wyll I01 they make if. 
But be ye fure they do bat defarre it ; 
For when they wolde make ir, oftentimes they marre it. 
But prycke tferrt and pynne them a$ nyche as ye wyll, 
And ye t w^jj they foke ibr pynnynge ltyll. 
So that I avfiie holde with you a joynt, 
Ye mail never/have them at a ful I02 point. 

Pettier. 

Let women's maters pafle, and marke my tie: 
What ever theyr poyhtcs be, thefe poyntes be fyne. 
Wherfore yf ye be wyllynge to bye, 
Lay downe money, come off I03 quyckely. 

Palmer. 

Nay, by my trouth, we be lyke fryers ; 
We are but beggars, we be no byers. 

$ 6 yet] it, edit. 1569. 91 prkkt'] prycke, ift edit. 

9 8 Then be tbly wode] Wode lignifies mad, furious, or violent. So, la 
Afcham's Toxopbi/us, Bennet's Edition, 4to. p. 86. " How will you 
" thincke that fuche furioufnefTe, with luoodt countenance, and brenninge 
" eyes, with ftaringe and bragging^, with hart redye to leape out of the 
" bellye for fweliinge, can be expreiTed the tenthe part to the uttermoft.'* 
Churchyard's Wortbinefs of Wale%, p. 103. Evans's Edition 1776. 
" It flowes with winde, although no rayne there bee, 
" And fwclies like fea, with waves and foraing flood : 
** A wonder fure, to iee this river Dee, 
" With winde alone, to waxe fo wyld and iuood f 
" Make fuch a fturre, as water would be mad, 
u And fcewe fuch life, as though fome fpreete it had." 
9* tbey] they be, edit. 1569. l0 ° fwere] fwereth, iftedit, 

101 wyll] wil, edit. 1569. *>*/«/] fall, iftedit. • 

I0 3 tome off] i, e. pay down* See Note 65 to The Wtts } voLVIII. p. 512. 
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Pardoner* s 
Syr, ye may (howe your ware for your mynde, 
But I thynke ye (hall no profyte fynde. 

Pedler.' 
Well, though this journey acquyte no coffce, 
Yet thynke I nat ray labour lofte ; 
For by the fayth of my body, 
I lyke ful well thys company. 
Up (hall this packe, for it is playne 
I came not hyther al for gayne. 
Who may nat play one day in a weke, 
May .thynke hys thryfte is farre to feyke. 
Devyfe what paftyme that ye thynke belle, 
And make ye fure to fynde me preft I04 » 

Poticaty. 
Why ? be ye fo unyvcrfall, mm 

That ye can do what fo ever ye mall ? % 

Pedler. 
Syr, yf ye lyfte for to appofe me ; 
What I can do, then (hall you fe. 

Poticary* 
Then tell me thys, are you perfyt in drynkynge ? 

Pedler. 
Perfyt in drynkynge, as may be wyiht by thynkynge. 

Poticary. 
. Then after your drynking, how fall ye to wynking ? 

Pedler. 
Syr, after drynkynge, whyle the (hot I0S is tynkynge y 
Some hedes be fwymmyng x °% but myne will be fynkyng, 


And 


*°4 preft] i. e. ready ; fret, Fr. So, in Cafar and Pompey, 1607 1 

" What mull be, muft be; Cxfar's preft for all." 
See a Note on The Merchant of Venice, A. 1. S» 1. S. 
Again, Churchyard's Challenge, 1593, p. 80. 

" Then (hall my mouth, my mufe, my pen and all, 

w Be preft to fcrve at each good fubjecVs calL" 
Cynthia's Revels, A. 5. S. 4. 

" I am preft for the encounter," x 
l0 * Jboi\ i. e. the reckoning. See Mr. StecvenVs NoW to The Firji 
fart of King Henry IV. A. 5. S. 3. • , 

Again, in Churchard's fforthymji of Walci t 

" fiehold 
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And upon drynkynge, my eyfe wil be pynkynge : 
For wynkynge to drynkynge^s alway lynkynge* 

Poticary. 

Then drynke and flepe you can well do j 
But yf ye were defyred therto, * 

I pray you tell me, can you fynge ? 4^ * ' / 

Pedkr. ( 

Syr, I have fome fyght in fyngynge* 

Poticary., 

107 But is your breft any thynge fwete ? 

Pedler. 
What ever rhy brefte be, my voyce is mete. 

" Behold befides, a further thing to note, 
" The beft cheap cheare they have that maybe found ; 
*' Thejfajt is great when each mans pais his groate, 
" If all alike the reckoning runneth round." 
*°6 faymmyng\ The fecond edition reads, faynking. See Note z6 to 
tjammer Gurton's Needle, v6l. II. p. 22. 

10 f But is your breaft any thynge facte] In Sir John Hawkins's Hiftory 
vf Mujick, vol.111, p. 466. a pafTage, in Tuffhr's Five Hundred Points of 
Hujbandry, 1 5S0, is cited ; in'which this line occurs : 

" The better breft, the leffer reft i" 
Upon which he makes this obfervation : t( In finging the found is ori- 
u ginally produced by the action of the lungs ; which are fo eflential ail 
*' organ in this refpecl, that to have a good brtaft was formerly a com^ 
" mon periphrasis to denote a good finger. The Italians- make ufe of the 
" terms Voce de Petto, and Voce di Tefta, to fignify two kinds of voice, 
" of which the firft is the beft. In Shakefpeare's Comedy of Twelfth 
" jfigbt, after the Clown is aflced to fing, Sir Andrew Aguecheek fays, 

" By my troth, the fool has an excellent breaft." 
« And in the ftatutes of Stoke College, in SuflM£, founded by Parkery 
M Archbilh»p of Canterbury, is aprovifion in thefe words : Of which faid 
" querifters, after their breafls are changed (i» e. their voices broke), we 
i( will the moft apt of wit and capacity be helpen with exhibitions o£ 
u forty (hillings, &c." 

See alfo the Notes ef Mr. Warton and Mr. Steevens to 'twelfth Night, 
A. 2. S. 3. 

Again, in MiddletonVAfor* Dijfertbkrs befida Women, A. 1. S. 1. Dondolo, 
after a fong by his Page, fays, " Oh rich, ravifhing, rare, and inticing. 
" Well, go thy ways, for.as/ww/ a brefted page as ever lay at his 
•' matter's feet in a truckle-bed." 
Women beware of Women y A. 3. S. 2. 
Duke, " Yea the voice too, fir }'* -• 
Tub. " I and a facet breft too, my lord* I hope, 
« Or I have caft away my money wifely." 

£ 2 Poticarj* 


t* tfHEFOUR P'i. 

Poiicary. 
That anfwere flieweth you a ryght fyngynge man. 
Now what is your wyll, good father, than ? 

Palmer, 

What helpeth wyll, where is no fkyll ? 

Pardoner. 

And what helpeth fkyll, where is no wil ,of ? 

Poticary. 

For wyll or lkyll what helpeth it, 
Where frowarde knaves be lackynge wit I0 * ? 
Leve of thys curiofitie ; 

And who that lyfte, fynge after me. [Here they fynge. 

Pealer. 

Thys lyiceth me wel, fo mot I the. 

Pardoner. 

So helpe me God, it lyketh nat me. 
Where company is met and well agreed, 
Good paftyme dooth ryght well in dede. 
But who can fyt in dalyaunce, 
Men fyt in fuche a variaunce ? 
As we were fet, or "° ye came in, 
Whiche ftryfe thys man dyd fyrft begynne ; 
Alledgynge that fuche men as ufe 
For love of God, and not "* refufe 
On fot to goo from place to place 
A pylgrimage, cally nge for grace, 
Shall in that payne with penitence, 
Obtayne difcharge of confeyence : 
Comparynge that lyfe for the befte 
Bnduccion to your cndles reft. 
Upon thefe workes our mater grewe : 
For yf he coulde avow them true, 
As good to be a gardener, 
As Tor to be a Pardoner. 
But when I hafde hym fo farre wyde, 
I then aproched and replyed : -|i 

- » 08 wil] wyt, i ft edit. * **9 wit] wyll, ift edit. 

110 or] ere. See Note 48 to Cammr Gur ton's NudU, vol. II. p. 3?. 

111 and not] not and, xftedit. 

Sayenge 
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,Sayenge this, that this 11 * indulgence, 
Havyng the forefaid penitence, 
Dyfchargcth man of all offence, 
With muche more profyt then this pretence. 
I afke but two pens at the mode : 
I wys this is oat very great cofte, 
And from ll * all payne without dyfpayre, 
My foule for his kepe II3 * even his cnayrc 
And when he s dyeth, he may be fure 
To come to heven even at pleafure. 
And more then heven he can II4 nat get^ 
How farre fo ever he lyfte to jet. 
Then is hys payne more then hys wit, 
To walke * 15 to heven, fyns he may fyt. 
Syr, as we were in this contencion, 
In came thys daw with hys Jnvencyon ; 
Revelynge us, hymfelfe avauntynge, 
That all the foules to heven aflt ndynge, 
Are moil bounde to the Poticary, 
Bycaufe he helpeth moite men to dye 
JBe/ore whiche deth he fayeth in dede, 
J^o foule in heven can have hys mede. , 

Pedler. 
Why, do Poticarjes kyll men f 

Poticary. 
v By God, men fay fo now and then f 

Pedler. 
Axl6l I thought ye wplde nat have myft 
To make them lyve as longe as ye lyfle. 

Poticary. 
As longe as we lyfle ? nay, as longe as they can, 

Pedler. 
So myght we lyve without you than. 

Potieary* 
Ye, but yet it is * 16 neceffcry 
For to have a Poticary : 

? * r * tils'] his, edit. 1569 ,l3 /rW| for, edit. 1569. 

113 *Jsis kepe] for to keep even in his chair, edit. 1569. 
^ x * can] may, edit. 1569. "S wftlkf] wakt, iftedit. 

-^16 y it lt ;,J icifi y^ry, edit. 1569. 

E 3 For 
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For when ye felc your confcyens redy, ■; ; 

I can fende you to heven very " 7 quyckly, , v 

Wherfore concernynge our mater here, 
Above thefe tvvayne I am beft, clere ; 
And yf ye lyfte to take me fo, 
I am content ; you and no mo 
Shal be our judge, as in thys cafe, 
Whiche of us thre {hall take the bed place. 

Pettier, i 

I neyther wyll judge the befte nor worfle ; 
For be ye blefte or be ye curfte, 
Ye know it is no whyt my fleyght, 
To be a judge in maters of weyghr. 
It behoveth no Pedlers nor pro&ours, 
To take on them judgemente as do&ours ; • 
But yf your myndes be onely fet 
To worke for foule helthe, ye be well met ; 
For eche of you fomwhat doth Ihowe 
That foules towarde heven by you doe growe. 
Then yf ye can fo wel agree, 
To contynue togyther all thre ; 
And all you thre obay one wyll, 
Then all your myndes ye may fulfyll. 
As yf ye came all to one man, 
Who fhulde goo pylgrymage II8 more then he can $ 
In that ye Palmer, as debite, 
May clerely dyfcharde bym, parde. 
And for all other fyns, ones had contryflyon, 
Your pardons geveth hym full remyflyon. 
And then ye mayfler Poticary, 
May fende hym to heven by and by. 

Poticary. 

Yf he tafte this boxe nye aboute the pryrae ; 
By the mafle, he is in heven or even-fonge tyme. 
My craft is fuche, that I can ryght well 
Sende my fryndes to heven, and myfelfe to hell. 
But, fyrs, marke this man, for he is wyfe ; 
* 19 Who coulde devyfe fuche a devyfe r* 

**7 very"] added in, edit. 1569. J1 * Jhuldc goo pylgrymage] Ihould go 
on pilgrimage, edit. i,5$9« " 9 W*\ Howe, ift edit. 

For 
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For yf we thre may be as one, 

Then be we iao lordes everych one ; 

Betwene us all coulde nat be myfle, 

To fave the foules of whoroe we lyfte. 

But for good order, at a worde, 

Twayne of us mufl wayte on the thyrde. 

And unto that I do agree, 

■** For bothe you twayne fhall wayt on me, " 

Bar doner* 
What chaunce is this, that fuche an elf 

Commaund two knaves befide himfelf ? 

Nay, nay, my frende, that wyll nat be ; 

I am to good to wayt on the. 

Palmer. 

By our lady, and I wolde be loth 

To wayt on the better of you both. 

Pedier. 
Yet be ye fewer, for all thys dout, 
This waytynge mufl be brought about- 
Men cannat profper wyl fully ledde ; 
All things decay 1ZZ where is no hedde. 
Wherfore doubtlefle, marke what I fay, 
To one of you thre, twayne muftobey* 
And fynnes ye cannat agree in voyce, 
Who (hall be hed, there is no choyce, 
But to devyfe fome maner of thynge, 
Wherin ye all be 1) ke connynge : 
And in the fame who can do belle, 
The other twayne to make them prefte f 
In every thynge of hys entente, 
*** Holy to be at commaundement. 

iaO be we"} were we as, edit. 1569. 
121 For bothy &c] Firft edition reads, 

For bothe you twayne ihall wayt on me, 

"What chaunce is this, that fuche an elfe 

Commaunded two knaves be befyde hymfelfe* 
** a things decay"] thynge decayed* j ft edit. 
*** Holy} Holly, ift edit. 

E 4 And 
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And now have I founde one raaftry **% 
That ye can do indytferently ; 
And is nothcr fellynge nor byenge, 
But cvyn onely very lycnge 
And all ye tare can lye as well, 
As can the falfefl devyJl in hell. 
And though afore ye harde me grudge, 
In greater maters to be your judge ; 
Yet in lyenge I can bofte fome ikyll, 
Andyf I (hall be judge, I wyll. * ' 
And be you Cure without flatery, 
Where my coniiciens fyodeth the maftryc, 
Ther (hall my judgement ftrayt be founde, 
Though I myght wynne a thoufande pounde. 

Palmer* 
Syr, for lyeng though I can do it ; 
Yet am I loth for to goo to it. 

Pedkr. 
Ye have no ,zs caufe to fear, be bolde l7 i\ 
For ye may here " 7 lie uncomrolde. 
And ye in this have good avauntage, 
For lyeng is your comen ufage. 
And you in 'lyenge be well fpsdde, 
For all your craft doth ftande in falihecU 
Ye nede nat care who (hail begyn ; 
For eche of you may hope< to wyo. 
Now fpeke all thre evyn as ye fynde : 
Be ye agreed to folowe my rnynde? 

• Maimer* 
Ye, by my trouth, I am contente. 

Pardoner* 
Now, in good fayth, and I aflente. 

» Pottcary r 
If I denyed, I were a nody : 
For all is myne, by Goddes body, [Here the Poticaty bojfctk, 

*** tut maftry] i. c. one magifterium ; a chymical term expreffive of 
the higheft powers of tranfinotation, and fometimes ufed for any maflcrty 
performance. S. -■' 

: x .*5 no] not, iftedit. **f be bolde] behold e, edit. 1569, 

f*7 may here] may here, l& edit, may lie, edit. 1569. 
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Palmer, 
Here were a hopper to hop for the rynge ! 
JBut, fyr *? 8 , this gcre gpth nat by hoppynge. 

Prticaiy. 
Syr, in tliis hoppynge I wyll hop fo well, 
That my tonge (hall bop better * a « then my hefe : 
Upon whiche hoppynge, I hope and nat dotjte its 
To hop m° fo, that ye fliall hop «» without it. 

Palmer. 
Syr, I wyll neyther bpfte ne brawll f 
But take fuche' fortune a9 may fall ; 
And yf ye Wynne th^s mayflery, 
1 wyll obaye you quietly ; 
And fure 1 thynke that quierneflfe 
In any man is great richefle. 
In any manner of company, 
To rule or be ruled I3Z indifferently. 

Pardoner. 
By that boft thou femeft a begger indede, 
What can thy quietnefle helpe us at nede ? 
Yf we (hulde ftarve, thou halt nat, I thynke, 
One peny to bye us one potte of drynke. 
Nay yf richefle myghte rule the rofte, 
Beholde what caufe I have to bolle : 
Lo, here be I33 pardons halfe a dofyn f 
Tor goltely ryches they have no cofyn. 
And moreover to me they brynge 
Sufficient fuccour for my lyvynge. 
And here be I34 relykea of uiche a kynde, 
As in this worlde no man can I3S rynde. 
Knele down all thre, and when ye leve kyflynge. 
Who lyfl to offer, fliall have my blyflynge. 

*? 8 fyr,'] firs, edit. 1569. 
"9 better'] as well as, ift edit, 

130 bof\ hope, 1 ft edit. 

131 hop] hope, 1 ft edit. 

I3a be ruled] to be rulde,' edit. 1569^ 
133 here be] here are, edit.1560,. 
J34 be] are, edit. 1569. 
f 3 5 can] may, edit. 1,569* 

Fre»des t 
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Frendes, here (hall ye fe evyn anone, 
Of All -hallo wes, tfie bleffydjaw-bonfe ,3 % 
Kifle it hardely with good ctevocion. 

Paticary. 

Thys kyfTe fhall.brynge usmuche promocyon. 
Fogh, by iaynt Savypur I never kyft a wars ; 
Ye were as good kyfTe All-hallowe's are j 
For by All-hallowes, yet me thynketh, 
That All-hallowe's breth itynketh. 

Palmer. 

Ye judge All- hallo wes breth unknowen; 
Yf any breth flynke, it is your owne. 

Poticary. 

I knowe myne owne breth from All-haUowes f 
Or els it. were tyme to kifle the galows. 

Pardoner. 

Nay fyrs, beholde, here. may ye fe 
The great toe of the Trinitye, 
Who to thys toe any money voweth, 
And ones may role it in his moueth, 
AU hys lyfe after, I undertake, 
237 He fhall never be vext with the tooth akc. 

Poticary, 
I praye you torne that relyke aboute : 
138 Eirhep the Trinite had the goute, 
Or elles, bycaufe it is three toes in one, 
God made it afmuche X39 as thre toes alone. 

Pardoner. 
Well, lette that pafle, and loke upon thys ; 
Here is a relyke that doth nat mys, 
To helpe the leite as well as the mode : 
This is a buttocke-bone of Pentecofte. 


136 AU'hallorves, the bleflyd jaw-hone'] All-hallowes is All-Saints. 
Mr. Stecvens, in his Note on 7 he Firjl Part of King Henry IV. A. I* 
S. 2. remarks on the abfurdity of appropriating a word formed to cx- 
prefs a community of faints to a particular one of the number. 

13 7 He flail never be vcxt with the tooth ake] He ihall be ryd of the 
toth ake, i ft edit. 

*38 Either] Other, ift edit. J *9 afmithe] muchc, ift edit. 

Poticary, 


^ 
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Poticaty* 
By Chryfte, and yet for all your boflc, 
This relyke hath belhyten the rotle. 

Pardoner* 
Mark well thys, thys rely)te here is a shipper, - 
My frendes I4 ° unfayned, here X41 is a flypper 
Of one of the feven ilepers be fure I4X ; 
Doutlefle thys kylfe (hall do you great pleafure : 
For all thefe two dayes it (hall fo eafe you, 
That none other favours (hall difpleafe you. , 

Poticary. 
All thefe two dayes ! nay, all thefe I43 two yere; 
For all the favours that may come heer 
Can be no worfe ; for at a worde, 
One of the feven (lepers trode in a torde* 

Pedxr. 
Syr, me thynketh your devocion is but fmaL 

Pardoner, 
Small ! mary me thynketh be hajth none at all. 

Boticary. 
What the devyll care I what ye thinke ? 
Shall I prayfe relykes when they ftynke ? 

Pardoner. 
Heer is an eye-toth of the great Turke : 
Whofe eyes be ones fette on thys pece of worke, 
May happely lefe parte of his eye-fyght, 
But nat all tyll he be blynde outiyghu 

*4° frendes"] freend, edit. 1569. ,41 here] this, 1569. 

*4* One of the feven (lepers be fur c] Thefe feven fleepers are faid to 
have lived at Ephefus in the time of the emperor Decian. Being com- 
manded to facrifice according to the Pagan manner, they fled to a cave ii| 
mount Celyon, where they fell afleep, and continued in that irate 37* 
years, as is aflerted by fome, though according to others only 208 years. 
They awoke in the reign of the emperor Theodo/ian, who, being in- 
formed of this extraordinary event, came from Conftaotinople to fee 
them, and to fatisfy himfelf of the truth of the relation. Having com- 
municated to him the feveral circumftances of their cafe, they all, as the 
Lcgenda A 'urea exprefTes it, " enclyned theyr hedes to th'erth, and rep- 
<< dred their fpyrites at the commaundement of our Lorde Jefu Cryft, 
* and foo dcyed." See Legenda Aurca> 196. 

*43 theft] thys, 1 ft edit, 

fotkary. 
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Poticary* 

What (b ever any man feeth, 
I have no devocion unto ,44 Turkes teeth i 
*For although I never fawe a grcter, 
Yet me thyoketh I have fene many better, 

Pardoner, 

Here is a box ful of humble tees, 
That ltonge Eve as (he fat on her knees, 
Tally age the ftute to her forbydden : 
Who Kyiieth the bees wirhin.this hidden, 
phall have a.muche pardon of ryght, 
As for any ulyke he kyft this ny$;ht. 

Palmer, 

Syr, I will kyfle them with all my herte,, 

Poticary, 

Kyfle them agayne, and take my parte, 
For I am nat woorthy ; nay lette be," 
Thofe bees that ftonge Eve (hall nat ftynge me f 

Pardoner, 

Good frendes, I have yet here 14S in thys gla$, 
Which on the drynke at the weddynge Was 
Qf Adam and Eve undoubtedly: 
Jf ye honor this lelyke devoutly, 
Although ye thurfte no vvhvt the lefle, 
Yet mall ye drynke the more, doubtlefTe. 
After whiche drynkyuge ye fhal be as mete 
To ftande on your hede as on your fete. 

Poticary, 

Ye maiy, now I con x * 6 you thanke I47 ; 
In prefens of thys the red be blanke. 
Wolde Grod this relyke had come lather; 
Kyfle that relyke well, good father. 
Suche is the payne that ye Palmers take, 
To kyfle the pardon bowle for the drynke fake, 
O holy yefte, that loketh full fowr and Hale, 
For Goddes body, helpe me to a cuppe of ale, 

M4 to, iftcdit. MS yett, edit. 1569. M6 can> ,ft e jJ t# 

' M7 can yw thanks'] See Note 34 to Gqmrqer'G arm's NetM^ vol. U« 

The 
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The rtore I beholde 148 thee, the mtfre I thurftej 
The oftener I kyfle the, the more lyke to burlta* 
But fins I kyfle the* fo devoutely, 
Hyre me and helpe .me with dry tike tyll I dye* 
What, fo muche prayeing and fo lytell fpede? 

Pardoner* 
Ye, for God knoweth when it is nede 
To fende folkes drynke; but by faynt Antony, 
I wene he hath fentyou to itiuche aliredy. 

Potkary % 

If I have never the more for the, 
Then be thy relykes no ryches to me ; 
Nor to thy felt, excepte they be 
More bent fycy all then I can fe* 
Rvcher is one boxe of this tryacle ,40 , 
Then all thy relykes, that do no myrakelt/ 
If thou haddeft prayed but halfe fo muche to m^ 
As I have prayed to thy relykes and the, 
Nothynge concernynge myne occtipacion, 
But itreyght (hulde have wrought one IS ° operation. 
And as in value I "pas you an ace, 
So here lyeth muche rycheife in a lytell fpaee. 
I have a boxe of rebard here, 
Whiche is as deynty as it is dere. 
151 So helpe me God, and hollydain, 
Of this I wolde not geve a dram 
To the belte frende I have in England's groundc^ 
Though he wolde give me twentie pounde. 
For though the ftomake do it abhor, 
It pourgeth you clene from the coler ; 
And maketh your ftomake fore to waiter, 
That ye (hall never come to the halter. 

Puller. 

Then is that medycyn a foverayn thinge, 
To preferve a man from hangyn^e. 

Potictvy* 

If ye wyll tafte but thys croms that ye fes, 
If ever ye be hanged never truile me, 

J 4« btbolde'] fee, edit. 1569, *49 tryacle] thcnaca, * remedy 

againft poifon. Blour.t % 
l £o we"] in, ift edit. *** £•] Addition. 
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Here have I Diapompholicus, 

A fpeciail oyntmente, as dolours difcufe, 

For a tiftela or for a canker, 

*** Thys oyntment is even fhot anker. 

For this medecyn IS * helpeth one and other, 

Or bringeth them in cafe that they nede no other* 

Here is a Syrapus de Byzanjis> 

A lytell thyngfe is enough of this; 

For even the wcyght of one fcryppall, 

Shall X54 makcyou as ilrong as a cryppuil. 

Here are other, as Diofialo?^ 

Diagalanga and Sticados, 

Blanka,. Manna, Diofpoliticon, 

Mercury fublyme, and Mitridaticon j 

Pellitory, and Arfe fetita ; 

Cafly, and Colloquintida. 

Thefe be IS * the thinges that breke all flryfo 

Betwene manne's iycknes and his lyfe. 

From all payne thefe fhall you delever, 

And fet you even at relle for ever. 

Here is a medecyn no mo lyke the fume ; 

Whiche comenly is called thus by name, 

Alikakabus or Alkagengy : 

A goodly thynge for dogges that be Is6 mangy* 

Sue he be thefe medycines", that I can 

Helpe a dogge as wel as a man. 

Nat one thynge here partycularly, 

But worketh univerfally. 

For it doth me as muche good when, I fell it, 

As all the byers that talte ir, or fmell it, - 

Now fyns my medycyns be fo fpeciail, 

And iu one operacion fo generall, 

is» Thys oyntment is even (hot anker] I fhould fuppofe we ougrit tot 
read Jbeet anchor, Thejbeet anchor is the largeil belonging to a ihip, and 
is the laft refuge of mariners ; for when that fails to takje hold of the 
ground, the veifel is left at the mercy of the ftorm. The Jheet anchor 
was called by the ancients, anchor a J acr a j and by the French m&'itrejje 
ancre. S. 

JS3 medecyn] oyntment, edit. 1 569. J54 SbalQ Wil, edit. 1569*- 

»55 bi\ are, edit. 1569. X S 6 bi\ are, edit. 1569. 

i And 
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And redy to worke when fo ever they (hall. 
So that in ryches I Mf principall : 
If any rewarde may entreat ye, 
I befech your maft/ftiip be good to IS7 me, 
And ye (hall have a boxe ot marmeiade, 
So fyne that you may dyg it with a fpacte. -. 

Pettier. 

Syr, I thanke you, but your rewarde 
Is nat the thyngc that I regarde. 
I mufte and wy 11 be indifferent : 
Wherfore precede in your interne. 

Potieary. 

Nowe yf I wyft thys wyfti no iynne ; 
I wolde to God I myght begynne* 

Pardoner. , 

I am content that thou lye fyrfte* 

Palmer. 
Even fo am I ; now Is8 fay thy worfle. 
v Now let us here of all thy lyes, 
The grcatefr, lye thou mayft devyfe. 
And in the fewyft wordes thou can. 

Poticavy. 
Forfooth, ye be 159 an honeil man. 

Pedler. 
There fayde ye muche, but yet no lye. 

Pardoner ■» ' 
Now lye ye bothe, by our Lad) 7 . 
Thou lyeft in boft of hys honeftie ; 
And he hath lyed in affyrminge the. 

Poticary? 
Yf we both lye, and ye fay true, 
Then of thefe lies your parte adew. 
And if ye wyn, make none avaunt ; 
For you are fure of one yll fervaunte 
You may percey ve by the wordes he gave, 
He taketh your rriafhyp xo ° but for a knave. 

*S1 to] unto, edit. 1569. *S8 now] and, ill edit, 

,J9 / **] yo« a«> <dit. 1569. *eo your ma/byp] J. e. your 

mafltrjh'tf, S. ' 

But 
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\ But *ho tdlde truthe l6x or lyefd in dede, 

That wyll I knowe or ,6a we precede, 
Syr, after that I fyrfte began 
To prayfe you for an honefl man, 
When ye afFyrmed it for no lye x63 : 
Now, by your l64 fayth, fpeke even truely j 
Thought ye your affyrmacyion true i 

Palmer. 
Ye mary, for I wolde ye knewe* 
I thynke my felfe an honeit man. 

Poticaiy. 
What thought ye in the contrary than ? 

Pardoner* 
In that I fayde the contrary j 
I thynke from trouth I dyd nat vary, 

Poticary. i 

And what of my wordes ? 

Pardoner* 

I thought ye lyed* 

Poticary* 

And fo thought I, by God that dyed, 
ftfowe have you twayne eche for hym felfe layde* 
That none 16s hath lyedy but bbthe true faydi 
And of you twayne none hath denyed, 
But bothe affyrmed that I have lyed. 
How fyns bothe ye l66 the trouthe-confes, 
167 How that I lyed, doo, bear witnes. 
That twain of us may foon agree, 
And that the Iyer the wynner muft be. 
Who coulde provyde fuche evydens, 
As I have done in this prerens ? 
Me thynketh this mater fufhciertt 
To caufe you to gyve judgement j 

161 truthe] true, I ft edit. » * 6 * or] ere, edit. 1569. 

>63 f or t0 jy e ~j f or no lie, edit. 1569. ,6 4 your] our, ill edit, 

i<5 5 'none] one, edit. 1569. l6 * ye] your, ill edit. 

W n<m> 9 &c] Firft edition reads, 

And that we both my lye fo witnes, 

That twayne of us thre in one agree* 

$ Ami 
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And to gyve me the maftrye : 

For ye percey ve thefe knaves cannat lye. 

Palmer* 
Though neyther 16i of us as yet had lyecl | 

Yet what we can do is untryed. 

For as yet we have devyfed nothynge, 

But anfweredyou, and geyen you hearing, 

Pedkr. 
Therfore I have devyfed one waye, 

Wherby all thre your mindes may (aye* 

For eche of you one tale (hall tell, 

And whiche of you telleth mod meryell, 

And moft unlikeft 169 to be true, 

Shall moft prevayle, what ever enfew. 

Poticary. 
If ye be fet on mervaylynge, 

Then (hall ye here a mervayloufe thyngft* 

And though in deed all be nat true, 

Yet fuer the moft parte (hall be new* 

I dyd a cure no longer ago* , 

But in Amto Domini Miuejtm*, 
On a woman yonge and fo fayre, 

That never have! fene a gayre. 

God fave all women of **° that Iyknes* 

This wanton had the fallen (yknes, 

Whiche by diflent came lynyally, 

For her mother had it naturally. 

Wherfbre this woman to recure^ 

It was more harde ye may be fuie. 

But though I bofte my crafte is fuche, 

That in Ache thynges I can do muche 3 

How ofte (he fell were muche to reporte, 

But her hed fo gydy and her helys fo fhorte, 

That with the twynglynge of an eye, 

Downe wolde (he Me evyn by and by. 

But or If * (he wolde aryfe agayne, ' 

I (hewed muche praclyie muche to my payne* 

*«* nesther'] nother, ift edit* % * 9 unllktf] unlyke, l&cdit» 

«° of] from, xft edit, ** x or\ ere, edit. l<6o. 
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For the tailed man within thys towne 

Could 1 1% nat with eafe have broken her fwowne. 

Although for lyfe I dyd nat dome her, 

Yet I dyd take more paines ,73 about bef, 

Then I wolde take with mine owne fyfter : 

Syr, at the laftl gave her a glyfter. 

174 1 thruft a thampyon in her teweil, 

And bad her kepe it for a Jewell. 

But I knew there I74 * it was to heevy to cary, 

That I fure was it wolde nat tary : 

For where gonpouder is ones fyerd, 

The Thampyon there wyll no lenger be hyerd, 

Whiche was well fene in tyme of thys chaunce, 

For when I had charged this ordynaunce, 

Sodeynly, as it had thonder'd, 

Even at a clap lofed her bumberd I7S . 

Now marke, for here begynncth die revel! : 

This thampion flew ten longe myle levell, 

To a fayre caftell of lyme and ftone, 

For Urength I k*iow nat fuche a one ; 

Whiche ftode upon a byll full hye, 

At fote whcrpf a ryver ranne bye, 

*7» Could} Shulde, ift edit. 

173 paines] payne, ift edit. 

*** J ihruft a thampyon in her tewel] The allulion is to gunnery. 
Tbampion ( tampon, Fr. a bung, cork, or plug of wood) is now written 
tampion, and fignifies the ftopper with which the mouths of cannon are 
clofed up, to prevent the admiffion of rain, or fea-water, whereby their 
charges might be rendered incapable of fcrvice. — A teivel (tuyau or iuyal, 
Fr.) is dLpipe; and is here u fed (for the fake of continuing the meta- 
phor) for bore or caliber, Moxon, in his Mecbanick Exercifes, defines the 
1 tcivei to be that pipe in a fmith's forge into which the noie of the bellows 
is introduced ; and in a Mf. fragment, faid to be written by Sir Francis 
Drake, concerning the.ftorcs of one of the Ihips under his command, the 
word wvjtl is applied to a gun. S. ; 

In Lambarde's Diftionarium Topographiduttt & Hr/to'-icuttt, p.* 120. it is 
faiu, " It happened in the reigne of Q»c.ne Marye, that the maftcr of a 
" fhippe paflinge by while the court lay thcare, and meaning (as the 
" manner is) withfayle and ihot to honour the place, unadviledly gave fire 
'-' to a piece charged with a (lone inftede of a tatnp'oti, which lighiinroTon 
" the Quene's houfe ranne throughe a chamber, and did no further harme.'* 

*74 * fbere] Addition in the' 2d edit. ' 

*75 lumber a} A piece of ordnance. S. 

' So 
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So depe tyll chaunce had it forbydderi, 

»7is \Vell myght the Regent there have ryden. 

But when this thampyon at this x * 7 caftie did lyght f 

It put the cartel fo farre to flyght, 

That downe they came eche upon other, 

No (lone lefte ftandynge by Goddes mother, 

But rolled downe fo fafte the hyll 

In fuche a nomber, and fo dyd fyll 

From botom to bryme, from more to fhore, 

Xhys forefayd ryver, fo depe before, 

That who lyrte nowe to walke thereto, 

May wade it over and wet no moo. 

So was thys cartel 1 layd wyde open, 

That every man myght fe the token. 

But in a good houre maye thefe I78 wordes be fpoken : 

After the thampyon on the walles was wroken, 

And pece by pece in peces broken, 

And me delyvered, with fuche violens, 

Of all her inconveniens, 

I left her in good helth and lufte; 

And fo (he doth con ti new, I trufte. 

1 Pedler. 

Syr, in your cure I can nothynge tell ; 

But to your I79 purpofc ye have fayd well. 

Pardoner* 
'; Well, fyr, marke what I can fay. 

^ I have ben a pardoner many a day, 

M< *7* Well myght ike Regent there have ryden] Tht Regent was one of the 

tf* large ft fhips of war in the time of King Henry the Eighth. In the fourth 

»^ year of his reign, Sir Thomas Knevet, mailer of the horfe, and SIt John 

lip* 5 Carew of Devonfhire, were appointed captains of her, and in company 

3^1 with feveral others ihe was lent to fight the French fleet near Breft 

, & haven. An action accordingly enfued, and the Regent grappled with a 
French Carrick, which would have been taken had not a gunner on 

it; board the vefTel, to prevent her falling into the hands of the Engliih, fet 

ro- 1 fire to the powder-room. This communicating the flames to both fliips, 

is $ they lhared the fame fate together, being both burnt. On the part of 

ivcp the French 900 men were loft ; and on that of the Engliih more than 

S' 5 ; 700. See Hall's Chronicle, tempore Henry VIII. fol. 21. 
ir^j 177 thii] on thys caftell lyght, xft edit. *? 8 thefe] this, edit. 1569. 

*19 yur\ our, ift edit. 
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And done more cures goftely, 

Then ever Ke dyd bodcly* 

Namely thy& one, whiche ye (hall here^ 

Of one departed within thys feven yere, 

A frende of myne, and lykewyfe 1 

To her agayne was as frendly : 

Who fell fo fyke fo fodeynly, 

That dede (he was even by and by, 

And never fpake with prefte nor derkc, 

Nor had no whyt of holy warke. 

For I was thens, it coulde nat be ; 

Yet harde I fay ihe aflced for me* 

But when I bethought me howe thys chaunced, 

And that I have to heven avaunced 

So many foules to me but ftraungers, 

And coude nat kepe my frende from daungcrs, 

But (he to dy fo daungeroufly, 

For her foule helth efpecyally ; 

That was the thy nge that graved me foo, 

That nothynge could relcafc my woo* 

Tyll I had tryed even out of hande, 

In what eftate her foule dyd ftande* 

For whiche tryall, (hone tale to make, 

1 toke thys journey for her fake. 

Geve ear, for here begynneth the ftoiy : 

From hens I went to purgatory, 

And toke with me thys gere in my fyfle f 

Wherby I may do there what I tyfte. 

1 knocked and was let hi quyckly $ 

But Lorde, how lowe the foules made curtefy ! 

And I to every foule agayne 

* 8 ° Dyd gyve a beck them to retaynt, 

And axed them thys qucftion than, 

If that the foule of fuche a woman 

Dyd late amonge them there appere ? 

Wherto dsey fayd, (he came nat here* 

ISO pydgyvea beck thtm to retayne] A btck among other fignificfttions 
lias that of a falutation with the head* to, in Shaklpeare's Timon of 
Mm: 

4( A (erring of hcks, and jotting out #f bams." & 

Then 
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Then ferd I muche it was nat well ; 

Alas, thought I, (he is ia hejl. 

For with her lyfe I -was fo acqueynted ; 

That fure I thought (he was nat faynted. 

With thys it chaunced roe to fhefe : 

Chrifte helpe, quoth a foule that ky for his fees* 

Thofe wordes, quoth I, thou (halt cat lees I 

Then with thefe pardons of all degrees, 

I payed his tole and let hym fa quyght, 

That ftrayt to heaven he toke bis fiyghl* { 

And I from thens to hell that nyght, 

To help this woman yf I myght. 

Nat as who fayth by authorite, - 

But by the waye ofentreate. 

And fyrll to the devyll that kept the gate 

I came, and fpake after this rate* 

All hayle, fyr devyll, and made lowe cuttefy : 

Welcome, quoth he, thus lSl fmillyngly. 

He knew me well, and I at lafte 

Remembred him fyns longe time pafle. 

For as good happe wol<k have it chaunce, 

This devyll and I were of ddeacqueyataunce; 

m For oft, in the play of Corpus Crifti, 

He hath playd the devyll at Coventry. 

By his acqueyntaunce and niy behavourc, 

He (hewed to me.ryght frendly favoure. 

And to make my returne the fhorter, 

I fayd to this devyll, good mayfter porter, 

,gI thus"} thys, ift edit; 

«Sa For oft, in the flay of Corpus Crjfti, 

He hath playd the dfvjli at Coventry.'] " Before the fupprejfipn of 
" the monafteries, this city (i. e. Coventry) was very famous for the 
« pageants that were play d therein upon Corpus Cbrifti day (this is one 
" of their ancient faires), which occafioning very great confluence of 
" people thither from far and near, was no fraatt benefit thereto ; which 
" pageants being a£ted with .mighty ftate and reverence by .the friers of 
" this houfe, had theaters fqr tlje feveral fcenes very large and high, 
" placed upon wheels, and drawn to all the eminent parts of the city, for 
" the better advantage of fpe&ators, and contained the ftory of the New 
M Teftament, compofed in old Englifh rithme, as appeareth by an ancient 
u ML entitled, Ludus Corporis Cbrifti, or LudusCoventrice, in JBibL Cotton. 
V (fub Effigic Vefp. D, oj. M Pugdale's. Warwick/hire, p. 1 16. 
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For all oldc love, yf it lye in your power, 

Helpe me to fpeke with my lorde and your. 

Be fure, quoth he, no tongue can tell, 

What cyme thou coudeft have come fb well. 

For as on l83 thys daye Lucyfer fell, 

W hie he is our f'eftyvall in hell, 

Nothynge unreafonable craved thys day, 

That (hall in hell have any nay. 

But yet be ware thou come nat in, 

Tyll tyme thou may l84 thy pafporte wyn. 

Wherfore Hand flyll, and I will wyt l8s , 

Yf I can get thy fave condyt. 

He taryed nat, but (hortely eat it 

Under feale, and the devyls nande at it, 

In ample wyfe, as ye (hall here ; 

Thus it began ; I Lucifcre, 

By the power of God chefe devyll of hell, 

To all the devyls that there do dwell, 

And every of them we fende gretynge, 

Under ftreyght charge and commaundynge, 

That they aydynge and aflyftent be 

To fuche a Pardoner, and named me, 

So that he may at lybertie 

Pafle fave without any l86 jeopardy, 

Tyll that he be from us extyn&e, 

And clerely out of helle's precin&e. 

And hys pardons to kepe in favegarde ; 

We wyll they lye in the porter's warde. 

Gevyn in the fornes of our palys, 

In our highe courte of maters of malys, 

Suche a day and yere of our reyne. 

God fave the devyll, quoth I, amain l8 '» 

I trufte thys wrytynge to be fure : 

Then put thy truite, quod he, in euer l8 ?, 

Syns thou art fure to take n# harme, 

Thys devyll and I walket arrae in arme, 


183 as on] Add in the 2d edit. * 8 * may] maift, edit. 1569, 

185 W y t j ^f n Dodfley's has write* ? 8 * any] hys, 1 ft edit. 

* 8 ? amain] for playne, ift edit. ,88 euer] cure, edit. 1569. 
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So farre, tyll he had brought rne thyther, 
Where all the devylls of hell togyther 
Stode id aray, in fuche apparell 
As for that day there metely fell. 
Theyr homes well gylt, theyr<?lowes full dene, 
Theyr taylies wel kempt, and, as I wene, 
With fofhery * 89 butter theyr bodyes anoynted ; 
I never fawe devylls fo well appoynted I9 °. 
The maytter devyll fat in his jacket ; 
And all the foules were playinge at racket, . 
None other rackettes^ they hadde in hande, 
Save every foule a good iyrq brand ; 
Wherwith they played fo pretely, 
That Lucyfer laughed merely. 
And all the refede^ of the feends I9r , 
i9t Did laugh thereat fyl wel like freends. 
But of my rrende I fawe no whyt, 
Nor durft not axe for her as yet. 
Anone all this rout was brought in filen6, 
And I by an uflier brought to prefens 
I9J Of Lucifer ; thpn lowe, as wel I could, 
I knelyd, whiche he fo wellalowde, 
That thus he bsckte, and by Saynt Antony 
He fmyled on me v^ell favouredly, 
Bendynge his browes as brode as barne durres, 
Shakynge hys eares as ruged as burres ; 
Rolynge his ey«£&s VQttnde as two bufhels; 
"Flailynge the tyre out of his nofethryls; 
Gnathinge hys teeth fo vaynglorioufly, 
That me thought tyme to fall to flatery, 
Wherwith I tolde, as I (hall tell : 
O plefant py&ure i O prince of hell J 

l *9 jotbery'] Sweet or frelh made from the old vfordfite. 
*0° well appointed] See Note 3 to The Ordinary , vol. X. p. 206. 
X 9 X frecnds] frendes, lit edit. 
* is* Did, &c] Firft edition reads, • 

Dyd laugh full well togyther lyke frendes. 
*93 Of Lucifer, &c] Firft edition reads, 

Then to Lucyfer low as I coude. 

F 4 Feutred 
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Feutred 194 in fcmyon abominable, 
Andihn that it is ineftimable 
For me to prayfe the worthyly, 
J leve of prayfe, as unworthy 
To geve the prays befechynge the 
To iieare my fewte, and then to be 
So good to graunt the thynge I crave ; 
And to be (horte, thys wokfe I have : 
The foule of one which hyther flytted, 
Delivered 19S hence, and to me remitted. 
And in thys doynge though al be nat quyt 9 
Yet in fome parte I (hall *•• deferve it; 
As thvis, I am a pardoner, 
And over foules as controller. 
Throughout the erth my power doth ftande, 
Where many a foule lyeth on my hande t 
That fpede in maters as I ufe them, 
As I receyve them or refufe them. 
Wherby, what tyme thy pleafure is, 
Ye x97 fhall requyre apy part of thys, 
The lefte devyll here that can come thyther, 
Shall chofc a foule and brynge him hyther. 
Ho X98 , ho, quoth the devyll, we are well oleafed j 
What is hys name thou woldeft have eafeo I 
Nay, quoth I, be it good or evyll, 
My comynge is for a (he devyll. 
What calfte her (quoth he) thou whoorfbn Xdfl ? 
Forfooth (quoth I) Margery Coorfon, 
Now by our honour, fayd Lucyfer, 
No devyll in hell (hall withholds her; 
And yf thou woldeft have twenty mo, 
Wert not for juftyce, they fhulde goo* 
) For all we *°° devylls within thys den 
< Have more to do with two women, 

194 Feutred in fajhianable akom\nable\ Feutrer, Fr»— fairc 6c f autre—* 
g*rnir defeutre. — To ft.uf£ with felt. Feutrc d'herbe, over grown with 
grafs. S. 

1 95 Delivered] Deliver, edit. 1569, *9 6 ^&a//J wil, edit. .1569. 
*»7 Y§] I, ift edit. 198 #0] Nowe, ift edit. 

199 iuboorjm"\ horyfon, ift e4i(* a0 ° w*J the, edit. 1569. 
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Then with all charge we have befyde : 
Wherfore yf thou our frende wyll be tryed, 
Aply thy pardons to women &, 
That unto us there come no mo. 
To do my belle I promyfed bvothe ; 
Whiche I have kepte, for as the fayth goth 
At thys day * 01 , to heven I jdo procure 
Ten women to one man, you may be fure% 
Then of Lucyfer my leve I toke, 
And ftreycht unto the mayffcer coke 
I was hadde, into the kechyn, " 

For Margerie's offyce was therm. 
All thyngs handled there discretely, 
For every foule bereth oflyce metely : 
Woiche myght be fcne to fe her fyt 
So byfely turnynge of the fpyt. 

For many a fpyt here hath (he turned ; 

And many a good fpyt hath ihe burned ; 

And many a fpyt ful hote hath tofted ; 

Before the meat coulde be halfe roiled ^ 

And or loa the meate were halfe rolled in dede* ( 

I toke her then fro the fpyt with fpede. 

But when fhe fawe thys brought to pas, 

To tell the joy wherin (he was ; 

And of all the devylls, for joy how they 

Did rore at her dely very, 

And how the cheynes in hettdyd rynge, 

And how all the foules therin dyd fynge. 

And how we were brought to the gate, 

And how we toke our leve therat, 

Be fucr lacke of tyme fuffery th nat 

To reherfe the twentie parte of that. 

Wherfore thys tale to conclude brevely; 

Thys woman thanked me chyefly, 

That (he was ryd of thys endles deth, 

And fo we departed on Newmarket heth. 

And yf that any man do rnynde her ; 

Who lyfte to feke her, there (halle he fynde her. 

*°« ity] .4*yes, ift c^iU ' * 0a #r] «re # 

PeaUr* 
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Pedler. 

Syr, yc have fought her wunderous *° 3 well, 
And where ye founde her as ye tell, 
To here the chaunce ye had a ° 4 in hell, 
1 finde ye were in great peril a ° 5 . 

Palmer. 

His tale is all muche perilous t06 ; 
But parte is muche more mervaylous. 
As where he fayde the devylls complayne, 
That women put them to fiiche payne. 
Be theyr condicions fo oroked and crabbed, 
Frowardly faftionde, fo wayward and wrabbed *° 7 , 
So fafre in devifion, and fturrynge fuche ftryfe, 
That all the devylls be wery of theyr life? 
This *° 8 in effect he tolde for 2 ° 9 trueth ; 
Wberby muche marveli to me enfueth ; 
That women in hell fuche fhrewes can be^ 
And here {6 gentyll as farre as I fe. 
Yet have I fene many a myle, 
And many a woman in the whyle. 
Nat one good cytye, towne nor borough 
In crifiendom, but I have been thorough, 
And this I wolde ye ftrulde underftande, 
I have fene women five hundred thoufande ; 
And oft with them have longe tyme taried zio * ' 
Yet in altplaces where I have ben, 
Of all the women that I have fene, 
I never fawe nor knewe in my cohfeiens, 
Any one woman out ofpaciens. 

Poticary. 

By the mafle, there is a great lye. 

Pardoner. 

I never harde a greater, by our Lady. 

Pedler. 

A greater ! nay, knowe ye any fo great ? 

*° 3 wunderous] wonders, ift edit. 2 ° 4 bad] founde, ift edit. 

a °5 peril] pareU, lftedit. ■ * 06 perllloui] parelious, iftedit. 
a©7 wayward and wrabbed] I fuppofe wrabbed to be a word coined for 
the fake of rhime. • S. 

»°8 This] Thus, edit-. 1569. - a0 * /•/] of, edit. 15^9, 

* 10 taried] maryed, ift edit. 

Palmer* 
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. Palmer* 

Syr, whether that I lofe or get, 
For my parte judgement fhali be prayd, 

Pardoner* 

And I defyer as he hath fayd. 

Poticary. 

Procede, and ye (hall be obeyed. 

Pedler. 

Then (hall nat judgement be delayd. 
Of all thefe thre, yf ei he ma lines tale 
In Poule's cjiurche yarde were fet on (ale, 
In fome mannes hat.de that hath the fleyghte, 
He (hulde lure fell thefe tales by weyght: 
For as they wey, fo be they worth, 
But whiche weyth befte, to that now forth* 
Syr, all the tale that ye dyd tell, 
I bere in mynde, and yours as well. 
And as ye fawe the mater metely, 
So lyed ye bothe well and difcretely. 
Yet were your lyes with the left, trufte me ; 
For yf ye had faid that ye had made fie 
Ten thampyons out of ten women's ta) les, 
Ten tymes ten myle to ten caftels or jayles, 
And fild ten ryvers ten tymes fo depe, 
As ten of that whiche your caflell ftones did kepe: 
Or yf ye ten tymes had bodely 
* IX Fet ten foules out of purgatory ; 
And ten tymes fo many out of hell: 
Yet, by thefe ten bonnes, I coulde right well, 
Ten tymes fooner all that have beleyved, 
Then the tenth parte of that he hath meved. 

Poticary, 
" Two knaves before one, lacketh two knaves of fy ve ; 
Then one, and then one, and bothe knaves aly ve. 
Then two, and then two, and thre at a call, 
Thou knave, and thou knave, and thou knave at lafte. 

» 

*" Fet ten foules, &c] i. e. fctch'd. The word is ufed by TuflTer, 
$penfer, and Shakfpeare. S. 

Sec alfo No{e 73 to Gammer Gurton's Nitdle, vol. II. p. 50. 

Nay 
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Nay knave, yf yc tryme by npmber, 
I will as knavyfhly you accomber *". 
Your mynde is all on your pry vy tythe : 
For all in ten me thynketh your wit lythe. 
**3 Now ten tymes I befeche hym that bye iyttes, 
Thy wives ten commaundementes may ferch thy five wyttes* 
Then ten of my tordes in ten of thy teth : 
And ten on thy nofe, whiche every man feth ; 
And twentie tymes ten, ibis wy(he I wolde 
That thou haddeft been hanged at ten yere olde : 
For thou goeft about to make me a flave ; 
I wyll thou knowe yf I am. a gentleman 1U knave* 
And here is another mail take my parte. 

Pardoner. 

Nay fyrft I beflirew your knave's herte y 
Or I take parte in your knavery, 
I wyll fpeak fair, by our * J * Lady. 
Syr, I beieeche your maihyp to be 
As good as ye can %lt> be unto me. 

Pedlcr. 

I wolde be glade to do you good ; 
And hym alfo, be he never fo wood %t6 *• 
But dout you not I wyll now do 
The thynge my conferens ledeth me to* 
Both your tales I take farre unpqflyble* 
Yet take I his farther incredyble. 
Not only the thynge itfelfe alloweth it ; 
But alfo the boldenes therof avoweth it. 
1 knowe nat where your tale to trye ; 
Nor yours, but in hell or purgatorye. 

*** accomber'] overcome. See Note on Gofs Promlfes, p. *o. 

ai3 Now ten tymes I btfecbe hym that bye fytteiy 

Thy w'rvei ten commaundementes wayfereb thy Jive wyttcs,.] So Eleanor* 
in The Second Part of King Henry VI. A. I. S. 3. (ays, 
" I'd fet my ten commandment* in ypur face/' 

Ten Gotnmandments feem to have been cant terms for the nails of the 
panels. 
' See alfo Mr. Steevens's Note on the above paffage. 

**♦ gentleman'] gentle, edit. 1569. *^ s «w] one, xft edit. 

»i6 ye can] you may, edit. 1569. 

|i6 * W qU] madj furious. See jb>tc 98, p. 65, 

Bui 
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But hys boldnes hath faced a lye, 

That may be tryed evyn in thys cornpanye. 

As yf ye lyfte to take thys order, 

Amonge the women in thys border. 

Take thre of the vongeft, and thre of the oldeft, 

Thre of the hoteu, and thre of the coldeft, 

Thre of the wyfeft, and thre of the (hrewdeft, 

Thre of the chafteft, and thre of the lewdeft *", 

Thre of the loweft, and thre of the hyeft, 

Thre of the fartheft, and thre of the nyeft, 

Thre of the fayreft, and thre of the maddeft, 

Thre of the fouieft, and thre of the faddeft : 

And when all thefe threes be had afonder,- 

Of eche thre, two juftly'by nomber 

Shall be founde (hrewes, excepte thys fall, 

That ye hap to fynde them ihrewes all. 

Hymfelfe for trouth ail this doth knowe } 

And oft hath tryed fome of thys rowe. 

And yet he fwereth by his confciens, 

He never faw woman breke patiens. 

Wherfore confydered with true entente, 

Hys lye to be fo evident, , 

And to appere fo evydently, 

That both you affyrmed it a lye ; 

And that my confciens fo depely, 

So depe hath fought thys thynge to try, 

And tryed it with myndeindyffereht; 

Thus I awarde by way of judgement 3 

Of all the lies ye all hav e fpent, 

Hit lye to be molt excellent. 

Palmer. 
Syr, though ye were bounde of equite 

To do as ye have done to me ; 
^; : ^ Yet do I thanke you of your payne, 
r ~fi And wyll requyte fomc parte agaync. 
; Pardoner* 

Mary, fyr, ye can no ks do, 
But thanke bym afmuche as it cometh to j 

*" Addition in the fecond edition* 

And 


r 
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And fo nryll I do for my parte ; 
Now a veogeaunce on thy knave's hearte, 
I never knewe a Pedler a judge before, , 
Nor never wyll trufte pedlynge knave more. - r 

What doeft thou there, thou horfon nody I 

Poticdry. 
By the matle, lerne to make curtefy, 
Curtefy before, and curtefy behynde hym, 
And then on eche fyde, the devyll blynde hym* 
Nay, when ye " 8 have it perfytly, 
Ye ihall have the devyll and all of curtefy. 
But it is nat fone "lerned, gentle * 19 brother. 
One knave to make curtefy to another. 
Yet when I am angry, that is the worfte, 
I (hall call my mayfter knave at the fyrfie* 

Palmer. 
Then wolde fome mayfter perhappes clowt you, 
, But as for me, ye nede not doute you : , 
For I had lever "° be without ye, 
Then have fuche befynefle aboute ye. 

Poticary. 
So helpe me God, fo were ye better; 
What ihulde a begger be a jetter aai ? 
It were no why t your honeftie, 
To have us twayne jet after ye. 

Pardoner* 
Syr, be you fure he telleth you true, 
Yf we ihulde wayte thys wolde enfeV : 
I wolde be fayd, trufte me at a worde, 
Two knaves made 222 curtefy to the thyrde. 

"•je] I, i ft edit. 

a, 9 gentle] Addition in thefecond edition* 
aa0 lever J rather, edit. 1569. 

411 a jetter"] i. e. one who ftruts or agitates his body in a pompous \' t 

manner. So, in Shakfpeare's Twelfth Night : 

<l How he jets under his advanced plumes." S. 
See alfo Note 23 to Edward II. vol. II. p. 340. ' 
* aa made} make, edit. 1569. 

P<3ler. 
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Patter. 

Now, by my tfouth, to fpeke my mynde, 
Syns they be fo loth to be aflyned 2ii . 
To iet them lofe I thynke it befte. 
And fo (hall ye lyve the better " 4 in reft. 

Palmer. 

Syr, I am nat on them fo fonde, 
To compell them to kepe theyr bonde. 
And fyns ye lyfte nat to wayte on me, 
I clerely of way tinge do^dy (charge ye, 
• Pardoner. 

Marry, fyr, I hertely thanke you, 

Poticary. 

" s And likewife I, to God I vow. 

Pedler. 

Now be ye all evyn as ye begoon ; 
No man hath lofle, nor no man hath woon. 
Yet in*the debate wherewith ye began ; 
By waye of advyce I wyll fpeke as I can* 
I doo percevve that pylgrymage 
Is chyefe " 6 the thynge ye have in ufage; 
Wherto in effect, for the love of Chryii, 
Ye have, or fhulde have been entyft. 
And who fo doth with fuche intent, 
Doth well declare hys tyme well fpenfc 
And fo do y£ in your pretence, 
If ye procure thus " 7 indulgence 
Unto your neyghbours charytably, 
For love of them in God oncly. 
All thys inay be ryght well applyed 
To (hew " 8 you both well occupyed. 
For though ye walke nat borhe one waye, 
Yet walkynge thus, thys dare I faye, 

22 3 affyned] I believe we ftiould read ajfiit'd, I e. joined by affinity t» 
each other. So, in Othello: 

« If partially aj:nd or leagued in office." S. 
* 2 * fater] beite, ill edit. 
22 5 And likewife I, &c.J Fir ft edition reads, 

And I lykewyfe, I make Godavowe. 
22 <> cbytfe] checicft,edit. 1569. - 22 7 thus] this, edit. 156ft 

228 (hew] ihewcll," lit edit. 
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That bothe your mikes come to one *** end ; 

And fo for all that do pretende 

By ayde of Goddes grace to enfewe 

Any maner kynde of vertue. 

As fome, great almyfe for to gyve : 

Some, in wyllfull povertie to lyve : 

Some, to make hye wayes and fuche lyke **° vrarkcs 1 

And fome, to mayntaine preftes and clarkes, 

Tofyngeand prayefor foule departed : 

Thefe, with all other venues well marked, 

Although they "be of fondry kyndes, 

Yet be they nat uied with fondry myndes t 

But as God only doth all rhofe move, 

So every man onely for his love. 

With love and dred obediently 

Worketh in thefe vertues unyformly. 

Thus every vertue yf we lyfte to fcan, 

Is pleafaunt to God and thank full to man* 

And who that by grace of the Holy Gofte 

To any one venue is moved mofte, 

That man by that grace that one apply, 

And ther in ierve God mofte plenty rul ly * 3 f , 

Yet nat that one fo farre wyde to wrefte, 

So lykynge the fame to myflyke the refte. 

For who fo wrefleth his worke is in vayne ; 

And even in that cafe I perceyve you twayne* 

Lykynge your venue in fuche wyfe, 

That eche other's venue ye doo dyfpyfe. 

Who walketh thys way for God wolde fynde hym , 

The farther they feke hym, the farther behynde hym. 
/ One kynde of venue to dyfpyfe another, 
( Is lyke as the fyfter myght hange the brother, 

Petitory. 

*** For fore left fuche parels to me myght fall, 

1 thanke God I ufe no venue at all. 

**» one] on,edit.i§69. 43 ° like] other, xft edit* 

* 3t playfully] plenteoufly, edit. 1569. 

*3» Tor fere 1$ fuck parels to me Myght fall] Perhaps by parels is ntetnt 
ftrrilUs, Fr. i. c. things fimUar or partis. Or it may be only a cqt« 
motion of Perils. S» 
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Pedier. 
That is of all the very worfte wayc ; 
for more barde it is, as I have harde faye, 
To begynne vertue where none is pretended* 
Then where it is begonne th'abufe to be mended* 
How be it, ye be *?* nat all io begynnej 
One fyne of vertue ye are entred in* 
As thys, I fuppofe J-e did faye trvie 
In that ye fayd ye ufe no vertue. 
In the whiche wordes I dare well reporte, 
You are well beloved of all thys forte, 
By your raylynge here openly 
At pardons and relyques fo leudly. 

Poticar}. 

In that I thinke my faute n<|t great i 
For all that he hath I knowe is counterfeteV 

Pedier. 

For his, and all other that ye knowe fayned* 
You be not * 34 counceled nor conftrayned 
To any fuche thynge in any fuche caic, 
To give any reverence in any fuche place* 
But whete ye dout, the truthe nat knowynge* 
Belevynge the belle, good may be growyn^e, 
In judgynge the belle, no harme at the leite ; 
In judging the worfte, no good at the beite* 
But befte in thefe thynges it femeth to me, 
To make * 3 ' no judgement upon ye* 
But as the churche doth judge or take them*, 
So do ye recey ve or forfake them* 
And fo be you' fure yecanoat erre; 
But may be a frutfull folower* 

Poticary. 

Go ye before, and as I am true man* 
I wyll folow «s fall as I can. 

PtifUONtTm 

And fo wyll I* for ye hath fayd fo well, 
Reafon wolde we ihulde folowe hys counfdL 

*»* bi] are, edit. 1 569. •** m} Mthlty ijl •& 

*3S makt} take, «4it. 1469. 

Vox* U Q Pstmtr; 
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Palmer. 
Then, to our reafon, (Sod gyve us his grace, 
That we may folowe wkh fayth fo fermely 
Hys commaundemenrs, that we may purchacc 
Hys )ove f and fo confequentty 
To byleve hys churche, fafte and faythfully ; , 
So that we may, accordynge to his promyfe, 
Be kepte out or errour in any wyfe. 
And all that hath fcaped z * 6 us here by neglygence, } 
We clerely revoke and fof fake it ; 
To pafle the tyme in thys without offence, 
Was the caufe why the maker dyd make it j 
And lo we humbly befeche you to take it Y 
Befeechynge our Lorde to profper you all. 
In the fayth of his churche univerfall. 

**• Jctfxd] efc*H*> edit. 1567. 
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EDITIONS. 

(1.) " The Playe called the Fourt P P. A newe and a very 
41 mery Enterlude of AePalmcr, A Pardoner, A Potycary, A 
<c Pedler. Made by John Heewood. Imprynted at London 
" in Fleteftrete, at the iynge of the George, by Wytiyara 
«• Myddylton." 

This Edition muft have been printed at leafcas early as the 
year 1 547, af which time William Middkton either died or 
retired from bufinefs. See Ames's Typographical Antiquities^ 
p. .218. 258. 

(2.) 4t The Play called the Foare P. A very «ery Sritet- 
" lude of A Palmer, A Pardoner, A Poticary, A Pedler, 
** Impiinted at London, at the long Shop adjoyning unto 
44 S. Mildreds Churche in the Puitrie, by John Atide, Anna 
«* Domini 1569* Septembris 14." 

Both tfaefc Editions tie in the Collection of Mr. Gacrkk. 
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THOMAS SACKVILLE, Lord Buckhurft, was related 
to Queen Elizabeth by her mother Ann Boleyn, He 
was born in 1536, and educated at Hart-Hall, in the Univerfity 
of Oxford ; from whence he went to Cambridge, and af- 
terwards to the Temple. In his younger days he travelled 
into France and Italy; and at the early period of his life 
only he was, as Mr. Spence x obferves, what perhaps all per- 
fbns of his birth ought to b£, a poet* His father, dying in 
1566, left him a large fortune, the greateft part of which he 
foon fpent by his magnificent manner of living, but in th& 
end became a better ceconomift. He ferved in parliament 
both in the reign of Queen Mary and Elizabeth. In 1567* 
he was created Baron Buckhurft ; in 1571, was fentatnbaflador 
to Charles IX, king of France ; and in 1 587, to the States of 
the United Provinces. In 1588, he was made one of the 
Knights of the Garter; in 1591, Chancellor of the Uni- 
verfity of Oxford; and in 1598, Lord High Treafurer of 
England. He was continued in that office by King James, 
and in 1603 advanced by him to the dignity of Earl of Dorfer* 
He died fuddenly at the council board, in j6o8, of a fit of 
the apoplexy. 

He was the Author of 

The Induction to the Mirror fir, MagtfiratfSj firft publifhed 
by William Baldwin in ^to, 1 550 ; again, with the fecond part 
in 4to, 1563; re-publifhed with additions in 1575; and a 
fourth time further augmented and publifhed by Richard 
Nicols in 1610. " The wurke (fays the original publiftier) 
u was begun, and parte' of it prynted in Queene Maries 
" tyme, but hyndred by the Lorde Chaunceliour that then 
u was ; nevertheles, through the meanes of my Lord Scaf- 
** ford, the fyrft parte was licenced and imprynted tbefyrft 
*' yeare of the raygne of this our mod noble and vertuous 

* Some account of Lord Buckhurft and his Writings, prefixed' to the 
edition of Gorboduc printed in 1736. 

Q 3 " Queene. 
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€l Queene. Since whych time, although I have bene called 
u to an other trade of lyfe, yet my good Lotde Stafforde hath 
" not cea'ed to call upon me to publilh ib much as 1 had 
" gotten at other mens hands, (o that through his Lord* 
u Ihippe's earneft meanes I have now alfo fetfurth an other 
" pane conteyning as little of myne.owne,as the fyrft part doth 
** or o»her mens" In this fecund part Lord Buckhurft^i 
Induction firft appeared . The caufe of writing it was as follows : 
* ; Atter that he (Lord Buykhnrit) underliode that fome of the 
14 counfayle would not fiitfer rhe booke to be printed in fuche 
u ordei as we had agreed and determined, he purpofed with 
** h.mlelfe to have gotten at my handes al the tragedies that 
•* were before the duke pt Buckingham's, which he would have 
c * prelervei in one volume; and from that time backward 
44 even to the time of William the Cooquerour, he determined 
'* to continue and pet feci all the fiory himfelfe in fuch order 
" as Lydgate (ioluwing Bocchas) had already ufed ; and there- 
#< tore to make a meete induction into ihe matter, he deviled 
** this poefye." We are informed, that this dtfign was laid 
a fide on the Author's being called to a more ferbus ex pence 
in the great (rate affairs of his mod royal Lady and Sovereign, 
The Induction, in 17599 was re-printed by Mr. Capel, in his 
Prolufiptis. 

Thofe praifes which were bellowed on the poetry of 
Lord Buckhurft by his contemporaries are not to be afcribed 
to his rank or fortune. The bed judges ha\e ratified tho 
fentence palled by the crkicks of the time, and even gone 
beyond them in their commendations, Mr. Warton, freaking 
©f the The Mirror for Magift, ates, fays (Obfervations on Spenfef, 
vol. IL p. 109.) : ** There is one Poem indted among the 
* 4 reft which exhibits a groupe of imaginary perfonages, fo 
** beautifully drawn, that in all probabil.ry they contributed 
•* to direct at leaf! to llimulate, Sptnfer's imagination in the 
•• conftrucVu n of the like reprefentations. Thus much may 
«« be truly faid, that Sackville's Induction approaches nearer 
«• to the Fairy Queen, in the richnefs of allegoric de* 
* 4 fcription, than any previous or fucceeding poem. v 

(1 ) TheComplaynt of Henrye, duke of Buckingham, in 
The. Mirror tor Magiftrates, 


"*r 


(3«) A Latin Letter to Dr. Bartholomew Clerke, prefixed 
to his Tranilation of Balthazar Caftilio, De Curialijhe Aulico % 
firft printed at London about 1^71. 

(4.) Verfes prefixed to Hobby's Tranflation of Caftilio's 
Courtier, 4to, 1^77, in commendation of the Work. 

(5.) Letters in the Cabala, and one to the earl of Suffer, 
in Howard's Colle&ion, p. 297. 

Thomas Norton, who joined with Lord Buckhurft in 
, writing this play, was, according to Wood * who gives him 
the title of a forward and bufy calvinifr, a native of, or resi- 
dent at, Sharpenhaule, otherwife Sharpenhoe, in the county of 
Bedford. He lived fome time in the Temple, became a bar- 
rister * at law, and folicitor for the city of London 4 . He tranf* 
lated fome of the Pfalms in Sr em hold and Hopkins's Verfion, 
and was the author and tranflator of feveral polemical and 
political Works, which are enumerated in Wood's Athena; 
Oxonienfes 5 . 

► 

* Athens Oxonienfes, 77. * Ibid. 

* Marbury's Book of Monarchy^ as quoted by Oldys, in his Mf. 
Kotes on Langbaine. 

* P, 77- P- i$S- 
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will furely play Lucreees part, and of herfelf die for fhame, 
and I (hall wiflhe that (he had. taried 1HU at home with me, 
where (he was welcome : for fhe did never put me to more 
cnarge but tnis one poure blacke gowne lined with white, 
that I have now geven tier to goe abroad among you withalL 
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NAMES of the SPEAKERS. . 

GORBODUC, kmg of Great Brittain. 

Videna, queene and wife tokingGoRBopw?* r 
i Fer rex, elder ibnne to king Gorboduc. 

Porrex, yonder fonne to king Gorboduc. 

Cloyton duke of Cornewall, 

Fergus, duke ot Albanye. 

Man dud, duke of Loegris. 

Gwemard, duke of Cumberland, 

Eusulus, fecrearie to the king, 

Arostus, a counsellor to the king. 

DordaiV, a counsellor afiigned by the king to his eldeft 
fonne Ferrex. 

Philander, a counfellor afiigned by the king to his yongeft 
fon For rex. \ 

[Both being of the olde kinges con n fell- before* 

HERMON,a parafire remaining with Ferrex. 

Tyndar, a parafite remaining with Por rex. 

Nuntius, a meflbnger of the eldett mother's, death. 

Nuntius, a meiienger of duke Fergus tifing in arras. 

Marcella, a lady of the queenes privie-chamber. 
/ Chorus, foure auncient and fage men of Briuaine* 


The 
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TThc Order of theJ5omme Shew before the firfl: Aft, 
and .the Signification therof. 

Ftrft, the muficke afviolenze began feplay, during which came inx 
upon the ftage fixewilde men, clothed in leaves. Of whom the 
Ji M fi bare on bis necke a fagrt of f mall Jli ekes 9 'which they all 
both fever allye and together affayed with all their Jlrengthes to 
intake* but it could not be broken by them. At the length one 
ef them plucked out one of the flicks, and brake it : and the 

■ reft plucking out all the other ftickes one afier another, did 
taffy bteahe the fame being fevered^ which being conjoyned % 
they bad before attrmpted in vaine* After they had this done 9 
they departed thr page, and the mufike ceafed. Hereby was 
fignified) that ajlate knit in unitie doth continue frong againft 
til force* but being divided, is eafily de/lrayed; as befel upon * 
duke Gorboduc dividing his landc to his two fonncs, vbhich he 
before held in monarchic^ and upon the difecnt'ton of the brethren 
t$ whom it was divided. * 
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FERREX and P.ORREX*. 


ACTUS PRIMUS. SCENA PRIMA, 

*«. Videna* Fefrex* • » 

Fidetta. s 

THE filcnt night that bringes the quiet pawfe, 
From painerull rravailes of the wearie day, 
Prolonges my carefull thoughtes, and makes me bhvao 
The flowe Aurora, that fo tor love or fhame 
Doth long delay to (heweher blufbing face, .' 'J 

And now the day renewes my griefull plaint. 

Ferrex. 
My gracious lady, and my mother deare, 
Pardon my griefe tor your fo grieved rainde 
To aike what caufe tormenteth fo your hart, 

45 This play wx are told by the printer of the fecond Edition was firft aete*! 
at the Iofter-Temple^f nd afterwards before Queen Elizabeth. Its fir ft ap- 
pearance was at a grand Chriftmas celebrated with unufual magnificence, at 
maybe feen by the defcription of it in Dogdale's Origins JuriduiaUs) p. 1 50. 
Jtia here printed front the fecond Edition ; the third, of 1590, from which 
it was published in 1736, by Mr. Spence and by Mr. Dodtley, in this 
collection before, appearing to he only a republication of the flrlt imperfect 
copy complained of by the Authors as published in their abfeuce without 
their knowledge #r content. The teftimouy of Sir Philip Sidney con- 
cerning this play is as follows : " Gorboduc is full of {lately Qnrchcs 
u and well-founding phrafes, climbing to the height h of Seneca his 
(i ftyle, and as full of notable morality: which it dpth moil delightfHy 
*' teach, and thereby obtain, the very end of poetry." And Mr. Pope was* 
©f opinion, " That the writers of the fucceeding age might have im- 
41 proved as much in other refpects by copying from fum a propriety in 
41 the lentimeots, an unaffected perfpiculty of ftyle, ai;d in an eaty flow 
u in the numbers ; in a word, that chaftity, cor r eel n eft, and gravity of 
"ftyle, which are foelfencial to tragedy* and which all the tragic joeta 
u who followed, not excepting Shakeipeara hunfelf, either little under* 
<* food, or perpetually neglc&cd." \ 

Vidcna* 


\ 


~rr 


ltd fERKEX AND PORREX, 

Pidena* 
So great a wrong and lb unjuft defpite, 
Without all cauie againl) all courfc ut kindo— 

• jR?» rex. 
Such caufelefle wrong and to unjuft defpitc, 
May. have redrelle, or, at the lead, revenge* 

Fidena. 
Neither my fonne : fuch is the froward will, 
The pedon fuch, fuch my mit'chap^e and thine* 

Ferrex. 
Mine! know I none, bur grief for your diftrefie. 

Fidena. 
Yes : mine for tb'me, my fonne* A father ? no I 
In kinde a father, not in kindlincfs '• 

Ftrrex. 
My father ? why, I know nothing at all, 
Wherin 1 have mifdone unto his grace* 

Ftdeua. 
Therfore, the more unkinde to thee and mee* 
For knowing well (my fonne) the tender love 
That I have ever borne, and beare to thee ; 
He greved thereat, i* not content a lore. 
To fpoile thee of my fight, my chieicit joye, 

1 1m bride a fatter, not in kindlinefs} Kind is naturt. Hamlet ha* *!« 
nioft the fame fentitnent, 

A little more than k'n, and lefs than kind. 
In feveral other places of this play the fame word ift the like fcufe oe»* 
Ctm. Again, in Julius Ctfar, A. i. S. 3. 

" But if you would confider the true caufc, 
" Why birds and beafts from quality and kind* 
** Why all thefe things change from their ordinance,, 
" Their natures, and prelumcd faculties 
* ** To monftrous quality ■ ■" ** 

Titus Andronicus, A. 2. S I. 

" The foreft walks are wide and fpacious, 
u And many ■nfreqeunted 1 plots there are '■ 
«< Fitted by kind for rape and villainy." ' 

Antony and CUafttra, A. 5. S. *. « You mail thick this, look fOB 
« that the worm will do his kind*' 
. For thefe instances 1 am indebted to a writer in the Saint ymts'i 
Cbrcnick, Nov. 5, 1774. See'alfo Mr.Steerens's Now en BamUt, A.i# 
S. a. 
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But thee, of thy birth-right and heritage, 
Caufelefie, unkindly and in wrongfull wife, 
Againfl all lawe and right he will bereave; 
Halfc of his kingdome he will geve away. 

Ferrcx. 

To whom? 

Videna. 

Even to Porrex hit yonger fonne, 
Whofe growing pride I do (b fore fufpe&v 

That being railed to equall rule with thee, 

Mee thinkes I fee his envious ha* to fwell, 
Filled with difdaine and with ambiciojs hope, 
The end the goddes do know, whofe altars I 
Full oft have made in vaine of cartel (laiae, 
To fend the facred fmoke to heaven's throne, 
For thee my fonne, if thinges do fo ruccede, 
As jow my jelous mlnde mitdemeth fore, t 

Pcrrex*' 

Madam, leave care and carefull plaint for jncs 
Juft hath my father bene to every wight, 
His firft unjuftice he will not extend 
To me, I truft, that geve no caufe therof ; 
My brother's pride (hall hurt himfeife, not me. 

Videna* 

So graunt the Goddes : but yet thy father lb 
Hath firmely fixed his unmoved minde 
That plaintes and prayers can no whit availe, 
(For thofe have I aflaid) but even this day 
He will endevour to procure aflent 
Of all his counfell to his fonde devife. 

Ferrex* 

Their anceftors from race to race have borne 
True fayth to my forefathers ; and their feede : 
I trult they eke will bcare the like to me. 

Videna. 

There refteth all; but if they faile thereof, 
And if the end bring forth an ill fuccefle, 
, On them and theirs the mifchiefe (hall befall. 
And fo I pray the Goddes requite it them ; 

J Aoi 
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And fo they will, for fo is wont to be 
When lordes and trufted rulers under kinges* 
To pleafe the prefent taneie of the prince, 
With wrong tranfpofe the rourfe or governance* 
Murders, mifchiet, of civill fword at length, 
Or mutual treafon, or a juft revenge, 
When right fucceding line returnes again 
By Jove's juft judgement and defer ved wrath, 
Bringes them to cruell, and reprochfull deaths 
And rootes their names and kindredes from the earth* 

Ferrex* 

Mother, content you, you (hall fee the end* 

Videna. 

The end? thy end I feare : Jove end me firft ! 


ACTUS PRIMUS, SCENA SECUND*. 

V Gorboduc* Arofius. Philander '• Eubulus. fiJJL . 

V GorhoJuc. 

TVyJY lords, whofe grave ad vife and faith full aide 
J* 'A Have long upheld my honour and my rcalmep 
And brought me to this age from tender yeres, 
Guidyng lb great eltate with great renownc : . 
No we more imporreth mee than erft g to ufe 
Your fayth and wifdome whereb^yetj reigne % 
That when by death my life and rule, (ball ceafe, 
The kingdome yet may With unbroken courfe 
Have certayne prince, by whofe undoubted right 
Your wealth and peace may ftand in quiet flay : 
And eke thtft they w home nature hath preparde, 
In ttrue to take my place in princely feate? 
While in their father's tyme their pliant youth 
Yeldes to the frame of lkilfull governaunce, 
Maye fo be taught, and trayned in noble artcs, • • 
As what their fathers which have reigned before 
Have with great fame derived* downe to them, 
With honour they may leave irato their feede i , 

* erftl foraerlyyhcretof<»re« 
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PERREX AND PORRKX, xtj 

And not be thought for their unworthy life, 
And for their lawleife fwarvynge out of kinde, 
Worthy to lofe what la we and kind them gave ; 
But that they may preferve the common peace, 
(Thecaufe that firrt began and ftill mainteines, , 
The lyneall courfe of kinges inheritance) ~ •-*"" 

For me, for myne, for you, and for the ftate 
Whereof both I and you have charge and care. 
Thus do I meane to ufe your wonted fayth 
To me and myne, and to your native lande. 
My lordes, be playne without all wrie refpefr. 
Or poyfonous craft to fpeakein pleafyng wife, 
Left as the blame of yll fuccedyng thinges 
Shall light on you, fo light the harmes alio* 

Aroftus* 

Your good acceptance fo (molt noble king) 
Of tyche our faithfulnefle, as heretofore 
We have employed in dueties to your grace* 
And. to this real me whofe worthy head you are, 
Well proves that neyther you miftruii at all, 
Nor we fhall neede in boafting wife to (hewe 
Our trueth to you, nor yet our wakeful! care 
For you, for yours, and for our native lande. 
Wherefore (O kyng) I fpeake as one for all, 
Sithe all as one do beare you egall faith : 
Doubt not to ufe our counfelis and our aides 
Whofe honours, goods and lyves are whole avowed, 
To ferve, to ayde, and to defende your grace. 

Gorboduc, 

My lordes, I thanke you all. This is the cafe. 
Ye know, the Gods, who have the foveraigne care, 
For kings, for kingdomes, and for common weales, 
Gave me two fonnes in my more lufty age, 
Who nowe in my decayeng yeres are growen 
Well towardes ryper ilate of minde and itrength* 
To take in hande fome greater princclyteharge. 
As yet they lyve and fpende their hopefull daies 
With me and with their mother here in courte: 
Their age nowe alketh other place and trade, 
And myne alfo doth afke an other chaunge, 

Vol. I. H Thelrt 
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' Theirs to more travaile, myne to greater eafe. 
Whan fatall death fttall ende my mortall life, 
My purpofe is to leave unto them twaine, 
The real me divided in two fondry partes : 
The one, Ferrex myne elder fonne mail have, 
The other, mall the yonger Porrex rule. 
That both my purpofe may more firmely ftande, 
And eke that they may better rule their charge, 
„ I meane forthwith to place them in the fame; 
That in my life they may both leame 10 rule, 
And I may joy to ice their ruling well. 
This is, in fumme, what I would have ye wey : 
Firft whether ye ailowe 9 mv whole devile, 
And thinke it good for me, for them, for you, 
And for our countrey, mother of us all : 
And if ye tyke it, and alluwe it well, 
Then for their guydinge and their governaunce, 
Shew forth fuch meanes of circumQance, 
As ye think meete to be both k&owne and kept: 
Loc, this is all ; now tell me your advife. 

jiro/lus. 
And this is much, and afketh great advife ; 
But for my part, my foveraigne lord and fcyng, 
This do I thinke. Your majeftie doth know, 
How under you, in j nil ice and in peace, 
Great wealth and honour longewc have enjoyed, 
So as we cannot feeme with gredie mindes 
To wilhe for change of prince or governaunce; 
But if we lyke your purpofe and devife, 
Our lyking muft be deemed to proceede 
Of rightfull reafon, and of heedefull care, 
Not for oui felves, but for our common Hate : 
Sithe our owne ftate doth neede no better change. 
I thinke in all, as erlt your grace hath faide: 
Firlle when you (hall unlode your aged mynde 
Of hevye care and troubles manitclde, 

9 allow e~] i. e. approve. So, in King Lear, A. 2. 3. ^ 

" — if your fweet fway 

" Allow obedience." 
See Mr. Steevens's Note thereon. 
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And lave the fame upon my lordes your fonnes, 
Wbofe growing yeres may beare the burden long* 
And long I pray the Goddes to grdunt it fo : 
And in your lite while you (hall io beholde 
Their rule, their vertues, and their noble deedes, 
Suche as their kinde behighteth 10 to us all, 
Great be the profiles that fhall growe rnereof ; 
Your age in quiet (hall the longer lair, 
Your laiting a e fhal be their longer ilav. 
For cares or kynges, that rule as you have ruled, 
For publi que wealth, and not tor private joye, 
Do wafte mail ties lyre and haften crooked age, 
With furrowed facie, and with enfeebled Iy mines, 
To draw on creepyhg death a fwiftcr pace.' 
They two yet yong (hall beare the parted reigne 
With greater eafe than one, now olde, alone 
Can wclde the whole, for whom muche harder is 

Wi.h lellened ftrength the doubled weight to beare* u - 

Your eye, your counlell,.and the grave regarde - 
Of father, yea of fuch a farher's name, 
Now at beginning ot their fondred reigne, 
When is the hazarde of their whole iuccefle, 
Shall bridle fo their force of youthfull heates, 
And fo reftreine the rage of infolence, 
Which moil aflailes the yong and noble miudei, 
And (o fhall guide and rraine in tempred flay 

{/ Their yet gre ene b ending wittes with reverent awe, 

*" As now"tnured with vertues at the firlr, 

Cuftome (O king). (hall bring dellghtfulnefTe, 
By ufe of vertue, vice (hall grower in hate : 
But if you fo chfpofe it, that the daye 
Which ends your life (hall fir it begin their reigne* 
Great is the perill,"what will be theende, 
When fuch beginning of fuch liberties, 
Voide of fuch ltayes as in your life do lye, 

10 btbightttb'] i. e. promifeth. So Spenfcr, in hit Fairy Quttn, 8. 4. 
C« 1 1. S. 6. 

" And for his paines a whiftle him btbight, 

" That oC a fidxc'8 &cil jw wrought with rart delight," 
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■ - • • 

Shall leave them free to randon " of their will 
An open praie to traiterous flatter ie, 
The i^reatell pertiknce of noble youthe : 
Whiche peiill (hall bepaft, if in your life 
Their tempted yourbe wirh aged father's awe 
Be brought in ure ia of fkilfull tfayednefle, 
^ ml in your life their lives difpoftd fcr 
Shall length your noble life-in joyfulnefle: 
Thus thinkcj that your grace bath wilely thought, 
And that your tender care of common vveale 
Hath bred this thought, {o to divide your lande, 
And plant your fonnes to beare the prefent rule, 
While you yet live to fee their rulinge well, 
That you may longer lyve by joye therein. 
What furder meaues behovefull are and meete, 
At greater leifure may your grace devife, 
When all havefaid, and when we be agreed 
Jf this be belt, to part the real me in twaine, 
And place your fonnes in prefent governement : 
Whereof as I have plainely faid my myncle, 
So woulde 1 here the reft of ail my lordts, ^ 

Philander. 
In part 1 thinke as hath ben faide before : 
In parte agayne my minde is orherwiie. \ 
As for dividing of this realmc in twaine, 
And lotting out the fame in egall partes 
To either of my lordes your graces fonnes, 
That thinke I belt for this your realmes behofe, 
For profite and advaunecment of your fonnes, 
And for your comfort and your honour eks* 
But (o to place them while your life do lair, 
To yelde to them your royal! governaunce, 

11 randm\ To go without jmy reflraint. Randotmtr, Fr. 

* a in ur,e] JJrt. is an an old word, ligniVying habit 9 praitifc. Jt it ttffd 
by Sj>enfer and orfe^rs. So, inJEdvjani 11J. A. ^. S. i. 
u — — Ned, thou mult begin 
" Now to forget thy ftudy and thy books, 
" And ure thy fhaulJers to an armour's weight." 

Afcham's 7oxoj>biIuf y p. 87. Bennet's Edition : 

" What thing a man in tender age hath moft in urt t 
" That fame to death always to kepe he ihail be fure." . 
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To be above them onely in the name 

Of father* not in kingly ftate alfo, 

I thinke not good for you, for them, nor us. 

This kingdome finee the bloudie civill fielde 

13 Where Morgan flarne did yeld his conquered part 

Unto his cofin* fworde in Camberland, 

Conteineth all that whtlome did fuffice 

Three noble fonnes of your forefather Brute ; 

So your two fonnes it may fuffice alfo, 

The moe I4 the Itronger, if they gree in one : 

The fmaller compafle that the realme doth holde> 

The ealier ib the fwey thereof to wclde, 

The nearer juftice to the wronged poore, 

The fmaller charge, and yet ynoughe for one. 

And whan the region is divided fo 

That brethren be the lordes of either parte, 

Such ftrength doth nature knit betwene them both" 

I n fondrie bodies by conjoyned love, 

That not as two, but one of doubled force, 

Eche is to other as a fure defence : 

The nobleneflfe and glory of the one 

Doth (harpe the courage of the others mynde 

With vertuous en vie to conrende for praife. 

And fuch an eagalnefTe ** hath nature made 

Betweene the brethren of one father's feede, 

As an unkindly wrong it feemes to be, 

To throwe the brother fubjeel under feete 

Of him, whofe peere he is by courfe of kinde ; 

And nature that did make this egalnefle 

13 Where Morgan Jlaine did yeld his conquered part ; 

Unto his cojins Jzuotde in Cambcriand^\ See Geoffry of Mqnrnouth,* 
h. ii. c. 15. He is there called Margan, and is fa id to have been killed" 
by his brother Cunedagrus> in a conteit fimilar to the prefent between 
Ferrex and Porrex. 

x< * moe~\ u e. more.- The ancient way of ipeUing -and pronouncing this 
Word. 

_ *S egalnejfe] i. e. equality* So, in Erafmus's Praife of Folie> 1549,. 
Sign. "D : " And friendihip is never properly knitte, but. betweene men. 
u of egall eftate and condition." 

Kali's Chronicle^ Henry IV. p. 141 ** — a&rmyng farther, that- nt> 
*' kyng anointed of very dutiewas cither bound or obliged to anfwercaiiy 
" challenge but to his pere of ^//ntftate and e^uivolcnt dignitic." 
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Cfre fo rcpineth at fo great a vnoog, 
That ofe fl e tayferh up a ^i udginge griefe 
In yonget bethien at the elders tiate: 
Wherby loth t«.wne> ami kngdomes have been rafifd, 
And famous {tcckes < 1 recall blood dedruied ; 
Ti e brother that ft.ou»ce be 4he brothers ajde, 
And ha' e a wake full ore for his defence, 
Ci: pe- U»i hit death, ai d M* rre> the lym,eringyeres f 
Tha; d?a" not forth hisende with fifter courie; 
And, ot< imp;-cient ot fo longe c.eiayes, 
"With ha full daughter he j i events the fates, 
And It apes a iiilt icwa-de for brotheis bloode, 
With eudiefle icngeaume en his flocke for aye, 
guch tnifch ere* heieare wifely mette withall, 
If t gall {hue i ray nourilhe egall love, 
Whtie none hath caufe to grudge at others good, 
But nowe the head to ftpupe beheih them both, 
Ne kinde ne leaiun, ne pood ordre hearts. 
"And oft it hath ben feene whete nature's courfe . 
1 {lath ben perverted in difordered wile, 
When fathers t eafe to know that they (hould rule, 
Ai.d children cea'e to know they (hould obey. 
That often over kinc'ly renderneffe \ 
la mother Ot unkindly {tubfoineiIe,S 
1 fpeake not this in en vie or reproihe, 
As if I grudgded the glorie of your fonnes, 
W hole hoi of r I be lech the Goddes encreafe : 
JJor yet as it 1 thought there did remaine, 
So fl hie cankers in iheir noble breftes, 
Wi om I efteeme (which is their gteatett praife) 
Unroubied children of fi> good a kyng ; 
Onelie 1 meane to (hewe by certaine rules, 
Which kinde ha'h gratt within the mind of man, 
1 hat nature hath her ordre and her courfe, 
Which (being bu ken) doth corrupt the ftate t 
Of myrces and thi. <.es even in the bell of all. 
>)y lo>des, your fonncb, may leatne to rule of you, 
"Y« ur ov\ i.e example in your noble court e 
Is hueit guyder of their youthful yeares. 
It you titfire to fee tome yrefesu jpye 
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By fight of their well-rulynge in your lyfe, 
See them obey, fo frail you fee them rule : s 

fVVho fo obeyeth not with humblencfle 
Will rule with outrage and with infolence. 
f lionge may they rule I do befeche the Goddes, 
I But longe may they learne, ere they begyn to rule, 
If kinde and faces would futfre I would wiihe 
Them aged princes and immortal Jcinges : 
Wherfore, moft noble kynge, I well afient, 
Betwene your fonnes that >ot> divide your realme, 
And as in kinde r fo march them in degree. 
But while the Goddes prolong your royall life, 
Prolong your rergne, for therto ly ve you here, 
And therfore have the Goddes fo long forborne 
Tojoyneyou to themfelves, that ftili you might 
Be prince and father of our common weale : 
They when they fee your children ripe to rule, 
Will make themrourae, and will remove you hence, 
That yours in right eniuynge of your lite q 

May rightly honour your immortall name. A 

Eubulus. 
Your wonted true regarde or raithfull hartes 
Makes me (O kwige) the bolder jo prefume 
To fpeake what I conceive within my breft, 
Although the fame do not agree at all 
With that which tfher here my lord s have faid, 
Nor which yourrcffe have feemed Deft to iyke. 
Pardon I crave, and that my wordes be demed 
To flowe from bartie zeale unto your grace, 
And to th$ fefetie of your common weale. 
To parte your real me unto my lordes your fonnes 
I thinke not good for you, nevtt for them, 
But worite oLall for this our native lande : 
rWithin one lan3, one ficgle ruie is bell; 
I Divided reign es do make divided hartes, 
f But peace preierves rhe countrey and the prince, 
Suche is in man the gredy minde to reigne, 
Sotgreat is his defire to climbe alofte, 
It; worldly ttage the ftateiieft panes to beare, 
That faith and julticc and all kindly love 

H 4 Do 
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Do ycldc unto defire of foverai pontic, 
Where egall flate doth raife an egall hope 
To winne the thing that either wold attained 
Tour grace remembreth how in pafied yeres f v 
The mightie JSrute, firfr. prime of all this lande **, 
PoflpflTed the feme, and ruled it well in one ; 
He thinking that the compalfe did fuffice 
For his three Tonnes three kingdoms eke to make, 
Cut it in three, as you would now in twaine : 
But how much Britifh bloud hath (ince bene fpilr, 
To joyne againe the fondred unitie ! 
What princes flaine before their timely houre ! 
What wafte of townes arid people in the lande ! 
What treafons heaped on murders and on fpoiies ! 
Whofe juft revenge even yet is fcarcely ceafed, 
Rutheiull vemembraunce is yet rawe in minde* 
The Gods forbyd the like to chaunce againe ! 
And you (O king) geve not the caufe thereof. 
JVJy lord Ferrex your elder fonne, rJIrhappes 
Whome kinde and cuftome geves a rightrull hope 
T6 be your heire and to fuccede your reigne, 
Shall thinke that he doth fuller greater wronge 
Then be perchaunce will beare, if power fervej 
Porrex, the younger, fo upraifed in ftate, 
Perhappes in courage will be rayfed alfo ; 
Jf flatterie then, which fayles not to aflaiie ▲ 
The tendre mindes of yet unlkilfull youth, 
In one (hall kindle and encreafe difdaine, 
And en vie in the others harte enfiame ; 
This fire (hall wafte their love, their lives, their la,nd, 
And ruthefull mine (hall dcftroy them both* 
I wiih not this (O kyng) fo to befall, 
But feare the thing, that I do moil abhorre. 
( Geve no l>e ginning to fo dread full ende, 
1 Kepe them in order and obedience, 

And let them both by now obeying you, 
Learne iuch behaviour $s befeemes their ftate | 

*• The mlfrhtlt Bruu x firft prime of all this land] Sec Geoilry o/ 
Monmouth, book i. 
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The elder myldenefle in his governaunce, 

The yonger, a yekftng come n ted nefle : 

And kepe them neare unto your prefence ftill, 

That they, reilreyned by the awe of you, 

May live in compaffe or well-tempred ftaye, 

And paffe the perrillea of their youthfull yeares. 

Your aged life drawes on to febjer tyme, 

Wberin you (hall lefle able be to beare 

The travailes that in youth you hare fufteyned, 

JJoth in your perfon's and your realme's defence, 
/if planting now your fonnes in furder partes, 
/ Yod fende them furder from your prefent reach, 
| Lefle (hall you know how they themfeWes demesne e 
I Traiterous corrupters of their plyant youth 
Shall have uqfpied a muche more free acceflq : 
And if ambition, and inflamed difdaine ' 
6hall arme the one, the other, or them both, 
To civil I warre, or to u fur ping pride, 
]Late (hall you rue that you »e recked l7 before. . 
Good is I graunt of all to hope the belt, 
But not to live (till dreadletfe of the worth 
So trufle the one, that th'other be forfene, 
Arme not unfkiltVnHfc with princely pjwer# 
But you that long have wifely ruled the reynei 
Of royaltie within your noble realme, 
So holde them* while the Gods for our avayles 
Shall ftretch me thred of your prolonged dates. 
7\> (bone he chimbe into the flaming earre 
Whore want of fkill did let the earth on fire; 
Time and example of your noble grace, 
Shall teache your fonnes both to obey and rule J 
When time hath taught fhem, timefhall make them placc f 
The place that now is tuil ; and fo I pray- 
Long it remaine, to comfbrte of us all. 

I take your faithful harts in thankfull part; 
Put fithe I fee no caule to draw my ruinde, 
To feare the nature of my loving tonnes, 

V reded] See Note 33 to Tittered M Gijmunda f vol. II. p. 10J. 
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Or to mifderr.e that envie or difdaine, 
Can there worke hate, wbeic nature planteth love, 
In one ielfe purpofe do I it ill abide. 
My love ex»enduh egally to both, 
hly iande iuffii'eth for (hem both alio : 
H umber (hall parte the n arches of theyr realraea: 
The iotherne patte the elder (hall pofiede, 
The northern, (hall Poirtx the yonger rule: 
In quiet I will pafle mine aged dayes, 
Free from the truvaile and the painefull cares 
That haften age upon the worth ieft kinges. 
But left the fraude that ye do feeme to feare, 
Of flattening tongues, corrupt their tender youth 
And wrythe them to the wayes of youthful! luft, 
To climyng pride or to revenging hate, 
Or to neglecting of their caret Ull charge 
Lewdely to live in wanton reckleflhetie, 
Or to oppreffing of the rightfull caufe, 
Or not to wreke the wronges done to the poore, 
To treade downe truth, or favour falfe deceite, 
J meane to joyne to either of my formes, 
Some one ot thofe whofe long approved faith 
And wifdome tryed may well aflure my harte, 
That mynyn^ fraude (hall finde no way to crepe 
Into their »enfed eares with grave advife: 
This is the ende, and fo I pray you all . 

To beare my fonnes the love and loyaltie * 

That I have founde within your faithfuil bredes* 

Aroftus. 

You, nor your fonnes, our foveraign lord, (hall want 
Our faith and iervice while our lives do lad. 

C H O R US. 

When fettled (lay doth holde the royall throne, 
In ftedfalt place by knowen and doubrles right; 
And chieiciy when diLcuton one alone 
Makes (ingle and unparted reigne to light ; 
Ech chaunge of course unjoinrs the whole eftate 
And ycldes it thvall to ruine by debase. 

r i he ftren;th that knit by fafte accorde in one, 
Againft aU forreln power of toighiic foes, 

Could 
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Could of itfelfe de'end itfelfe alone, 
Disjoyned once, the former force doth lofe. 
The itickea, that fondred brake lb fooue in twaine, 
In taggot bounde atremp ed were in vaine. 

Ori lender minde that lcade? the pauiall eye 
Of erring pjrents in their childrens love, 
Deftroyes the wrongly loved childe therby : 
This doth the proud ionne of Apollo prove, 
Who, raihely let in chaiiot of his (i<e, 
Inflated the parched ta»th with heavens fire. 

And this great king rha' doth devioe his l.mde, 
And chaungethe coinfe of hisdikending cro.ney 
A^d yeldes the reigne into his c ildrcns hande, 
From blisful tUteot joy and great renowuc, 
A myrrour fhall become :o princes ail, 
To learne 10 ihuoue the cau:e or iuch a fall. 
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The Order and Signification of the DommeShew 

before tlic fecund A&e. 

firfi the muficke of cor net te* hc^an to playe, during which came m 
upon the 11 age a king ace mpanitd w'th a nombre of his nobilitie 
and g:nlicmi n* And at.e 1 h" bad placed hmfelf in a chasre ef 
efiate prepared tor him, then cam- and tneled before him a 
grave and aged gentleman* and of red up a cuppe unto him tf 
nxyne fa a g'ajje, which the kng rtfqied. After him comma a 
brave and luftie yon$ gen'lcman and prefeutes the king with -a 
cup ff gf'ldt jil : td with p'jfvn wl'iJj the k ; ng accepted, and 
drinhty the Jam? un;?nJ atcy fill dovene dead upon the jtage* 
and jo 'T'vii car y id tbt ce aivay by his I rdes and gentlemen, and 
tkfn \ tbf frufttke Gated Heieby was fign'fied^ that as glajfe by 
natu r e hoi e*h n" pn/'n, lw is ciere a\d may eafiiy bejeem 
through, t,e ifvwith by a»y art* ; f> a fythfull counfeliour hold* 
cth no treafon, but o y **yne and cp-en* w yeltlctb to ante undijcrite 
ajj'tl'-ny but jgevctb U»ufomc- cc unfit, wiich the y 11 advifed 
fj 'nee rcfu f-tb. *The d l^bijuti gM Jilted with poyfin betoken* 
eth Fie* »|v, wh'ch uvdtr fa ; rr feming of p eafaunt wordtt 
bear ah diady f$f in i wbub dcjlroyed the prince that receyveth 

it. 
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it. At befifll in the twio brethren, ferrex andporrex, who, rt- 
fifing tht holefome advi/e of grave counfdlour$ % credited thefe 
yifttg parafitfSf and brought to tbemjehes death and dtftrufiio* 

thirty, 

A C T U 9 ' II. 9CENA 1. 

Ferret. Herman. Dordan. 

Ferrex. 

IMERVAILE much what reafon ledde the king 
My father thus without all my defcrt 
To fete me balfe the kingdome, which by courfe 
Of lawe and nature ihouU rcmayne to me. 

Herfnon. 

If you with frubborne and untamed pryde 
Hfld flood againft him in rebelling wiie, 
Or if with grudging minde you had envied 
60 (low a ilidyng oi his aged yetes, 
Of fought before your time to hafte the courfe 
Of frttfll death upon h'ts toy all head, 
Of flained your ftockc with murder of your kyn ; 
Some face of reafon might perhaps have feemed, 
To yclde fome likely caufe to fpoyle ye thus* 

Ferrex. 

The wrekefut gods powre on my curfed head 
Eteraftil plagues an^ never dying woes: 
The belli ft prince adjudge my dampned ghoft 
To Ttnfales thirfte, or prouJe Ixions wheele ; 
Of cruel! gripe ■* to gnaw my growing hafte 
To duriflg tormtntes and unquenched flames ; 
If ever I coticeyved fo foule a thought, 
Tp wUhe his eude of life, or yet ot reigne. 

Dordan. 

Me yet your father (O moll noble prince) * 

Pid ever thinke fo fowle a thing of you ; 
For he with more than fathers tender love 
While yet the fates do lende him life to rule, 

" V*P*1 A grift vi agriflta, perhaps uf«l htre for a vulture. Sw 

(Who 
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(Who long might ly vc to fee your ruling well) 
To you my lorde, and to his other fonne, 
Lo he refignes his realme and royaltie, 
Which never would fo wife a prince have done, 
If he had once mifdemed that in. your harte 
There ever lodged fo unkinde a thoughr. 
But tendre love (my lorde) and fetled truite 
Or vour good nature, and your noble minde. 
Made him to place you thus in royall throne*. 
And now to geve you hair his realme to guide f 
Yea and that halfe which in abounding ftore 
Of things that ferve to make a welthy realme, 
In ftately cities and in frureful fbyle, 
In temperate breathing of the milder heaven, 
In things of nedefull ufe, which frendly fca 
Tranfportca by traffike from the forreine parte*, 
In flowing wealth, in honour and in force, 
Doth pafle the double value of the parte 
That Forrex hath allotted to his reigne : 
Such is your cafe, fucb is your father's lo?e# 

Ferrexp 

Ah love, my frends ? love wrongs not whom be toro* 

Dordan, 

Ne yet he wronger h you that geveth you 
So large a i eigne ere that the courie of time 
Bring you to ki&gdome by difcended righr, 
Which time pethaps might end your time before* 

Ferrex. 

Is this no wrong, fay you, to reave from me 
My native right ot halfe fo. great a realme, 
And thus to match his yonger fonzie with me 
In egall power, and in a? great degree f 
Yea an J what fonne ? the fonne whofe fwelling pride 
Woulde never yelde one poinie of reverence, 
Wheu I the eider and apparaunt heire 
Scoode in the likeiihode to poifefle the whole ; 
Yea and that fonne which from bis cbiidifti age 
Envieth myne honour, and doth hate my lite/ 
What will he now do r when his pride, his rage, 

* Tin 
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The mindfull malice or his gr dging harte 

Is armed with force, with wealth and kingly ftate ? 

Wat this not wrong t yea y 11 advifed wrong, 
To give (o mad a man lo iha»pe a fwoide, 
To fo great pe.ill of fo great mifTehappe, 
Wide open thus to fet id lar^e a waye ? 

Dor {Ian, 

Alas, my lord, what griefull thing is this 
That ot your brother you can thinke fo ill ? 
I never law him urter likelie figne 
Whereby a man might fee or once mi fdeme 
Such hare of you, nefuch uryelding piide: 
III U their counfell, fhamefud be their dide, 
That rayfing fuch mill ru ftr uil reaie in you, 
Sowing the leede of fuch unkindly hate, 
Travaiie by treafon to dtflroy you both. 
Wife is your brother and ot noble hope, 
Worthie tu welde a large and mighte real me, 
So muth a ftronget frende have you therby, 
Whole fire gth is your ftrength, if' you gree in one* 

Herm o/i. 

If nature and thejjoddes had pinched fo 
Their flowing bounrie and their nojle giftes 
Of prince Ue qualities from you, my lorde, 
And powrde them all at oi.es in wafifull wife 
Upon your fathers yonger fonne alone ; 
Perhaps there be that in your prejudice 
Wouid fjy that birth mould yeld to wonhinefe: 
But fithe in eche good girt and princelie arte ' 
Ye are his matche, and in the chiefe ot all 
In mildnelfe and in iobre govcrnaunce, 
Te tarre turmount ; and fiui there is in you 
Sufficing Iktll and noperull toward n tile, 
To weld the whole and match your elders prayfe ; 
I fee no caufe why ye mould loole the halre, 
Ne would i wiihe you yelde to iuch a loife, 
Lett your milder fufferauuee of fo great a wronge 
fie deemed comardilhe and fimple ureade : 
Which fball geve courage to the herie head 
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Of yonr yonge brother to invade the whole. 
While yet thertoie ftfckes in the peoples minde 
The iothed wrong of ypur difheritaunce, 
And tre your brother have by fettled power, 
By guiletull cloke of an alluring fhowe, 
Got him fome force and favour in the realme; 
And while the noble queene your mother lyves, 
To wotke and praiftife all for your availe, 
Attempt redretfe by arms, and wreake yourfelf 19 
Upon his lite that gayneth by jour loile, 

Who nowe to fhan e of you, and griefe of us, 

In your owne kingdome rriumpbes over you. 

Shew now your courage meete for kingly ftare, 

That they which have avowed to fpend theyr goodt* 

Their landes, their lives and honours in your caufe, 

May be the bolder to mainteyne youi parte 

When they do ice that cowarde tea re in you 

Shall not betray, ne faile their faith lull hartes. 

If once the death of P01 rex ende «be ftriie, 

And pay the price of his ufurped reigre, 

.Your mother fhall perfwade 1 he angry kyng, 

The lords your trends eke Ihall ap^eaie his rage, 

For they be wife and well they can for ice, 

That ere longe time your agtd fathers death 

Will brvng a time when you (hall well requite 

Their frundlie favour, or their hateful fpite, 

Yea, or their flacknetie to avaunce your caufe. . 
j u Wife men do not fo bang on paffing ft ate 
' 4< Of prefent princes, chieiely in their age, 
, " But they will fdrther call their reaching eye 
i •• To vie we and weye the times and reignes to come.* 

Ne is it likely though the king be wrothe, 

That he yet will, or that the realme will beare 

Extreme revenge upon his onely fonne ; 

Or if he woulde, what one is he that dare 

Be minifter to fuch an emerprife ? 

And here you be now placed in your owne, 

Amyd your frendes, your vaflalles and your ftrength, 

*• wrtakcyourfclf] i. e. revenge yourfelf. . 

We 
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We mail defende and kepe your perfon fafe, 
Till either counieli turne his tender minde, 
Or age or forrow endc his werie dayes. 
But if the Tea re of goddes, and fecret grudge 
Of natures law, repining at the fa&, 
Witholde your courage from fo great attempt : 
Know ye that lu(t of kingdomes hath no law, 
The goddes do beare and well allow in kinges 
The thinges that they abhorre in rafcaii routes. 
* *• When kinges on (lender quarrels runne to wfitres, 
## And then in cruell and unkindely wile 
44 Commaund thefres, rapes, murder of innocents, ; 

4t To fpuileof rownes, ruines of mighty realm*, 
** Thinke you fuch princes do fuppofe themfdvet 
11 Subjedr. to lawef of kinde and leare of gods i" 
Murders and violent rheftes in private men 
Are hainous crimes and full of foule reproch ; 
Yet none offence, but deckt with glorious name 
Of noble conqueftes in the handes of kinges* 
But if you like not yet fo bote devife, 
Ke lift to take luch vauntage of the time, 
But, though with perill of your olvne eftate, 
You will not be the fir ft that /hall invade, 
Affemble yet your force for your defence, 

And let your late tie (land upon your garde. J 

Dm dan. 

O heaven, was there ever heard or knowne, 
So wicked countcll to a noble prince ? 
Let me (my lord) difciofe unto your grace 
This hainous tale, what mifchiefe it contanes, 
Your fathers death, your brothers, and your owne, 
Your prefent murder and eternall lhame: 

Hcare me (O king) Mid fufler not to finke j 

80 high a ueaioQ in yoor princely brelh -y 

Fcrrcx. 

The mighty goddes forbid that ever I i 

Should once conceave fuch mifchiete in my hart ! 
Ah hough my brother hath bereft my realme, 

And beare pcrhappes to mean hatefull minde* ^ 

Shall t revenge it with his death therefore ? _ \ 

Or Jj 
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Or (ball I fo deftroy my father's life 

That gave me life? The gods, forbid, I fay ; 

Ceafe you to fpeake fo any more to me, 

Ne you my trend with anfwere once repeats 

So foule a tale* In filence let it dye : 

What lord or fubjed (hall have hope at all, 

That under me they fafety (hall enjoye 

Their goods, their honours, lahdes and liberties* 

With whom, neither one onely brother deare, 

Ne father dearer, could enjoye their lives r 

But fith, I feare my yonger brother's rage, 

And fith perhapes fpme other man may geve 

Some like advife, to rriovfc his grudging head 

At mine eftate : which counfell may perchaunce 

Take greater force with him, then this with me, 

I will in fecrete fo prepare myfelfe, 

As if his malice or his luft to r eigne, 

Breake forth in armes or fodeine violence 

I may withfiand his rage and keepe mine owne* 

Dordan. 
I feare the fatal time now dfaweth on, 

When civill hate (hall end the noble line 

Of famous Brute and of his rovall feeder 

Great Jove defend the mifchietes now at hand ! 

O that the fecretaries wife advife 

Had erft bene heard, when be befought the king 

Not to divide his land, nor fend his fonnes 

To further partes from prefence of his court, 

Ne yet to yelde to them his gdvernaunce* 

Lo fuch are they now in the royall throng 

As was raihe Phaeton in Phoebus carre : 

Ne then the fiery fledes did draw the flame 

With wilder rarjdon through the kindled ikies, 
i Than traitorous counfell now will whirle about 

The youthfull heades of thefe unikilfull kinges* 

But I hereof their father will enfofme, 

The reverence of him perhappes (hall day 

The growing mifchiefes, while they yet are greene ; 

If this helpe not, then woe unto themfelves, 
I The prince, the people, the divided land. 

c Vol. J. I ACTUS 
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Ptrrex. Tjmdar* Pkikmder* 

JrCrtTX* 

AND is it thus ? and doth he fb prepare 
Againft his brother as his mortall foe ? 
And now while yet his aged father lives? 
Neither regardcs he him F nor feares he roe ? 
Warre would he have ? and he ft all have it fo. 

Tyndar* 

I faw myfelfe the great prepared (lore 
Of horfe, of armour, and of weapons there, 
Ne bring I to my lord reported tales, 
Without the ground of feen and fearcbed troutb» 
Loe fecrete quarrells runne about his court, 
To bring the name of you my lorde in hate: 
Ech man almoft can now debate the caufe, 
And aike a reafon of fo great a wrong, 
Why he fo noble, and fo wife a prince, 
Is as unworthy reft his heritage. 
And why the king, miffeledde by craftie meanea, 
Divided thus his land from courfe of right r. 
The wifer fort holde downe their griefull heades, 
Eche man withdrawes from talke and company 
Of thofe that have bene knowne to favour you 
To hide the mifchiefe of their meaning there. 
Rumours are fpread of your preparing here. 
The rafcall numbers of unikilfull fort 
Are filled with monftrous tales of you and yours. 
In fecrete I was counfelled by my frendes 
To hall me thence, and brought you as you know 
Letters from thofe that both can truely tell, 
And would not write unlefle they knew it well. 

Philander. 

My lord, yet ere you move unkindly warre, 
Send to your brother to demaund the <caufe : 
Perfcappes fome traiterous tales have filled his eares 
With ralfc reportes againil your noble grace, 

Which 


fc E R R £ X AND PdRREX. ijr 

Which once difdofed (hall end the growing ftrife, 
That els not fhyed with wife forefigrir. iii time 
Shall hazarde both your kingdomes and your lives : - 

Send to your father dee, he fhall apfeafe 
Your kindled mindes, and rid you of this Feare* 

Porrex. 

Ridde me of feare ? I feare him not at all, 
Ne will to him, ne to my father fend : 
If danger were for one to tary there, 
Thinke ye it fafetre to returne agarne? 
In mifchiefes fuch as Ferrex now intendes, 
The wonted courteous lawes to meiTetrgers 
Are not obferved, which in juft warns they ufer 
Shall I fo hazard any one of mine ? 
Shall I betray my trufty frendes to him 
That hath difclofed his treafon unto me i 
Let him entreate that feares, I feare htm not: 
Or (hall I to the king my father fend f 
Yea and fend now while fuch a mother lives, 
That loves my brother and that hateth me ? 
Shall I geve leafure by my fonde delates . 
To Ferrex to opprefle me all unware ? 
I will not, but I will invade his realme 
And feeke the traitour prince within his court, 
Mifchiefe for mifchiefe is a due reward. 
His wretched head (hall pay the worthy price 
Of this his treafon and his hate to me* 
Shall I abide, and treate, and fend and pray, 
And holde my yelden throate to traitours knife ; 
While I with valiant mrnde and conquering force 
Might rid myfelfe of foes, and winne a realme ? 
Yet rather when I have the wretches head, 
Then to the king my father will I fend, 
The bootelefle cafe may yet appeafe his wrath : • 
If not, I will defend me as I may* 

Philander. 

Lo here the end of thefe two yoathful kings, 
The father's death, the ruine of their realmes, 
" O moft unhappy date of counsellors, 
" That light on to unhappy lordea and times, 
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" That neither can their good advife be heard, 
4 * Yet muft they beare the blames of ill fucccfle !* 
But I will to the king their father hade, . 
Ere this mifchiefe come to the likely end, 
That if the mindfull wrath of wrekefull gods* 
Since mightie Uions fall not yet appeafed 
"With thefe poore remnantes of the Trojan name 
Have not determin'd by unmoved fate 
Out of this realme to rafe the Brittiihe line, 
By good advife, by awe of father's name, 
By force of wifer lordes, this kindled hate 
May yet be quenched ere it confume us all. 

Chorus, 
When youth not bridled with a guiding flay 
Is left to randon of their owne delight, 

And welds whole realmes by force of foveraign fway, 

Great is the daunger of unmaiftred might, 

Left Ikillefle rage throwes downe with headlong fall 

Their lands, their ftates, their lives, themfelves and aU» 
When growing pride doth fill the fuelling breft, 

And gredy luft doth rayfe the climbing minde, 

Oh hardhe maye the nerill be repreft, 

Ne feare of angrie goddes, ne lawes kinde, 

Ne countries care can fired hartes reftrayne 

Whan force hath armed envie and difdaine. 

When kinges of forefette zd will negled the rede %t 

Of beft ad vile, and yelde to pleating tales, 

That do their fanfies noyfome humour feede, 

Ne reafon, nor regarde of right availes ; 

Succeding heapes of plagues ihall teach to late 

To learne the mifchiefes of mifcuided ftate. 

/^Fowle fall the traitour falfe that undermines 

QQie love of brethren to deftroye them both. 

Wo to the prince, that pliant eare enclynes 

And yeldes his minde to poyfonous tale that floweth 

From flattering mouth ; and woe to wretched land 

That wailes itfelfe with civill fworde in hande. 

*° firefttii} i. e. forefight. 

%x rcaijl u c advice. Sec Note 4a to Gammer GumttNttdk) vol. II. 
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/ Loe, thus it is, povfon in golde to take, 
vAnd holfome drinke in homely cuppe torfakc. 


The Order and Signification of the Domme 

Shewe before the thirde Aft. 

Firfti the muficke of flutes began to plays, during which came in 
upon the [flcige a company of mourners all clad in blacke, be- 
tokening death and Jbrowe to enfue upon the ill advijed mif- 
governement and dijcention qf&rctbrene, as befell upon the mur- 
der ofFerrexby hisyonger brother \ After the mourners had 
pajfed thtyfe about the Jiage, they departed^ and then the mu* 

' ficke ceqfed* . 

ACTUS TERTIUS. SCENA PRIMA. 
Gavboduc. Eubulus. Aroftus. Philander. Nuntius* 

Gorboducm 

r 

(\ CRUE]LL fetes, ,0 mindful wrath of goddes, 

^^ Whofe vengeance neither Si mo is ftayned ftreames 

Flowing with bloud of Trojan princes flaine, 

Nor Phrygian fieldes made ranck with corpfes dead 

Of Afian kinges and lordes can yet appcafe, 

Ne (laughter of unhappie Pryam's race, 

Nor Ilions fall made levell with the foile, 

Can yet fuffife: but fUll continued rage 

Purfues our lyvea, and from the fartheft feas 

Doth chafe the iflues of deftroied Troye. 

Oh no man happie till his ende be feene ! 

If any flowing wealth and feemyng joye 

In prefent yeres might make a happy wight, 

Happie was Hecuba, the wofulleit wretch 

That ever lyved to make a myrrour of, 

And happie Pryam with his noble fonnes, 

And happie I till nowe. Alas, I fee 

And feele my moll unhappie wretchedneffe : 

I 3 Beholds 
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Beholde, my lordes, read ye this letter here, • 

Loe it conteins the ruine of our realme, 

If timelie fpeede provide not haftie helpe. 

Yet, (O ye goddes,) if ever wofull kyng 

Might move ye, kings of kinges, wreke it on me 

And on my fonnes, not on this giltlefle realme. 

Send downe your wafting dames from wratbftfll trios* 

To reve me and my fonnes the hateful breath. . 

Read, read my lordes : this is the matter why 

I called, ye nowe, to have your good advyfe; 

The letter from Dor dan the counfeUour of the elder prince. 

■ » 

Eubulus readeth the letter. 

MY foveraigne lord, what I am loth to write 
But lotheii am to fee, that I am forced 
By letters nowe to make you undcrftande. t 
My lord Ferrex, your eldeft fonne, mifledde 
By traitorous fraude of yong untempred wtttes, * 

Aflembleth force agaynfi your yongfcr fonne, 
Ne can my counfell yet withdrawe the heate 
And furious panges of his enflamed head :' ' " • * 

Difdaine (faith he) of his difheritance, . " 

Armes him to wreke the great pretended wrong 
With civyll fword upon his brother's life: } 

If prefent helpe do not reftrane this rage, 
This flame will wait your fonnes, your land and you. 
/ Tour majefly s faitbfuH, and mo/t 

humble JubjeH Dofdaru 

Aroftus. V.^ 

O king, appeafe your griefe and ftay your plaint ; 
Great is the matter and a wofull cafe ; . • 
But timely knowledge .may bring timely belpe. 
Send for them both unto your prefence .here : 
The reverence of your honour, age, and flate* 
Your grave advice, the awe of father's name 
Shall quicklie knit agayne this broken peace : 
And if in either of my lordes your fonnes 
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Be fuche untamed arid unyelding pride 
As will not bende unto your noble heftes ** ; 
If Ferrex th* elder fonne can bear no peere, 
Or Porrex not content, afpires to more 
Than you Jiim gave above his native right ; 
Joyne with the jnfter fide, fo (hall you force 
Them to agree, and holde the hnde in ftay* 

■ Eubulus. 
What meaneth this ? loe yonder comes in haft • 
Philander from my lord your yonger fonne* 

Gorboduc. 
The goddes fende joyful newes ! 

Philander. 
The mightie Jove 
Preferve your majeftie, O noble kingj. 

Gorboduc. 
Philander, welcome : but how doth my fonne f 

"Philander. 
Your fonne, fir, lyves and heaithie I him left : 
But yet (O king) this want of luftfuU health 
Could not be halfe fo griefefull to your grace, 
As thefe mod wretched tidynges that I bryng. 

Gorboduc. 
O heavens, yet more ? no ende of woes to me ? 

Philander. 
Tyndar, O king, came lately from the court 
Of Ferrex, to my lord your yonger fonne, 
And made reporte of great prepared ltore 
For warre, and fayth that it is wholly meat. 
Agaynft Porrex, for high difdayne that he 
Lyves now a king and egall in degree 
With him, that claimeth to fuccede the whole* 
As by due title of difcending right : 
Porrex is now£ fo fet on flaming fire, 
Partely with kindled rage of cruell wrath, 
Partely with hope to gaine a realme th6reby f 
That he in haft prepareth to invade 

az befta ;} Commands. See Note 5 to Tancrcd and Gifmnda, vol. II. 
p. 163^ 
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His brother's land, and with unkindely warre 
Threatens the mustier of your elder fonne ; 
Ne could I him perfwade that firft he mould 
Send to his brother to demaunde the caufe : 
Nor yet to you to ftaie this hateful ftrife. 
tyherfore fith there no more I can be hearde, * 
1 come myfelfe now to enforme your grace, 
And to befeche you, as you love the life 
And fafetie of your children and your reajme. 
Now to employ yoijr wifdome and your force 
To ftayx this mifcfriefe ere it be to late. 

Gorboduc. 
Are they in armes ? would he not fende to me I 
Is this ^he honour of a father's name ? 
In vain we travaile to aiftvage their mindes, 
As if their hartes, whome neither brother's love, 
Nor father's awe,' nor kiqgdomes care can move, 
Our counfells could withdrawe from raging heat. 

Jove flay them both, and end the curfed line ! 
r or though perhappes feare of fuch mightie force 
As I, my lordes, joyned with your noble aides, 
Maye yet raife, (hall reprefle their prefent heate, 
Thfc fecret grudge and malice will remayne, 
The fire not quenched, but kept in clofe reftraint 
Fedde ftill within, breakes forth with double flame: 
Their death and myne muft peaze ** the angrie gods. 

Philander. 
Yelde not, O king, k much to weake difpeice ; 
Your fonnesyet lyve, and long I truft they (hall : 
If fates had taken you from earthly life, 
Before beginning of this ci-vyll ftrife ; 
Perhaps your fonnes, in their unmaiftered youth, 
Loofe from regarde of any lyving wight, 
Would runne on headlong, with unbridled race 
To their owne death and mine of this realme ; 
f But fith the gods that have the care forjeinges, 
*Of thinges and times difpofe the order fo 
That in your life this kindled flame breakes forth, 
While yet your lyfe, your wifdome and your powef 
$by ftay the growing mifebiefe, and reprefle 

** ptmxe\ i. f . t^peafe. S. 
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The fcrie blaze of their inkindled beate ; 
It feemes, and fo ye ought to deeme thereof, . 
That lovyng Jove hath tempred fo the time 
Of this debate to happen in your dayes, 
That you yet ly ving may the fame appeaze, 
And adde it to the glory of your age *\ 
And they your formes may learne to live in peace, 
Beware (O king) the greateft harme of all, 
Left by your waylefull plaints your haftened death. 
Yelde large roume unto their growing rage; 
Preferve your life, the ohely hope offtay 2 
And if your highnes herein lift to ufe 
Wifdorae or force, counfell or knightly aide : N 

Loe we, our perfons, powers, and ly ves are yours ; 
Life us tyll death, O king, we are your ovvne,, 

Eubulus. 
Loe here the perill that was erft forefene, 
When you (O king) did firft devide your lande, 
And yelde your prefent reigne unto your fonnet* 
But now (O noble prince) now is no time 
To waile and plaine, and waft your wofull life, . 
Now is the time for prefent good advife, 
Sorow doth darke the judgement of the wytte ; 
44 The hart unbroken and the courage free 
♦* From feble faintenefle of booteleue defpeirfc- 
** Doth either ryfe to fafetie or renowne, 
44 By noble valure of unvanquiftit minde, 
* 4 Or yet doth periftie in more happy fort.* 
Your grace may fend to either of your fonnes 
Some one both wife and noble perfonage, 
Which with good counfell and with weightie name 
Of father (hall prefent before their eyes 
Your heft, your life, your fafetie, and tbeir owne; 
The prefent mifchiefe of their deadly ftriie, 
And in the while alterable you the force 
Which yourcommaundement and the fpedy haft 
Of all my lordes here prefent can prepare : 
The terrour of your mightie power mall ftaye 
The rage of both, or yet of one at left* 

*4 your itge] The fecond and third editions read, your latttragt* The 
t^terttUn by Mr. Spencf* 
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Ntmttus. 
. O king, the groteft griefe that ever prince dyd heare, 
That ever wofull meflenger did tell, 
That ever wretched land hath fene before 
I bryng to you. Porrex your yanger Tonne 
With foden force invaded hath the lande 
That you to Ferrex did allotte to rule : * 
And with his owne mod bloudy hand he hath 
His brother llaine, and doth poflefle his realme. 

Gorboduc. 

O heavens fend down the flames of your revenge ! 
Deftroy, I fay, with flafh of wreakefullSier 
The traitour fonne, and then the wretched fire. 
But let us go, that yet perhappes I may 
Die with revenge, and peaze the hatefull gods. 

Chorus* 

The luft of kingdome knowes no facred faiths 
No rule of reafon, no regarde of right, ' 
No kindely. love, no feare of heaven's wrath. 
But with contempt of goddes, and man'3 defpire, 
Through blodie (laughter doth prepare the waies, 
To fatall fcepter and accurfed reigne. 
The fonne fo lothes,tbe father's lingering dates, 
Ne dreades his hand In brother's blode X6 ltaine. 
O wretched prince,- he doft thou yet recorde 
The yet frelh murthers done within the lande 
Of thy forefathers, when the cruell fworde 
* 4 Bereft Morgan his life with cofyn's hand? 
Thus fatall plagues porfue the glide race, 
Whoie murderous hand, imbrued with giltlefle blood f 
Aftes vengeance ftill before the heavens face, 
With endiefle mifchiefes-on the curfed broode. 
The wicked childe thus bringes to wofull fire 
The mournefull plaintes to waft his very life : 
Thus do the cruell flames of civyll fier 
Deftroy the parted reigne with hatefull ftrife. 
And hence doth Spring the well from which doth flow, 
The dead black ftreames of mourning, plaints and woe. 

"*♦ Bereft Morgan bis fife % &c] "Sec p. 1x7. 
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The Order and Signification of the DommeShcw 

before the Fourth Aft. 

« * 

Firfi the mufick ■ of howeboies began to playe, during which there, 
came from under tbejlage, as though out of hcu y three Juries^ 
AlcBo, Megera y and Ctifiphonc y clad in blacke garmentcs Jprink- m 
led with Jdoud. and flames, their bodies girt with /hakes, their 
beds fprea*ooitb ferpentes inftead qf.heire, the one bearing in 
her hand a fnake, the other a whip, and the third a burning 
firebrand', ccb> driving before them a king and a qusenc, which, 
moved by furies unnaturally had flaine their owne children. 
The names of the kings and queenes were thefe, Tantalus, Medea^ 
Athamas, Ino 9 Cambifes, Althea; after that the furies ana; 
thefe had faffed about the fldgc thrife, they departed, and than 
the mufick ceafed: hereby was fignified the unnaturaU murders to 
follow, that is tdfqy, Porrex flaine by his owne mother • and of 
king Gorboducy and queen Videna y killed by thteir owne febj efts. 

ACTUS QUARTUS. SCENA PRIMA. 

Videnafola*- 

WHY fhouM I lyve and linger forth my time 
In longer life to double my diftrefle? 
O me mod wofull wight ! whome no mifhappe 
Long ere this day could have bereved hence. 
Mo ugh t not thefe handes by fortune or by fate 
t Have perft this breir, and life with iron reft ; 
Or in this palace here where I fo long 

Have fpent my daies, could not that happie houre ' ' 

Once, once have hapt in which thefe hugie frames 
With death by fall might have oppreffed me ; ' 
Or mould not this moil: hard and cruell foile, 
So oft where I have preft my wretched (reps* 
Some time had ruthe of myne accurfed life, 
To rende in twayne and fwallow me therein. 
So had my bones poflefled now in peace 
Their happie grave within the dofed grounde, 

And 
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And greadie wormes had gnaweh this pyned hart 
Wkhout my feeling payne i fo mould not novr 
This lyving breft retnayne the ruth full tombe 
Wherin my hart yclden to death is graved ; 
Nor driery thoughts with panges ofpinlng griefe 
My dolefull minde had not affiled thus* 
O my beloved ibnne, O my fwete childe, 
v My deare Ferrex, my joyc, my ly ves delight ! 
Is my beloved fonne, is my fweere childe, 
. My deare Ferrex, my joye, my ly ves delight. 
Murdred with crucll death f O hatefull wretch, 
O hey nous traitour both to heaven and earth. 
Thou Porrex, thou this damned dede had wrought, 
Thou Porrex, thou (halt dearly bye %i the fame. 
Traitour to kinne and kinde, to fire and me, 
To thine owne flefhe, and traitour to tbyfelf, 
The Gods on thee in hell (hall wreke their wrath, 
And here in earth this hand ihall take revenge 
On thee Porrex, thou falfe and caitife wight. 
If after bloud fo eigre were thy thirft * 
And- murderous minde had fo poflefled thee, 
If fuch hard hart of rocke and ftonie flint 
Lived in thy breft, that nothing els could like 
Thy cruel tyrantes thought but death and blood, 
"Wilde favage beafts mouglrt not their (laughter ferve, 
To fede thy greedie will, and in the middefr. 
Of their entrailes to ftaine thy deadly handes 
With blood deferred, and drinke thereof thy fill : 
Or if nought els but. death and bloud of man 
Mought gleafe thy lull, could none in Brittaine land, 
Whole hart betorne out of his panting breft 
With thine owne hand, or worke what death thou wouldft, 
Suffice to make a facritice to peaze 
That deadly minde and murderous thought in thee, 
But he who in the felfe fame wombe wa6 wrapped, 
Where thou in difmall hower received^ life ? 
Or if nedes, nedes thy hand mud (laughter make, 
Moughteft thou not have reached a mortall wound, 
And with thy fword have pearled this curfed wombe 

*S by*] aby. Sec Note n to George a Green, vol. III. p. a 6. 
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That the, accurfed Porrex, brought to light, 
And geven roe a jufl reward therefore ? 
So, Ferrex, yet fweet life mought have enjoyed 
And to his aged father comfort brought, 
With fome yong fonne in whom they both might live. 
But whereunco wade I this ruthfull fpeche 
To thee that haft thy brother's bloud thus ihed ? 
/Shall I ftill thinke that from this wqmbe thou fprong? . 
/ That I thee bare ? or take thee for my fonne ? 
I No traitour, no ; I thee refute for mine : ^ 

^Murderer, I thee renounce, thou art not mine. ,- 
/ Never, O wretch, this wombe conceived thee, - 
t ** Nor never bode 1 painfull throwes for thee : 
* Changeling to me thou art, and not my childe, ♦ 

Nor to no wight that fpark of pitie knew* , 

Ruthelefle unkinde, monfler of natures worke, 
* 7 Thou never fuckt the milke of woman's brefi, 
But from thy birth the cruell tigers teates x 

Have nurfed thee, nor yet of flefiie and bloud 
Formde is thy hart, but 6f hard iron wrought ; 
And wilde and defert woods bredde thee to life* 
But canft thou hope to fcape my jufl revenge r* 
Or that thefe hands will not be wrooke z8 on thee t 
Doeft thou not know that Ferrex mother lives 
That loved him more dearly than herfelfe ? <n 

And doth fhe live, and is not venged on thee ? * s> 

** Nor never bode I, Sec] Bode, from the verb to tide* S. 
*7 Thou never fuckt the milk of woman's brefiy &c.J 

Nee tiki diva parens, generis nee Dardanus au&orj 

Perfidc, fed duris genuic te cautibus horrens 

Caucafus, Hyrcansque admorunt ubera tigres. Virgil^ 

%% wrooke] Revenged, from the verb to wreake* S. 
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ACTUS QUART US, SCEttA S-EfcU&DA. 

Gerhediic. Ar^lus. Euiulut Ptrrau Marcella. 

Gorboduc. 

• • 

TXTE marvell much wherto this lingring Hay 
*^ Falles out fo long: Porrex unto our .courts 
By order of our letters is returned ; 
And Eubulus receaved from us byheft, 
At his arrivall heere to geve hini charge 
Before our prefence ftraight to make repair*, . 
And yet we have no worae whereof he ftayes« , 

jiroftus* 
Lo where he commes, and Eubulus with him. 

Eubulus* 

According to your highnefle heft to me 
Here have I Porrex brought even in fuch fort 
As from his weried horfe he did aHgbt, 
For that your, grace did will fuch hail therein* 

Gorbaduc, 

We like and praife this fpedy will in you. 
To worke the thing that to your charge we gave* 
Porrex, if we fo farre fhould fwarve from kiade, 
And from thofe boundes which lawes of nature fets a 
As thou had done by vile and wretched deede 
In cruell murder of thy brother's life, 
Our pre fen £ hand could flay no longer time, 
But ftraight fhould bathe this blade in bloud of thee. 
As juil revenge of thy detefted crime. 
Nor we ffiould not offend the lawe of l^inde 
If now this fword of ours did flay thee here : 
For thou haft murdered him, whofe henious death 
Even nature's force doth move us to revenge 
By bloud againe : and juflice forceth us . 
To meafure death for death, thy due defert : 
Yet fithens thou art our childe, and fith as yet, 
In this hard cafe what worde thou canft alledge 
For thy defence by us hath not bene heard. 
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We arc content to ftayc out mil for that ' \ 

Which juftice biddes ub ptefently to wttrke : 
And gevc thee leave to ufe thy fpeche at full, 
If ought thou hare to lay for thine excufe. 

Portex. ♦ \ 

Neither, O king, I can or will danle '1 

But that this hand from Ferrex life hath reft : 
Which fad how much my doleful! hart doth waile, 
Oh would it m ought as hill appease to fight 
As inward griefe wottfd poure it forth te me ; v 
So yet perhappes if ever ruthefull hart 
Melting in teares within a manly breft, 
Through depe repentance of his bloudy fec>, 
If ever grim, if ever wofull man 
Might move regreite wkh forrowe of his faulte, 
I thmke the torment of my moumefull cafe 
Knowen to your grace, at I do feele the fame, \ 

Would force even wrath herfelfe to pitie me, k 

But as the water troubled with the mudde 
Shewes not the face which els the eye mould fee ; 
Even fo your irefull minde with birred thought, 
Cannot fo perfectly djffeerne my caufe : 

But this unhappe, amongft fo many heapes 

I mu(l content me with, moft wretched man, 

That to myfelfe I muft referve my woe 

In pining thoughtes of mine accurfed facl : 

Since I may not (hewe my fmalleft griefe, 

Such as it is, and as my bred endures, 

Which I efteeme the grcateir. miferie 

Of all mifhehappes that fortune now can fend. 

Not that I reft in hope with plaint and teares 

Tapurchafe life : for to the Gods I clepe ** 

For true recorde of this my faithful! fpeche, 

Never this hart {hall have the thoughtfull dread 

To dye the death that by your graces dome 

By juft defert (hall be pronounced to me : 

Nor never fliall this tongue once fpehd the fpeche, 

Pardon to crave, or feeke by fute to live : 

*9 J elepe] I calL See Note 5 to Grim the QtUitr ofCroydsn, voL XL 
p. 190. / 

I meane 



t44 FER RE X AND PORREXi 

I meane not this as though I were not amende 
With car$ of dreadfuil death, or that I hclde 
Life in contempt : but that I know, the minde 
Stoupes to no dread, although the flefh be frailej 
And for my gilt, I yelde the fame fo great 
As in myfelfe I firid a fear to fue ^ 

For graunt of life* 

Gorhoduc* 

In vaine, wretch thpu iheweft 
A wofutl hart ; Ferrex now lyes in grave* 
Slaine by thy hand. 

Ptrrex* 

Yet this, O father, heare : 
And then I end : Your majeftie well knows, 
That when my brother Ferrex and my felfe 
By your owne heft were joyned in governaunce 
Of this your grace's realme of Briftaine land* 
I never fought, nor travailled for the fame : 
Nor by my felfe, nor by no frend I wrought 9 
But from your higbneffe will alone it fprong* 
Of your moft gracious goodnene bent to me; 
But how my brother's hart even then repined, 
With fwollen difdaine againil mine egalf rule, 
Seeing that realme, which by difcent mould grow 
Wholly to him, allotted halfe to me ; 
Even in your highnefle court he now remaines. 
And with my brother then in neareft place 
Who can recorde : what proofe therof was ihewde 
And how my brother's envious hart appearde i 
Yet I that judged it my parte to feeke 
His favour and good will* and loth to make 
Your highnefle know the thing which mould have .brought 
Grief to your grace, and your offence to him, 
Hoping my earneft fute fhould foone have wonno 
A loving hart within a brother's breft, 
Wrought in that fort, that, for a pledge of love 
And faithfull hart, he gave to me his hand. 
This made me thinke, that he had baniiht quite 
All rancour from his thought, and bare to me 
Such hartie love, as I did owe to him : 
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iSut after once we left your graces court . . ^ . 

And from your highneffe prefence lived apart, 

This egali rule flill, Hill, did grudge him {04 

That now thofe envious fparkes which erft lay rated . . _ 

In living cinders of disenabling breii, i 

Kindled fo farre within his hart difdaine* 
That longer cbuld he not refraihe from proofc 
Of fecrete pra&ife to deprive me life 
By poyfon's force, and had bereft me fo, ... 
If mine owne iervant hired to this fa&$ 
And moved by trout h with to work the fame* 
In time had not bewrayed it unto me. 
Whan thus I fawe the knot of love unknitte, 
All honeft league and faithfull promife broke, 
The law of kinde and trouth thus rent -in twaine, 
.His hart on mifchiefe fet* and in his bred 
Black treaibn hid ; then, then did I defpeire 
That ever time could winne him rrend to me, 
30 Then faw I how he fmiled with flaying knife 
'Wrapped under cioke, then faw I depe deceite 
Lurke in his face and death prepared for me* 
Even nature moved me then to holde my life 
More deare to me then his* and bad this hand* 
(Since by his life my death mud nedes enfue 
And by his death my life mote be prefer ved,) 
To (lied his bloud, and feeke my faferie fo* 
And wifdome willed me without protra£t 31 
In fpeedie wife to put the fame in ure 3Z . 
Thus have I tolde the caufe that moved me 
To wor<ce my brother's death, and fo I yeid 
My life, my death, to judgement of your grace* ^ 

Gorboduc, 
Oh cruell wight, (hould any caufe prevaile 
To make thee fiaine thy hands with brother's bloud ? 

r 

30 Then Jaw I haw htftnlkd ivithjldylng knife 

Wrapped under clcke,] This image is from Chaucer's Knight' i Tale, 
y. 2000. Tyrwhitt's Edition : 

« The fitiiler with the kriif under the cloke." S. 
3» frotraft] i. e. delay. S. 
3* ure.']. See p. 116. 
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But what of thee we wiU refolve to doc. 
Shall yet remain* unknowen. Thou in the meaae 
Shalt from our royail prefence banilht be, 
Untill our princely pleafure furder (hall 
To thee be (hewed. Depart therefore our fight, 
Accurfed childe. What cruel defienie, 
What froward fate hath forted us this chaunce ** ; 
That even in thofe, where we (hould comfort find, 
Where our delight now in our aged dayes 
Should reit and be, even there our only griefe 
And depeft forrowes to abridge bur life, 
Moft pyning cares and deadly thoughts do grow t 

Ariftus. 
\ Your grace (hould now in thefe grave yeres of your* 
/ Have found ere this the price of mortall joyes, 
I How (hort they be, how fading here in earth, 
f How full of change, how brittle our eftate, 
\ Of nothing fure, (ave onely of the death, 
V To whom both man and all the world doth owe 
/ Their end at laft ; neither (hould nature's power 
: In other forte againft your hart prevaile, 
i Then as the naked hand whofe llroke afiayes 
The armed breft where force doth light in vainfe 

Gorboduc. 
* Many can yelde right fage and grave advice 
• Of patient fprite to others wrapped in woe, 
And can in fpeche both rule and conquere kinde, 
Who, if by proofe they might feele nature's force, 
Would (hew themfelves men as they are indede, 
Which now wil needes be gods : but what doth mean* 
The fory chert of her that here doth come? 

Marcell*. 
Oh where is ruth ? or where is pitie how t 
Whether is gentle hart and mercy fled? 
Are they exiled out of our ftony breftes, 
Never to make retufne ? is all the world 
Drowned in bloud, and foncke in crueltie? 
If not in women mercy may be found, 

33 forud us this <bmstf\ i. c chrfea oiti for ft*. % 
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If not (alas) within the mother's breft 
To her owne childe, to her owne flefh and bloud ; 
IFruthe be baniflied thence, if pitie there 
May have no place, if there no gentle hart 
Do live and dwell, where {hould we feeke it then ? 

Gorboduc, 

Madame {alas), what meanes your wofull tale ? 

Mdrcetfa. 

O filly Wortian I i why to this houre 
tiave kinde and fortune thus deferred my breath; • 
That I (hould live to fee this dolefull day ) 
Will ever wight beleve that fuch hard hart 
Could reft within the cruell mother's breft, 
Whit her owne hand to flaye her onely fonne ? 
jjut out (alas) thefe eyes behelde the lame; 
They faw the driery fight, and are become 
Moft ruthefull recordes of the bloody fafo 
Porrex (alas) is by his mother ilaine, ' 

And with her hand a wotull thing to tell, 
While flumbring on his carefull bed he redes* 
His hart ftabde in with knife is reft of life. 

Gorbodnc. 

O Eubulus; oh draw this fword of burs, 
And pearce this hart with fpeed ! O hateful! light* 
O loathfome life, O fweere and welcome death $ 
Deare Eubulus, worke this we thee befech ! 

Eubulus. 

Pacieht your grace 3 *, perhappe* he liveth yct^ 
With wound receaved but not or certatne death* 

Gorboduc* 

O let til then repayre unto the place, 
And fee if Porrex live, or thus be Ilaine. 

Marceltd. * 

Alas', he liveth not, it is to true, 
^That with thefe eyes, of him a perelefle prince, 

34 Paclent your gract] Compbft yourfelf. This Terb is ufed In Titus 
tfrnfronicus, A. 1. S. 2. ' 

Patient yourfdf, madam, and pardon irte. . 
See other iaftances in Mr. Stecvens's Note on this paflage* 

K * Sonne 


i 4 8 FERREX AND PORREX, 

Sonne to a king, and in the flower of youth, 
Even with a twinke iS a fenfelelfe ftocke I few* 

Arojlus. 

O damned deede! 

Marcella. 

But heare hys ru the full end. 
The noble prince, pearft with .the fodeine wound, 
Out of his wretched flumber haftely ftart, 
Whofe ftrength now fayling flraight he overthrew, 
When in the fall his eyes even now unclofed 
Behelde the queene, and cryed to her for helpe; 
We then, alas, the ladies which that time . 
Did there attend, feing that heynous deede, 
And hearing him oft call the wretched name 
Of mother, and to crye to her for aide, 
Whole direfull hand gave him the mortall wound, 
Pitying (alas) (for nought els could we do) 
His ruthefull end, ranne to the wofull bedde, 
Difpoyled flraight his brefl, and all we might 
Wiped in vaine with napkins next at hand, 
The fodeine ftreames of bloud that fluflied raft 
Out of the gaping wound : O what a looke, 
O what a ruthefull ftedfaft eye me thought 
He fixt upon my face, which to my death 
Will never part from me, when with a braide ** 
A deepe fet figh 7 * he gave, and therewithall 
Clafping his handes, to heaven he caft his fight, 

35 Even with a tiuinki] L c. the twinkling of an eye. See The Tamihg 
of the Shrew. S. 

3* when with a braide] A braide was a ftart or a motion of the head, 
occafioned by pain, uneannefs', or affright. It is a word ufed by Chancer, 
in 7 he Legende of Dido, Ver. 239 J 

" This noble quene unto her reft ywent, 
- " She fighed fore, and gon herfelf to tourmenr, 
" She walketh, waloweth, and made many braied 
u As doen thefe lovers, as I have herd faied." 
Scogin's Jeftty p. 10. " The woman, being afraid, gave * braid with 
u her head, and ran her away. 1 ' 

37 a deep fet figh'] i. e. a deep fetched figh. See Note 73 to Garhmtr 
Gurm'i Needle, vol. II, p. $o* 

And 
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And (freight pale death prefling within his face 

The flying gh,o# his mortal! corpes forfooke. 

Artfius* 
Never did age bring forth fo yile a fac"h 

> Marcclla. 

O bard and cruel happe, that thus afligned \ 

Unto fb worthy a wight ib wretched end : 

But moft hard cruel! hart that could confent 

To lend the hatefull deftenies that hand, 

By which, alas, fb heynous crime was wrought* 

O queen of adamant, O marble breft, 

If not the favour of his comely face, 

If not his princely chere and countenance, 

His valiant active armes, his manly brett, \ 

If not his faire and feemely perfonage, 

His noble liinmes in fuch proportion cafr, 

As would have wrapt a fillie woman's thought ; 

If this mought not have moved thy bloodie hart, 

And that moll cruell hand the wretched weapon 

Even to let fall, and kifle him in the face, 

With teares for ruthe to reave fuch one by death ; 

Should nature yet confent to flay her fonne ? 

O mother, thou to murder thus thy childe ! 

Even Jove with juftice muft with lightning flames 
From heaven fend downe fome ftrange revenge on thee. 
Ah, noble prince, how oft 'have I behelde 
Thee mounted on thy fierce and trampling ilede, 
Shining in armour bright before the tilt, 
3 s And with thy miftreffe fleve tied on thy helme, 
And charge thy ftaffe, to pleafe thy ladies eye, 
That bowed the head peece of thy frendly foe ! 
How oft in armes on horfe to bend the mace, 
How oft in armes on foot to breake the fworde, 
Which never now thefe eyes may fee againe ! 

Aroftus* 
Madame, alas, in vaine thefe plaints are (lied, 
Rather with me depart, and helpe to fwage 

3 s And with thy miftrefle fleve tird an thy helme] See Extr&ft from 
Hall's Chronicle j quoted in Note 33 to Alexander and CamhciJJ>e f vol. II. 
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The thoughtfull gricfes that in the aged king 
Muft needes by nature growe by death of this 
His onely fonne, whorae he did holde fo deare. 

Marcella. 
What wight is that which fawe that I did fee, 
And could refraine to*waile with plaint and tearesi 
Not I, alas, that hart is not in me ; 
•But let us. go, for I am greved anewe, 
To call to minde the wretched father's woe* 

Chorus. 
When gredy luft in royall feate to reigne 
Hath reft all care of goddes and eke of men ; 
And cruell hart, wrath, treafon, and difdainp, 
Within ambicious bred are lodged ; then 
Beholde how mifchiefe wide her felfe difphwes. 
And with the brother's hand the brother flayes. 

When bloud thus ihed doth ftaine the heavens face, 
Crying to Jove for vengeance of the deede, 
The mightie God even m veth from his place 
With wrath to wreke, then fendes he fqrth with fpedej 
The dreadfull furies, daughters of the night, 
With ferpentes girt, carving the whip of ire, 
With heare of flinging inakes, and ihining bright 
With flames and bloud, and with a brand of lire ; 
Thefe for revenge of wretched murder done, 
Po make the mother kill her onely fonne. 

Blood afketh blood, and death mud death requite ; 
Jove by his juft and everlafting dome 
tuflly hath ever fo requited ir. 
This times before recorde, and times to come 
Shall finde it true, and fo doth pre fen t proofe 
Prefent before our eyes for our behoofe. 

O happy wight that fuffres not the fnare 
f)f murderous minde to tangle him. in blood* 
I And happy he that can in time beware 
I By others harmes, and turne it to his good* 
But wo to him that, fearing not to ofiend, 
Doth ferve his luft, and will not fee the end. 
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The Order and Signification of the Dommc Shear 

before the fifth Aft, 

Firfi the drommet andfiuites began to found, during which fhert 
came forth upon the ftage a company of hargabuJUrs and of 
armed men all in order of battaik. Thefe^ after their peects 
* difcharged, and that the armed men had three times marched 
about- the ftage^ ■ departed t and then the drommes and Jluits did 
ceafe. Hereby was fignified tumults^ rebellions, armes, and civil 
warres to follow, as fell in the realme of Great JBrtttayne 9 
which by thefpace of fiftie yeares and more continued in civijl 
warre betweneihe noUlitie after the death of king Gorboduo,and 
ef his i/fiees, for want of certqyne limitation in fuccejion of the 
€rowne y till the time of Dunwallo Molmufius, who reduced the 
•land to monarchic 

ACTUS QUINTU& SCENA PRIMA. 

Clotyn. Mandud. Gwenard. .Fergus. Eubulus f 

Gotyn* 

TT% I D ever age bring forth fuch tyrant harts ? 
A-J The brother hath bereft the brother's life ; 
The mother (he hath died her cruell handes 
In bloud of her owne fonne ; and now at laft 
The people loe forgetting trouth and love, 
Contemning quite both law and loyall hart, 
Even they have flaine their foveraigne lord and queene? 

Mandud, 
Shall this their traitorous crime unpunished reft i 
Even yet they ceafe not, caryed on with rage. 
In their rebellious routes, to threaten £1111 
A new bloud flied unto the prince's kinne 
To flay them all, and to uproote the race 
Both of the king and queene, fo are they moved 
With Porrex death, wherin they falfely charge 
The gikleffe king without defert all ; 
And traitoroudy have murdered him therfore, 
fad eke the queene. 
. * ■ ' - K \ Gwcnard* m 
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Gwenard* 
. Shall fubjedes dare with force 
To worke revenge upon their princes raft ? 
Admit the worft that may, as lure in this 
*X\m deede was fowle, the queene to flaye her fonne : 
Shall yet the fubject-feeke to take the fworde ? 
Arife agayoft his lord, and (Jaye his king? 

wretched date where thofe rebellious hartes 
Are np{ rent out even from their living breaftes, 
And with the body throwen unto the foules, 
As carrion fqode, fpr terrour of the reft I 

' There can no punifhment be thought to great 
For this fo grevous cryme, let fpede therfore 
Be ufed therein, fpr it behoveth fo. 

Eubulus. : , 

Ye all my lordes I fee confent in one, 
And I as one confent with ye in all 1 

1 hdlde it more then neede, with fharpeft law. 
To punifti their tumultuous bloudy rage ; 
For nothing more may (hake the common flare, 
Than fufferance of uproares without redreiTe, 

Wherby how fpme kmgdomes pf mighue power, * 

After great cohqueites made, and florifhing 

Jn fame and wealth, have ben to mine brought; 

J pray to Jove that we may rather wayle 

Such happe in them, then witnefle in ourfelves. 

Eke fully with the duke my minde agrees 

" 39 That no caufe ferves, wherby the fubjeft may 

* 4 Call to account the dooinges of his prince ; 

*' Much lefte in blood by fwoord to woorke revenge; 

f * No more then may the hand put of the head. 

" In acle nor fpeech, no not in fecret thought 

" The fubje& may rebell againft his lord, 

u Or judge of him that fits in Csefar's feate, 

V With grudging minde to damne thofe he roifiikes.* 

Though kinges rbrget to governe as they ought, 

Yet fubje&es muit obey as they are bounde. 

3» That no caufe ferves, &o] This and the lines following marked Tjfith 
* commas axe only to be found in the ipurious edition of this play. 
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But now, my lories, before ye farder wade 
Qr fpend your f peach, what fharpe revenge (hall fall 
By juftice plague pn thefe rebellious wigbtes ? 
Me thinkes ye rather mould iirft fearch the way 
By which in time. the rage of this uproare 
Mought be reprefied, and thefe great tumults ceafed. 
Even yet the life of Brittayne laud doth hang. 
In trai tours balaunce of unegall weight. 
Thinke not, ray lordes, the death of Gorboduc, 
Nor yet Videnae'a bloud will ceafe their rage: 
Even our owne lyves, our wives, and children deare, 
Our countrey deareit of all, in daunger ilandes, 
Now to be fpoiled, now, now made defolate, 
And by otirfelves a conqucft to enfue : 
For geve once fwey unto the people's lufres, 
To ru(h forth on, and it ay them not in time, 
And as the ftreame that rowleth downe the hyll, 
So will they headlong ronne with raging thoughtes 
From bloud to bloud, from mifchiefe unto moe, 
To ruine of the' realme, themfelves and all, 
So giddy are the common people's- mindes, 
So glad of chauQge, more wavering than the fea. 
Ye iee (my lordes) what ftrength thefe rel>elles have, 
What hugie nombre is aflembled (till, 
For though the traiterous fa6t for which they rofe 
Be wrought and done, yet lodge they dill in field ; 
So that how farre their furies yet will ltretch 
Great caufe we have to dreade ; that we may feeke 
By prefent battaile to reprefie their power, 
Speede mull we ufe to levie force therfore, 
For either they forthwith will mifchiefe worke, 
Or their rebellious roares forthwith will ceafe: 
Thefe violent thinges may have no lafting long* 
Lpt us therfore ufe this for prefent helpe ; 
Perfwade by gentle fpeach, and offre grace 
With gift of pardon fave unto the chief e ; 
And that upon condicion that forthwith 
They yelde the captaines of their enterprife, 
Tq beare fuch guerdon 4 ° of their traiterous fa< 

f° gturdon] reward. Sec Note 46 to The Spanjjh Trcgrdy, roU III. 
p. 129. 

As 
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As may be both due vengeance to therafelvea, 

And holf me terrour to pofteritie. 

This (hall I thinke, fcatter the greateft parte, 

That ncv are holden with deiire of home, 

Weried in field with cold of winter's nightes, 

And ibme (no doubt) ftriken with dread of law. 

Whan this is once proclamed, it (hall make 

The captaines to miitruft the multitude, 

Wbofe fafetie biddes them to betray their heads, 

And fo much more bycaufe the rafcall routes, 

In thinges of great and perillous attemptes, 

Are never truth e to the noble race. 

And while we treate and (land on tef roes of grace. 

We mall both flay their furies rage the while, 

And eke gaine time, whole onely helpe fufficeth 

Wi thou ten warre to vanquiih rebelles power* 

In the meane while, make you in redynes 

Such band of horiemen as ye may prepare ? 

Horfemen (you know) are not the commons ftrength, 

But are the force and {tore of noble men, 

Wherby the unchofen and unarmed fort * s 

Of fkillefle rebelles, whome none other power, 

But nombre makes to be of dreadfull force, 

With-fodeyne brunt may qukkely be oppreft. 

And if this gentle meane of proffered grace 

With ftubborne heartes cannot fo farre avayle. 

As to affwage their defperate courages ; 

Then do I wifh fuch (laughter to be made, 

As preient age and eke pofteritie 

May be adrad 4 * with horrour of revenge* 

That juftly then (hall on thefe rebelles fall: 

This is, my lord, the fumme of mine jtdvife,* u 

4i unchofen and unarmed firi] multitude. See Note 4 te Gammer Gurftn 9 * 
Needle, vol. II. p. 7. 

4* may be adrad] Mrad is the participle paffive of adr'ede : afraid. S. 

So, in Erafmus's Praifs ofFolie, 1549, Sign. R 4 : u — iyke as great 
1 < princes have wyfemen in jeloufie and fufpicion, as Julius Cxfar had 
" Brutus and alfo Caflius, whereas he nothinge hcldc hymfelfe adraddc 
* of drunken Mark Anthony." 
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CUtyn. 

Neither this cafe admittes debate at large ; 
And though it did, this fyeach that hath ben fajd 
Hath well abridged the tale I would have tolde. 
Fully with Eubulus do I confent 
In all that he hath fayde ; and if the fame 
To you my lordes may feerae for heft advife^ 
I wiih that it ihould flreight be put in ure. 

Mandud. 

My lordes, then let us presently depart 
And follow this that liketh «* us fo well. 

If ever time to game a kingdome here ' ■ 

Were offred man, now it is otfred me : 
The rcalme is reft both of their king and queene, 
The offspring of the prince is flaine and dead, 
Mo ifl'ue now nemaines, the heire unknowen, * 

The people are in armes and rautynies, 
The nobles they are bufied how to ceafe 
Thefe great rebellious tumultes and uproares* 
And Brittayne land now defert left alone 
Amyd thefe broyles uncertayn where to reft, 
pflfers herfelfe unto that noble hart 
That will or dare purfue to -beare her crowne t 
Shall I that am the duke of Albanye 
Difcended from that- line of noble bloud, 
Which hath fo long floriihed in worthy fame 
Of valiaunt hartee, fuch as in noble breftes, 
Of right Ihould reft above the bafer fort, 
Refufe to adventure life to winne a crowne ? 
Whom (hall I finde enemies that will withftand 
My fa& herein, if I attempt by armes 
To feeke the fame now in thefe times of broyie t 
Thefe dukes power can hardly well appeafe ) 

The people that already are in armes. 
But if perhappes my force be once in field, 
Is not my ftrength in power above the belt 
Of all thefe lordes now left in Brittayne land* 

45 Jikab] pkafcth. See Note 8 to Ctrmlia, vol. II. p. 143. 

And 
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And though they fhould match me with power of meu, 

Yet doubt full is the chaunce of battailes joyned. 

If victors of the field we may depart, 

Ours is the fcepter then of great Brittayne, 

If (layne amid the playne this (>ody Jye, 

Mine enemies yec (hall not deny me this, 

But that I dyed geving the noble charge 

To hazarde life for conquelt of a crownc. 

Forthwith therefore will I in poll depart 

To Albanye, and raife in armour there 

All power I can : and here my fecrecfrendes 

By fecret prafiife (hall follicite (till 

To fteke to wynne to me the people's hartes. X * 


ACTUS QUINTUS. SCBNA 8ECUNDA, 

Eubulus. Clotyn* Mandud. Gwenard. Arqftm. Nuntitu. 

Eubidus. 

* 

OJOVE, how are thefe people's harts abufde ? 
What blind fury thus headlong caries them ? 
That though fo many bookes, fo many rolks * 
Of auncient time recorde what grevous plagues 
Light on thefe rebelles aye, and though fo oft 
Their eares have heard their aged fathers tell 
What jufre reward thefe traitours ft ill recey ve ; 
Yea though themfelves have fene depe death and bloud 
By ftrangling cord and daughter of the fword 
To fuch affigaed, yet can they not beware, 
Yet can not ftay their lewde rebellious handes, 
But fujfring loe fowle treafon to diftaine 
Their wretched myndes, forget their loyall hart, - 
Reject all truth, and rife againft their prince. 
A ruthefull cafe, that thofe whom duties bond, 
Whom grafted law, by nature, truth, and faith 
Bound to preferve their countrey and their king. 
Borne to defend their common wealth and prince, 
Even they fhould geveconfent thus to fubvert 
Thee Brittaine land, and from thy wombe fhould bring v 
7 (Ona- 
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(O native foile) thofe, that will needs deftroy 
And ruyne thee and eke themfelves in fine : 
For lo, when ouce the duke had offred grace 
Of pardon lweete (the multitude mifkdde 
By traiterous fraude of their ungracious heades) 
One fort that faw the dangerous fucceffe 
Of ftubborne {landing in rebellious warre, 
And knew the difference of princes power, 
From headlefle nombre of tumultuous routes, 
Whom common countieies care and private feare 
Taught to repent the errour of their rage, 
Layde hands upon the captaines of their band, 
And brought them bound unto the mightie dukes* 
And other fort, not trailing yet fo well 
The truth of pardon, or raiftruiiing more 
Their owne offence than that they could conceive 
Sure hope of pardon for fo foule mifdede, 
Or for that they their captaines could not ydd, 
Who fearing to be yelded fled before, 
Stale home by (ilence of the fecret night. 
The third unhappy and enraged fort 
Of defperate hartes, who flained in princes bloud, 
From trayterous furour could not be wichdrawen 
By love, bylaw, by grace, ne yet by feare, 
By protfered life, ne yet by threatned death, 
With mindes hppelefle of life, dreadlefle of death, 
Carelefle of countrey, and aweleflc of God, 
Stoode bent to fight as furies did them move 
With violent death to clofe their traiterous life : 
Thefe all by power of horfemen were oppreft, } 
And with revenging fworde flayne in the field, 
Or with the ft r angling cord hangd on the tree, , 
Where yet the caryen carcafes do preach 
The fruites that rebelles reape of their uproares, 
And of the murder of their facred prince* 
But loe, where do approche the noble dukes, </} 

By whom thefe tumults have ben thus appeafde. * ^ 

Clotyrt. 
I thinke the world will now at length beware, 
And feare to put oh armes agaynti their prince. 

Maridud. 
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Mandad. 

If not: thole trayteisous bancs that daretebellj 
Let them beholde the wide and hugie fielder 
With bloud and bodies fpread of rebelles flayne ; 
The lofty trees clothed with corpfes dead 
That ftrangled with the cord do hang thereon* 

, Arcftuu 

A juft rewarde, fuch as all times before 
Have ever lotted to thofe wretched folkes. 

GwatarJ. 

But what meanes he that commeth here fo faft I 

NuntzttSi : 

My tardea, as dutie and my trouth doth move* 
And of my countrey worke a care in me, 
That if the fpending of my breath availed 
To do the fervice that my hart defires, 
I would not (h untie to imbrace a prefent deaths 
So have I now in that wherein I thought « 

My travayle mought performe fome good effect 
Ventred ray life to bring tbefe tydings here. 
f Fergus the mighiie duke of Albanye 

j 1 8 nowe in armes, and lodgeth in the fiekte J 

With twentie thoufand men, hether he bended 
His fpedy march, and raindcs to invade the crowned 
Dayly he gathereth ftrength, and fpreads abrode 
That to this realme no certaine heife remaines* 
That Brittayne land is left without a guide, - 
That he the fcepter feekes, for nothing els 
But to preferve the people and the land 
Which now remaine as fhippe without a fterne u i 
Loe this is that which I have here to fay. 

Clotytt. 

Is this his fayth ? and ihall he falfely thus 
Abufe the vauntage of unhappie times? 
O wretched land, if his outragious pride,' 
His cruell and untempred wilfulnelfe, 
His deepe differobling, (hewes of falie pretence, 
Should once attaine the crowne of Brittaine land* 

44 without ajierne\ After nt was the antient term for the rudder. See 
King Henry V. S, 

Let 
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Let us, my lordes, with timely force refill 
The new attempt of this our common foe, 
As we would quench the flames of common fire# 

Mandud. 

Though we remaine without a certain prince 
To weld the realm, or guide the wandring rule, 
Yet now the common mother of us all, 
Our native land, our countrey that conteine* 
Our wives, children, kindred, ourfelves, and all 
That ever is or may be deare to man, > 

Cries unto us to helpe. ourfelves and her : ; 

Let us advaunce our powers to rcprefle 
This growing foe of all our liberties. 

Gwenard* 

Yea let us fo, my lordes, with hafty fpeede 3 
And ye (O goddes) fend us the welcome death, ' . 
To fhed our bloud in field, and leave ui not 
In lothefome life to lenger out our dayes, 
To fee the hugie heapes of thefe unhappes. 
That now roll downe upon the Wretched land, ♦ 

Where eraptie place of princely governaunce, 
No certaine flay now left of doubtiefle heire, 
Thus leave this guidelelfe realrae an open pray 
To endkfle ftormes and waffe of civill wane. 

Aroftus* 

That ye (my lordes) do fo agree in one 
To fave your countrey from the violent reigne 
And wrongfully ufurped tyrannte 
Of him that threatens conqueft of you all, 
To lave your realme, and in this reaime yourfelve* 
From forreine thraldome of fo proud a prince, 
Much do I prayfe ; and I beiech the goddes 
With happy honour to requite h you. 
But (O my lords) lith now the heavens wrath 
Hath reft this lande the hTue of their prince ; 
Sith of the body of our late ioveraigne lorde 
Remaines no moe, fince the yong kinges be flaine, 
And of the title of difcended crowne, / * 

Uncertainly the diverle mindes 60 thinke • 
Evea of the learned fort, and more uncertainly 

Will 
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Will parciall fancie and affection deeme c 

But moil uncertainly will climbing pride* 

And hope of reigne withdraw to fundrie^partes 

The doubtfull right and hopefull luft to. reigne : 

When once this, noble fenrice is atchieved, 

For Brittaine land the mother of ye all, 

When once ye have with armed force repreft, 

The proude attempted of this Albanian prince, 

That threatens thraldorne to your native land, 

When ye (hall vanquifbers returne from field 

And find the princely ftate an open pray, 

To greedie luft and to ufurping power ; 

Then, then (my lordes) if ever kindly care 

Of auncient honour of your auncefters, 

Of prefent wealth and noblefle of yourftockes, 

Yea of the lives and fafetie yet to come 

Of your deare wives, your children, and yourfelves, 

Might move your noble hartes with gentle ruth, 

Then, then have pi tie on the tome eftate, 

Then helpe to falvc the wel neare hopelefle fore : 

Which ye (hall do, if ye yourfelves withholde 

*The flaying knife from your owne mother's throaty 
, Her (hall you fave, and you and yours in her, 

If ye (hall all with one aflent forbeare ' 

Once to lay hand, or take unto yourfelves, 

The crowne by colour of pretended right ; 

Or by what other meanes fo ever it be, 

Till firft by common counfell of you all 

In parliament, the regall diademe 

Be (et in certaine place of governaunce, 

In which your parliament and in your choife, 
'Preferre the right (my lordes) without 45 refpect 

Of ftrength or frendes, or whatfoever caule 
.That may fet forward any others part, • 

For right will laft, and wrong can not endure, 
llight meane I his or hers, upon whofe name 

The people reft by meane of native J ine, 

Or by the vertue of fome former law.e, 

Already made their title to advaunce : 

. ** without] with > t&it, 15700 

Such 
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Such one (my lordes) let be your chofen king, 

Such one fo borne within your native land, 

Such one preferre, and in no wife admitte, 

The heavie yolcte of forreine governance : 

Let forreine titles yelde to publike wealth, 

And with that hart wherewith ye now prepare 

Thus to withftand the proude invading foe, 

With that fame" hart (my lordes) keepe out alfd 

tjnnaturall thraldome of Grangers reigne, 

Ne fufferyou agaitift the rules of kinde, f .£ 

Your mother land to ferve a forreine prince. ** ' i 

Eubulus. 
Loe here the end of Brutus royall line, 

And loe the entry to the wofull wracke 

And utter ruine of this noble realme. 

The royall king, and eke his fonnes are flaine, 

No ruler feftes within the regall feate : 

The heire to Whom the fcepter longes unknowen ; 

That to eche force of forreine princes power, 

Whom vauntage of your wretched ttatc may move, 

By fodetne armes to gaine fo riche a realme, 

And to the proud and gredie minde at home 

Whom blinded luft to reigne. leades to afpire, 

Loe Brittaine realme is left an open pray, 

A prefent fpoyle by conqueft to eniue. 

Who feeth not now how many riling mindes 

©o feede their thoughts, with hope to reach a realme ? 

And who will not by force attempt to winne 

So great a gaine that hope perfwades to have : 

A fimple colour (hall for title terve, 

Who winnes the royall crowne will want no right, 

Nor fuch as (hall difplay by long difcent 

A lineall race to prove him iawfull ki g. 

In the meane while thefe civil amies mall rage, 

And thus a thoufand miichiefes {hall unfolde 

And farre and neare fpread thee (O Bittaine land) 
^ All right and lawe (hall ceafe, and he that had 
/ Nothing to-day, to morrowe (hall enjoye 
/ Great heapes of golde, and he that flowed in wealth f 
\hoe he (hall be bereft of life and all ; 

Vol.. I, L And 
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J^And happieft he that then poflefleth leaft. 
The wives (hail fufFer rape, the maides defloured, 
And children fatherlefle (hall weepeand vvaile: 
With fire and fworde thy native folke (hall periflie, 
One kinfman (hall bereave an others life, 
The father ihall unwitting flay the fonne, 
The fonne (hall (lay the Are and know it not ; 
Women and maides the cruel fouldiers (word 
Shall perfe to death* and fillie children loe 
That playing ** in the llreetes and fieldes are found, 
By violent hand (hall clofe their latter day. 
Whom (halPthe fierce and bloudy fbuldter 
Referve to life ? whom (hall he fp3re from death ? 
Even thou (O wretched mother) halfe alive, 
Thou (halt beholde thy deare and onely childe 
Slaine with the fworde while he yet fuckes thy bred. 
Loe, gihleile bloud (hall thus eche where be (hed ; 
Thus (hall the wailed foyle yelde forth no fruite 
But dearth and famine (hall poflefTe the land. 
The townes (hall be confurped, and burnt with fire ; 
The peopled cities (hall waxe defolate, 
And thou O Brittaine whilome in renowne, 
Whilome in wealth and fame (halt thus be tome. 
Difmembred thus, and thus be rent in twaine, 
Thus wafted and defaced, fpoyled and deftroyed, 
Thefe be the fruitesyourcivill warres will bring. 
Hereto it commes when kinges will not confent 
To,grave advife, but follow wilfull will :• 
(This is the end, when in fonde prince's hartes 
\Flattery prevailes, and fage rede hath no place : 
Thefe are the plages when murder is the meanc 
To make new heires unto the royall crowne. 
Thus wrekethe Gods when that the mother's wrath 
Nought but the bloud of her own childe may fwage ; 
Thefe mifchiefes fpring, when rebeils will arife, 
To worke revenge and judge their prince's fa&, 
This, this enfues when noble men do faile 
In loyall trouth, and fubjedtes will be kinges. 

4« pitying'] play, edit. 1570. 
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And this doth growe, w,hen loe iintd the prince, 
Whome death or fodeine happe of life bereaves^ 
No certaine heire remaines, fuch certein heire, 
As not all onely is the rightfull Heire, . . 
But to the realme is fo made knowen to be, 
And trouth therby veiled in fubje&es hartesi 
To owe fayth there, where right is knowen to reft* 
Alas, in parliament what hope can be, 
When is of parliament no hope at all, 
Which though it be afiembled by confent, 
Yet is not likely with confent to end : 
While eche one for himfelfe, or for his frend, 
Againfl his foe, (hall travaile what he may^ 
While now the flate left open to the man, 
That (hall with greateft force invade the fame, 
Shall fill ambicious mindes with gaping "hope ; 
When will they once with yelding hartes agree ? 
Or in the while how mail the realme be ufed ? 
No, no : then parliament fhbuld have bene holden, 
And certaine heires appointed to the crowne 
To ftaye the title on eltablifhed right, » v 

And in the people plant obedience, * 

While yet the prince did live, whole name «nd power » 
By lawfuiifomrrions andaUthoritie, ._ , 
Might make a parliament to be of force, 
And might have fet the flatc in quiet flay : 
But now, O happie man, whom fpectie death 
.Deprives of life, ne is enforced to fee 
Thefe hugie mifchieres and thefe miferiea, 
Thefe civili warres, thefe murders, and theft wrpnges. 
Of juftice yet mult God in fine .reftore, " * 

This noble crowne unto the lawfull heire : ' 
CVot right will alwayes live, and rife at length. * 

m ^But wrong can never take deepe rodtt to laft. ^jtA ' 
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EDITIONS. 

(r.) " The Tragedie of Gorbodue ; whereof three* Acles 
" were written by Thomas Nortone, and the two lafte by 
•• Thomas Sackvyle. Settforthe as the'fame was fcewed be- 
u fore the Queenes rooft excellent Majeftie, in her hignes 
" court of Whitehall, the 18 Jan. 1561. By the Gentlemen 
u of Thynner Temple, in London, Sept. 22, 4to»* Printed 
for William Grmtth. (See Ames's Typographical Antiquities^ 
p. 316.) ; ' 

This Edition I have not feen. It appears to be the firfk 
fpurious one complained of by the Authors, 

(a.) u The Tragtdie of R&rkex and Poarkx. 8et- 
cl forth without addition* or alteration; but altogether as the 
" fame was (hewed- on ftage before the Queenes Majegie 
" about nine ytflrtt* pa#, vi*. the x viz 1 day of Januarie, 
u 1 56 1, by the Gentlemen of the Inner Temple. Seent and 
44 allowed, &c. Imprinted at London by John Daye, dwelling 
u over Aldetfgtte;. Bi L. 8vo» w : 1.. 1 •" , , 

In the Bodleian library, and in the pofleffion of Thomas 
Pearfbn, Efq; 

(3.) a The JTra^edje of Gorioduc ; whereof three A&es 
** were written by Thomas, Norton, and the two iaft by 
" Thomas Sackvyle* : . Setforth as jhe lame was (hewed before 
u the Queen*? inpg excellent Majeity, in her highnes court 
** of Whitehall, by the Gentlemen pf the Inner Temple. 
" At London, printed by Edward Allele for John Perrin, and 
" are to be fojd in Paule's Churchyard, at the figne of the 
** Angell. B..L, 4tO| 1590.* 

In the Collection of Thomas Pearfon, Efq; and alfo in that 
of Mr. Garrick. In the laft-mentioned copy is a difcom-fe, 
entitled, The Serpent of Devifinu 
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RICHARD EDWARDS, a Somerfetfhire man, wad bom 
in the year 1523, admitted a fcholar of Corpus Chritti 
College on the nth of May, 1540, and probationer fellow 
on the 1 ith of Auguft, 1^44. At the foundation of ChrifU 
Church, by King Henry the Eighth, in the year 1547* he was 
chofen a ftudent of the upper-table, and in the fame year took 
the degree of Matter of Arts. From the Univerfity, he re- 
moved to Lincoln's-Inn ; and in the beginning of Queen' 
E'izabeth's reign was appointed one of the gentlemen ot her 
chapel, and matter of the children there, He died, according 
to Sir John Hawkins *, on the 31ft of October, 1566. 

He was the Author of 

(1.) Damon and Pithias : A Comedy. A&ed before the 
Queen by the children of * her chapel, and publifhed in 410, 
157 1. 4to, 1582. 

(2.) Palasmon and Arcyte : A Comedy. In two Parts. 
A&ed in Chrift-Church-Hall, i$66. This piece was repre- 
fented on the 2d and 3d of September. The firft evening, 
it was fcarcely begun to be performed before it became a 
Tragedy, for by the weight of the multitudes the fcaffold fell 
down. Five men were greatly hurt and wounded, and three 
killed by the fall of a wall \ On the fecond evening, the 
Queen is laid to have been much entertained. After the play 
was ended, (he called the Author to her, commended his work, 
promifed what (he would do for him, and talked to him in 
the mod familiar way. One of the performers, fuppofed to 
be young Carew, pleafed her fo much, that (he made him a 
preient of eight guineas. See Wood's Athemt Oxonienfcs % 
vol. I, p. 1 $ 1 . ; and PefhalFd Hiftory of the Univerfity of Ox- 
ford, 227, 228. Chetwood fays, both parts of this play were 
printed, with the Author's Songs and Poems, in 1585. 

* Hiftory of Mufick, vol. II. p. <4i. 

J Pe&all's Hiftory of the Univerfity of Oxford, 227. 

L 4. Wood 


Wood aflbres us, that there were feveral other dramatick piece 
by him, which he did not live to finifti ; and that it was the 
opinion of many, he would have run mad had he continued tQ 
cxercife his talents as a writer for the flage. 

He was, alfo, the Author pf 

Some Poems printed in The Paractift ef Dainty D#vijts 9 
4t°» x 575- and a Poem called, JLchuart?s S$ulkml\ or, The 
Souk's ineU: written in his laft illnefs. 

He appears to have obtained a confiderable reputation as a 
dramatick writer, which will appear from the following, tefti- 
roony in Puttenham's Art of Poetry : " X think that for 
" Tragedy the Lord Buckhurft and Maifter Edward Ferrys 9 
" for luch doings as I have feen of theirs, do deferve the 
M higbeft price ; the Earl of Oxford, and Mr. Edwards of her 
" Majefiy s Chapel, for Comedy and Interlude." An Epitaph 
on him is faid to be printed among the Poems of George 
Turbervillet 


THE 


I »«9 J 


T8? 


.PROLOGUE, 


N emtrie fyde y wheras 1 glaunce my rovyng eye t 

Silence in all tares bent 1 playnly doe efpie : 
fiut if your egre hakes doo longefuch tnyes to fee t 
As heretofore its commycal wife were wont abroade to bee : 
four Uift is loft, and off tbepleafures that you fought , 
Is fruftrate quite of toying playes. Afoden change is wrought : 
For loe, our author's mu/e, that mafked in delight, 
Hathforft hispenne againft his kinde % no morefuchfportes to write* 
Mufe be that luft, (right wor/bijjfidl) fir chauuce bath made this 

change, 
For that tofome hefeemed too much inyonge defires to range: 
In whiche 9 right glad to pleafe % ftyng that he did offende. 
Of ail he bumblie pardon craves : bis pen that Jball amende: 
And yet (worjbipfidl audience) thus much Idare advouche f 
In commediesy the greateft Jkyll is this, rightly to touche 
All thynges to the quiche : and eke to frame ecbe perfon Jb f 
That by his common talke,you may his nature rightly know: 
A rqyfter ought not preacbe, that were tojtrange to heare y 
fiui as from vertue he dothfwerve^fo ought bis wordes appeare: 

\ 

9 ii*dc,} Seep. ho. 


The olde man is fiber, ibeyonge man rajhe 9 the lover triumpbyng 

in jqyes, 
The matron grave, the harlot wilde 9 and full of wanton tqyes* 
Whiche ail in one courfe, they no wije doo agree : 
So correspondent to their kinde their Jpeeches ought to be. 
Which Jpeeches well pronounfie, with aHion lyvely framed) 
jf this qffende the lookers on, let Horace then be I> lamed, 
fVhich hath our author taught at fihole 9 from whom he doth 

not fwarve, 
' In aU fitch kinde ofexercife dedofum to ob/erve* 
Thus much for his defence (be faytb) as poetes earfi have donne f 
Which heretofore in commodies, the felfc fame rafe did ronne : 
But now for to be briefe, the matter to expreffe, 
Which here wee jhall prefent , is this : Damon and Pitbias.* 
A rare enfample offrend/hip true, it is no legend lie, 
But a thynge once donne indeede, as hyfiories do9 difirie, 
Whiche donne of yore in longe timepaft, yet prefent JhaU be here. 
Even as it were in doinge now, fo lively it Jhall appeare ; 
Lo here in Siracuje th y auncient towne, which once the Romaines 

wonne, - ( 

Here Dionifius pallace, within whqfe courte this thing mofifirange 

was donne. 
Which matter mixt with ntyrth and care, ajuft name to applie, 
As jeemes mofi fit, wee have it termed, a tragicall commedie* 
Wherein talkyng of courtly toyes, we doe protefl this flat, 
Wee talke of Dionifius courte, wee meane no court but that m 
And that we doo Jo meane, who wyfiy calleth to minde < 

The time, the place, the author 3 , here mqft plainely Jhall it finde, 
Loe this IJpeake 4 for our defence^ leajl of others we Jhould be 

fient s ; 
But worthy audience ', wee you pray 9 take thynges as they be ment ; 

'■'. Whofe 
3 author,"] authours, ift. edit. 
* jptakc] fpake, 2d. edit. 

5 hejhent:] To fhend, fays Mr. Steevens, is to reprove harfhly, to 
treat with injurious language/ Note to Hamlet, A. 3. S. s. 

Again, 
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Whoft upright judgment we doo crave, with heedfuU ebrt anJ&ti 
y* here the caufe y and fee the effetl of this newe tragicall commeau* 

Again, in jffcbam's Report and Difcourfe. Betmet'i Edition, p. j8.J 
** A wonderfutl follie in a great man himfclfe, and iomc piece of siifijrjje 
** in a whole commonwealth, where fooles chiefly and flatterers * may 
*' fpeake freely what they will, and wife men and good men ihal' com* 
#* mpnly bejbent, if they fpeake what they (hould. 
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NAMES of the SPEAKERS, 


ARISTIPPUS, a pleafaut gentilman, 
Carisophus, a parafite. 

Damon, l ^ q gem j emcn f Greece. 

Pithias, J ^ 

Stephano, fervant to Damon and Pithias* 

Will, Aristippus lackey. 

Jacks, Carisophus lackey. 

Snap, the porter. 

Pionisius, thekynge. 

Eubulus, the kinge's counfelour, 

Gronno, the hangman. , 

pRiMME| thecolyer, 
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-ft* 


Here entreth Arifiippus. 

Jrifitpfus.. 

TH O 9 ftrange (perhaps) it feemes to fome* 
That I Ariftippus a courtier am become : 
A philofopher of late, not of the meanift name, N 
But now, to the courtly behaviour, my lyfe I frame* 
Mufe he that lyft, to you of good fkill, 
I fay that I am a phylofbpher ftyll. 
Lovers of "wifdom, are termed philofophers *^ 
, Then who is a philofopher fo rightly as I ? 
For in lovyng of wifdom, proofe doth this trie, 
That Jruftra Japit, qui non fapitfibL 
I am wyfc for mylelfe, then tell me of troth, 
Is not that great wifdom, as the world goth ? 
Some philofophers in the ftreete go ragged and tome, 
And feede on vyle rootes, whom boves laugh to fcornc: 
But I in fine Hikes haunt Dionifius pallace, 
Wherin with dayntie fare myfelfe I do folace. 
I can taike of philofophie as well as the bed, 
But the flraite kynde of lyfe I leave to the reft". 
And I profeflc now the courtly philofophie, 
To crouche, to fpeake fayre, myfelre I applie, 
To feede the kinge's humour with pleafant devrfes, 
For which, I am called Regius cams. 
But wot ye who named me firft the kinge's dogge ? 
It was the roage Diogenes, that vile grunting hogge. 
Let him rolle in his tubbe, to winne a vaine praife, 
In the courte pleafantly I wyll fpende all my dayes; 
Wherin, what to doo, I am not to learne, 
What wyll ferve myne owne turne, I can quickly difcearne* 

* pbilofopben,] Philofophie; both Editions. The alteration by Mr* 
Dodfley. 
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All my tyme at fchoole I have not fpent vaynly, 

1 can helpe one, is not that a good pbin& of philofophy ? 

- Here entreik CarifophtfS, ...".. 

Carifipbus, 

I uc it irew your fine cares, fince you canoe from fchoole, 
In the court you have made many a wifeman a foole ; 
And though you paint out your fayned phylofophie, 
So God helpe me, it is but a plaine kinde of flattery, 
Which you ufe fo finely in fo pleafant a forte, 
That none out Ariftippus now makes the kinge fporte* 
Ere you came hyther, poore I was fome body, 
Theiing delighted in.mee, now I am but a noddy. 

Ariftippus. 

In faith, Carifophus, you know yourfelfe beft, 
But I will not call you noddie, but only in jell, 
And thus I afltire you, though I came from fchoole 
To ferve in this court, I came not yet to be the kinges foole ; 
Or to fill his eares with fervile fquirilitie, 
That office is yours, you' know it right perfe&lie. 
Of parafites and ficophantes you are a grave 7 bencher, 
The king feed«s you often from his ovvne trencher. 
1 envye not your ftate, nor yet your great favour, 
Then grudge not at all, if in my behaviour 
1 make the kinge mery, with pleafant urbanitie, 
Whom I never 4 abufed to any man's injurie. 

Carifophus* 

Becocke fif, yet in the courte you doo 8 bell thrive* 
For you get more in one day then I doo in five, 

Ariftippus. 

Why Alan, in the court, doo you not fee 
Rewarded geven for vertue, to every degree ? 
To reward the unworthy that worlde is done, 
The court is changed, a good thread hath bin fponne ' 
Of dogges woll heeretofore, and why? becaufe it Was liked, 
And not for that it was bed trimmed and picked : 
But now men's eares are finer, fuch groffe toyes are not fet by, 
Therfore to a trimmer kynde of myrth myfelfe I applyc; 

7 grave] great, 2d edit* 
* wWJ omitted in zd edit* 

t Wherein 
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Wherein though I pleafe, it comraeth not of my defert, 
But of the kinge's favour. 

Carifophus* 
It may fo be; yet in your profperitie, 
Difpife not an olde courtier, Carifophus is he; 
Which hath long time fed Diomfius* humor : 
Diligently to pleafe, ftyll at hand ; there was never rumour 
Spread in this 9 towne of any fmale thinge, but I 
Brought it to the kinge in poft by and by : 
Yet now I crave your friendfhip, which if I may attayue* 
Mod fure and unfained friendlhip I promyfe you againc: 
So we two linckt in friendfhippe, brother and brother, 
Full well in the court may helpe one another. 

Ariftippus, 
By'r lady, Carifophus, though you know not phiJofopbie, 
Yet furely you are a better courtier then I : , 

And yet 1 not fo evyll a courtier, that wyll feeroe to difpife 
Such an olde courtier as you, fo expert and fo wyfe. 
But whereas you crave myne, and offer your friendfliijf & 

willingly, 
With hart I ^eve you thankes for this your great curtcfie s 
Afluring of friendfliip both with tooth and nayle, 
Whiles life laiieth, never to fayle. 

Carifophus* 

A thoufand thankes I geve you, oh friend Ariftippus, ' 

Ariftippus. 
O friend Carifophus. 

Carifophus » 
How joyfull am I, fith I have to friend Ariftippu* now 1 

Ariftippus. 
None fo glad of Carifophus* ttiencjfliip as I, I make 'God A 
vowe, 
I fpeake as I thinke, beleve me. 

Carifophus, 
Sith we are now fo friendly joyned, it feemeth to mee f 
That one of us help eche other in every degree : 
Prefer you my caufe, when you are in prefence, 
To further your matters to the kinge, let me alone in your 
abfence. 

• this] the, 2d edit. 

Ariftippus, 
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Ariftippuu 

Friend Cari Tophus, this (hall be done as you would wifit t 
But I pray you tell mee thus much by the way, 
Whither now from this place wyll you take your journay ? 

Carifophui. 

I wyll not diflemble, that were againft friendfhip, 
Igoe into the citie fome knaves to nip* 
For talke with their goodes, to encreafe thekyng's treafure, 
In fuch kinde of fervice I fet my cheefe pleafure : 
Farewel, friend IO Ariftippus, now for a time. [Exit* 

Ariftijpus. - 

Adewe, friend Carifbphus— In good faith now. 
Of force I mutt laugh .at this folempne tow. . 
Is Ariftippus linkt in friendfhip with Carifophus ? 
Quid cum tanto afino, talis pb'dofopbus f 
They lay, Morum fimilitudo confultat amcitiau 
Then, how can this friendship betwene us two come to pafle? 
" We are as like in conditions, as Tacke Fletcher and his bowlt* 
I brought up in learnyng, but he is a very dolt, 
As touching good letters ; but otherwife fuch a craftie knave, 
Yt you feeke a whole region, his lyke you can not have: 
A villaine for hi* lyfe, a varlet died in graine, 
You lofe money by him, " if you fell him for one knave, 

for hee ferves for twaine s 
A flatteryng parafite, a ficopnant alfo, 
A common accufer of men : to the good an open foe. 
Of halfe a worde, he can make a legend of lies, 
Which he will advouch with fuch tragicall cryes, 

*° friend] omitted in 2d edit. 

* x We are as like in conditions, at Jacke Flettber andbh bowk] A Fletcher 
is a maker of arrows, from Jlecbe an arrow, Fr. The F/etcbers Company 
had feveral charters granted to them, though at prefect, 1 believe, they 
have only a nominal exiftence. Ariftippus means to fay, that he differs 
as much in difpofition rfom Car'iftfhus, as Jack the drrawfmitb varies ia 
quality from a bolt or arrow of his own making. S. 

12 „» tfyou fell him for we knave, for bee ferves for twaine] So* in Leks 
to Leie, quoth the Devil to the Colliery 1589 : 

" There thou mayft be called a knave ifl grane, 

" And where knaves be fcant thou mayft go for twayne." 

See a Note on The -Two Gentlemen of Verona, voL I. edit. 1778, 
p. 176. S. 
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As though all were true that comes out of hit mouth* / *° 

Were he indede to be hanged by and by, 

He cannot tell one tale, but twyfe be mud: lie. 

He fpareth no man's fife to get the kinge's favour, 

In which kind of fervis he hath got fuch a favour, 

That he wyll never leave. Methinke then that I . 

Have done verie wifely to joyne in friendfliip with him, left 

perhaps I 
Comming in his way might be nipt; for fuch knaves in pre- 

fence, , - " 

We lee oft times put honeft men to filence : 
Yet I have playM with his beard in knitting this knot, J 
I promift friendfliip, but you love few wordes: 1 fpake it, but 

I meant 13 it not. 
Who markes this friendfliip betwene us two 
Shal judge of the worldely friendfliip without any more a doo. 
It may be a ryght pattern therof ; but true friendfliip indeede 
Of nought but of vertue doth truly profeede. ^' 
ButTwhy 3oTnow enter into philofophie, 
Which doo profefTe the fine kinde of curtefie ? 
I wyll hence to the court, with all hade I may, 

I thinke the king be ftirring, it is now bright day. * 

To wait at a pinche, ftill in fight I meane, 
For wot ye what ? a new broome fweepes cleane f V 
As to hie honor I mynde not to clime, 

So I meane in the court to lofe no time : < 

Wherein, happy man be his dole 1$ , I truft that I 
Shall not fpeede worft, and that very quickly. [Exit* 

* J meant] meane, 2d edit. 

x * a new broome fweepes cleans'] This was proverbial. See Ray's CoU 
le&ion of Proverbs, p. 1^40. 

*S happy man be his dole] A proverbial expreflfon often found in an- 
cient writers. Dole, Mr. Steevens obferves {Note to The Taming of tb* 
Shrew, A. i.. S. 1.), is any thing dealt out or diftributed, though its V 

original meaning was the prdvifion given away at the doors of great 
men's houfes. It is generally written be his dole, though Ray, p. 116, ^ 

gives it as in the id 4-to. by his dole. Shakfpeare alfo ufes the phiaie ia 
The Mtrry Wves of Wind/or. v. \. 

Again, in Uudibras, P. 1. C. 3. I.637 : * >> >■ 

" Let us that are unhurt'and whole 
" FaU on, and happy man bc's dole." 

Vol. I. M Hert 
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Here enireth Damon and Pithias like mariners* 

Damon, 
O Neptune, immortall be thy prayfe, 
For that fo fafe fro en Greece we have paft the leas 
To this noble citie Siracufae, where we 
The auncient raygne of the Romaines may fee. 
Whofe force Greece alio heretofore hath knowne, 
Whofe vertue the fhrill trump of fame fo farre hath blowne.- 

Pithias, 

My Damon, of right, high prayfe we ought to geve 
To Neptune and all the gods, that we fafely dyd arryve : 
The feas, I thinke, with contrary winds never raged fo, 
I am even yet fo feafkke, that I faynt as I go ; 
Therfore let us get fome lodgyng quickely. ^ 
But where is Stephano ? 

4 

Here entretb Stephano* 

~- Stephano. 

Not farre hence : a pockes take thefe maryner knaves, 
Not one would healpe mee to carry this ilutfe, fuch dronkeii 
flaves 
I thinke be accurfed of the goddes owne mouthes. 

Damon, 
Stephano, leave thy ragyng, and let us enter Siracufae, 
We wil provide lodgyng, and thou (halt be eafed of thy burdea 
by and by, 

Stephano, 
Good mayfter make hafte, for I tell you playne, 
This heavy burden puts poore Stephano to much payne. 

Pithias. 
Come on thy wayes, thou (halt be eafed, and that anon. 

[Exeunt, 
Here entretb Carifophus. 

Carlfophus, 
It is a true faying, that oft hath ben fpoken, 
The pitcher goeth fo longe to the water, that it I6 commeth 
home broken. 

16 it] he, ift ediu 

My 
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My owne proofe this hath taught me, for (truly) fith I 

In the citie have ufed to walke very fly ly, ' 

Not with one can I meete, that wyll in talke joyne with mee, 

And to crcepe into men's bofomes I? , fome talke for to fnatche, JL/ O 

By whiche, into one trip or other, I might trimly themcatche, 

And fo accufe them : now, not with one can I meete, 

That wyl joyne in talke with me, I am fhun'd like a devill in 

. the fti eete. 
My credit is crackte where I am knowne ; but, I heare fay, 
Certaine ftniingers are arriv'd, they were a good pray, 
If (happely) 1 might meete with them : I fear not I, 
But in talke I fhould rrippe them, and that very finely, 
Whiche thinge, I affure you, I doo for myne owne gayne, 
Or els I wouide not plodde thus up an downe, I tell you plaync. 
Well, I wyll for a whyle to the court, to fee ^ 2 

What Ariftippus doth ; I would be loth in faver he fhould 

over run me ; 
He is a fubtile chyld, he flattereth fo finely, that I feare mee, 
He wyll licke the fatte from my lippes, and fo out-wery mee, 
Therfore I wyll not be longe abfent, but at hand, 
T^t all his fine driftes I may underftande. [Exit. 

Here entretb Wyll and Jacke. 

I wonder what my matter Ariftippus meanes now a-daies, 
That he leaveth philofophie, and feekes x * to pleafe 
Kyng Dionifius with fuch mery toyes : 
'In Dionifius' court now heonlyjoyes, 
As trim a courtier as the be ft, 
Ready to anfwer, quicke in tauntes, pleafaunt to jefte, 
A luftie companion to devife with fine dames, 
Whofe humour to feede, his wylie witte he frames* 

Jacke* 

By cocke, as you fay, your mafter is a minion ; 
A foule coyle he keepes in this court ; Ariftippus alone 
Now rules the roafte with his pleafaunt devifes, 
That I feare he wyll put out of conceit my maifter Carifophus. 


i 


l 1 iofimes] bofome, 2d edit. 
*• ftdus] feeketh, xi edit. 
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Fearc not that, Jacke; for like brother and brother, 
They are knit in true friendship the one with the others 
They are fellowes you knowe and honed men both, >• V * 
Tnerfore the one to hinder the other, they wyll be lothe. 

Jack. 

Yea, but I have heard fay there is falihod in felowfiupp*, 
In the court fometimes one geves another finely the flippe : 
Which when it is fpicd, it is laught out with a fcoffe *?, 
And with fporting and playing quiedy *° (haken of; 
In which kinde of toying, thy matter hath fuch a grace, 
That he wyll never blufh, he hath a wodden face. 
Bur, Wyll, my maifter haih bees in his head, 
If hee rynde mee heare pratinge, I am but ck&d : 
He is ftill trotting in the citie. there is fumwhat in the wind*: 2_ Vt 
His lookes bewraya his inwarde troubled mynde: 
Therfore I will be packing to thecourte by and by; 
If he be once angry, jacke ft all cry wo ihe pye. 

Wyll. 

By'r lady, if I tary longe here, of the fame fauce (hall I tajr f 
For inv matter fent mee on an errand, and bad mee make hafte, 
Therfore vye wyll departe together. \Exeunt m 

Here entretb Stephano. 

Stephano. 
Ofte times I have heard, before I came hether, 
That no man can ferve twomaitters together: 
A fentence fo true; as mode men doo take it, 
At any time falfe, that no man can make it ; 3* fc° 

And yet by their leave, that firft have it fpoken, 
How that may prove falfe, even here I wyll open : 
For I Stephano, loe, fo named by my father, 
At this time ferve two matters together, 
And love them alyke the one and the other : 
I duly obey, I can doo no other. . 
A bondman I am, fo nature hath wrought me, 
One Damon of Greece, a gentleman, bought me* 
To him I ttande bond, yet ierve I another, 
Whom Damon my matter loves, as his owne brqth^r : y j 9 

19 f co ff e ~\ grace, *d edit. • *° quietly] qoickfyr ** *&- 

A gentle- 
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A gentleman tfco, and Kthias he is named. 

Fraught with vertue, whom vice never defamed : 

Thefe twoo, fince at fchoole they fell acquainted, 

In mutuall friendmip at no time have fainted, 

But loved fo kindly and friendly eche other, v 

As thoughe they were brothers by father and mother : 

Pythagoras' learnynge thefe two have embrafed, 

Which bothe are in vertue fo narrowly laced, 

That all their whole doings doe fall to this iflue, 

To have no refpeft, but onely to vertue : i.S* 

A\l one in effecte, all one in their goynge, 

All one in their ftudy, all one in their doyng : 

Thefe gentlemen both, beyng of one condicion, 

Both alike of my fervice have all the fruition : ' 

Pithias is joyfull, if Damon be pleafed: 

Yf Pithias be ferved, then Damon is eafed. 

Serve one, ferve both, fo neare, who would win them ? 

I thfnke they have but one hart betwene them. 

In travelyhg countryes, we three have contrived % \ 

Full many a yeare : and this day arrived ^4 

At Siracufae in Sicillia, that auncient towne, 

Where my mailers are lodged ; and I up and downe 

Go feekyng to learne what news here are walkyng, 

To harke of what thynges the people are talkynge, 

I lyke not this foyle : for as I goe ploddynge, 

I marke there two, there three, their heades aiwayes noddinge, 

In clofe fecret wife, flyll whifperyng together. 

If I aike any queftion, no man doth anfwer : 

But fhakyng their heads, they go their waves fpeakinge, 

I marke how with teares their wet eyes are leakynge : £ (p- 

Some itrangnefle there is, that breedeth this mufinge. 

Well, I wyll to my matters, and tell of their ufing, 

** — — we three have contrived, 

Full many a yeare:'} To contrive, in this place, figaifies to wear away, 
to fpend, from confer*, Lat. So, in Shakfpeare's Taming of the Shrew, 

fL» 2* S. 2. 

Pleafe you we many contrive this afternoon ? 
Totum Ivunc contrivi diem. S. 
See alio the Notes of Br. Warburton and Dr. Johnfon on the above line 
in Skakipeare. 
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That they may learne, and walke wifely together: 

I feare we (hall curie the time we came hether. [Exit* 

> 

Here entreth Ariftippus and Wyll. 

Ariftippus. 

Wyll, didft thou hcare the ladies fo talk of mee ? 
What ayleth them ? from their nippes * x * (hall I never be free ? 

Wyll. 

Good faith, fir, all the ladies in the courtc do plainly report,. 
That without mencion of them you can make no fporte: 
They are your playne fong, to finge defcant upon 21 ; 
If they weare not, your mirth were gone, 'f,\ * 

Thertore, mailer, jell no more with women in any wife. 
If you dooi by cocke you are lyke to know the price, 

Atiftippus. 

By'r lady, Wyll, this is good counfell, playnely to jeft 
Of women, proofe hath taught mee it is not the beji : 
I wyll change my coppy, how be it I care not a quinche % \ 
I know the galde horie will fooneft winche : 
But learne thou fecretly what prively they talke 
Of me in the courte ; among them tlyly walke, 
And bring me true newes thereof, 

Wyll. 
I wyll, fir maifter, therof have no doubt, for I 
Wheare they talke of you, wyll enforme you perfectly* 3*-* 

Ariftippus. 
Do fo, my boy : if thou bringe it finely to pafTe, 
For thy good fervice, thou (halt go in thine olde cbate at 
Chriilmas. [Exeunt. 

Here entreth Damon, Pithias, and Stephano. 

Damon. 
Stephano, is all this true that thou haft tolde me ? 

*■ * nippes"] taunts, or farcafms. Sec Tohnfon. N. 

a * -—piayne Jong, to finge defcant upon] Plain fing 9 is planus canlus 9 
uniform modulation. Dejcant, is mufical paraph rafe. See a Note on 
The Midfummcr Nigbl** Dream, vol. III. p. 63. ; and another on King 
XUbard 111. vol. VII. p. 6. edit. 1778. S. 

* 3 — I care not a quinche} Spenler has this word, which, as Dr. 
Johnfon obierves, appears to be the fame as winch. It mould feem to be 
e'xpreflive of fome (light degree of pain, and in this inftance to mean the 
fame as if the fpcaker had faid, I care not a fillip. S. 

Stephana* 
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« . . - Sttp&Mtno* 

Sir, for lies, hettarto ye never controlde mee. 
Oh that we had never fet foote on this land, 
Where Dionifius raygries with fo bloody a hande ! 
Every day he iheweth fome token of crueltie, 
With blood he hath filled all the ftreetes, in the citie : 
I tremble to heare the people's murmuring, 
I lament, to fee his mod cruell dealyng: £ 3</ 

I thinke there is no fuche tyraunt under the funne J 
O, my deare mailers, this mornyng, what hath he done t 

Damon* 

What is that) tell us quickly* 

Stepbano, 

As I this roornyng pad in the ftreete, 
With a wofull man (going to hi* death) did I meete. 
Many people folowed, and I of one fecretly 
Afked the caufe, why he was condemned to die ? 
Whifpered in mine eare, nought hath he done but' thus, 
? 4 In fleape he dreamed he had killed Dionifius : 
Which dreame tolde abrode, was brought to the kinge in pofte, 3 ^ o 
By w"nome condemned for fufpicion, his lyfe he hath loft : 
Afarcia was his name, as the people fayde. 

Pitbias. 

My deare friende Damon, I blame not Stepha.no 
For wUhying we had not come hether ; feeyinge it is fo, 
That for fo fmall caufe, fuche cruell death doth infue. 

t>amon. 

My Pithias, where tirantes raigne, fuche cafes are not new, • 
^Vhich fearynge their owne Hate for great crueltie * 5 , 

*4 In /leap* he dreamed he killed Dionifius'] A late writer obferves, 
that " Dionyfius the tyrant is faid to have punlfhed with death one of his 
" fubje&s, for dreaming he had killed him. This was hardly more ini- 
" quitous, than the execution of the gentleman, who having a white deer 
t( in his park, which was killed by Edward the Fourth, wilhed the deer, 
" horns and all, in the belly of him that counfclled the' king to kill it, 
** whereas in truth no man counfclled the king to it : or than the attainder ami 
*' execution of Algernon Sydney, on the evidence of private and un- 
<( publifhed papers, without any proof, or even a fuggeftion, of their in- 
11 tended publication." Principles of Penal Law t C. XU 

V> for great crueltie"] with crueltie, 2d edit. 
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To fit faft as they thinke, doo execute fpeedely^ 
AU fuche as any light fufpition have tainted. 

Stephana. 
With fuch quicke karvers, I lyft not be aquairited. -3 f 

Damon. 
So are they never in quiet, but in fufpition ftyU, ~ 
When one is made away, they take occafion another to kyll : 
Ever in feare, havyng no truftie friende, voyde of all people's 

love, 
And in their owne confeience a continuall hell they proove. 

Pit bias. 
As thynges by their contra ryes are alwayes bed prooved, 
How happie are then merciful] princes of their people beloved! 
Havyng fure friendes every wheare, no feare doth touch them, 
They may fafely fpend the daye pleafantly, at night 

Secure dormiunt in utranqut aurem. 
O my Damon, if choyce were offred mee, I w«uld choofe to be 
Pithias 
► As I am (Damon's friende) rather then be king Dionifius. ^x> 

Sttpbano. 
And good caufe why : for you are emierly beloved of one, 
And as tarre as I heare, Dionifiua is beloved of none. 

Damon* 
Thar ftate is mode miferable : thrive happy are wee, 
Whom true love hath joyned in perfect amytie : 
Which amytie firft fpxong, without vaunting be it fpoken, that 

is true, 
Of likeUnes of maners, tooke roote by company, and now is 

conferved by vertue ; 
•Which vertue alwaies though a6 worldly things do not frame* 
Yet doth foe atchive to her followers immorjtail fame; 
Wherof if men were carefull, for vertue's fake only 
They would honour friendihip, and not for commoditie: {J/J P 
But fuch as for profit in friendihip do lincke, 
When ftormes come, they Hide away fooner than a man wyll 

thinke: 
My Pithias, the fbmme of my talke falles to this iflue, 
To prove no friendihip is fure, but that which is grounded oa 
vertue. 

** though] through, both editions. The alteration by Mr. Dodder. 

Pithias. 
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\Pithias. 

My Damon, of this thyng there needes no proofe to mee, 
The god9 forbyd, but that Pithyas with Damon in al thing* 

fhuld agree. 
For why is it faid, Amicus alter ipfe, 
But that true friendes fhould be two in body, but one in 

minde? 
As it were one transformed into another, which againd kynde 
Though it feeme, yet in good faith, when I am alone, I f $ 
I forget I am Pithias, methinkes I am Damon. 

Stepbano. 
That could 1 never doo, to forget myfelfe, full well I know, 
Wherefoever I go,.tbat I am pauper Stephano : 
But I pray you, fir, for all your phylofophie, 
See that in this courte you walke very wifely: 
You are but newly come nether, beyng ftraungers ye know, 
Many eyes are bent on you in the ftreetes as ye go : 
Many fpies are abroad, you cannot be too circumfpeft. 

Damon* 
Stephano, becaufe thou art carefull of mee thy maifter, I do 
thee praife; 
Yet thinkethis for a fuettie, no ftate to dlfpleafe • £ 7 & 

By ralke or otherwise : my rriende and I entende, we wyll here 
As men that come to fee tbe-foyte and maners of al men of 

every degree. 
Pithagoras faid, that this worlde was like a ftage * *, 
Wheron many play their partes s the lookers-on, the fage 
Phylofophers are, faith he, whofe parte is to learne 
The maners of all nations, and the good from the bad to dif- 
cerne. 

Steplranp. 
Good faith, fir, concernynge the people they are not gay, 
And as farre as I fee they be mummers, for nought they fay, 
For the mofte parte, what fo ever you afke them. 
The foyle is fuche, that to live heare I cannot lyke. *i/y 

Damon, • * 

Thou ipeakeft accordynge to thy learnynge, but I fay, 
Omnejblum firti patria : a wife man may lyve every wheare; 

*7 «mj like ajl*gi\ U lyk« unto a flage, 24 edit* 

Therfore, 
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Thcrforc, my dcarc friende Pithia9, 
Let us view this towne in evcric place, 
And then confider the peoples maoers alio. 

Pitbias. 
As you wyll, my Damon ; but how fay you Stephano i 
Is it not fci| ere we go further, to take fome repaffc ? 

Stepbano. 
In faith, I lyke well this queftion, fir : for all your hafte, 
To eate fomewhat, I pray you, think it no fqlly j 
It is hie dinner time, I know by my belly* tt/o 

J)amon. ' 

Then let us to our lodging departe : when dinner is done. 
We wyll view this citie as we have begonne, [Exeunt* 

Here entretb Carifophus. 
Carifophuu 

Once agayne in hope of good wynd, I hoyfe up my fayle, 
I goe into the citie to finde forn pray for myne availe ^ '' 
I hunger while I may fee the ftraungers that lately 
Arrived, I were fafe if once I might meete them 'happily, 
Let them barke that luft at thii kinde of gajne, 
He is a foole that for his profit will not take payne: 
Though it be joyned with other mens hurt, I care not at all, 
For profit I wyll accufe any man, hap what (hall, %* 

But foft, firs, I pray you huyfh : what are they that comq 

here ? 
By their apparell and countinaunce, fome grangers they ap* 

peare. 
! wyll fhrowde my felfe fecretly, even here for a while, 
To heare all their talke, that I may them beguyle> 

Here entretb Damon and Stephano* 

Stephano* 
A fliorte horfe foone curried 2 * ; my belly waxeth thinner, 
I. am as hungry now, as when I went to dinner : 
Your philofophicall diet is fo fine and (mall, 
That you may eate your dinner and fupper at once, and not 
furfaite at all. 

*P AJbvtt horfi Joont curried \) 'See Ray's Provtrbs, p. 156. 

Dam$n. 
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Damon* 
Stephano, much meat breedes heavynes, thinne diet maket 
thee li&hr. \ 

Stephano* \ 

I may be lighter thereby, but I fhall never run the falter, Jo 

Damon* 
I have had fufficiently difcourre ot' a mi tie, 
Which I had at dinner with Pithias ; and his pleafaunt com- 

panie 
Hath fully iatisfied me ; it doth mee. good to feede myne eyes 
on him. 

Stephano* 

Courfe or difcourfe, your courfe is very courfe; for all 
your talke, 
You had but one bare courfe, and that was pike, rife an4 

walke. 
And furely, for all your talke of philofophie, 
I never heard that a man with wordes could fill his belly* 
Feede your eyes (quoth you f) the reafon from my wifdom 

fwarveth, 
1 (tared on you both, and yet my belly itarveth. 

Damon* 
Ah Stephano, fmall diet maketh a fine memorie* ¥ ° 

Stephano* 
I care not for your craft ie fophiltrie, 
You two are fine, let mee be fed like a grofe knave ftyU, 
I pray you licence mee for a while to have my will, 
At home to tary, whiles you take vew of this citie : 
To fynde fome odde victualles in a corner, I am verie wittie. 

Damon* 

At your pleafure, fir, I wyll wayte on my felfe this daye, 

Yet attende upon Pithias, whiche for a purpofe tarieth at 

home ; 
So doyng, you wayte upon mee alfo. 

Stephano. * 

With winges on my feete I go. [Exit* 

Damon* 
Not in vain the poet fayeth : Nat ur am f urea expeUas* tamen $r a 
ttjque rccttrrit* 
For trayne up a bondman never to fo good a behaviour, 
Yet in fome pointe of fervilitie he wyU favour : 

Ai 
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As this Stephano, truftie to nice his matter, lovyng and kinde, 
Tec touchy ng his belly,, a rery bondman I him fihde: 
He is to be borne withall, beyng fo juft and true^ 
I allure you, I would not chaunge him for a new : 
But met thinkes, this is a pleafant citic, 
The feate is good* 9 , and yet not Jhonge, and that is great 
pittie. 

Carifipbtts. 
♦ I am fafe, he is rayne owne. 

Damon* 
h-0 The ayre fubtle and fine, the people would be wittie, 
That dwell under this climate in lb pure a region, 
A trimmer plotte f have not feene in my peregrination : 
Nothing miilyketh mee in this countrey, 
But that I. heafe fuch mutter jrrg of ctueltie : 
Fame reporteth firange thynges of. Dionifius, 
But kynges matters paflyng our reache, pertayne not to tn« 

Carifophut* 
Dionifius (quoth you ?) fince the worlde began 4 , 
In Cicilia never raygned fo cruell a man : 
A defpightfull tirant to all men, I marvayle I, 
That none makes him away, and that fodaynly. 7& 

Damon, 
My friende, the goddes forbyd fo cruell a thynge, 
That any man mould lift up his fworde againft the kynge : 
Or feeke other meanes by death him to prevent, 
Whom to rule oh earth the mightie goddes have fent : 
£ut, my friende, leave off this talke of kynge Dionifius. 

Curifopbus. 
Why, fir ? he cannot hear us. 

Damon. 
What then f A* nrfcis tongas Regiius effe manus f 
It is no fafe talkynge of them that ftr)ke afarreoff: 
But leavyng kynges matters, I pray you fliew me this curtefie, 
To describe in lew vvordes the fhue of this citie. ul 

*9 The feate is good,") The feate means the JUttaiiotu See, in Dr. 
Johnfonls Dictionary, kiftances of it, from Raleigh, Hay ward, Bacon a 
and B. Jonfon. N. 

So Duncan, in Macbeib, fays : 

« This tflftle hath » pleafantjk*. 

.6 A tra- 
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A travayler I am, defirous to know 
The ftate of eche count rye, wher ever I go ; 
Not to the hurt of any ftate, but to get experience therby : 
It is not for nought, that the poet doth crye, 
Die mibi tnufa wirum, capta pqft tempera Tfqjit, 
£>ui mores hominum muhorum vidit et utbes* 
In whiche verfes, as fome writers do fcan, 
The poet defci ibeth a perfe& wife man : 
Even fo, 1 beyng a Granger, addi&ed to ptvylofophie, 

To fee the llate of countreyes my felfe I applie. J Q 

Cari/bp&us. 
Sir, I lyfce this entent ; but may I aike your name without 
fcorne ? 

Damon* 
My name is Damon, well knowen in my countrey, a gen<* 
tlemaa borne* 

Carifopbus* 
You do wifely, to ferche the ftate of eche countrie 
To beare intelligence rherof, whither you lull : he is a fpie* 
Sir, I pray you, have pacience a while, for I have to do 

here by : 
View this weake parte of this citie as you ftand, and i very 

quickly 
Wyll retourne to you agayne, and then wyll I (how 
The ftate of all this countrie, and of the courte alio* [Exit* 

Damon* 
I thanke you for your "courtefic. — This chaunceth well that I 
Met with this gentleman fo happely, j; oo 

Whiche, as it feemeth, mifliketh fome thynge, 
Els he would not talke fo boldly of the kynge, 
And that to a ftranger : but loe where he comes in hafle. 

Here entreth Carifophus and Snap** 
Carifiphus. 
*°This U he febw, Snap, inap him up :' away with him. 

Snap. 
Good felow, thou inuit go with mee to the courte. 

Warn**. 
To the court, fir I and why r 

*° This is hc % Sec. J This is the, Sec. ad edfe 

Carifophus. 
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Carijbphus, 
Well, we wyli difpute that before the kyng, away with hym 
quickly. 

It this the curtcfie you prorayfed mee, and that very lately. 

Car if of bus. 
Away with hym, I fay, •»» 

Damttu 
Ufe ao violence, I wyll go with you quietly. I>*D 

[Exeunt tmnes. 

Here entreth Ariftippus. 

Arlftifpus. 
Ah, lira, by'r lady, Ariftippus lykes Dioniiius' court very 

well, 
Whiche in paffyng joyes, and plafures, doth excelL 
Where he hath Dapfil* cartas gemaUs le&cs et auro 
Fulgentii turgmani zonam. 
I have plied the harveft, and ftroke when the yron was 

hotte, 
When 1 fpied my time, I was not fquemifh to crave, God 

wotte. 
But with fome pleafant toyes 3I , I crept into the kinge's bofome, 
For whiche Dionifius gave me Auri takntwn magnum^ 
A large rewarde for fo fimple iervices : 
What then ? the kinge's prayie itandeth chiefly in bound* 

fulnefle: ,. ? 

Which thynge, though I tolde the kyng very pleafantly, 
Yet can I proove it by good writers of great antiquitie : 
But that (hall not neede at this time, fince that I have abound- 

antly. 
When I lacke herafter, I wyll ufe this poinft of phylofophie : 
But now, whereas I have felt the kynge's lyberalytie, 
As princely as it came, I wyll fpende it as regallie : 
Money is currant, men fay, and currant comes of Currendo : 
Then wyll I make money runne, as his nature requireth I trow. 
For what becomes a philosopher bed, r 

Bat to difpife mony above ijac reft£ * * f 


31 *>>«,] ty<*j ift e<liu 
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And yet, not fo defpife it, but to have in ftore, 
Enoughe to ferve his owne tourne, and fomewhat more. 
With fondrie fportes and tauntes, yefter night I delighted thr 

kinge, 
That with his lowde laughter the whole cotirte did ring, 
And I thought he laught not merier then I, when I got thU 

liioney. 
But, mumbouget 32 for Carifophus I efpie 
-In hade to come hether : I mull handle the knave finely. 
Oh, Carifophus, my deareft frende, my truftie companyon ! 
What newes with you i where have you been fo longe ? 

Here entretb Carifophus. 

Carifophus, 
My beft beloved friend Ariftippus, I am come at laft, *+& 
I have not fpent all my time in waft. 
I have got a pray, and that a good one I trow. 

Ariftippus. 
What pray is that ? faine would I know. 

Carifophus* 
Such a crafty fpie I have caught, I dare fay, 
As never was in Cicilia before thi9 day } 
Suche a one as vewed every weake place in the citie, 
Survewed the haven, and each bulwarke, in talke very wittit j$ 
And yet by fome wordes himfelfe he dyd bewray. 

Ar[ftippus. 
I thinke fo in good faith, as you did handle him. 

Carifophus* 
I handled him darkly, I joyned in talke with him courte- £t> 
oufly; 
But when wee were entred, I let him fpeake his wyll, and I 
Suckt out thus muchof his words, that I made him fayplaynely, 
He was come hether to know the Hate of the citie. 
And not onely this, but that he would underftande 
The ftate of Dionifius* courte, and of the whole land ; 

34 mumbouget,'] A cant term for be filent ; mum and budget are the 
words made ufe of by Slender and Ann Page in The Merry Wives of 
fVindfir. 

Which 
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Which wordcs when I heard, I defired him to ftayey 

Till I had done a little bufinefle of the way. 

Promi£ng him to returne agaype quickly ; and fo did conviye 

Myfelf to the court for Snap the tipftane, which came and up* 

ibatched him, 
Brought him to the court, and in the porter's lodge diipatched 

him, \f^ 

After I ran to Dionifius, as faft as I could, 
And bewrayed this matter to him, which I have you tolde : 
Which thinge when hee heard, beinge very mery before, 
He foddainly fell in dump, and fomyng like a bore, 
At laft, he fwore in great rage, that he (hould die 
By the fworde, or the wheele, and that very (hortly. 
I am too (hamefaft for my rravell and toyle, 
I crave nothinge of Pionifius, but onely his fpoyle : 
Litle hath he about him, but a few motheaten crownes of 

golde, 
Cha poucht them up all readie, they are fure in hold : 7 
And now I goe into the citie, to fay fboth, 
To fee what he hath at. his lodginge, to make up my mouth. 

Arijlippus. 
My Carifophus, vou have don good fervice ; but what is 

the fpie's name ? 

Carifophus* 
He is called Damon, borne in Greece, from whence latly 

he came. 

j4riftiffus. 

By my trouth, I will goe fee him, and fpeak with him too 
if I may. 

Carifophus. 
Doo fo, I pray you ; but yet by the way, 
A& occafion lerveth, commende my fervice to the kinge. 

Arijlippus* 
Diftum fapienti fat eft: friend Carifophus, fhal I forget that 
thinge i 
No, I warrant you, though I fay litle to your face, 
1 wyll lay on with my mouth for you to Dionifius, when I am $t 

in place. 
If I fpeake one worde for fuch a knave, hang mee. \Exit m 

Carifophus 


f 
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Our fine Phylofbpher, our trimme learned elfe, 
Is gone to fee as falfe a fpie as himfelfe : 
Damon fmatters as well as he, of craftie phylofophie, 
And can; tourne cat in the panne 33 very pretily : 
But Carifophus hath geven him fuch a mightie checke, 
As I thinke in the ende will breake his necke : 
What cate I for that ? why would 3 * he then prie, 
Aad learne the fecret eftate of our countrey and citie ? 
He is but a ftranger, by his fall let others be wife, tff 

I care not who fall, fo that I may ryfe : 
As for tine Ariftippus, I wyll keepe in with hynr, 
He is a ihrewde foole to deale wit hall, he can fwym : 
And yet by my trouth, * s to fpeake my confcience playnely, 
I wyll ufe his friendmip to myne owne commodytie : 
While Dionifius favoureth him, Ariftippus fhal be mine ; 
But if the kyng once frowne on him, then good night, To* 

maline: 
He fhal be as ftraunge, as thoughe I never fawe hym before, 
But 1 tarie too Ipnge, I wyll prate no more : 
Jacke, come awaye. * h* *•> 

Jacke. 

At hande, fyr. 

33 tourne cat in the panne] A proverbial expreffion, of which it is difficult 
to give a fatisfa&ory explanation, though the meaning of it is fumciently 
obvious. A gentleman, who formerly wrote in The Gentleman's Magazine 
under a feigned name, fuppofes the word cat fhould be changed to cate ; 
4i an old Word for a cake, or other aumalette, which being ufuallyyWW, and 
*< confequently turn'd in the fan, does therefore very aptly exprefs the 
** changing of fides in politics or religion, or, as we otherwife fay, the 
u turning one's coat" Gent. Mag. 1754* p. 66. Another writer, however, 
gives the following explanation of it : " Catipan, to turn catipan, from a 


** people called Catipani f iti Calabria and Apulia, who got an ill name by 
«' reafon of their perfidy j very falfely by us called Gat in pan." Ibid^ 
f. 17a. 

**• would] fhould, 2d edit. 

3 S — 'to fpeake my confcience playnely, 

I wyll ufe bisfriendflxp to myns owne commodytie :J CommoJity is in.- 
tereft. §0, in the former partot this Play, p. 184, 

" They would honour friendlhij), and not for commoditie:" 
King John, A. 1. S. 2. 

Commodity, the bias of the world. 

Vol. I. N Carifophus 
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, Carifophus* * 

At Damon's* kxlgyng if that you fee 
Any fturre to ariie, be ityll at handc by mjee : 
Rather then I wyll lofe the fpoyie, I wyli blade it out. [Exeunt. 

Here entretb Pithias and Stephano, 

Pitbias* ' 

What flraunge newes are thefe, ah, my Stephano? 
Is my Damon in pryfon, as the voyce doja go ? 

Stephano* 
It is true, oh cruell happe ! he is taken for a fpie, 
And as they fay, by DionifiW owue mouth eondempned to die* 

Piibias, 
To die ? alas I for what caufe t 

Stephano, f, \ o 

A ficophant falfely accufea hym : other caufe there is none: 
But, oh Jupiter, of all wronges the revenger, 
Seeffc thou this unjuftice, and wilt thou ftaie any longer 
From heaven to fende downe thy hot confumyog fcre, 
To deflroy the workers of wroage, whiche provoke thy juft ire.*" 
Alas ! maiiler Pithias, what (hall we do ? 
Being in a ftrange countrey, voyde of friendes, and acquaint- 
ance too. 
Ah, poor Stephanos hail thou lived to fee this daye ? 
To tee thy true may iter unjuftly made away? 

Pithias, 
Stephano, feeyng the matter is come to this extremytie* 
Let us make vertue our friend, of meare neceflytie : b *•£ 

Runne thou to the court, and underlland fecretly 
As muche as thou canlt of Damon's caufe, and 1 
Will make fome meanes to entreat Ariftippus : 
He can do much (as I heare) with king Dfonifius* 

St+pbano. 
1 am gone, fir"— ah, I would to God my travayle and paype; 
Myght reitore my maytler to his lybertie agayne ! [ExiK 

P Pithias. 

I Ah wofull Pithias ! fithe now I am alone, 
What way (hall I firit' begin lie to mal(e my mone ? 

Wljat 


) 
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What wordes (hall I finde apjt for my compla>*nte I 

barooa, my friend, my joy, my life* is in peril, offeree I muft £ '3 o 

now faint. 
Bur, oh miificke, as in joy full tunes thy mcry notes I did borow, 
So now lend mee thy yernfull tunes, to utter my fprrowV 

Here Pithias Jtng «, dnd the regaUes '* fay. 

J WAKE, yee wqfuU wight es, * 
That longe bawe wept in woe: - 
Refigne to mee your plainies and teare$ f 

My haplejfe hap tejbo* 
My wo no tongue can tell, 
Ne pen omm well defirie : y 

O what a death is this to heare t 

Damon my friend* muft die. </ 

The loffe of worldly wealthy 

Mannas wifdome may reftore 9 
Andpbificke hath provided too 
/ A. fahe for e/verie fore :■ 

But my trnefrende once Iqfi* 
No arte can well fupplie : 

Then y what a death is this to heare ! 
Damon my friend, muft die* 

My mouth refitfe thefoode, 

That Jbould my limmesfuftqyne t h O 

Letforowftnke into my breft 9 

And ranfacke eifery vqyne : 

3* regalUt"] Resale forta dt ftrumento flmile all' organo, maminorc 
Ahitri Dixion. Ital. cd Ing. Lord Bacon diftinguimes between tb* regal 
and the organ in a manner which fhews them to be inftruments of the 
fame clafs. u T*h$ founds that produce tones are ever from fuch bodies 
4i as have their pacts and pores equal, as are nightingale pipes of regals or 
♦' organs/' JVar. Hi/i. Cent. 2. Se& 102. But, notwithftz^ding thefe 
authorities, the appellative • regal has given great trouble to the lexico- 
grapher, whofe femimen^s with regard to its fignification arc colle&ed 
and brought into one point of view by Sir John Hawkins, in his Hjflory of. " 
Mujiciy vol. II. p. 448. from whence this Note is extracted. See alfo a 
Note, by the Hon. Dames Barrington, to Hamhty A. 3. S, 2. in the Edition 
of Shakfpearc 1773, omitted in that of 1778. 

N a Ton . 
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You furies all at wict 
On me your tormentes trie: 

Whyfbauld I lk>e % ftnce that ** I heart 
Damon my friend muft 38 die f 

Gripe me y yougndygreefs t 

Andprefent pangues of death % 
You fyfters three , with cruett handles, 

JViih fpeed come ^Jlop my breath i (~ 

Shrine me in clay alive, 

Some good man flop mine eye : 
O death com nmv f fiing I heart 
Damon my friend muft die. 

Hefpeahth this after thefonge\ 

In vaine I call for death, which hearcth not my complaint i 
But what wifdorae is this, in fuch extremytieto faint ? 
Multumjuvat in re mala animus bonus, 
I wyll to the courte myfelfe, to make friendcs, and that pre* 

fently 
I wyll never forfake my friende in time of milerie— 
Bur. do I fee Stephano amazed hether to ronne ? "7 

Here entretb Stephano. 

Stephano. 
O Pithias, Pithias, we are all undone! 
Mine owne eares have fucked in mine owne forow ♦ 
I heard Dionifius fweare, that Damon fhould die to-morrow, 

Pithias. 
How earned thou fo neare the prefence of the kynge, 
That thou mighteft heare Dionifius fpeake this thynge f 

Stephano. 
By friendlhip I gate into the courte, where, in great audience, 
I heard Dionifius with his owne mouth geve this cruell ientence, 
By thefe exprefle wordea-: that Damon the Qreeke, that crafti* 

fpie, 
Without farther judgement, to-morow mould die t 
Beleeve mee, Pithias, with thefe eares I heard it myfelfe. T) © 

37 Jtnee thai] feeing, ad edit. 38 muff\ fho\lld, ill edit. 

39 come] now, ift edit. 

Pithias. 
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Pitbias. 
Then how nearc is rpy death alio? ah, wo is tnee ! 
Ah, my Damon, another myfelfe ; mail I forgo thee ? 

Stepbano. 

Syr, there is no tyme of lamentyng now, it behoveth us 

To make meanes to them which can doo much with Dionifius, 

That he be not made awayej ere his cauie be fully heard j far 

we fee, 
By evyll reporte, thynges be made to princes farre worfe then 

they bee. 
But lo, yonder commeth Ariftippus* in great favour with kyng 

Dionifius, 
Entreat hym to fpeake a good worde to the kynge for us ; 
And in the meane feafon, I wyll to your lodgyng, to. Tee all 
thynges fafe there. [£»/• 

Pitbifs* 

To that I agree ; but let us Hip afide his talke to heart* ^ ^ 

Here entretb ArifHppus. 

Ariftifpus 
Here is a fodayne chaunge indeede, a ftrange raetaraorphous, 
This courte is cleane altered, who would have thought this ? 
pionifius of late fo pleafant and mery 
Is quite changed now into fuche melancholy, 
That nothyng can pleafe hym ; he walked up and doWne, 
Fretting and chafyng, on everie man he doth frowne : 
In fo much, that when I in pleafant. wordes began to play, 
So flernly he frowned on roee, and knit me up fo ihorr, 
I percey ve it is no fafe playing with lyons, but when it pleafe 

them * 
If you claw where it itch not, you (hall difeafe them, n ' u 
And fb perhaps get a clap 1 : myne owne proefe taught mee this, 
That it is very good to be mery and wile : 
Theoaely caufe of this hurly-burly is Carifophus, that wicked 

man, 
Which lately tooke Damon for a fpie, a poore gentleman ; 
And hath incenced the kynge againft him £o defpight fully, 
That Dionjfius hath judged him tomorow to die* 

N j I have 
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I have talkt with Damon, whom though in words I found very 

wittie, 
Yet was he more curious then wife, in yiewyng this citie : 
But truly, for aught 1 can learne, there is no caufe why 
So fodenly and cruelly he (hould be condemned to die : '] 
How fo ever it be, rhis is the ihort and longe, 
I dare not gainfay the kynge, be it right or wrong : 
I am fory, and that is all f may or can doo in this cafe, 
Nought avayleth perfwafjon, where frowarde opinion taketh 
place, 

Pithias. 

Sir, if humble futes you Would not difpife, 
Then bow on *° mce your pitifull eyes : 
My name is Pithias, in Greece well knowne, 
A perfect friend to that wofull Damon, 
Whiche now a popre captive in this courte doth lie, m 

By the kinges owne mouth, as I here, condemned to die: ^ * 
For'whom I crave your rflatttffhip^s goodnetfe, 
To fland his friende in this his great diftreffe : 
Nought hath he done worthy of death, but very fondly, 
Being a ftraunger, he vewcd this citie, . 
For no evil! priftifes, but to feeoe his ejpes. 
But feing Dionifius is informed otherwife, 
My fute is to you, when you fee time and place* 
To aiTwage the kinges anger,«nd to purchafe his grace; 
In which dooyng, you (ball not -doo good to one oneiy, 
But you ihall further too, and that fully. V <j 

Arjflippw. 

My friend, in, this cafe J can doo you no pleafuit. , 

Pithias, 

Syr, you ferve in the court, as fame doth tell* 

Ariftippus. 

l«m of the court indeed, but none of the cottnfduV 

Pithias. 
As I heare, none is in greater favour with the king, then yo\i 
at this day. 

Ariftippuu 

The more in favour, the lefle I dare fay* 

4° <m\ *nt<* 2d edit, 

fitbi&A. 
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It 'S a courtier^s prayte to helpe flraingers in miferie* 

' Ariftiffus. 
* To help an other, and hurte mytfelfe, it is an evyll point of 
cottnefio. 

Phbias, , 

You (hall sot hurt yourfelfe to fpeake for the innocent, 

Ariftippuu 

He is not innocent, whom the kinge judgeth nocent. 

Pithias. 
Why, fir, doo you thinke this matter pafte all remedie ? * $ 

Ar$iffus. 
So farr part, that DionHtus hath fworne, Daman to-morow 
(hall die. 

This word my trembling heart cutteth in two : 
Ah, fir, in this wofull cafe what will I bell to doo t 

Arifiipfmu 
Bed to content yourfelfe, when there is no remedie, 
He is well relived that forknoweth his miferie : 
Yet if any comfort be, it refteth in Eubuhis, 
The chieieft cotmfelkmr about kinge Diontikts ; 
Which pittieth Damon's cafe in this great extremitie, 
Perfwady ng <be kyoge irorn all kynde of crueltie. 

Prthias. 
The fnightic gods prefenre you, for this worde of comforte : ^ 
Takyng my leave of your goodne&e, I wyll now refocte 
To Eubulus, that good counfciler : 
But harke, metsbinke I heare a trompet blow* 

Arjftippuu 
The kyng is at Parade, Jtande clofebithe preafe 41 , beware, % 
if he know 
You are friend to Damon, he wyH take you for a (pie alfp : 
FareWel, I dare not be feene with you. * ^ 

4« fnafc] crowd. See Note 29 to Tancred and Gifmtmda, vol. II, 
p. 190* 
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Here entrelb Kyng Dionifius, Eubulus tbe'CounfeUer*, 4/u/Gronne 

the Hangman* 

Dionifius. 
Gronno, doo my commaundement, flrike of Damon's irons 
by and by, 
Then bryng hym foorth, I myfelfe will fee him executed pre- 
fently. 

Gronno* 
O mightie king, your commaundement wyll I doo fpeedely* 

L. Dionifius* 

h O Eubulus, thou haft talked in vaine, for fure he fhall die* 
Shall I fuffer my lyfe to ftand in peryll of everie fpie ? 

Eubulus, 
That he confpired againft your perfon, his accufer cannot £ay« 
He only viewed your citie, and wyll you for that make hita 
away i 

Dionifius* 
What he would have done, the gefle is great, he minded mec 
to hurt, 
That came fo (tyly, to ferch out the fecret eftate #f my courte : 
Shall I fly 11 lye in fearc i no, no : I wyll cut off fuch impe* 

berime, 
Leaft that to my farther daunger too hie they clime. 

Eubulus, 
Yet have the mightie goddes immortall fame affigned 
To all worldly^princes, whiche in mercie be inclined* 

Dionifius* 
^ 6 Let fame talke what fhe lyft, fo I may lyre in fafetic, 

Eubulus* 
The onely meane to that, is, to ufe mercie* 

Dionifius* ' 

A miltfe prince the people defpifeth, 

Eubulus* 
1 A cruell kinge the people hateth. 

DUnyfius, 
Let them hate me, fa they feare mee, 

Eubulus* 
Tl»t is not the way to ly ve in fafetie., 

Dionifius* 
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Dionifius, 
My (Word and power (hall purchafe my quietneffe. 

Eubulus, 
That is fooner procured by mercy and gentlenefle, 

Dionifius, 
Dionifius ought to be feared, 

Eubulus, 
Better for him to be wel beloved. 

Dionifius, 
Fortune maketh all thinges fubje& to my power, V & 

Eubulus, 
Beleeve her not, (he is a light goddefle, (he can laugh and 
low re. 

■ "Dionifius, 
A kinges prayfe ftandeth in the revenging of his enemie* 

Eubulus, 
A greater prayfe to winne him by clemencie. 

Dionifius, 
To fuffer the wicked to live, it is no mercie. 

Eubulus, 
To kill the innocent it is great cruel tie. 

Dionifius, 
Is Damon innocent, which fo craftely under minded Cari- 
fophus, 
To underftand what he could of kinge Dionifius ? 
Which furvewed the haven, and eche bulwarcke in the ciue, 
Where battrie might be layde, what way beft to approche? 

(hall I 
Suffer fuch a one to live that worketh mee fuch difpite ? *f ' 

No, he (hall die ; then I am fafe, a dead dogge cannot bite* 

Eubulus. 
Bu0yet,Omightieking, my dutie bindeth mee 
To geve fuch counfell, as with your honour may beft agree 
The ftrongeit pillers of princely dignitie, 
I finde is * 2 jultice with mercy and prudent liberalise : 
The one judgeth all thinges by upright equitie ; 
The other rewardeth the worthy, flying eche extremities 
Jks to (pare thofe which offend malicioufly, 

** ijJ this, ill edit. 
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It may be called no juftice, but extreame injurie : K * 
So upon fufpicion of eche thinge not well proved, £ C* ^> 
To put to death prefently whom envious flattery accufed. 
ft fecmeth of tiranny ; and upon what fickle ground al tirants 

doo ftand, 
Athene** and Lacedemon can teache you, if it be rightly 

fcande. 

s 

And not only thefe citezens, but who curioufly ieekes 

The whole hiftories of all the world, not only of Romainet 

and Greekes, 
Shall well perceyve of all tirauntes the ruinous fall, 
Their ftate uncertaine,; beloved of none, but hated of all. 
*Of mcrcifull princes, to iete outtheif paffyng felycitie, . 
1 neede not, ynough of that even thefe dayes do teftifie; 
Tbey live devoid of feare, their fleapes are found, they dreed / 

no enetnie, 
They are feared and loved : and why \ they rule with jutiicc 

and mercie, 
Estendyng juftice to fuch as wickedly from juftice hare 

fwarved, 
Mercie unto thofe where opinion firapteneJTe have mercie de- 

ferved. 
Of lybei tie nought I fay, but only this thynge, 
Lybertie upholdeth the ftate of a kynge; 
Whofe large bounrifulnefTe ought to tall to this iflue, 
To rewarde none but fuch as defer ve it for vertue. 
Whiche mercifull juftice if you would folow, and provident 

liberalytie, 
Neither the cateipillers of all courtes, Et fruges confumere 

natiy 
Parafites with wealth puft up, fhould not looke fo hie ; 2-1> 

Nor yet, for thfs rim pie facl, goore Damon ftioulde die* 

Dionifius." ' 

With payne mine eares have heard this vayne talke or 

mercie ; 
| tell thee, feare and terrour defendeth kynges only ; 
Tyll he be gone whome I fufpect, how {ball I lyve quietiye, 
tyhofe memorie with chilling hoiror fils my bead day and 

night violently? 

My 
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My drcadfull dreames of him bereves my reft ; on bed I lie 
Shakyng and trembling, as one ready to yelde his throate to 

Damon's fword : 
TKis quakyng dread, nothyng but Damon's bloud can ftay. 
Better he die then J to be tormented with feare alway : 
He ftiail die, tfhough Eubulus confent not thereto, J 6 

J* is lawfuil for kmges, as they lid, all thynges to doo. 

fiere Gronno bringetb in Damon, and Pithjas msetetb him &y 

the wiry, 

fitkitfS. 
Oh, my Damon ! 

Daman, i 

Oh, my P'rthias, feying death mutt parte us, farewel for ever. 

Pitbias, 
Oh, Damon, oh, my fweere rriende ! 

Snap, 

Away from the pry foner, what a preafe have we here ? 

Gronno. 
As you qommaunded, O, mighty kinge, we hare brought 
Damon, 

Dionifius, 
Then go to, make ready, I will not ftirre out of this place, 
Till I fee his head frroken off before my face. 

Gronno, 
. It /hall be done, fir : becaufe your eyes have made fuch a doo, 
I wyl knock down this your lantern, and (hut up your ihop* *i & 
window too. 

Daman. 
O, mightie king, whereas no trueth my innocent lyfe can fare, 
But that !• greedily you thirft 43 my gtltlefle bloud to have, 
•Albeit '(even in thought) I had not ** ought againft yonf perfon ; 
Yet now I plead not for lyfe, ne wyll I crave your pardon ; 
But feyngin Greece, my countrey, where well I am knowne, 
I have worldly thinges fit for mine aliance, when I am gone, 

-♦3 thlrf] thruftj i ft edit. 

44 (gven in thought) I had not] (even for thought) for I had not j Both 
JLda'Kmi. The alterations by Mr. Dodiley. 

To 
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To difpofc them or I die, if I might obtaine leafure, 

I would account it (O kyng) for a paflyng great pleafure : 

Jtfot to prolonge my lyfe therby, for which I reken not this, 

But to lee my thynges in a flay, and furely I wyll not miflc, ^ \> 

Upon the faith which all gentylmen ought to embrace, 

To returne agayne at your time to appoynte, to yeeld my body 

here in this place. 
Graunt me (O kinge) fuch .time to difpatch this injurie, 
And I wyll not fayic when you appoint, even here my lyfe to; 
pay 45 . 

Dionijivi 
A pleafant requeft ! as though I could trull him abfent, 
Whom in no wile I cannot trull beinge prefent ; 
And yet though I fware the contrarie, doo that I require, 

geve mee a pledge for thy returrie, and have thine owne defireV 
e is as nere now as he was before* 

Damon. 
There is no furer nor greater pledge then the faith of a gen* § ^ 
tleman, ' 

fiionifau 

It was wont to be, but otherwife now the world doth ftande; 
Therefore doo as I fay, els prefendy yeeld thy necke to the^ 

fword. 
If I might with my hpnour, I would recall my worde* 

Pitbias. 
Stand to your worde, O kinge, for kingea ought nothing fay f 
But that they would performe in perfect deeds alway. 
A pledge you did require when Damon his fute did meeve, 
For which with heart and ftretched handes moil humble) 

thankes I geve ; 
And that you may not fay hut Damon hath a frinde, 
That loves him better then his owne life, and will doo to tuft 

ende % ^ ., 

Take mee (O mightie king) my lyfe I pawne^&r his, - * 
Strike oif my head, if Damon hap at his day for to mtfTe, 

Dionifius. 
What art thou that chargelt me with my worde fo boldly 
here ? 

* 5 P^y] yeehk fpeedily, ad edit. 
* 6 1 pLtwi'A torawne, ad edit. 

Pitbiai. 
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Pitbias, 

I am Pitbias, a Greekc born, which holde Damon my friend 

full deare. 

Dionijtus. 
To dere perhaps to hazard thy life for him : what 47 fondnes -. 

moveth thee f 

Pitbias. 

No fondnefle at all, but perfect amitie. 

Dionijtus, 
A mad kinde of amitie ! advife thyfelf well ; if Damon fayle 
at his day, 
Which ihal be juftly appointed, wilt thou die for him, to raee 
his lyfe to pay I 

Pitbias* ' 
Moil wyllyngly, O mightie kyng ; if Damon fayle let Pithiat 
die, 

Dionijtus. 
Thou feemeft to truft his wordes, that pawneft thy lyfe fo 
franckly. 

Pitbias. v ^ 

What Damon faith, Pithias beleveth afluredly. * ^ 

Dionijtus* 
Take heede, for life worldly men breake proraife in many 
thinges. * 

Pitbias. 
Though worldly men doo fo, it never happes araongft 
frindes. 

Dionijtus. 
What calleft thou friende6, are they not men ? is not this 
true ? 

Pitbias. 
Men they be, but fuch men as love one another onejy for 
vertue. 

Dionijtus. 
For what vertue dofle thou love this fpie, this Damon ? 

Pitbias. 
For that vertue which yet to you is unknowne. 

*7 fondnefs'] folly. Thus Spenfer, in his Sonnets, 
" FonJnefs it were for any, being free, 
*' To covet fetters, though they golden be." 

Dionijitt** ' 
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DiomJtuSm 

Eubulus^what (hall I doo ? I would di (patch this Damort 
faynt, 
But this fooliih felow fo cbaro;eth mee, that I may not call 
back my worde aga'me. 

EuhuJuu 
The reverent majeflie of a king {lands cbieflye hi keeping 
bis promife. 
tf What you have fayde this whole court bearqth witnefie* 
Save your honour whatfoever you doo. 

Dioni/ius. 
For (aveing mine honour, I rauft forbeare my wyll* Go to, 
Pithias, feeing thou tookeft roe at my word, take Damon to 

thee, 
For two momhes he is thine, unbinde him, I (et him free; 
Which time once expired, yf he appeare not the next day by 

noone, 
Without further delay thou (halt lofe thy tyfe a and that full 

foone. 
Whether he die by the way, or lie fick in his bead> 
If he retourne not then, thou (halt either hange of lofe thy 
head. 

Pithias* 
For this, O mightie kiiige, I yeld immortall thankes. O 
joyfull day 1 

Dionijtus. 
i / c Gronno, take him to thee, bind him, fee him kept in fafetie* 
If he efcape, aflure thyfelfe for him thou (halt die. 
Eubulus, let us dcpaite, to talke of this flraunge-thinge within. 

Euhulus. 
I folowe. [Extant * 

Gronno* 

Damon, thou ferveft the Gods well to-day, be thou of com- 
fort. 
As for you, fir, I thinke you will be hanged in fporte, 
You heard what the king fayde ? I mud kepe yo:» lately : 
By cocke, fo I wyll, you (hall rather hange then- 1. - 
Come on your waj. 

Pithias. 

My Damon, farewel ; the Gods have~thee in kepeing. 

z Damon, 
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Datnon* 
Oh, my Pithias, my pleadge, farewell ; I pat j from thee « .v 
weeping, ' 

But joyfull at royMay appoynted I wyll retourne agayne» 
When I wyll deliver thee from all trouble and paine. 
Stephano wyll I leave behin.de me to wayte upon thee in prlfoa 

alone, 
And I, whom fortune hath referved to this miferie, wyll walke 

home. 
Ah, my Pithias, my pleadge, my life, my friend, farewel. 

Pit bias* 

Farewel, my Damon. / 

Damon* ' 

Loth I am to departe, fith fobbes my trembling tounge dotb 
flay j 
Oh, rauficke, found my dolefull playntes when I am gone my 
way* [Exit Damon* 

Gronno. 
I am glad he is gone, I had almoft wept to. Come, Pkhiaf, ^ 

So God help me, I am fory for thy ioolifh cafe, *~ 

Wilt thou venter thy life for a man fo fondly ? 

Pithias* 
It is no venter ; my friende is juft, for whom I delire to die. 

Gronno. 
Here is a mad man ! I tell thee, I have a wyfe whom I lore 
well, 
And if iche would die for her, chould ich weare in hell. 
Wylt thou doo more for a man then I woulde for a woman? 

Pitbias. 

Yea, that I wyll. 

Grodno* 
Then come on your wayes, you muft to prifon haftc, 
I feare you wyll repent this folly at lade. 

Pitbias. 
• That (halt thou never fee ; but oh, mufick, as my Damon 

requeued thee, 
Sounde out thy dolefull tunes in this time of calamine, 

[Rxiunt* 


* 
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Hart the regalles play a mourning finge % and Damon commeth in 
in mariners apparel and Stephano with him. 

Damon. 
Weepe no more, -Stephano^ this is but deftenie ; 
Had not this hapt, yet I know I am borne to die, ' 

Where, or in what place, the G.ds know alone, 
To whole judgment myfelfe I commit ; therefore leave of thy 

mone, 
And wayte upon Pithias in pryfon till I retourne agayne, 
In whom my joy, my care, and lyfe, doth only remayne. 

Stephano. ~ 

O t my deare matter, let me go with you ; for my poprt 
companie 
Shal be fome fmall comfort in this time of miferie. 

Damon, 
Oh, Stephano, haft thou ben fo longe with me, 
And yet doeft not know the force of true amitie? ** ® 

I tel thee once agayne, my friend and I are but one, 
Waite upon Pithias, and thinke thou art with Damon. 
Whereof I may not now difcourfe, the time pafleth away; 
The fooner I am gone, the fhorter fhall be my journay: 
Iherfore farewel, Stephano, commend me to my friende 

Pithias, 
Whom I truft to deliver in time out of this wofull cafe* [Exit. 

• Stephano, 
Farewel, my deare mafter, fince your pleafure is fo, 
Oh cruell happe ! oh, poore Stephano f 

curfed Carifophus, that firft moved this tragidie !— 

But what a noyes is this? is all well within trow.yee?. h *" 

1 feare all be not well xvithin, I^wyll go fee. — 

Come out you wefell, are you feekmge ees in Damon's chefle ? 
Come out, I fav, wylt thou be packing ? by cocke you wearer 
beft. 

Carifophus, 
How duift thou, villaine, to lay handes on me ? 

Stephano, 
Out, fir knave, or I wyll fende yee. 
Art thou not content to accufe Damon wrongfully, 
But wilt thou robbe him alfo, and that openly? 

7 'Caiyepbus* 


■ i 
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Carifopbus, 
The kinge gave mee the fpoyle, to take myne own* wilt thoU 
let me 49 ? 

Stepbano. 
Thine owne, villajne ! where is thine authority ? 

Carifopbus. 

I am authoritie of myfelfe, doft thou not know ? t 

Stephana* 
By*r ladie, that is fomewhat, but hare you no niort to fhow t 

Carifopbus. 
What if I have not? 

Stephana* 
Then for an earnest penie take this blow. 
I (hall bumbaft you, you mocking knave ; fehil put pro in mf 
purfe for this time. . 

Carifopbus* 
Jacke, give me my fword and targat* 

Jdcke. 
1 cannot com to you, maifter, this knave doth me let»— -Hold| 
maifter. 

Stepbano. 
Away, JacknapeS) els I wyll colphegydu ** by and by* 
Ye Have, I Wyll have my penyworthes of thee therefore if I die { 
Aboute, villayne* 

Carifopbus. 
O, citesens, helpe to defend me. 7 ^ 

Stepbano* 
Nay, they wyll rather helpe to hiflge thee. 

Carifopbus* 

Good felow, let us reafon of the matter quietly, beat nie nd 
more. 

Stepbano. 
On this condition I wyll nay, if thou fwere as thou art aa 
honeft man, 
Thou wylt fay nothyng to the kinge of this when I am gorine* 

Carifopbus. 
I wyll fay nothyng, here is my hand, as I am an honeft man. 

4* let w) hinder me. 

49 colfbegjw] I beliere we lhould read, colapbhv, i. e. boa of buflftf* 
ColafbiJeryTu See Cotgrave*! Dia. S. 
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Stephana. 
Then fay on thy minde: I have taken a wife othe on him, 
have I not trow ye ? 
To truft fuch a falfe knave upon his honeftie ? 
As he is an honeft man (quoth you ?) he may bewray all to the 

kinge, 
And breke his oth for this never a whit— But, my franion *° 9 

I tell you this one thing. 
If you difclofe this, I wyll devife fuch a way, £ $> 

That whilft thou livefl thou (halt remember this day. 

Carifopbus. 
You neede not devife for that, for this day is printed in my 

memory, 
I warrant you, I (bail remember this beating till I die: 
But feeing of courtefie you have granted that we fhould talkc 

quietly, 
Methinkes, in calling mee knave, you doo me muche injurie. 

Stepbano. 
Why fo I I pray thee hartely. 

Carifopbus. 
Becaufe I am the kinges man : . keepes the kinge any 
knaves ? 

Stepbano, 
He (hould not, but what he doth, it is evident by thee, 
And as farre as I can learne or uriderftand, 
There is none better able to keepe knaves in all the land, cj q 

Carifopbus. 
Oh, fir, I am a courtier, when courtiers (hall heare tell. 
How you have ufed me, they will not take it well. 

Stepbano. 

Nay, all right courtiers will kenne me thanke sx ; and wot 
you why ? 
Becaufe I handled a counterfait courtier in his kinde fo finely. 

5° But my franion] i. e. loofe companion. So Spenfer : 

Might not be found a ranker fronton. 
Again, 

A faire franion fit for fuch a pheere. S. 
Again, in 7%e firfi Tart of King Edward IV. Sign. C 5 : « Hces a 
<* frank franion, a merrie companion, and lores a wench well." 
- s« 'JUntti me thank] See Note 34. to Gammer Gurtom's Ncedlt, vol. II. 
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What, fyr ? all a/e not courtiers that hare a counterfait fhow ; 
In a trope of honed men, fome knaves may {land, ye know, 
Such as by flelth creep in under the colour of honeftie, 
Which forte under "that cloke doo all kinde of villanie : 
A right courtier is vertuous, gentill, and full of urbanitie, , 
Hurting no man, good to all, devoide of villanie : / <£T* ' 

But fuche as thou art, fountaines of fquirilitie, and vayne de- 

lightes ; 
Though you hange by the courtes, you are but flattering pa* 

rafites, 
As well deferving the right name of courtefie, 
As the coward knight the true praife of chevalrie : 
I could fay more, but I wyll not, for that I am your well-wilier. 
In faith, Carifophus, you are no courtier, but a caterpiller, t 
A ficophant, a parafite, a flatterer, and a knave ; 
Whether I wyll or no, thefe names you mud have : 
How well you deferve this, by your deedes it is knowne, 
For that fo unjuftly thou had accufed poore Damon, & 

Whofe wofull cafe the gods heljpe alone. 

Carifophus* 
Sir, are you his fervaunt, that you pitie his cafe fo ? 

Stephano* * 
No bum troth, good man Grumbe, his name is Stephano, 
I am called Onaphers, if needs you wyll know. 
The knave beginneth to fift mee, but I turne my name inland 

out, 
Cretifo cum Cretenje 5 % to make him a loute, " [dfidc* 

Carijbpbus. 
What mumble you with yourfelfe, matter Onaphets ? 

Stephana. 
I am reckening with myfelre how I may pay my debtes. 

Carifophus. 
You have paide me more then you did owe me. 

Stephano. 
Nay, upon a farther reckoning, I wyll pay you more, if I Z. fr 
know 
Either you talke of that is done, or by your ficophanticall envye» 

5* Cretifi cum Cretenfe] Read K^Ttfw. Vide Erafm. Chiliad. The 
Crttans were famous for double dealing. Cretixare f however, is a word 
•mploy'd by lexicographers, inftead of mentiri. S. 
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* You pricke forth Dionifius the fooner, that Damon may die t 
I wyll fo pay thee, that thy bones (hall rattell in thy fkinne. 
Remember what I have fayde, Onaphets is my name. [Exit. 

Carifopbus. 
The fturdie knave is gone, the devyll him take, 
He hath made my head, (boulders, armes, fides, and all to ake. 
Thou horfon villaine boy, why didft thou waite no better* 
As he payde mee, fo wyll I not die thy debter. 

Jacie. 
Mayfter, why doo you fight with me ? I am not your match, 
you fee, 
Your durft not fight with him that is gone, and wyll you 
wreke your anger on mee? ^ c "> 

Carifopbus. 
Thou villaine, by thee I have loft mine honour, 
Beaten with a todgell like a (lave, a vacaboun, or a lafie lubber, 
And not geven one blow agayne ; had thou handled me well I 

Jacke. 
Maifter I handled you not, but who handle you very hand- 
fomly you can tell* 

Carifipbus* 
Handfomly ! thou crake rope. 

Yea, fir, veryhandfomily : I hold you a grote, 
He handled you fo handfomly, that he left not one mote ia 
your cote* 

Cartfipbusm 
I ^ O. I had firckt him trimly, thou villaine, if thou hadft gevea 

*-/ I meemyfword. 

>J • ... ? acke - 

A^ It is better as it is, maifter, beleve me at a worde ; 

If he had feene your weapon, he would have ben fierier, *J ^ 

And fo perhaps beate you worfe, I fpeake it with my harte, 

You were never at the dealing of fence blowes, but you had 

foure away for your part. 

It is but your lucke, you are man good enough. 

But the wealche Onaphets was a vengeance knave, and rough* 

Maifter, you were belt goe home and reft in your bedde, 

Meethinkcs your cappe waxeth to little for your heade. 

Canfybwu 
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CarifofhuSm 
What ! doth my head fwell ? 

Jacke. 
Yea, as bigge as a codftied, and bleades too. 

Carifophus, 
I am aiharaed to (how my face with this hew. . . 

No ihame at all, men have bin beaten farre better then you. * 

Carifopbus. *> 

I mufte go to the chirurgian's, what (hal I fay when I am a 
dreuyng? 

Jacke. 
You may fay truly you met with a knave's blefling. {Exeunt* 

Here entretb Ariftippus. 

Ariftippus, 
By mine owne experience I prove true that many men tell, 
To live in courte not beloved, better be in hell : 
What crying our, what curfyng is there within of Carifophus, 
JSecaufe; he accufed Damon to kinge Dionifius ? 
Even now he came whining and crying into the courte for the 

nonce, 
Shewinge that one Onaphets had broke his knave's fconce. 
Which ftraunge name when they heard every man laught 

hartely, s 

And I by myfelfe fcan'd his name fecretly ; . ° 

For well I knewe it was fome mad-heded chylde 
That invented this name, that the log headed knave might be 

begilde : 
In tolling it often with myfelfe two and fro, 
I found out that Onaphets backward, fpelled Stephano. 
I fmiled in my fleve, how to fee by tournyng his name he dreft 

him, 
And how for Damon his mailer's fake, with a wodden, cougell 

he bleft him. 
None pittied the knave, no man nor woman, but al laugh t him 

to fcorne, 
To be thus hated of all,' better unborne. 
Farre better Ariftippus hath provided, I trowe ; 
For in all the courts! am beloved both of hie and lowe. 7 i 

O 3 ' k Ioffende 
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I offende none, in fo. muche that wemen finge this to my great 

prayfe, 
Omnis Arijiipfum decuit color, et locus et res. 
But in all this joylytie one thinge mafeth me, 
The ftraungeft thinge that ever was harde or knowne, 
Is now happened in this court, by that Damon 
Whom Carifophus accufed ; Damon is now at libertie, 
for whofe return Pithias his friend lieth in prifbn, alas, in great 

jeopardy. 
To-morow is the day, which day by noone if Damon returne 

not erneitly, 
The kinge hath fworne that Pithias mould die, 
Wherof Pithias hath intelligence very fecretly, • % D 
Wifhing that Damon may not returne tyll he have payde 
His lyfe for his friend. Hath it ben hearetorbre ever fayde, 
That any man for his friend would die fo willyngly ? 
O, noble friendfhip ! O perfect amitie ! 
Thy force is heare feene, and that very perfe&lie. 
The king himfelfe mufeth heareat,, yet is he farre out of 

fquare 
That he trulleth none to come nere him, not his owne dough- 

ters will he have 
Unfercht to enter his chamber, which he hath made barbars 

his beard to (have, 
Not with knife or rafour, for all edge-tooles hee feares, 
But with bote burning nutfhales theyfenge of his heares. <% V 
Was there ever man that lived in fuch miferye i 
Well, I wyll go in with a heavye and penfive hart too, 
To think how Pithias, this poore gentleman, to-morow {hall 
die. [Exit. 

1 Here entretb Jacke and Wyll. 

Jacke. 
Wyll, by mine honefty, I wyll marre your moncke*s face, if 
you fo fondly prate. 

. W J lL 
Tacke, by my troth, feeing you are without the courte gate, 

If you play Jacke napes, in mocking my mailer, and difpifing 

my face, 

Even 
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Even here with a pantacle ** I wyll you difgrace; 
And though you have a farre better face then I, 
Yet who is better man of us two thefe fifles fhall trie, 
Unleffe you leave your taunting. f { <W 

^ Jack. 
Thou began'fl firfl; didft thou not fay even nowe, 
That Carifophus, my mailer, was no man but a cowe, 
In takinge fo many blowes, and geve 54 never a blow agayn ? 

: w y lu 

I fayde fo, indeede he is but a tame ruffian, 
That can fwere by his flaike and twiche-box ss , and God's pie? 

cious lady, 
And yet will be beaten with a faggot-flick. 
Thefe barking whelpes were never good biters, 
Ne yet great crakers were ever great fighters : 
But feeinge you eg mee fo much, I wyll fomewhat more re- 

I fay, Carifophus thy mafler is a flattring parifite ; * 

Glening away the fweet from the worthy in al the courte. 
What tragidie hath he moved of late? the devell take him, he 
doth much hurt. 

Jacke. 
I pray you, what is Ariftippus thy mafler, is not he a pari- 
fite to, 
That wiih fcoffing and jelling in the court makes fo much a 
doQ? 

WyU. 
He is no parifite, but 'a pleaiant gentleman full of curtefie; 
Thy mailer is a churlifli loute, the heyre of a doung-fork, as 

voyde of honeilie 
As thou art or honour. 

S3 Even here nuitb a pantaclc] I fuppofc he means to fay a pantofle t 
i. e. a flipper. Perhaps he begins his attack with a kick. S. 
5+ gevej gave, ift edit. 

SS bis Jiajke and rwicbe-box] More properly touch- box. While match- 
locks, inftead of fire-locks, to guns were uled ; the toucb-bax, at which 
the match was lighted, was part of the accoutrement of a foldicr. 
" When fhe his flaflt and touch-box fet on fire" 
line of an Author, whofe name I cannot at this time recollect. S. 

O 4 Jacke. 
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' Jack. 

Nay, yf you wyll needes be prating of my matter ftjrll, 
In faith I muft coole you my frinde, dapper Wyll ; 
Take this at the beginnings 2 

Wyll. 
Prayfe well your winning, my pantacle is as readie as yours. 

Jack* 
By the mafle I .wyll boxe you. 

Wjfi, ' 
By cocke, I wyll foxe you. 

Jacle* 
Wyll. was I with y6u ? 

Wytl< 
Jacke^ did I Aye f 
, v " Jade. 

Alas, pretie cockerell, you are to weake ; 

Wyll 
Jn. faith, dutting Duttrell $6 , you wyll crye creake. 

Here enfretb Snap. 
Snap. 

Away, you cracke ropes, are you fighting at the courte-gate ? 
And I take you heare agayne, I will fwindge you both, what ? 

{Exit Snap. 
Jacke* 
J beftirew Snap the tipfl^ffe, that great knave's hart, that 
hether did come, 2 ^> - 

Had he not ben, you had cryed ere this, Viftus, viBa^ viftum : 
But fcing wee have breathed ourfelves, if ye lift* 
. J-ret us agree like friends, and (hake ecbe other by the fift. 

Wyll. 
Content am I, for I am not maHcious, but on this condition, 

5* Duttrelf) A Dottrel is a filly kind of bird which imitates the ac- 
tions of the fowler, till at laft he is taken. So, in Butler's Cbara&er of 
a Fantaflic. Remains, vol. II. p. 13*. " He alters his gate with the 
** times, and has not a motion of his body that (JiJu a Dottrel) he does 
f« nor borrow from femebody elfe." 

Sec alfo Note 8 to The Old Coupk, vol. X. p. 4S3. 
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That you talke no more fo brode of my mafter as here you have 

done, 
Jut who have wee heere ? is Cobex epi 57 comming yonder ? 

Jacke. 
Wyll, let us flipp afide and vewe him welU 

Here entretb Grimme the Collar wbiftlhg. 

Grimme. 
What devell iche weene the porters are drunke, wil they 
not dup the gate to-day ? 
Take in coles for the king's owne mouth, wyll no body ftur 

I fay? 
Ich might have layne tway howers longer in my bedde, Y ^ 

Cha taried fo longe here, that my teeth chatter in my heade* 

Jacke. 
Wyll, after our fallinge out, wilt thou laugh merily I 

Wyll. 
I mary, Jacke, I pray thee bartely. . 

Jacke. 
Then folow me, and hem me in a worde now and then. 
What braulynge knave is there at the courte-gate fo early \ 

Wyll. 
It is fome braineficke villaine, I durft lay a pennie. 

Jacke. 
Was it you s8 , fir, that cryed fo lowde I trow, 
And bid us take in coles for the kinges mouth even now ? 

Grimme. 
*Twas I, indeede. 

Jacke. ^ * 

Why, fir, how dare you fpeake fuch petie treafon ? *? *- 

Doth the king eate coles at any feafon ? 

Grimme. 
Heere is.a gaye worH ! boyes now fettes olde men to fcoole. 
I fayde wel enough ; what, Jack fa wee, thinkit cham a foole? 
At bakehoufe, butterie- hatch, kitchin, and feller, 
Poo S9 they not fay for the kinges mouth ? 

5 7 Cobex ept] Thcfe I fuppofe to be words corrupted by the ignonnct 
of the tran It riber. S. 

** Was it you] It was you, lft edit* 
59 Do»] Doth, zd edit. 

WylL 
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WyU. 
What then, goodraan coliar ? 

Grimm. 
What then I feing without coles the! cannot finely dreflc 
the kinges meat, 
May I not fay take in coles for the kinges mouth, though coles 
he do not eatef 

Jade. 
v James Chriile, came ever from a colier an aunfwer fo 

trim me f 
You are learned, are you not, father Grimme ? £ 

Grimme* 

Grimme is my name indeed, cham not learned, and yet the 
king's colier, 
This vortie winter cha bin to the king a ferviter. 
Though I be not learned, yet cha mother witte enough whole 
and fome, 

Wyll. 
So it feemes, you have fo much mother wit, that you lacke 
your father's wildoroe. 

Grimme. 
Made, cham well befet, heresa trimme cafte of Murleons 6Q , 
What be you, my pretie cockerels, that aike me thefe quefiions ? 

Jack. 
Good faith, maifter Grimme 4I , if fuch Marlines on your 
pouch may light, 
Thei are fo quick of.wiuge, that quickly they can carie it out 
of your fight; 

*° a trlmms eafi of Murium] i. e. a caft of that fpecies of hawks that 
were called Merlins. S. 

He calls them Murleins on account of their fizc. Merlins were the 
fmalleit fpecies of hawks. Turberville fays, " Thefe merlyns are very ' 
" much like the haggart falcon in plume, in feare of the foete, hi beake 
€t and talons. So as there feemeth to be no oddes or difference at al be- 
* f twixt them fave onely in the brgngfli, for me hath like demeanure, like 
€t plume, and very like conditions to the falcon, and in hir kind is of like 
" courage, and therefore muft be Uept as choycely and as daintily as the 
t< falcon." The merlin was chiefly ufed to fly at fmall birds ; and 
T^atham fays, it was particularly appropriated to the fervice of ladies. 

61 malfler Grimme] father Grimme, ad edit. , 

' And 
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And though we are cockerels now, we (hall have fpurs one 

And fhall be able perhaps to make you a capon : ' / 

But to tell you the trouth, we are the porters men, which early 

and late 
Wayte on fuche gentlemen as you, to open the court-gate. 

Grirnme* 
Are ye fcrvants then ? 

Yea, fir, are we not pretie men ? 

Grimme. 
Pretie men (quoth you) \ nay, you are ftronge men, els you ^ 
coulde not beare thefe britches. 

Wyll. 
Are . thefe fuch great hole I in faith, goodman colief, you 
fee with your nofe : 
By myne honeftie, I have but one lining in one hofe, but 
feven els of roug. 

Grimmer, 
That is but a little, yet it makes thee feeme a great bugge. 

Jacke. 
How fay you, goodman colier, can you finde any fault 
here * 2 ? 

Grimme, ^ 

Nay, you Ihould finde faugh t, mary here's trim geare ! % ® 

Alas, litle knave, doll not fweat ? thou goeft with great payne, 
Thefe are no hole, but water bougets, I tell thee playne : 
Good for none but fuche as have no buttockes. 
Dyd you ever fee two fuche little Robin ruddockes 6$ 
So laden with breeches ? chill fay no more lefte I oifende ; 
Who invented thefe monfters 64 firft, did it to a goftly ende, 

* z can you jinde any fault bert?~\ what fault can you fee heere ? 2d 
edit. 

63 Robin ruddocks'] i. e. Robin red breafts. Shakfpeare ufes ruddock 
for red breaft in Cymbeline. S. 

Again, Naih's Lenten Stuff, 1599 : " — he eft foons defined unto me, 
" that the red herring was this old tickle cob, or magifter factotum, that 
" brought in the red ruddocks, and the grummel feed as thick as oatmeal. 
" and made Yarmouth for Argent to- put down the city of Argentine." 

** mon/iers~\ hole at, 2d edit. 
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To have a male, readie to put in other fblkes ftufle, 

Wee fee this evident by dayly proofe. 

One preached of late not farre hence, in no pulpit, but in a 

wayne carte, 
That fpake enough of this ; but for my parte, ^ * 
Chil fay no more, your bwne neceffitie 
In the end wyll force you to imde forae remedy. 

Jack*. 
Wyl 6s , holde this raylinge knave with a talke when I am 
gone, ^ ^ 
I wyll fetch him his filling ale for his good fermonc 

WyU. 
Goe thy way, father Grimme, gayly well you doo fay, 
It is but young mens folly, that Hue to playe, 
And mafke a whyle in the net of their owne devife, 
When they come to your age they wyll be wyfe. 

Grimme. 
Bum troth, but few fuch royflers come to my yeares at this 

They be cut off betimes, or they have gone halfe their journey^ 
I wyll not tell why, let them getie that can, I meane fomewhat 
thereby. 

Enter Jacke with a pot of wyne ^ and a cup to drinke on m 

Jacke. 
Father Grimme, becaufeyou are fturring fo early, 
I have brought you a boule of wyne to make you racry. 

Grimme. 
Wyne, mary ! that is welcome to colliers, chyl fvvapt off by , 
and by, 
Chwas iturrin^e fo early that my very foule is.drye. 

Jacke. 
This is floutly done, wyll you have it warmed, iather 
Grimme ? 

Grimme. 
No, it is warme enough, it is very loufious and trimme; 
*Tis muflelden 66 ich weene ; of fcllowftiip let me have another 

fpurt, 
Ich can drink as eifly now, as if I fate in my fhurte. 

«s WyT\ Well, i ft edit. 

** "Tis muJTcldcn'] An intended miftake for mufcadine. S. 

'Jack, 
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J*cke. 
By cocke, and you mail have it ; but I wytt bcginrie, and , % 
that a none, / ° 

Je bois a vous mm compaction 61 . 

Grimme* 
J*ai vous pkigi petit Zavme 68 . 

Jacke. 
Can you fpeake French ? here is a trimme colier, by this day! 

Grimme. 
What man ! ich learned this when ich was a fouldier, 
When ich was a lufty fellow, and could yarke a whip trimly, 
Better, then thefe boy coliers, that come to the courre daily : 
When there were 69 not fo many captious fellowes as now, 
That would toruppe men for every trifell, I wot not how : 
As there was one Damon, not longe fince taken for a fpie, 
How juftly I know not, but he was condemned to die. £ 

This wine hath warmed him, this comes well to pane, 
We wall, know all now, for in Vino Veritas* 
Father Grlmme, who accufed this Damon to kinge Dionifins ? 

Grimme* 
A vengeaunce take him, 'twas a gentleman, one maimer 
Crowfphus, 

*TyU. 
Crowfphus ! you clippe the kinge*s language, you would 
have faid Carifophus ; 
Btf I perceive now, either the winde is at the fouth, 
Or els your tounge cleaveth to the roofe of your mouth. 

Grimme* 
A murian take thik wine, it fo intoxicate my braine, ' 
That to be hanged by and by, I cannot fpeake plainc. 

Jacke* 
You fpeake knavifhly playne, feinge my mailer you doo mockej 3 - 
In faith ere you go, I will make you a lobbe cocke* 
Father Grimme, what fay they of this Damon abrode ? 

*1 Jt bolt a vous man compagnm\ Jebit avou mon compaction* 
Both 4tos. S. 

68 J*at vous flAgi petit Zawni\ Ihar vou pledge, petty Zatvm* 
Both 4tos. I know not what is meant by Zaivne. §, 

•» Wirt] was, l& edit. 

Grimme* 
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Grimme. 
All men are (brie for him, fo helpe me God* 
They fay a falfe knave cufed him to the king wrongfully, 
And he is gone, and ftiould be here to morow to die, 
Or els his fellow which is in prifon his rowme (hall fu^plie : 
Chil not be his halfe for vortie fliillinges, I tell you playne, 
I thinke Damon be too wife to returne agayne. 

WyU. 

Wyll no man fpeake for them in this wofull cafe ? 

Grrimme* 

No, chill warrant you, one maifter Stippus is in place, *tJ ^ 
Where he may doo good ; but he frames himfelfe fo, 
Whatfoever Dionifius wylieth, to that he wyll not fay no : 
Tis a fubtill vox, he will not tread on thornes for none, 
A mery harecoppe - 70 'tis, and a pleafant companion, 
A right courtier, &d can provide for one. 

7 acke ' 
Wyll, howe lyke you this geare ? your mailer Ariflippus 

alfo, 

At this colier's hande hath had a bloe. 

But in faith, father Grimme, cannot ye colters 

Provide for your felves far better then courtiers ? 

Grimire. 

Yes, I trowe : blacke coliers go in threadebare cotes, *y ^ 

Yet fo provide they, that they have the faire white groates* 

Ich may fay in counfell, though all day I moyle in dourte, 

Chil not change lives with any in Dionifius' courte : 

For though their apparell be never fo fine, 

Yet fure their credit is farre worfe then mine : 

And by cocke I may fay, for all their hie lookes, 

I knowe fome ftickes full deepe in marchants bookes : 

And deeper will fall in, as fame me telles, 

As long as infteede of money they take up haukes hoods and 

. belles 7I ; 

7° harecoppe) Coppe, in Chaucer, is ufcd for the top of any thing, and 
here feems intended to lignify the head, or, as the common phrafe is, a 
bare-brained fellow. 

7 l infteede of mmy they take up haukss hoods and belles] See Note 49 to 
The White Devil, vol. VI. p. 307. In the extrad from Wilfon's Dif* 
cmtrfe on Ufury, there quoted, for banks, beh y read hawks-bells* 

Wherby 
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Wherby they fall into a fuelling difeafe, which coliers do / $ 

not know, 
*T J ath a mad name if is called, ich weene, Centum fro cento. 
Some other in courtes make others laugh merily, 
When tl,ey wayle and jlament their owne effete fecretly : 
Frindfhip is deade in cburte, hipocrifie doth raigne, 
Who is in favour now, to morow is out agayne : 
The (late is fo ufkertaine, that I, by my wyll, 
Will never be courtier, but a colier ftyll. 

Wyll. 
It feemeth that coliers have a very 7 * trym life* 

Grimme* 
Coliers get money ftyll : tell me of trouth, 
Is not that a trim life now, as the world goeth ? % 
All day though I toyle with mayne and might, 
With mony in my pouche I come home mery at night, 
And fit downe in my chayre by my wyfe faire Alifon, 
And tourne a crabbe in the fire, as mery as pope John 7 K 

Jacket . 
' That pope was a merry fellow, of whome folke talke fo 
much. x 

Grimrne. 
H'ad to be merry withal, h'ad goulde enough in his hutch. 

Jacke* 
Can goulde make men mery ? they fay, who can finge fo 
mery a note, 
As he that is not able to change a grote ? 

Grimme. 

Who finges in that cafe, finges never in tune : I know for 
my parte, - 

That a heavy pouch with goulde makes a light harte : ^ * 

• Of which I have provided for a deare yeare good flore, \ 

And thefe benters 74 , 1 trowe, mall anone gee mee more. ' / 

1 % very] merie, 2d edit. 

73 And tourne a crabbe in the fire, as mery asfope ychn\ See Note zi to 
Gammer Gurton's Needle, vol. II. p. 20. 

74 And thefe benters] Btnne is the Frenchword for a fack to carry 
coals. See Cot grave. He may, however, mean debentures, i. e. notes by 
which a debt is claimed. Jack mentions debentures afterwards. S. 

ffyll. 
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By ferving the courtc with coles, you gaynde all this money* 

Grimme* 

-By the court onely, I affure yee. 
J Jacke. 

After what forte, I pray thee tell mee ? 

Grhttme, 

Nay, ther bate an ace (quoth Boulton 7S ) I can weare a horn* 

and blow it hot. 

Jacke* 

By'r iadie, the wifer man. 
* Grimme. 

Shall I tell you, by what flite I got all this money t • 
Then ich weare a noddy indeede; no, no, I warreant ye. 
Yet in few words I tell you this one thioge, ^ d 

He is a very foole that cannot gayne by the kinge. 

WyU. 

Well fayde, father Grimme, you are a wilie colier, and a 

I fee nowVere is no knave like to the olde knave, 

Grimme* 
Suche knaves have mony, when courtiers have none* 
But tell me, *is that true that abrode is blowne ? 

Jackc 

What is that? 

Grimme. 

Hath the kinge made thofe fayre damfels his daughter* 
To become now fine and triinme barbers? 

IS N*v ther bate an ace (quoth Boulton)'] Bate me an ace, quotfc 
Bolton U among the Proverb! publilhed by Mr. Ray, That gentleman 
^ « WhTthis Bolton was I know not, neither is it worth enquiring. , 
« One of this name might happen to fay, Bate me an ace, and, for the 

« ftantly looked for, happened to be wanting in hi* CoHeSiou. Ray s 
frovcrbs, p. 177- Jack. 
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Jacke, . 

Yea truly, to his owne perfon. 

Grimme. 
Good fellowes beleve mee, as the cafe now ftandes, * 
I would geve one facke of coles to be wafht at their hands t 
If ich came fo neare them, for my wyt chould not geve three 

chippes, 
If ich could not tfeale one fwap at their lippes, 
. # . . Jacke. 

Wyll, this knave is drunke, let us drefle him, 
Let us ritfeil him fo, that he have not one pennie to blefle 

him, 
And fleale away his debenters too. 

Wyll. 
Content, invent the way, and I am readie. 

Jacke. 
Faith, and I wyll make him a noddie. 
Father Grimme, if you pray mee wel **, I wyll walh you and 

fhave you too, 
Even after the fame fafhion as the kinge9 daughters doo : / 

In all. poyntes as they handle Dionifius, I wyll drefle you 
trim and fine, 

Grimme, 
Chuld vaine learne that : come on then, chil geve thee a 
whol pint of wine 
At taverne for thy labour, when cha mony for my benters 
heare. 

Here Wyll fetcbetb a barber s hafon y a pot ivitb water, a ray four % 
and clothesy and a payre of fp€ claries. ' 

Jacke. 
Come, mine owne father Grimme, fit dcwne. 

Grimme, 
Mafic, to beginne withall, heare is a trimme chayre. 

Jacke. 
What man, I wyll ufe you like a prince :— fir boy, fetche 
me my geare. 

76 pray me wQ In the former Edition, Mr. "Oodfley had altered this 
to pay mee wel. 

Vol. I. P Wyll. 
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Wyll. 
Here, fyr. 

Jacke. 
Holdc up, father Grimme. 

Grimme. 
Me feeme my head doth fwimme. 

• Jacke. 
My coftly perfumes make that.— Away with this, fir boy t 
be quicke. 2 

Aloyfe, aloyfe 77 , how pretie it is ! is not here a good face i 
A fine oules eyes, a mouth iyke an oven. 
Father, you have good butter teeth, full feene, 
You weare weaned, els you would have ben a great calfe. 
Ah trimme lippes to fweepe a manger ! here is a chinne, 
As foft as the hoofe of an horfe. 

Grimme. 
Doth the kinges daughters rubbe fo harde ? 

Jacke. 
Holde your head ftraite, man, els all wyll be marde. 
Ey'r ladie, you are of good complexion, 
A right Croyden (anguine, beflirew mee. «* ^ 

Hould up, father Grimme.— Wyll, can you befturrc ye ? 

Grimme. 
Me thinks after a marvelous faftrion you do befmoure me. 

fade. 
It is with Unguentum of Daucus Maucus, that is very coftly, 
I geve not this waihinge ball to every body: 
Arter you have ben dreft fo finely at my hande, 
You may kifle any ladies lippes within this lande* 
A, you are trimly wafht I how fay you, is not this trimm 
water ? 

Grimme. 
It may be holfome, but u is vengeaunce fower. . 

Jacke. 
it fcours the better. — Syr boy, geve me my rayfour. 

, Wyll. 
Here at hand, fyr. i\ & 

11 jfhyfe, aloyfe'] Aloue y Fr. is to allow, to approve, to praife. I 
know of' no other word that rclemblcs that iiv the text. Ahftd\ in 

Chaucer.* is frayed* S. 

Grimme. 
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Grimm'* ■ 
Gods aymei ! 'tis a chopping khyfe, 'tis no rayfour. 

Jack* 
It is a rayfour, and that a veiy good one, 
It came lately from Palermo 7S , it coll mec twenty crownes 

alone, 
Your eyes daflfell after your warning, thefe fpe&acles pat on : 
Now vew this rayfour, tell mee, is it not a good one ? 

Grimme. 
They be gay barnikels, yet I fee nfever the better. 

Jacke. 
.... Indeede they be a young light, and that is the matter, 
But I warrant you, this rayfour is very eafie. 

Grimme* 
Go too then, fince you begonne, doo as pleafe ye* 

Holde up, father Grimme. -> 

r Grimme. 

O youi rayfour doth hurt my lippe. 

Jacke. 
No, it fcrapeth of a pimpell, to eafe you of the pippe* 
I have done now, how fay you ? are you not well I 

Grimme* 
Cham lighter then ich was, the truth to telL 

Jacke. 
Will you finge after your fhavinge ? 

Grimme. 
Mas, content, but chill be polde firft Or I finge. 

Jacke. 
Nay that (hall not neede, you are pould neere enough for 
this time. 

Grimme* 
<3o too then luftyly, I will tinge in my man's voyce* 
Chave a troublinge bafe bufle. 

78 ft came from Palermo] The 4tos read Pallarrlme, The razors of 
Palermo were anciently famous. They are mentioned in more' than one 
of our old Plays, and particularly in The Wounds efdvill tPar y by 
Thomas Lodge, 1 594, Sign. I 4 : " Neighbour fharpen the edge tole,of 
u your wits upon the whetftone of indifcrction, that your wordcs miry 
" foave like tke rafers of Palermo." 9. 

Pa jfel* 
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Jack. 
You arc lyke to bcarc the bobbe, for wo wylt geve it, £ Q 
Set out your bufiyng bafe, and wee wyll qoiddeli upon iu 

Grimme fntgeth Bujfe. 

Jacke jfygr*. 
Too nidden, and too nidden. 

IVyll Jingeu 
Too nidden, and toodle toodle doo nidden, 
Is not Grimme the colier mod finely iftavfcn ? 

Grimme. 
Why, my fcllowes, thinke iche am a cowe, that you make 
fuch toying? • 

Jack. 
Nay by'r ladie, you are no cow, by your tinging ; 
Yet your wife told me you were an oxe. 

Grimme. 
Did Jhe fo ? •'tis a peflens queue 79 , (he is full of fuch mockes. 
But go to, let us finge out our fonge merely. 

The fonge at the Jhaving of the colier. 

Jacke. 

SlJCHE barber s y God tfindyou at all times of medu*] ° 

Wyll. 
That can drcJJeyoufinelv> and make fuch quick fpeea\. 

Jacke. 
Tour face like an income norjj Jbineth fa gay— 

Wyll. 
That I with your nofirels of force pntft neeJes plqp 7 
With too nidden^ and too nidden. 

Jacke. 
With too nidden, and todie todle doo nidden. 
h not Grimme the colier moft finely Jbaven ? 

WyiL 
With Jbaviugyou Jhine lyke a pefik of porke 8o . 

Jacke. 
Here is the trhnmefi bogges-jlcjb from London to Torkr* 

79 pcjlens qutnt\ He means a ptJIUenr quean. S. 

•° a PcftU ofp&rke] i. c. a ganunoa of bacon. Minfhieu. 

I Wyll 
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Wyll. 
h would be trimme bakcn to hange tip a while* 

Jacke. 
To flay with this bogline, of force I muft fmykj Jr & . 
With too nidden, and too nidden. 

Wyll, 
With too nidden, and todle, &c. 

Grim me. 
Your fhaving doth plcafe me t I am now your debter. 

Wyll. 
Tour wife now will buffeyou, becaufeyou are fweatcr. 

Grim me. 
Neare would I be poled, as ncere as cham fbaven* 

Wyll. 
Then out of your jerkin, needes mufiyou beJbakeUm 
With too nidden, and too nidden, &c. 

Grimme. 
// is a trimme thing to be wajht in the courte. 

Wyll. 
Tljeir handes arefo fine, that they never doo burte* 

Grimme. 
Methinke ich am lighter then ever ich was, i\ w 

Wyll. 
Ourjhavinge in the court bath brought this to pa£l\ 
With too nidden 7 and too nidden. 

Jacke. 
With too nidden, and todle todle doo nidden* 
Is not Grimme the colier finely Sl f haven f 

Grimme, 
This is trimly done : now chil pitche my coles not farre 
hence, 
And then at the taverne chil beftowe whole tway pence. 

[Exit Grimme. 
Jacke. 
Farewel cocke, before the colier againe doo us feeke, 
Let us into the courte to parte the fpoyle, (hare and fhare like. 

81 fintly\ trimly, 2d edit. 

P 3 Wyll. 
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wya. 

Amy then. \ExewQ, ■ 

Here entretk Grimme. 

Grimme. 
Out tlai, where (hall I make my mone ? I V ** 

My pouche, my benters, and all is gone I 
Wber is that villayne that dyd me (have ? 
Hath sobbed me, alas ! of ail that I have. 

Here entreth Snag. 
Snap* 
Who crieth fb at the courte gate ? 

Grimme, 
I, the poore colter, that was robbed of late. 

Snot* 
Who robbed thee? 

Grimme* 
Twoo of the porters men that dyd (have rot* 

Snap. 
Why the porters men are no barbers. 

Grimme, 
A vengeance take them, they are quicke carvers. 

Snap. ' • *vtf 

What flature wearc they, of ? fM f 

Grimme. ' 

As little dapper knaves, as they trimly could fcoffe. 

Snap* 
They were lackeyes, as neare as I can geffe them. 

Grimme*. 
Such lackies make mee lacke, an halter befwinge them, 
Cham undon, they have my tamers too. 

Snap, 
Doeft thou know them, if thou feeft them ? 

Grimme. 
Yea, that I doo. 

Snap, 
Then come with me, we wyll finde them our, and that 
quickly. 

Grimrntm 
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Grimme* 
I folow, maft tipftafFc, tbey be in the courte it is likely. 

Snap. 
Then eric no more, come away, [Exeunt* 


Bert cntrttb Car i Tophus and Ariftippus. 

Carifophus. ^ ^ 

If ever you wyll ihew your triendihip, now is the time, ^ 
Seing the king is difpleafed with jne, ot my parte without any . 
crime. 

Ariftippus, 
It ihould appeare, it comes or fome evell behaviour, 
That you fo fodenly are caft out of favour. 

Carifipbus. 

Nothing have I done but this, in talke I overthwarted 
Eubulus, 
When he lamented Pithias' cafe to kinge Dioniiius, 
Which to morrow fhall die : but for that falfe knave Damon, , 
He hath left his friend in the briers, and now is gone. 
Wee grew fo hot in talke, that Eubulus protefted playnely, 
Dioniiius ** held his eare open to parafiticall flatterie. 
And now in the kinges eare like a bell he ringes, 
Crying, that flatterers have ben the deftroyers of kinges. 
Which talke, in Pionifius* harte hath made fo deepe im- q 

preffion, 
That he trufteth me not, as heretofore, in no condition : 
And fome wordes brake from him, as though that hee 
Began to fufpeft my trouth and honeftie, 
Which you of friendfhip I know wyll defend, how fo ever the 

world goeth ; 
My frind, for my honeftie will you not take an othe ? 

Ariftippus, 
To fweare for your honeftie, I Ihould lofe mine owne, 

Carifophus* 
Should you fo indeede ? I would that were knowne. 
Is your voyde friendihip come thus to pafle t 

Ariftippus, 
I folow the proverbe : Amicus ufque ad auras. 

** Dionifiui] Both the 4tos read IVblcbt. The alteration by Mr. 
Jtodiley. 

P 4 Carifophus % 
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Carifophuu ~ 

Where can you fay I ever loft mine honeftie ? y2 

Ariftippus. \. 

You never loft it, for you .never had it, as farre as I know* 

Cqrifipbus* 

Say you fo, friend Ariftippus, whom I truft fo, well ? 

Arijiippus. 
Becaufe you truft me, to you ihe truth I tell. 

Cartjbpbus. 
Wyll you not ftjetche one poynt, to bring mee In favour 
agayne ? . 

Arlfilppus. 
I love no ftretchang, to I may breede myne owne payne. 

Carf/iptnts. 
. A friende ought to (honne no payne, to ftand his friend in 
Head. < 

Artjllppuu 
Where true friendfhip is, it is fo in' very deede. 

. • Carifiphus 

Why, fir, hath not %he chaine of true frindfhip linked u$ 
two together ? 

Artfiippus. 
The chiefeft linke, lacked therof,- it rauft needs defeven 

Carrfeplyus, ^ «^ 

What linke is that? faine would I know, ** 

Arijiippus* 

Honeftie. 

Carifiphus. 
Doth honeftie knit the perfect knot in true friendfhip ? 

Arifiippus. 

Yea, truely, and that knot fo knit wyll never tlippe. 

Carifapbus. 
Belike then, there is no friiKlflnp but betweene honeft men. 

Arijiippus 
Betwene the honeft only ; for, Amichia inter bonos 83 , faith 
a learned man, • 

Carifopbus. 
Yet evell men u(e frindfhip in things unhoneft, wher fancy 
doth ferve. 

8 3 fonosy'] bonus. Both 4tos. 

Ariftippusm 
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4riflippus. 
That is no frindfhip, but a lewde likeing, it laftes but a 
while. 

Carifophus* 
, What is the perje&ft frindfhip among men that ever grew ? 

Ariftippus* 
Where men lore one another, not for profit, but for vertue. 

Carifophus* 
Are fuch frindes both alike in joy and alfo in fmarte f *v ^~ 

At iflippus. 

They muft needs, for in two bodies they have but one harte. 

Carifaphvs. 

Friend Ariftippus, deceavc me not with fophiftrie, 
Is there no perfect frindfhip, but where is vertue andhoneftic? 

Ariftippus. 

What a devell then ment Carifophus 
To joyne in frindfhip with fine Ariftippus ? 
In whom is as much venue, trueth and honeftie, 
As there are true fcthers in the three Craines of the Vintree 84 : 
Yet their 8s fethers have the fhadow of lively feihers, the truth 

to fcan, 
But Carifophus hath not the fhadoweof an honcfr. man. * 

To be playne, hecaufe I know thy villany, **? *^ 

In abufinge'Dionifius to many mens injury, 
Under the cloke of frindfhip I playd with his head, 
And fought meanes how thou with thine owne fancy might be 

lead : 
My frindfhip thou fout;hteft for thine owne commoditie f 
As worldly men doo, by profire meafuring amitie: 
Which I perceaving, to the lyke myielle I framed, 
Wherein, I know, of the wile I fhall not be blamed : 

8 * the three Craines of the Vintree] Sometimes called New Queen Street, 
where there feems to have been the fign of the three Cranes. Ben Jonibn 
mentions this place in The Devil is an stfs, A. i. S. i. 

" From thence ihoot the bridge child, to the Oancs of the Vintry y 
" And fee there the gimblets how they make their entiy !" 

Stow fays, it was a plac« of fome account for the Coftermongers who 
had ware-houfes there; and it appears from Dekkars Beiman of London, 
Sign. E 2, that the beggars of his time called one of their places of 
rendezvous by this name. 

8 5 their'] thefe, ift edit. 

if 
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If you afk me, Square f I anfwer, gtpa pmdentis efi multum dijl 

jimulare. 
To fpeake more piayner, as the proverb doth go, 
In faith C*rifoph\is % cum Cretenfecrettfii fcA 

Yet a perfect fnnde I (hew myfelfeto thee in one thing, 
I doo not diiiemble, now I fay I wyll not fpeake for thef to 

the king : 
Ther fore finke in thy forrow, I doo not deceave thee, 
A falfe knave I found thee, a falfe knave I leave thee. [Exit. 

Carifopbus. 
He is gone ! is this frindfhip to leave his friend in the plains 
fielder 
Well, I fee now I myfelfe have beguylde, 
In matching with that falfe fox in amitie, 
Which hath me ufed to his ovvne commodate : 
Which feeing me in diilrefle, unfainedly goes his wayes, 
Loe this is the perfect frindfhip among men now a daies : ^ \^ 
l^hich kinde of frindfhip toward him I ufed fecretly ; 
And he with me the like hath requited me craftily* 
It is the Gods judgment, I fee it playnely, 
For all the worlde may know, lncidi infovcam quamfecl. 
Well, I muft content myfelfe, none other heipe I know, 
Until a merier gale of winde may happe to bio we. [Exit. 

Enter Eubulus. 

Eubulus* 
Who deals with kinges in matters of great waight, 
When froward wyll doth beare the chefeft fway, 
Muft yeld of foice, there neede no fubtile Height, ^ .^ 

Ne paynted 86 fpeach the matter to convay. * **, ^* 

No prayer can move when kindled is the ire, 
The more ye quench, the more iricreafed is the fire. 
This thinge I prove in Furnas' woful cafe, 
Whole heavy hap with teares I doo lament : 
The day is come, when he in Damon's place, 
Muft lole his life : the time is fully fpent : 
Nought can my words now with the king prevaile, 
Againft the wind and ftrivinge ilream 8? I fayle : 

*• paytiu£\ vaunted, ad edit. 
97 Jircamcs, ad edit. 
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for die thou muft, alas ! thou fcly Greeke. 

Ah, Phitha9, now come is thy dolefull houre ; ' * 

A perfect friend, none fuch in a world to feeke. 

Though bitter death (hall geve thee fauce full lower. 

Yet for thy faith enrold (hall be thy name, 

Among the gods, within the booke of fame. 

Who knoweth his cafe, and will not melt in tearest 

His giltlefs bloud (hall trickle downe anon* . 

Then the Mufes finge. 

A LAS j what bappe haft tbou,poore Pitbias, now to diet 
Wo worth the man which for his death hatbgeven us caufi to crk* 

Eubulus. 

Metbinki I heare, withyeiow rented beares, 
Tfre mufes frame their notes , thy ft ate to mone: 
Among which forte, as one that mornetb with harte 9 
In doleful tunes mjfelfwyll heare a parte* 
Mufes. Wo worth the man, &c. 

Eubulus. 
Withyeiow rented hearts, come on you Mufes nine, 
Pyll now my breaft with beamy tunes, to me your plaints reflgne: 
For Pitbias I bewqyle 9 which prrjently muft die, 
Wo worth the man which for bis death, &c« 
Mufes. Wo worth the man, &c. 

Eubulus. 
Was ever fuch a man, that would die for hisfiiendt 
I thinke even from the heavens above, the gods did him downe find* s& %- 
^Tofbew truefriend/bipfs power, which fofft thee now to die* 
Wo worth the man which for thy death, &c> 
Mufes. Wo worth the man, &c. 

Eubulus. 
What tigar 9 s whelp was he, that Damon dyd accufe f 
What faith haft thou, which for thy friend thy death doft not refuje? 
O beany bappe bacjft thou to play this tragidie! 
Wo worth the man, &c. 

Mufes. Worth the man, &c. 

Eubulus. 
thou young and wortbie Greeke, that fhoweft fuch perfcQ Jove 9 • 

Tbtgods receave tbyfimple gboft into the heavens above: V **- 

' thy 
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Thy death wejball lament with niany a weeping* eye. 
Wo worth the man, which for his de*th y &c. 

Mufcs. Wo iwrtb the man, which for his death bath geven us, 
/wtfe to eric, 

• JLubttltLS. 

ETERN ALL be your fame, ye Mufes, for that in nuferie 
Ye did vouchfate to tirayne your notes to waike : 
My harte is rent in two with this miferable cafe, • 
Yet am I charged by Dionifius* mouth, to fe this place 
At all poynts ready for the execution of Pithias.. 
Neede hath no law : wyll 8 * I, or nil I, it muft be done, •*. 

But k>e, the bloodie minifter is even here at hande, * *> *^ 

Enter Gronno. 

Gronno, I came hether now to under ftande, 
If all thinges are well appoynted for the execution of Pithias ; 
The kinge himfclfc will fe it done here in this place. 

Gronno, 
Sir, all thinges are ready, here is the place, here is the 
hand, here is the fword, 
Here lackeih non but Pithias, whofe head at a worde, 
It he were prefent, I coulde finely itrike of. 
You may reporte that all thinges are ready. 

Eubulus, 
I go with heavy harte to report it. Ah, xvoful Pithias ! 
Full neare now is thy mifery. [Exit. 

Gronno, ^ 

I marvcll very much, under what conftilation (, &* 

All hangmen are borne, for they are hated of all, beloved of 

none : " 

Which hatred is (bowed by this poynt evidently 7 
The hangman always dweiles in the vileit place of the citie : 
That fucn fpight mould be, I know no cauie why, 
Unleile it be tor their office's fake, which is cruel and bloudy. 
Yet lbme men mult doo it, to execute lawes. 
Mcthinke they hate me without anyjuit caufe. 

88 ittyll 7, or nil /] Whether I will or not. Sec Note 23 to Grim the 
Collier of Croydon, vol. XI. p. 237. 

But 
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But I muft looke to my toyle, Pithias muft lofe his head at 

one blow, 
Els the boyes wyll ftone me to death in the ftreat as I go. 
But harke, the prifoner cometh, and the kinge alfo, p *• 

I fee there is no help, Pithias his life mull forgo. 

Here cntretb Dionifius <WEubulus. 

Diomjtus, 
Bring forth Pithias, that pleafant companion, 
\Vhich tooke ,mee at my wordc, and became pleadge for 

Damon, 
It pricketh %9 fail upon uoone, I doo him no injurie, 
If now he lofe his head, for fo he requefted me, 
If Damon returne not, which now in Greece is full mery : 
Therfore (hall Pithias pay his death, and that by and by. 
He thought belike, if Damon were out of the citie, 
I would not put him to death, for fome foolifhe pitie : 
But feeing it was his requeft, I wyll not be mockt, lie ftiall fr it- 
die; 
Bring him forth. 

' Here entretb Snap. 

Snap, 
Geve place, let the' prifoner come by, give place. 

Enter Pithias and Stephano. 
Dionifius* 
How fay you, fir, where is Damon, your truftie friend ? 
You have playd a wife part ; I make God a vow : 
You know what time a day it is, make you ready. 

Pithias* 
IVlofl ready I am, mightie king, and mod ready alio. 
For my true friend Damon, this life to forgo, 
Even at your pleafure. 

Dionifius* 
A true frend ! a falfe traytor, that fo breaketh his oth. 
Thou (halt lofe thy life, though thou be never fo loth. *j $**»•.■ 

*9 pricketh] i. c. it ridtth faft upon noon. The word is ufed by Spcnfer 
and mamv of our ancient writers. 

Pitbmu 
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, . Pitfa'as. 

I Am ndt lotli to doo what fo ever I fayde, 
Ne at this prefent pinch of death am I difmaydc : 
The Gods how I know have heard my fervent prayer, 
That they have refcrved me to this paflynge great honour, , 
To die for my frend, whbfe faith even now I doo not mif- 

trufte, 
My frinde Damon is no falfe traytour, he is true and ju fie : 
But fith he is no God, but a man, he muft doo as he may,- 
The winde may be contrary, ficknes may let him 9 °, or fome 

mifad venture by the way, 
Which the eternall Gods tourne all to my glorie, , ^ 

That fame may refbund how Pithias for Damon did die : )b L ^Lm 
He breaketh no oth, which doth as much as he can, 
His minde is heare, he hath fome let, he is but a man* 
That he might not returne, of all the Gods I did require, 
Which now to my joy do ** graunt my defire. 
But why doo I llay any longer, feing that one man's death 
May fufiife, O king, to pari fie thy wrath ? 

thou minifter of juftice, doo thyne office by and by, 
Let not thy hand tremble, for I tremble not tti die. 
Stephano, the right patrone of true fidelitie, 

Commend me to thy mailer, my fweet Damon, and of hitfj j ^ 

crave liber tie 
When I am dead, in rhy name ; for thy truftie fervice*s 
Hath well deferved a gift farre better than this. 
Oh my Damon, farewell now for ever, a true friend, to mi. 

rood deare ; 
Whyles lyfe doth Iafte, my mouth mall ffyll talke of thee, 
Ana when I am dead, my fimple ghoft, true witnes of ammo; 
Shall hoover about the place wherelbever thou bee* 

fiionifius* 
Eubulus, thisgeareis ftraunge, arid yet becaufe 
Damon hath falfl his faith, Pithias (hall have the Jawei 
Gronno, difpoyle hym, and eke difpatch him quickly* ' 

Gronno* w 

It fhal be done : fince you came into this place, *■ ** 

1 might have ftroken off feven heades in this fpace. 

90 J e t him,] i. e. hinder him. 

» f <A>j doth. Both 4to»« a; i 
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By'r lady, here are good garments, thefe are myne by the 

roode, 
It is an evyll winde that hloweth no man good. 
Now Pithias kneele downe, afke me bleflyng like a pretie boy; 
And with a trife, thy head from thy fhodlders I wyll convay. 

Here entrtth Damon running, andjlayes the /word. 

D anion. 
Stay, (lay, flay, for the kinges advantage flay. 
O mightie ityng, niyne appointed time Is ndt yet fully paft ; 
Within the compafie of myne houre, loe here I come at laft i 
A life I owe, and a life I wyll you pay : 

Oh ! my Pithias, my noble pledge, my conftafct friende! ^^ 
Ah, wo is me ! itir Damon's fake, how neare were thou" to thy 

ende ! 
Geve place to trie, this cowme is myne, on this flage mull I 

play. 
Damon is the man, none ought but he to Dionifius his 
blood to pay. 

Gronrio. 
Are you come,- (if i you might have taried if you had bene ' 
wyfe, 
For your haftie comming you are lyke to know the prife. 

Pithias. 
O thou cruel minnifter, why didft not thou thine office > , 
Did not 1 bidde thee make haft in any wyfe / 
Haft theu fpared to kill me once, that I may die twyfe ? 
Not to die for my friend, is prefent death to me ; and alas ! 
Shall I fee my fweet Damon flaine before my face f V 

What double death is this ? but, O mightie Dionifius, 
Doo true juftice now, way this aright, thou noble Eubulus ; 
Let mee have no wronge as now flandes the cafe, 
Damon ought not to die, but Pithias ; 
By mifadventure, not by his wyll, his howre is pail ; there* 

fore I, 
Becaufe he came not at his juft tyme, .ought juftly to die: 
So was my promife, fo was thy promife, O kynge, 
All this, courte can beare witnefTe of this thinge. 

2 Damon. 
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Damon. 
Not fo, O mightie kynge, to jufHce it is contrarie, 
That for an other man's faulte the innocenr mould die: -6" * 
Ne yet is my time playnly expirde, it is not fully noone 
Of this my day appointed, by all the clockes in the towne. 

Pitbias. 
Bcleevc no clocke, the houre is paft by the fonne. 

Damon. 
Ah, my Pithias, (hall we now breake the bondes of ami tie ? 
Will you now overthwart mee, whiche heretofore fo well did 
agree ? 

Pithias. 
v ' My Damon, the Goddes forbid but wee mould agree ; 
Therefore agree to this, let mee pcrfourme the promife I 

made for thee, 
Let mee die for thee ; doo mee not that injurie, 
Both to breake my promife, and to fuffer mee too fee thee 

die, 
Whome'lb dearly I love : this fmall requeit graunt mee, 6 
1 mail never afke thee mure, my defire is but irindly : 
Doo me this honour, that tame may rep:>rte triumphantly, 
That Pithias for his friende Damon was contented to die. 

Damon* 
That you, were contented tor me to die, fame cannot denie ; 
Yet fame fhall never touch me with fuch a villanie, 
To reporte that Damon did futfer his frind Pithias, lor him t 

giltles, to die ; 
Therfore content th)felfe, the Gods requite thy con^ant 

faith, 
None but Damon's bloud can appe.ife Dionifius' wrath. 
And now, O mightie kinge, to you my talkb I convay, 
Becauie you gave me ieatemy worldly thingts to ttay, ~? sk^ 
To requite that good toume ere 1 die, lor your bthalie this I 

fey» 

Although your regall Hate dame Fortune decketh (6^ 
That like a kinge in world y wealth abondantly ye floe, 
Yet fickle is the giounde whereon all tin ants ueade, 
Athoufand fundne cares and feares doo haunt their reitlefle 
head ; 

No 
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No truftic band, no faithfull friehdes doo garde thy hatefull 

fiate, 
And why ? whom men obey for deadly feare, fure them they 

deadly hate. 
That you may fafely raigne, by love get friends, whofe conftant 

faith 
Wyll never fayle, this, counfell geves poore Damon at his death : ,. tf 
Fnendes are the fureft garde for kinget, gold in time doos 9 * *^ 

wear away. 
And other precious thinges doo fade, fnndflrip wyll never 

decay. 
Have friendes in (tore therefore, fo (hall you fafely fleape, 
Have friends at home, of forraine foes fo neede you take no 

keepe* 
Abandon flatting tongues, whofe clackes truth never tels ; 
Abafe the yll, advance the good, in whome dame vertue dwels ; 
Let them your playfelowes be : but O, you earthly kinges, 
Your fure defence and ftrongeft garde ftands chiefly in faithfull 

friendes, 
Then get you friends by liberall deedes ; and here I make an 

ende* 
Accept this counfell, mightie king, of Damon, Pithias' friende. 
Oh, my Pithias ! now farewell for ever, let me kifle thee or ** V J. 

I die, 
My foule fhall honour thee, thy conftant faith above the hea- 
vens (hall flie. 
Come, Gronno, doo thine office now; why is thy colour fo 

dead? 
Bly neck is fo (hort, that thou wylt never have honeflie in 

finking of this head 94 « 

9* dm] doo, 1ft edit, 

• 3 or'] ere, sd edit. 

*4 My neck isfojborte that thou wilt never have honeflie in flr iking of this 
head,'] i. e. thou wilt derive no credit from ftriking off a head fo dif* 
adrantageouily placed from the purpofe of decollation. Honnetete, Fr. 
antiently fignified fame, or reputation, in the deitrous execution of any un- 
dertaking, whether honourable or the contrary. Honefty Deems here to be 
ufed with the French meaning, S. 

In this inilance the Author appears to hare had before hira the fpeech 
which Sir Thomas More made at his Execution. Hal/, in his Chronicle, 
tempore Henry VIII. p. az6, favs, " Alfo the hangman kncled doun to 

Vo x.. I, Q " him 
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' Dionifius. 
Eubulus, my fpirites are fodenly appaukd, my limes waze 
weake, 
This ftraungc friendwip amafcth me fo, that I can fcarfis 
fpeake. 

Pithias. 
O mightie kinge, let ibme pittie your noble harte meeve; 
You require but one man's death, take Pithias, iet Damon lire. 

Eubulus. 
O unfpeakable frindihip ! 

Damon* 
Not fo, he hath not offended, there is no caufe why _ ^^ 
My conftant friend Pithias far Damon's lake mould die* J ? *^«» 
Alas, he is but young, he may doo good to many. 
Thou cowarde mihifter, why doeft thou not let mee die ? 

Grotmo* 
My hand with foden feare quivereth* 

Pitfjias. 
O noble kinge, (hewe mercy upon Damon, let Pithias die* 

Dionifius, 
Stay, Gronno, my flefli trembleth. Eubulus, what (hall I 
doo? 
Were there ever fuch frindes on earth as were theie two ? 
What harte is fo cruell that would devide them afunder? 
O noble friendmip, I muft yeld, at thy force I wonder. 
My harr this rare frindihip hath pearu to the roote, 
And Quenched all my fury, this fight hath brought this about, 1 £ 
Which thy grave counfell, Eubulus, and learned perfwafioa 
t could never, doo. 

O noble gentlemen, the immortal Gods above 
Hath made you play this tragidie I think, for my behove: 
Before this day I never knew what perfeft friendihip ment. 
My cruell mind to bloudy deedes was full and wholy bente ] 
My fearefuli life I thought with terrour to defende, 
But now I fee there is no garde unto a faithfull friend, 

" him aikyng him forgevenes of his death (as the manner is), to whom 
" he fayed I forgeve thee, but I promife thee that thou lhalt never have 
(t bone/lie rftbejirykyng of my htady tny necks isfijhort" 

j Which 
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Which .wyll not fpare his lyfe at time of prefent needc, 

O happie kinoes who in your counts have two fuch frinda 

indeed ! 
I- honour friendfhip now, which that you may playnly fee, ^ ^ 
Damon, have thou thy lyfe, from death I pardon thee ; 
For which good tourne, I crave this honour doe- me lend, 
Oh frindly hart, let me linke with you, to you 9S make me the 

thirde friende. 
My courte is yours, dwell here with met, by my commiffion 

Myfelf, my realme, my weltb, my health, I commit to your 

charge t 
Make me a thirde friend, more (hall I joye in that thing, 
Then to be called as I am, Dionifius, the mightie kinge. 

Damon. 
O mightie king, firft for my lyfe moft humble thankes I geve, 
And next, I prayfe the jmmortall Gods that did your harte fo 

meve, 
That you would have refpe& to frtendfhip's heavenly lore, ^ m 
Forfeing wel he need not feare which hath true friends in flore* 
For my part, rood noble king, as a third frind, welcbm to oar 

friendly focietie ; 
But you muft forget you are a king, for frindlhip ftandes in true 
equalitie. 

t>ioniJiui. 
Unequall though I be in great pofleffions, 
Yet full equall (hall you finde me in my changed conditions* 
Tirrannie, flatterie, oppreffion, loe hear I cad away; 
Juftice, truth, love, mndmip, {hall be my joy t 
True friendfhip wyl I honour unto my live's end, 
My greateft glorie (hal be to be counted a perfect friende." > 

Pitbias, 
For this your deede, moil noble king, the Gods advance V& 
your name, 
And fince to friendfhip's lore you lift your princely harte to 

frame, 
With joyfuil hart, O kinge, mod wellcome nowe to me* 
"With you wyll I knit the perfect knot of amitie t 


*s fyw] two to, ad edit. 
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Whereinl (hall enftruft ydu fd, and Damon here your friend, 
That you may know of amitie the mightie force, and eke the 

joyful end. 
And how that kinges doo (land uppon a fickle ground, 
Within vyhofe realme at time or need no faithfull friends arc 
founde. 

DioniJtt/s» * 

Your inftru&ion wyll I folow, to you myfelf I doo coramite* 
Eubulus, make hade to fet new apparell fitte 
For my new friends. ^ ~ ^* 

Eubulus. 
I go with joyful hart, O happie day ! [Exit. 

Gronno. 
I am glade to heare this word ; though their litres they doo 
not leefe, 
It is no reafon 96 the hangman mould lofe his fees : 
Thefe are mine, I am gone with a trife. [Exit. 

Here entreth Eubulus with new garmentes. 

Dionifius, 
Put on thefe garmentes now, goe in with me, the jewdies 
of my court. 

Damon and Pithias* 
We go with joyfutt harts. 

Stepbano. 
Oh, Damon, my deare matter, in all this joy remember me* 

Dionifius. 
My friend Damon, he afketh reafon. 

. . Damon. 
Stephano* for thy good fervice, be thou free* 

[Ex. ail but Stephana. " 
StepUano. 
O mod happie, pleafant, joyfull, and triumphant day! VJL 
Poore Stephano now (hall live in continuall joy.: 
Vi<ve le roy, with Damon and Pithias, in per teii amide. 
Five tu Stephano, in thy pleafant liberalitie : 
Wherein I joy as much as he that bath a conqueft woirae* 
I am a fiee man, none fo mery as I now under the tonne. 

•• not reafm] no reafon, tit edit. 

Farewd 


DAMON A»D PITHIA& *#s 

rfaiewcl .my lords, nowe the Godsi graunt you al the .Com of 

perfe& amitic, 
iAad me longe to enjoy my tonge-defired libertie. [Exit* . 

Heare entreth Eubulus heatyng Carifbphus. 

Away villaine, away, you fiatringe parafite, 
Away the plague of this courte : thy tiled tongue, that forged 

lies, ^H 

No more. here (hall doo hurt : away, falfe Gcophant, wilt thou 7 ** 
not ? 

Carifephus* 
I am gone, fir, feeing it is the kinges pleafure. 
Why whyp ye me alone? a plague take Damon and Pithias, 

fince they came hither 
2 am driven to feke releefe abroo', alas ! I fcnow not whither* 
Yet, Eubulus, though I be gone, hereafter time (hall trie, 
There (hail be found even in this court as great flatterers as I. . 
Well, for a while I wyll forgo the court, though to my great 

payne ; 
2 doubt not but to fpie a time when I may ereepe in againe. 

[Exit. 
Eubulus. 
The ferpent that eates men alive, flattery, with all her 
broode, 
Is whipte away in princes courtes, whiche yet did never good* 
What force, what mighty power true friendihip may poflefle, * «L 
To all the worlde, Dionifius' courte now playnly doth exprefle, 
Who fince to faithfull friendes he gave his wiiiyng eare, 
Mod fafely iitteth in his feate, and Heepes devoid of feare. 
Pourged is the court of vice, fince friendihip entred in, 
Tirannie quailes, he ftudieth now with love eche hart to win ; 

Xertue is had in price, and hath his juft rewarde ; 
nd painted fpeache, that glofeth for gayne, from gifts is quite 
debar'd. 
One loveth another now for vertue, not for gayne ; 
Where vertue doth not knit the knot, there friendihip cannot 

raigne, 
Without the whiche, no houfe, no land, ne kingdome can $ ^ 

endure, 
As neceflarie for man's lyfe, as water, ayre, and fier, 

QL3 Which 
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Which framcth the minde of man, all honeft thinges to 

doo; 
' Uahooeft thinges friendftrippe ne cravetb, nc yet confetti 

thereto, 
la wealth a double joye, in woe a prefent ftay, 
A fweete compagnion in each tiate true friemUhip it al- 

way : 
A fure defence for kinges, a perfect truftie bande, 
A force to aflayle, a fliield to defende the enemies crueil 

hande, 
A rare, and yet the greateit.gifr that God can geve to man : 
So rare, that fcarce four couple of faithful! kendo have ben 

fwee the wo ride began. 
A gift fo ilrange, and of fuch price, I wifli all kyngs to 

have ; / rt% 

But chicfely yet, as duetie bipdetb, I humbly crave, 
1 rue friendfhip and true friendes, full fraught with conftant 

faith, 
T he gever of friends, the Lord, grant her, moll noble cjueene 

Elizabeth, 


i 
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*J*HE firongejt garde that fynges can have, 

. Are conflant * friends their fate to fave : . 

True friendes are conflant hath in word and deede 9 

True 'friendes arefre/ent, and heipe at each neede : 

True friendes talke truejy, they glofe for nogayne % 

When treafure confumeth % truefrindes wyl! remayne: '* 

True frindesfbr their tru prince refufetb not their death : / & 

The Lordgraunt her fuch frindes, moft noble queene Elizabeth* 

' Lottge may fie governe rn honour and wealthy 

yijyde ofaUficknefjhyin moft perfeH health : 

Which health to prohmge, as true fiends require, 

God grauntjhe may have her owne hartes defire .• 

Wtycb frienjes wytt defind with moft JUdfaft faith^ 

The Lorde graunt her fuch friendes , moft noble queene Elizabeth* \ *S 
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(2.) Another Edition in 4to, B. L, 158a, Both in Mr* 
Garrick's Collection. 
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I HAVE not been able to difcover who was the Author of 
this Piece. But I think it is one of the moll remarkable 
of our antient Morakeies, as it was wrote purpofely to vindicate 
and promote the Reformation. It was printed in 15739 and 
contrived fo that four People might a£t it : this was frequently 
done, as I have obferved in the Preface, for the convenience 
of fuch as were difpoied to divert or improve themfelves, by re- 
prefenting thefe kinds of Entertainments in their own Houfes. 
This, and God's Promifes by Bifhop Bale, will ferve as -Sped* 
ipens of the ancient Mjtfteries and Moralities. 
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TfafeiSayers Names in this Enterlude be thefe* 


The Prologue. 


Bcfvcrfe Do&rine, 

Ignoraunce, 

New Cuftome, 

Light of the Gofpell, 

Hypocrifie, 

Creweltie, 

Avarice, 

Edification, 

Afluraunce, 

Godded felicitie, 


an old pcpifbe Prkft. 

an other ', but elder* 

a Minifter* 

a ' Minifler* 

an tide Woman* 

a Ri{ffler J * 

a Ruffler* 

a Sage* 

a Pertue* 

a Sage* 


Fower may play this Enterlude. 

f New Cuftome. 
j I Avarice. 
I Affurance. 


i Perverfe Doctrine. 


f Ignoraunce. 

a < Hypocrifie, and 

I Edification. 


{Light of the Gofpell* 
Creweitie. 
Godde's felicitie. 
The Prologue. 


1 Creweitie, a Ruffler."] i. c. a cheating bully, fo called in. fcveral Ac*fc$ 
•f Parliament during the reign of King Henry the Eighth. S. 
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jfL tbinges be not fie as in fight they doefieme, 

What fo ever they re/emble^ or what ever men deem* 
For ifourfen/es in their owne objeHs us dofayle 
Sometimes y then our judgemente JhaU but little availc ' 
Jnfome thinges, asfuch, where doubt geveth deniall 
Of them in the heft wife to make any trialL 
Which f ay inge is evident \ as wellfbaU appear e 
In this little Enter lude whiche we prefent heare ; 
Whereby we may learn howgrofly we erre, 
Taking one thingefor another, which differ fofarre 
As good dothe from badde. Example therefore 
Ton may take by thefe perfins if you marke no more. 
For the primitive conftitution, whiche wasfyrfi appointed 
Even by Godhimjelf and by Chreft his annoynted; 
Confirmed by th* appoftks, and of great antiquitie: 
See howe it is perverted by manners wicked iniquitie 9 
To be called newe Cufiome, or newe Conftitucion t 
Surely a name of to much ungodly abufion. 
Which our author indifferent^ fcanninge in his minde 9 
In hisfimple opinion this caufe hee dothfinde; 
That by reafon of ignorance which beareth great Jwaie f 
And alfofiubbeme doHrine^ which Jbutteth up the waie 
To all good inftruftionjand knowledge of right : 
No marvell it was, though of the trueth we were ignoraunt quighu 
For truely infuche a caje y the matter was but finally 
T+ make the ignorant fowk to credite them all^ 


*«.•. 


Whatfo ever theyfiide, were it trueth or a lye. 

For no man able was then to prove them the contraritm 

Wherefore their ownefanfies they fette in great prife, 

Jfegk&inge the trewe waye, Hie men Jarre unwife. 

Making fcmblant of antiquitie in all that they did 9 

To th? intent that their fubtihie byjucbe meanes might hehia\ 

NenvcCu/iome af/o hath he named this matter verilie % 

Jn cdhfideration that the people fb fpeaketh commonlie, 

Confuting the fame by reafons mojt manrfeft, 

Whiche in confequent order qftalke are expreft. 

This fence bath our Author followed herein, as wefaide, 

For other meaning, moreover hee *willnot have it denaide. 

But dbverfe may. invent muche dtflantfrom this, 

Whiche in no wife he wil have prejudicial/ to his % 

Nor his unto theirs,whatfoever they hee, 

For many heades, many wittes, wee doe plain fly fee. 

Onely hee defireth this of the worJbipfuU audience, 

Yo take in good parte without at manner offence, 

Whatfoever fhaU befpoken, marking the intent. 

Interpreting it no otherwife hut as it was ment. 

And fir us, if of pacienceyou lift to attende, 

Wee are readie to declare you the matter to the ende. 
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ACTUS I. SCENA I. 

Perverfe Doctrine and Ignorance entre* 

Perverfe DoBrine* 

IT is even fo in deede, the worlde was never in fo evyll a 
ftate. 
But this is no time for us of thefe matters to debate. 
It were good wee invented fome politike waie 
Our matters to addreffe in good orderly (hie. 
And for us, reafon would we looked to ourfelves. 
Do you not fee ho we thefe newe fangted pratling elfes 
Prinke up fo pertly of late in every place r 
And go about us auncients flatly to deface ? 
As who fhoulde fay in fhorte time, as well learned as wee, 
As wife to the worlde, as good they mighteaccoumptid bee, 
l^aye, nave, if many yeers and graie heares do knowe no more. 
But that every pe*i(ne boye hath even as muche witte in ftore: 
By the mafle then have I lyved to long, and I would I were 

dead, 
If I have not more knoweledge then a thoufande of them in 

my head, 

For how mould they have learning that were borne but even, 

now? 
As fit a fighte it were to fee a goofe modde, or a fadled cowe* 
As to hear the pratlinge of any lbche Jack Stcavve. 
For when hee hath all done I cornpte him but a very dawe. 
As in London not longe iince, you wot well where, 
They rang to a Sermon, and we chaunced to be there* 
Up Hart the preacher I thinks not paft twenty yeeres olde, 
W/kth a founding voyce, and audacitie bolde, 

3 And 
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And beganne to revile at the holie facrament, and tranfuMan* 

elation. 
I never hearde one knave or other make fuche a declaration* 
Bnt, if I had had the feoye in a convenient place, 
With a good rodde or twain not paft one how re's fpace, 
I woulde fo have fcourged my marchant *, that his breeche 

mould ake, 
So longe as it is fince that he thofe woordes fpake. 
What, younge men to be medlers in Qivini.tie ? it is a godly 

fight! 
Yet therein nowe almoft is every boye's delight, 
No booke nowe in their h ancles, but all fcripture, fcripture, 
Eyther the whole Bible, or the New Teftament, you may be 

fure. 
The Newe Teftament for them ? and then to for cowle my 

dogge *. 
This is the olde proverbe, to caft perles to an hogge. 
Geve them that whiche is meete for them, a racket and a ball, 
Or fome other trifle to bufie their heades with all. 
Playinge at coytes or nine hooles 4 , or fhooting at buttes, 
There let them be a goddes name, til their hartes ake and 

their guttes. 
Let us alone with divinitie, which are of ryper age. 
Youth is rafhe, they fay, but olde men hath the knowledge* 


* my march™*] Merchant was antiently ufed as we now'ufe the word 
chat. See Note on Romeo and Julltty A. 2. S. 4. S. 

* — and then to for cowle my dogge"} Cowle, or rather c$Il, I fuppofe t* 
be the name of the dog. S. 

Cowle my dog, I am inclined to believe means put a cowle or hood on 4 
dog, and he will be as learned as a frier : the contempt inte which the 
order had at this period fallen will at leaft countenance the explanation, 
if it fhould not be thought fufficient to prove it. I once was of opinion, 
that there might be an allufion to the cafe of one Co/lins a crazy man, 
who feeing a prieft hold up the hoft over his head, lifted up a dog in the 
fame manner, for which both he and the animal were burnt in f53$w 
See Foxe, vol. II. 436. 

4- Playinge at coytes or nine hooles"] By the Stat. 33 Hen. VIII. c. 9. 
f. 16. a penalty is impofed on certain persons therein mentioned, who 
Ihould play at the tables, tennis, dice, cards, bowls, clafh, coyting, legating, 
•r other unlawful game. Coytes are the fame as fuoits* 

For 
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For while they reade they know not what, they omit the 


venue, 


And that is nowe the caufe fo many fall into herefie. 

Every man hath his owne way, fome that, and fome this, 

It wolde almoft for anger furreverence s make a man to piflc, 

To heare what they talke of in open communication, 

Surely I feare me, Ignorance, this geare wyl make fome defo- 

lation. 

Ignoraunce. 
I feare the fame alfo, but as towching that wherof you 

fpeake ful well, 
They have revoked diverie olde herefies out of hell* 
As again ft tranfubfiantiation* purgatory, and the mafle, 
And lay that by fcripture th$y can not be brought to pafle. 
But that whiche ever hath ben a moft trewe and conflant 

opinion, 
And defended alfo hitherro by all of our religion, 
That I Ignorance am the mother of true devotion, 
And Knowledge the au&our of the contrarie affedion : 
They clenie it to ftqutely as thoughe it were not fo. 
But this hath ben belert many an hundred yeere ago. 
Wherefore it greveth mee not a lyttle that my cafe fhould fo 

ftande, 
Thus to be difproved at every pratler's hande. ' 

Perverfe Doflrine, 
Tea, doth ? then* the more unwifeman you, as I trowe, 
For they fay as muche by me, as you well do knowe. 
And ihall I then go vexe my felfe at theyr talke ? 
No, let them fpeake fo longe as their tongues can walke* 
They (hall not greve mee, for why f in very fouth 
It were follie to endeavour to flop every manne's mouth. 
They have brought in one, a younge upftart ladde as it ap* 

peares, 
I am fure he hath not ben in the realme very many yeares, 
With a gathered frocke, a powlde head and a broade hatte, 
An unfhaved bearde, a pale face, and hee teacheth that 
Allourdoinges are naught, and hath ben many a day* 
Hee difaloweth our ceremonies and rites, and teacheth an 

other way 

5 furreverence'] Perhaps a contn&ion of fav* your rtvfrmu S» 
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To fenre God, then that whiche wee do ufe, 

And goeth about the people's myndes to fed uce. 

It is a peftilent knave, hee wyll have priefte3 no corner cappes 

to weare 6 * 
Surplices ate fuperftitiori, beades, paxes, and fuche other geare, 
Crofles, belles, candeHs, oyle, bran, fait, fpettle, and incenfe, 
With fenfing and tinging, he accomptes not worth three half 

penfe, 
And cries out on them all, if to repete them I wift, 
Suche holy thinges wherein our religion doth confift : 
But hee commaundes the femce* in £ngli(h to be readde, 
And for the Holy ^egende 7 , the Bible too put in his fteadde, 
Every man to looke thereon at his lift and pleafure, 
Every man to ftudie divihitie at his convenient leafure; . 
With a thoufand newe guifes more, you know as well as I* 
And to terme him by his right name, if I (hould not lie, 
It is New Cuftome, for fo they do him call, 
Both our filler Hipocrifie, Superftirion, Idolatrie and all. 
And truely methinketh, they do juftly and wifely therein, 
Since hee is fo divers, and fo lately crept in. 

Ignorattnce. 
So they call him indeede, you have faide ryght well, 
Becaule he came newely from the devyll of hell, 
New Cuftome, quoth you t now a vengeance of his newe nofe, 
For bringing in any fuche unaccullomed glofe ; 

6 «. hee iay l l have prUfies no corner cappes to weare"} Foxe, in the thirl 
volume of his AAs and Monuments, p. 131, fays, " Over and befides 
u divers other things touching M. Rogers, this is not to be forgotten, 
«' how, in the daies of King Edward the Sixth, there was a controverfie 
« among the Bilhops and Clergie for wearing ofpriefls caps, and other at- 
« tvre belonging to that order. Matter Rogers being one of that number 
" which never went othcrwife than in a round <ap, during all the time of 
" King Edward, affirmed that he would not agree to that decreement of 
" uniformitie, but upon this condition, that it* they would needs have 
« fuch an uniformitie of wearing the cap, tippet, &c. then it ftiould be 
<* decreed withall, that the papifts for a difference betwixt them and 
" others {hould be conftrained to weare upon their fleeves a chalice with 
«« an hoaft upon it. Whereunto jf they would confent, he would agree 
*' to the othex, otherwise he would not he faid confent to the fetting forth 
« of the fame, nor ever weare the cap', nor indeed he never did." 

7 the Holy Legcndc] I fuppofe the Legetula Jturea, the Golden Legend ok 
Jacobus de Yoragine. S, 

Far 
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tor hee hath feduced the people by rnightie greate docket, 
Bodi« of God, it were good to fet the knave in the ilockes. 
Or elles to whyp him for an exaumple to all roges as hee, 
How they the authors of newe herefies bee. . 
Or henceforth do attempt any fuch ftrange devife, 
Let him keepehimfelfe from my handes, if hee be wyfe# . 
If ever I may take him within my rayne, 
He is fure to have whipping theere 8 for his payne. 
For hee doth muche harme in eache place throughout the lande ; 
Wherefore, Perverfe Doctrine, heere nedeth your tiande: 
I meane, that ye be diligent in any cafe, 
If ye fortune to come where New Cuftome is in place. 
So to ufe the villaine, you know what I meane, 
That in all poyntes you may diicredite him cleane : 
And when hee beginnes of any thynge for to clatter, 
Of any controverfie of learnyng, or divinitie matter, 
So to .cling faft unto every manne's thought, 
That his wordes may feeme herefie, and his doinges but nought* 

Perverfi DoBrine* 
Tuihe, let me alone with that, for I have not fb lyttle wit, 
But I have pra£fcifed this alreadie, and minde alfo to do it. 
Yet a further devife I have, I think, not amifle. 
Hearken to mee, Ignorance, for the matter is this : 
For the better accomplishing our fubtiltie pretended, 
It were expedient that bothe our names were amended ; 
Ignorance (hall be Simplicitie, for that comes very nie ; 
And for Perverfe Doctrine I will be called Sounde Dodtrine, I. 
And nowe that wee are both in fuche forte named, 
Wee may goe in any place and never be blamed* 
See then you remembre your name, fir, Simplicitie, 
And mee at every worde Sound do&rine to be ; 
Beware of tripping, but look in minde that you bear* ' 
Your fayned name, and what before you weare. 
But who is this that hitherwarde doth walke ? 
Let us fiande flill to heare what he wyll talke. 

• tht*ri\ So the 4*0. I think we (hould read, tbtcru 
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ACTUS I. SCSNA II. 

New Cuftome entreih akm. ^ 

New Gfflome. 

TX7"HEN I confidcr the auncient times before, 
* * That have ben thefe eyght hundred yeere* and more, 
And thofe conferre with thefe our later dayea t 
My minde da thefe difpleafe a thousand waiea* 
For lure hee that hath bothe perceaved aright, 
Wyll fa/ they differ as darkencs clothe from ttgbt. 
For then playne-dealing beare away the price, 
All t hinges were ruled by men of good advife, 
Confcience pre v ay led mucbe, even every where, 
No man deceived his neybour, and eke a thing? full rare 
It was to rlnde a man you might not trull ; 
* But looke what once they promifed, they did that well and jufc 
If neighbours were at variance they ran not {freight to lawe, 
Daiefmen 9 tooke up the matter, and coil them not % ftrawe, 
Suchp delight they had to kyll debate and flrife ; 
And furely even in thofe dayes was there more godlter lifes. 
Howbeitmen of all ages are wonted todifpraife 
The wickednefle of time that florifhed at their dates, 
As well hee may difcerne who for that but lightly looke* 
In every leafe almoft of all their bookes : 
For as for Chrift our maifter, what hee thought of Jewea, 
And after \\ym th' apoftles, I think it is no newes, 

Perver/i Doftriue. 
Harke, SimpUcitie, hee is fotne preacher I wyll lay ray 
go w ne, 
He mindeth to make a fermon within this towne ; 

* DaieftHen) j.e. umpires. SoSpenfcrj 

For what art thou 

, That makft thyfelf his dayfman, to prolong 
The vengeance paft ? Fa'uric £>ueex. S. 

A dayes-man, fays Ray, in his Colle&ion of North Country Wttrds, 
p. 25, is " an arbitrator, an umpire or judge. For as Dr. Hammond ob- 
" fer\es, in his Annotation on Heb. x. 25. p. 752, the word day, in all 
" languages and idioms, fignifies judgment. So Man's Day, 1 Cor. iii. 
" 13. is the judgment of men. 9o dim dictn in Latin is to implead." 
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Hee fpeaketh honeftly yet, but furely if hee rayle at mec, 
I may not abide him, by the maffe, I promife thee* 

New Cttftome. 
Faule to the Corinthians plainely doth tejl 
That their behaviour pleafed him not well. 
All our forefathers likewife have ben offended 
With diverfe faultes at their time, that might have ben amended. 
The do&ours of the churche, great faulte they dyd fynde, 
In that men lived not after their mynde : 
Firft with the rulers as examples of finne, 
Then with the people as continuing therin : 
So that of them both this one thing they thought, 
That the people was not good, but the rulers were naught. 
But in comparifon of this time of miferie, 
In thofe daies men lyved in perfe&e felicitie. • _ 
Saincte Paule prophecied that worfe tymes (houlde enfue, 
In novijjimis venient quidam, faith hee, this is trewe, 
Folowinge all mifchiefe, ungodlinefle^and evyll, 
Leaning to all wickednefle and doftrine of the devyll; 
And fpake hee not of thefe daies, thinke you, I praye ? 
The proofe is fo playne that no man can denaye : 
For this is fure, that never in any age before, 
Naughtinefs and finne hath ben praclifed more, 
Or halfe fo rauche, or at all, in relpe&e fo I iaye, 
As is nowe (God amende all) at this prefent daye : 
Sinne nowe no finne, faultes no faultes a whit, 
O God, feeft thou this, and yet wylt fuffer hit ? 
Surely thy mercie is great, but yet our finnes I feare 
Are fo great, that of juftice with them thou canft not beare. 
Adultene no vice, it is a thinge fo rife xo , 
A ftale jeit nowe, to lie with another manne's wyfe : 
For what is that but daliaunce ? Covetoufnefie they call 
Good hufhandrie, when one man would faine have all. 
And eke alike to that is unmerciful extorcion, 
A finne in fight of God, of great, abhomi nation : 
For pride, that is now a grace ; for rounde about 
The humble fpri ted is termed a fooie or a lovvte. 
Who fo will bee fo drunken that he fcartly knoweth his waye, / 
Oh, hee is a good fellowe, fo now a daies they laye : 

10 1° r 'f e ] u c# ^° com 1 * 100 * in fuch plenty. S. 
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Gluttonie is hofpitalitie, while they meate and drinke fpill, 

Whiche would relieve diverfe whom famine doth kill. 

As for all charitable deedes, they be gone, God knoweth ; 

Some pretende laclce, but the chiefe caufe is flowth, 

A vice mod outragiouie of all others fure. 

Right hatefull to God, and contrarie to nature. 

Scarfe bloud is puniflied, but even for very ihame, 

So make they of murther but a trifling game. 

O how manie examples of that horYible vice 

Do dayly among us nowe fpring and arife ? 

But thankes be to God that fuch rulers doth fende, 

Whiche earneftly ftudie that fault to amende ; 

As by the (harpe puniftieinent of that wicked crime 

Wee may lee that committed was but of late time. 

God direct their heartes they may alwaies continue 

Suche juft execution on finne to enfue; 

So (hall be faved the life of many a man, 

And God wyll withdrawe his fore plagues from us than* 

Theft is but pollicie, perjurie but a face, ! 

Suche is now the worlde, fo farre men be from grace* 

But what (hall I fay of religion, and knowledge ' 

Of God, whiche hath ben indifferent in eache age 

Before this ? howbeit his faltes then it had, j 

And in fome poyntes then was culpable and bad. 

Surely this one thinge I may fay aright, 
God hath rejected us away from him quight, 

And geveh us up whollie unto our owne thought. 

Utterly to deftroy us, and bring us to nought : 

For do they not followe the inventions of men ? 

Looke on the primitive churche, and tell mee then 

Whether they ferved God in this fame wife, 

Or whether they followed any other guyfe t 

For fince Godde's feare decayed, and hypocrifie crept in 

In hope of fome gaines and lucre to win, 

Crueltie bare a fttoke, who with fagot and fier, 

Braught all thinges to pafle that hee did defier ; 
, Next avarice fpilt all, whiche left it (hould be fpide, 

Hypocrifie en fued the matter to hide. 

Then brought they in their monfters, their mattes, their light. 

Their torches at uoone, to darken our fight ; 

Thefr 
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Their Popes and their pardones, their purgatories for fowles, 
Their fmoking of the church, and flinging of cooles. 

Ignoraunce. 
Stay yet a whyle, and let us heare more communication* 

Pcrverje Doflrirte. 
I cannot, by godde's fovvle, if I might have all 'this nation* 
Shall I fuffer a knave thus to rayle and prate t 
Nay, then I pray God, the devyli breake my pate. 
I will be revenged, or 11 hee depart away. 
Ah, furrah, you have made a feire fpeake heere to-day, 
Do you looke for any rewarde for your deede ? 
It were good to beate thee till thy head bleede, 
Or to fcourge thee welfavouredlie at a carte's tayle, * 

To teache fuche an horefon to blafpheme and rayle 
At fuche holie miseries, and matters fo hie 
As thou ipeakeft of nowe, and rayledli at fo latelie* 

New Cuftome. 
What mesrne ye, fir, or to whom do you fpeake ? 
Art you minded on mee your anger to wreake, 
Whiche have not offended as farre as I knpwe ? 

1'erver/e Dofirine. 
I fpeak to thee, knave, thou art madde I trowe ; 
What meaneft thou to raile right nowe fo contemptuously 
At the chefeft fecretes of all divinitie I 

New Cuftome. 
Verilie I railed not, fo farre as I can tell, 
I fpake, but advifedly, I knowe very well ; 
For I wyll (land to it, whatfoever I fayde. 

Perverfe Do&rine. 
Wilt thou foe ? but 1 will make the well apaide z * s 
To recant thy woordes, I holde thee a pounde, 
Before thou departe hence out of this grounde* 

New Cuftome* 
No, that (hall you not do, if I die therefore. 

« or\ i. e. before. 

f» well apaide] well content. In Pfalm hDQuiL TOT. 8» *C hare I 

And Affur eke is well apaid, 
With them in league to be. 
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Pervtrfi Do&rine* 

Thou (halt fee anone, go too, prattle no more, 
But tell mee th'effed of the woordes whiche were fayde. 

New Cufttme. 

To recite them agayu, I am not afrayde : 
I fayde that the Mafic, and fuche trumperie as that, 
Popery, purgatorie, pardons, were flatt 
Againft Goddess woorde and primitive conftitution, 
Crept in through covetoufneffe and luperflition, 
Of late yeeres, through blindnes, and men of no knowledge, 
Even fuche as have ben in every age. 

Perverfe Qo&rine. 

Now, precioufe horefon, thou hail made a He ; 
How canft thou prove that, tell me by and by. 

New Cuftotne. 

It needeth fmall profe, the effeft doth appere, 
Neither this is any place for to argue here. 
And as for my faying I holde the negative, 
It lyeth you upon to prove the affirmative ; 
To fhewe that fuch thinges were ufed in antiquitie* 
And then I can cafely prove you the contrarie. 

Perverfe Doftrine. 

Stand'ft thou with mee on fchole poyntes, doft thou fo in* 
deede ? 
Thou hadft beft to prove mee whether I can reede ; 
Thinkeft thou I have no logique, in deed thinkeft thou foe r 
Yes, prinkockes, that I have ; for fortie yeares agoe 
I coulde fmatter in a Duns I3 pretelie, I do not jefte, 
Better I am fure then an hundred of you, whofoever is the beft. 

New Cufiome* 

Trulie I beleve you, for in fuche fonde bookes 
You fpent idellie your time and weried your lookes : 
More better it had ben in bookes of holie fcripture, 
Where as vertue is exprefled, and religion pure, 
To have paffed your youth, as the Bible and fuche, 
Then in thefe trifles to have doited fo muche ; 

'3 in a Duns'] i. e. in the theological writings of Duns Scotus, who ob- 
tained the title oiDe&or Subtiliu S. 

See alfo Note 35 to The Revenger's Tragedy, voL IV. p. 359. 

Not 
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Not more to have regarded a Duns or a queftionift, 
Then you would the woordes of the holie evangeRft. 

Perverje Do&rine. 
' What, for a childe to meddle with the Bible ? 

New Cuftome. 
Yea fure, more better than fo to be idle. 

Perverfe Do&rine. 
Is ftudie then idlenes? that is a new terme. 

New Cuftome. 
They fay better to be idle than to do harme. 

Perverfe Do&rine* 
What harme dothe knowledge ? I pray thee, tell mee. 

New Cuftome. 
Knowledge puffeth up, in Sain&e Paule you may fee, 

Perverje Do&rine. 
Yee, but. what knowledge meaneth hee? tell me that* 

New Cuftome, 
Even fuch knowledge as yee profefie flat ; 
For the truthe and the gofpell you have in contempt, 
And followe fuch toyes as yourfelves do invent : 
Forfaking Godde's lawes, and th'appoftle's inftitution, 
x In all your procedinges, and matters of religion. 

Perverfe Do&rine, 
. By what ipeakeft thou that, let me here thy judgment ? 

New Cuftome, 
Not by any gefle, but by that whiche is evident. 
As for the fcriptures, you have abolilhed cleane; 
New faftiions you have conftitute in religion ; agayne, 
Abufe of the facraments then hath ben tofore, 
Have you brought, and in nombre have you made them more 
Then Chrift ever made : wherfore (hew your au&oritie : 
Or els have you done to the churche great injurie. 
Th'appoftles never taught your tranfubftantiation 
Of bread into flelhe, or any fuche faihion. 
Howe be it they were converfant every day and howre, 
And received that facrament of Chrift our faviour : 
You feigne alfo that Peter was bifhop of Rome, 
And that hee firir. inftituted the feate of your popedome : 
But, perverfe nation, howe dare you for fhame, 
Your fanfies on Chrift, and th' appoftles to frame f ' 

Perverfe 
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Perverfe Dafirine. 
Marie avaunt, Jackefeuce, and pratling knave, 
I wit) conjure thy cote if thou leave not to rave. 
With all my harte, and a vengeance come up and be nought, 
I fee wee (hall have an heretike of thee, as I thought. 
Tbefe things were approved or thou waft born, doft thou 

not lee f 
And (hall be when thou art hanged, I warrant thee. 

New Cuftome, 
, Ere I Wag borne ! nay flue that is not trewe, 
For in companion of mee they be but newe. 

Perverfe Do&rine. 
Of thee ! ha, ha, ha ! what of thee f thou art mad. 

New, Cuftome. 
Surely in my forte I am both fober and fad. 

Perverfi DoHrine. 
' Whie, how olde art thou I tell mee, I pray thee hartely. 

New Cuftome* 
Elder than you, I perceive. . 

Perverfi Do&rine. 
What, older than I ! 
The younge knave, by the mafle, not fully thirtie, ' 

Would be elder than J that am above fixtie ! 

New Cuftome* 
A thoufande and a halfe, that l'urely is my age, 
^A& and enquire of all men of knowlage. 

Perverfe Dodrine. 
A thoufand yea res ! godde's precioufe fowle, I am out of 
my wittes ; 
He is poflefled of fome devyll, or of fome evill fprites. 
Why thou art a young knave of that forte, I faye, 
That brought into this realme but the other daye 
This new learning, and thele hereiies, and fuch other thing* 

moe, 
With fhange guifes invented not long agoe, 
And I pray thee tell me, is not thy name New Cuftome I 

New Cuftome * 
Trewly fo I am called of fome, 
A* of fuche as wante both wine and underftanding, 

i A* 


If E'W CUSTOMS. *<Sj 

A» ypu do nqwe, I knowe by your talking : 

But woe be to thofe that make no diftfn&ion 

Berweene many thinges of diverfe condition ; 

As naught to be good, and hotte to be colde, 

And old to be newe, and new to be olde: 

Wherefore thefe difceytes you dayly invent, 

The people to ieduce unto your advertifement, A 

While with tales you aflay, and with lies you begya 

The truth to deface, and your crcdite to wyn. 

Perverfe Do&rine m 

What is thy name, then, I pray thee make declaration* 

, New Cufiome. 

In faith, my name is Primitive Conftitution* 

Perverfe Dotirine. 

Who ? who ? Prava Conjiitutio ? even fo I thought, 

I wift that it was fome fuche tbinge of nought * 4 . 

Like lettufe I5 , like lippes ; a fcab'd horfe tor a fcald fquire. 

New Cuftome. 

Primitive Conftitution I faide, if you heare, 

Suche orders as in the primitive churche heretofore 

Were ufed, but not nowe, the more pittie therefore* 

Perverfe DoHrine, . 

Ah, ah ! in good time, fir, well might you fare, Primitive 

Conftitution, 

That is your trewe name, you fay, without all delution. 

i 

*4 fuche tbinge of nought"] So Hamlet, u The king is a thing of nothing.* 
See the Notes of Dr. Johnfon, Dr. Farmer, and Mr. Steevens, on tnat 
paftage, Edition of Shakfpeare 1778) vol. X. p. 336. This flay on the 
words was very common. 

Again, in The Humourous Lieutenant, A. . S. 6. : 
" Shall then that thing that honours thee 
" How miferable a thing foever, yefa.thing ftill, 
" And, tho' a thing of nothing, thy thing ever." 
*S Like lettufe, like lippei\ " Similes babent labra laftucau A thifilc is \ 

41 a fallet fit for an afs's mouth. We ufc when we would lignify that 
■ a< things happen to people which are fuitable to them, or which they de- 
" fcrVe : as when a dull fcholar happens to a ftupid or ignorant matter, " 
*' a f reward wife to a peevilh huiband, Sec. Dignum patella operculum* 
41 Like prieft, like people, and on the contrary. Thele Proverbs are al- 
" ways taken in the.worfc kafe. Tal came, tal cultello, ItaL Like 
<* flclh, like knife." Ray's Proverbs, 1742* p. 130. 

Primitive 
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Primitive Cenftitution (guodes ftowe) as muche as my fleeve, 
The devill on iiim which will fuch Tiers beleeve ; 
For my parte, if I creditc fuch an hearie mowle, 
The fowle fende of hell fetche mee, bodie and fowle. 

New Cuftome, 
Trueth cannot prevaile where Ignorance is in place, 

Ignoraunce. 

Peace, or I will lay my beades on thie face ; 
Haft thou nothing to raile at but Ignorance, I trowe ? 

New Cuftome. 
Yott may ufe me even at your pleafure, I know ; 
For Pervcrfe Doctrine, that is rooteJ foe faft, 
•That it may not be changed at no heavenlie blaft i 
"May not heare the contrarie, but beginneth to kicke, ( 

Like a jade when hee feleth the fpurre for to pricke. 

Perverfi DoRrine. f 

Yee! faift thou foe, thou mifcreant yillaine? 
A little thing would make mee knocke out thy brayne. 
Hence out or my fight, away, packing, trudge,; 
Thou detectable heretike, thou caytife, thou drudge ; 
If I may take thee, it were as good thou weare deade, 
For even with this portufe I6 I will battre thy heade. 

[Exit New Cuftome, 
Thoughe I hang therefore, I care not, I, 
So I be revenged ou a Have ere I die. 
Sacrament of God ! who hath hearde fuche a knave ? 
Who after hee had done at Ignorance to rave, 
Perverfe Doctrine (quod hee) is alfo rooted fo faft, 
That hee may be changed by no heavenly blaft : 

16 portufe"] Sometimes written portas t . or portos, L c. breviary. Du 
Cange, in Ptrtiforium. li Portuaffa y Mr. Tyrwhit obferves (Notes on 
Chaucer, ver. 1306 1), ie are mentioned among other prohibited books in 
4t the Stat. 3 and 4 Edw. VI. c. 10. And, in the Parliament Roll of 
" 7 Edw. IV. n. 40. there is a petition, that the robbing of — Porteous— - 
'* Grayell, Ma.uiell, &c. ihould be made felonie without clergy ; to which 
" the King anfwered, La Roy s'avifcra." 

The portuje is mentioned in Green's Hiftory of Fryer Bacon, Sign. C 4: 

<« Tie hamper up the match, 

« lie take my tort ace forth, and wed you here." 

4 • No, 


NEW CUSTOM E. *6f 

No, Godde's Jfowle, I warrant hira, I will fee him rotten* 
Before that my do&rine I (hall have ftrgotten^ 
Wherefore it behoveth us fome councell to take, 
Howe wee the ftronger our matters may make, 
Againft the furprife of this newe invafion, 
Begunne of late by this ftrange generation, 
Of New Cuftome and his mates I7 , meaning to de&ce 
Our auncient rightes, and religion, and to place 
Their develiftie doctrine the Gofpell, and foe 
Our gainst to debate, and ourielves to undoe. 
I thinke it bed therefore that our lifter Hypocrifie 
Do underftand fully pf this matter by and by. . 
Let us go and feeke her, the cafe for to ihewe, 
That wee her good councell may fpedely knowe* 

Ignaraunce. 
I am readie, in following I will not be flowe. [Exeunt* 


D 
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Light of the Gofpell and New Cuftome enter. 

Light of the Gofpell. 

OUB T you nothing at all, for God will fo provide, 
Who leaveth not his ele& to defende and to guide; 
That where ever I come fuche grace you .may finde, 
As (hall in each poynte content well your minde, 
And admit that they call you New Cuftome, what then ? 
Attribute that follie to the ignorance of men, 
That followe their fanfies, and know not the right* 
Well, you knowe where I come once, the light 
Of the Gofpell, whofe beames do glifter fo cleare, 
Then Primitive Conftitution in each place you appeare ; 

*7 mates] The 4to reads, mahu The alteration by Mr. Dodfley. 

And 
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And a* ellc where yoa have ben, fo do not miitruft ** 

But in this place hereafftr be receded you mud. 

New Cujlome. t 

According to your nature, fo do you very well 
To put mee in good hope, bright light of the gofpell. 
And feing you be trewe, I may in no wife 
Mifdeemeyou the father or au&hour of lies : 
For if truft to the gofpell do purchafe perpetuance 
Of life unto him who therein hath confidence, 
What {hall the light doe ? . whofe beames be fo bright, 
That in eache reipedt all tbinges elfe of light 
Are but very darkenes, and eke terreftriall, 
So the light of the Gofpell overihineth them all. 
Wherefore with great com forte I receive your counfell, 
With hartie thanks unto you, the light of the Gofpell. 

Light of the Gofpell. 
Do fo, and by faith, then (hall you obtaine 
Whatfoever you defire, the fcripture faith plaine : 
For quicquid pctierUU in nomine meo. 
It mufl of trueth needes be underftode foe : 
That without faith, whatsoever wee fortune to crave, 
Wee may not looke for it our defire to have. 
Faith moveth mountains, fo it be pure faith indeede, 
By fayth wee obtaine what foe ver wee neede; 
Then faith (hall reftore to you more trf 'fjges then this, 
Beleve me, Primitive Conftitution^vhatfoever is amifTe* 
But where be thofe reprobates, devoyde of all grace, 
Who lately mifufed you, as you faide, in this place? 

New Cujiomc. 
' They be fodenly departed, I wote not well whether, 
For I left them right now botheheere together : 
They cannot be fane hence, I know very well, 
Where they be, there is none if wee afk, but can tell. 

Light of the Gofpell. 
Do you knowe them agayne if you meete them aright ? 

New Cujiome. • , 

Yea, fir, that I do, even at the firlt fight. 

Light of the GofpclL 
Then let us not tarie, but go feek them ftraitc. 

New 
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New Cuflome. 
At handc I am readie on you for to wayte* [Ejtnmt, 
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Hypocrifie, Perverfe Do&rine, and Ignorauoce enter* ' 

Hypocrifie. 

T} Erverfe Do&rine, I fay, take heede in any forte 

-*■ That thou never beleve whatfoever they report. 

Though they of the gofpell never fo muche do preachy . 

Every man will not credite whatfoever they teache. 

They will not fay, all beleeve, when they do not, I promifii 

thee ; 
For that time will never come, in this world, truft met* 
Tulhe, tuftie, be thou bufied in any cafe 
To difcredite their preachinge in every place. 
If thev teache them one thins;, then teache thou the contraries 
And if that no fcripture for thy place thou have readie, 
In woordes that fupplie, which e wanteth in reafon, 
For ill thinges applied, fomtime, in good feaibn, 
As of better eftfones do importe the wayte, 
So they be well ordere*. -»y good pollicie and flayght. 
Howbeit their do6trine bt iountfe ; yet their vices fyndoof^ 
As this is a floven, or this is a lowte : 
Hee fpeaketh on envie, fuch a one for neede ; 
This faith it in woordes, but hee thinketh it not in deedei 
Upon greatter occafion they fticke not to rave. 
Saying, this is a whooremafter, villaine, hee an fieretikft 

knave, ' 

An extorcioner, a theefej a tray tour, a murtherer, 
A covetous perfon, a common ufcrer. 
This hee doth for my miftreffe his wyve's fake, by the mode, 
The beiterto maintaine and fupporte the frenchehoode. 
Remember alfo, that it wenre a great friame, 
For thee for to have forgotten thy owne name. 
Perverfe Doctrine, of right, mud the trueth fo perverte, 
That hee never let it finke into aoy manned harie, 

Ai 
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As farre as be can, with diligence withftande, 
For ever it behoved* thee to be readie at hande, 
To ftrenthen thine owne partes, and difprove other do&rine, 
Whatsoever (hall be taught that is eontrarie to thine ; 
Still pretende religion, whatfoever you fay, 
And that (hall get thee good credite alway, 
Pleating the multitude with fuche kinde of gear "• 
As w\th them to the whiche moft endined they are. 
Square cappes, longe gownes, with tippettes of filke, 
Brave coopes in the churche, furplices as white as railke, 
Beades, and fuche like, all thcfe beare the price; 
To thefe thinges applie thy attendant devife : 
And other likewife, which well you do knowe, 
Whiche all of great holinefle do fet forthe a (hewe. 
Though fbme of them doubtlefTe, be indifferent, what mattery 
xTheyTurniflie ourbufineffe never the latter. 
For thefe of antiquitie, fince that they do fmell, 
Our caufe muft commend right wonderful well: 
And thefe be the thinges wherof thou haft neede, 
The better of thy wyl and purpofe. to fpeede. 
Then geve thy attendance, and fo be fure of this, 
That I will be readie and never wyll mifle 
To aflift thee {till in workinge thy purpofe, 
To th'advauncing of thee, and depreffing thy foes. 

Perverfe Do&rine. 

Oramercie, good fitter, even with all my hearte, 
For this your good councell ; and for my parte, 
Whatfoever in this cafe may bee poffibly donne,. 
I (hall followe yourpreceptes as a natural fonne. 
For the matter fo ftandes if wee looke not well about, 
That we quite periftie out of all doubt, . - 

Unlefle fome fuch way wee take out of hande, 
Whereby wee may be able our foes to withftande. 
And for this caufe my brother Ignorance and I, 
Left' it mould chaunce us to fall into jeoperdie, 
Through envie of our names in any manne's eare; 
For this intent, I fay, wee did diligently care, 
Our names to counterfaite in fuche maner of forte, 
That where ever wee goe wee may win good reporte. 

** par] The 410 reads, grace. The alteration by Mr. Dodfley. 

Hypocrifo. 
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trypocrijie* 
©f my faith that is very well done in deede, 
God fende thee a good Wit ttill at thy neede. 
And that in thy doinges fuch fuccefle thou maift fynde, 
That all thinges may chaunce to thee after thy minde. 
My brother* if thoO have ought elfe for to fay, 
Speake on, or that I departe hence away. 

Ptrverfi DoBrine. 
Great thankes for your councel/and if yee chaunce to go 
thyther, 
You may meete with Ignorance, to haften him hyther. 

Hyfibcrifie* 
Farewel he (hall be here, you (hall fee even anon. [Exit* 

Perver/k Do&rine* 
Alacke, alacke, now my good fitter is gon, 
Whofe prefence to enjoycis more pleafant unto mee, 
Than^any thing whatfoever in the worlde couldc bee* 
Good occafion have I fuche a fitter to embrace. 
For by her means I lyve and enjoye this place. 
Which yet I poflefle as longe as I may, 
And have heretofore many a faire day. 
For fince thefe newe heretickes, the devill take them all, 
In all corners began to barke and to ball 
. At the catholike faith, and the bide religion, 

i Making of them bothe but matters of derifion ; 

Hypocrifie hath fo helped at every neede, 
That but for her, hardjy were wee lyke for to fpeede. 
For be our cafe never fo nye driven to the wortt, 
Through her meanes by fome meane take no place at the 

firft: 
Yet feme meanes doth fliee finde, by fome meanes at the 

length, 
That her waies do prevaile, and her matters get ftrengtlu 
Shee can finde out a thoufand guyles in a trice, 
For every purpofe a newe ftrong devife. 
No matter fo difficile for man to find out, 
No bufineiTe fo daungerous, no perfon fo ftowt, 
But of th'one flie is able a folucion to make, 
And th'others greate peryll and moode for to flake* 
Vol. I. S - And 
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find in fine, muche matter in fare woordes to containe, 

She can finde out a doke for every rayne 19 - 

What perfon is there that beareth more fwaie 

In all maner of matters at this prefent daye 

Throughout the whole world, though of fymplc degree, 

And oi fmall power to fight fhee feeme for to bee I 

Confider all trades and condicions of lyfe, 

Then (hall you perceive that Hypocriile is rife 

To all kinde of men, and of every age, 

So farre as their yecres them therein may geve knowledge : 

Lo, here a large fielde, where at length hee may walke, 

Who lift of this matter at the full for to talke. 

To declare of what power, and of what efficacie, 

In every age, countrey and time is Hypocrifie. 

But I may not about fuche fmall pointes now ftande, 

The affaires they be greater that 1 have in hande. 

Ignorance is the caufe that I fo longe tarie heere, 

And beholde where the blinde buflard doth appeere. 

Come on, thou groiTe headed knave, thou whorofon aflfe, I fay, 

Where haft thou ben fence wee departed to-day ? 

Enter Ignoraunce. 

lgn$raunce. 
Where have I ben, quod you ? mary even there I was, 
Whereas I would have geven an hundred pounde, by the Maflc, 
To have ben here ; for never fence the day I was borne 
Was I fo neere hande in peeces for to have ben tome* 
For as I was going up and downe in the ftreete, 
To fee if I coulde with Hypocrifie meete, 
Beeholde afarre of I began to efpie 
. That heretike New Cuftome. with another in his companie* 
As foone as they fawe mee, they hyde them apace, 
Came towardes, and met mee full in the face. 
I am glad wee have founde you then, quod this heretike 

knave, 
For you, and your fellowe, this day fought wee have 
In every place, and now cannot you flie ; 
And with thefe woordes both they came vejy nie. 

*9 She can finde out a cloke for tvtry raync] A Proverb. Tu hai man- 
tijlo di ogni acqua. S. 

Whereat 
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Whereat I fo feared, I may tell you playne, 
That I thought at that howre I fliould have ben flayne. 
This is he, quod th6 variety of whom I tolde you of lag, 
An enemie of the trewth, add incenfed with hare 
Again ft God and his Churche, and an imrie of Hypocrifie, 
A, foe to the gofpell, and to trewe divinitie. 
Thou lyelt, hereqque,'quod I, and naught elles coulde I fay, 
But brake qvilckely from them/ and hither came away. 

Ferwcrfe Doftrine. 
Who is hee that was with him* Simplicities canft thou tell ? 

fgnOr dunce. 
Not I fure, but fome call him the light of the Gofpell. 
A good perfonable fellowe, and in countenaunce fo bright, 
That I cdulde not beholde him in the vifage aright. 

Perverfe DoHrine. 
Goddes precioufe woundes, that flave ! marie fie on him, 
fie! 
Body of our Lorde, is he come into the countrye ? 
2 thinke all the Jieretiquts in the worlde have taken in handfe, 
By fome folemne othe to pefter this lande* - 
With their wicked fcifmes, and abhominable feezes, 
i$ow a vengeance on them all, and the devyll breake their; 

neck'es. 
Light of the Gofpell ! light of a ftraw ; yet what ever hee bee, 
I wold hee were hanged as hie as I can fee. 

Ignoraunce. 
What) have you hearde of him before this ? 

Per&erfe Do&rine* 
Heard of him i yee* that have I often I wis. 
If there be any in the worlde, it is this horefon theefe, 
Beleeve me, Simplicities that will worke us the mifchiefc. 
Hath that fame new Jack gotte him fuche a mate ? 
Now With all my heart a peftilence on his pate* 
I woulde they were both hanged fa i rely together. 
Or dies were at the devill, I care not muche whether. 
For fince thefe Gtnevian do&ours came fo fad: into this lanjle, 
Since that time it was never merie with Englande. 
Firft came New. Guftome, and hee gave the onlay *% 
And fithens tfiinges have gone worfe every day, 

*° tbt 6faj] i. c. the wifet. S. 

S * But 
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But Simplicitie, doft thou knowe what is mine intent? 

Ignor ounce. 
Tell mee, and I (hall knowe what' you hare ment, 

Perverfe Doctrine. 
Our matters with Creweltie our friende to difcufie, 
And to here him, whatcounfcll in this cafe hee will geve us* 
And this is the caofe I have taried for thee, 
Becaufe that to him I would have thee goe with mee. 
But fee where hee commeth with Avarice fadlv walking, 
Let us liftcn, if wee can, whereof they be talkinge. 


mm 
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Creweltie, Avarice cntre. Perverfe Doctrine, and Ignorauncc • 

tarie. 

Grcwekit. 

NAY, by Godde's harte, if I might doe what I lift, 
Not one of them all that (hould fcape my fift. 
His nayles ", I would plague them one way or another* 
1 would not miffe him, no, if hee were mine owne brother* 
With fmall faultes I might beare as I fawe occafion, 
And puniihe, or forgeve, at mine owne difcretion, 
For I wote that fometime the wifcfl may fall ; 
But herefie, fie on that, that is the greateft of all. 
Every ftockes mould be full, every prifon and jayle. , 
Some would I beate with roddes, fome fcorge at a carte's taylc. 
Some hoyfe their heeles upwarde, fome beate in a facke, 
Some manickle their fingers, fome binde in <he racke. 
Some would I fterve for hunger, fome would I hange prmtie, 
Saying, that themfelves fo dyed defperately. 
Some would I accufe of matters of great weight, 
Openly to hange them as trefpalfours ftreight. 
A thoufand mo waies could 1 tell, and not mifle, 
Whiche here in England, I may fay to you, I have pra&Hed ere 
this, 

ax Hh nayles J i.e. God's nails. So afterwards "By his wounds"'— 
u His blood"— without repetition of the facred nam* by* Way 'of intra* 
du&ioa* S, 

And 
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And truft by his woundes, Avarice, fome agayne for to trie, 
Haw fo ever the world goe before that I die. 

Avarice* 
Now I will tel thee, Creweitie, by Godde's facrament I have 
fvvore, 
It were pittic but thou were hanged before. 

Creweitie, 

Ha, ha, ha ; I had as ll^ie they were hanged as I. i 

By the mafle, there is one thing makes me laugh hartely, ha, 
ha, ha. 

Avarice. 
I pray thee what is that ? 

Crevnehie. 
What ? ha, ha, ha ; I cannot tell for laughinge, I wold never 
better paftime defire, * 
Then to here a dofen of them howling together in the fier ; 
Whofe rloyfe, as my thinketb, I could bed compare 
To a crie of houndes folowing after the hare, 
Or a rablement of bandogges barking at a beare, ha, ha, ha. 

Avarice* 
I befhrew thy knaves fingers with my very hearte, 
The devill will reward thee, whofe darling thou arte. 
But, firra r I pray thee, if it had chanced me in thofe daies in 

• thy handes to have fel, 
I thinke, fure, thou wouldft have ordred mee well. 

Creweitie. 
His blpud, I would I might have once feene that chaunce, 
I would have vext thee with a vengeaunce, for olde acquaint* 
ance. ' 

Avarice. 
Why fo ? I was alwaies thy furderer in thofe daies, I am fure. 

Creweitie. 
Yee, but what was the caufe ? thine owne profit to procure.' 
For fo that thou mighteft vauntage and lucre obtaine, 
Thou wouldeft not fiicke to bring thine owne brother to 
payne. 

Avarice. 
Ha, ha, ha ; no, nor father and mother, if there were ought 
to be got, 
Thou mighteft fweare, if I coula 1 , I would bring them to the 
pot. 

S 3 Whereof : 
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Whereof a like hiftorie I (hall tell thee, Creweltie, 

In Englande, which my (elf plaied in the dates of queens 

Marie **. 
Twoo brothers there were dwelling, young gentilmen, but the 

heyre 
Had fubftanciall revenewes, his ftocke alfb was fatre ; 
A man of good confidence, and ftudious of the gofpell. 
Which the other brother perceiving very well, 
Perfwaded him by all meanes, fince he was fo bent, 
To be conftant in opinion, and not to relent, 
Which done, hee gave notice to the officers about, 
Howe they mould come with fearche to find his brother out } 
Who, when hee was once in this forte apprehended, 
Shortly after his life in the fier hee ended. 
The other had the mod part of all his lyvinge. 
, How faift, fir knave ? is not this the nere way to thriving; I 

Grewfkie* 

unreafonahle Avarice, unfaciable with gayne, 

. jfaarice. 
What, this ? tufhe, it was but a merie trayne. 

Crnvthit. 
For Inker's fake his owne brother to betraye t 
Hence, Judas, with thefe doinges I can not awaye *?« 

Avarice* 

1 was ever with him, (till readie at hande, 
Continually fuggefHng of the houfe and the lande. 
And yet to tell you the trueth, as in deede the thinge is, 
Of my confcience I thinke the belt part was his* 

** In Englande, which myjelf flaled in the dates of aueene Marie] Iq 
Foxe's third Volume of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, 1631, p. 799, is an ac- 
count of- one Richard Woodman, who was burnt at Lewes, with nine 
others, on the 2 id of June, 1557. The circumftances attending his ap- 
prehenfion refemble thofe above.mehtioned, and feem to be the fame aJU 
luded to by the Auchor of this Morality. 

*3 I cannot awaye] An expreflion or diflike or averfion »fed by almol^ 
every writer of the times. Ben Jonfon's Cynthia's Revels, A. 4. S. 5. 
" Of all nymphs i'the court, I cannot away wetb her \" 

Poetafter, A. 3. S. 4. " — and do not bring your eating player with 
" you there j / cannot away with him." 

Bartholomew Fair, A. 1. S.. 6. (i Good i'faith, I will eat heartily too, 
" becaufe I will be no Jew, / could never away with that ftiff-necked ge- 
« pcrarjon." 

(Zrewelt:e m 
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Crewehie* 
By Godde's glorious wounds, hec was worthy of none ; ' 
But thou to be whipped for thy greedie fuggeftion. 

Avarice* 
Ilarte of God, man, be the meanes better or worfe, 
1 paiTe not, I, fo it be good for the purfe, ha, ha, ha. - 

Perverfe DoHrine, 
y If you love the purfe fo well, Avarice, as you fay indeede, 
Then helpe raee with your councell now at a neede. 

Avarice* 
What, Perverfe Dodrine, and Ignoraunce too, were you 
both fo neere ? 
Wee had thought at our comming that no man had ben heere. 

Ignoraunce. 
Wee have ben in this place ever fince that you flaide, - 
And wee have hearde alfo what fo ever you have fayde, 

Creweltie. 
Welcome bothe, on my faith, and I am glad it was our 
chaunce 
To meete with you here, Perverfe Doctrine, and Ignoraunce. 
Whie, how gothe the worlde ? my thinkes you be fad. 

Perverfe Doclrine. 
Mary, God have mercie, but there is fmall caufe to be glad : 
For excepte you come Ipeedely with your helping hande, 
No doubt wee fhall (hortly be banifhed the lande. 

Avarice* 
Whie fo, Perverfe Doctrine ? 

Creweltie* 
x I pray thee, let mee underftande. 

Perverfe Do&rine, 
Whie fo } you knowe howe fince herifie came lately in placet 
And New CufUme, that vile fcifmatique, began to deface 
All our olde doings, our fcrvice, our rites, that of yore 
Have bene of great price in the olde time before : 
Our felves have been enforced almoft for to five 
The countrie, or elfe covertly in fome corner to lye* 

Crewehie. 
By the Mafle that is trewe, for I dare not appeere, 
Who fo ever would geve mee twenty pounds landes by the 
yeere* 

S 4 Avarice, 
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Avarice. 
Ha, ha, ha; by Godde's foote, and I was never in better 

cafe in roy lif, 
' For covetoufnes with the clergie was never (b rife. 
Wherefore I have no caufe in fuche fort to be greeved, 
Yet I woulde 1 could tell, firs, how you might be relieved, 

Pervcrfe Do&rine. 
Nowe, firha, to mende up this matter withall : 
Frecioule God, it frettes mee to the very galL 
For now of late that Have, that varlet, that heretique, Righto 

of the Gofpell, 
Is come over the fea, as fame credibly tell, 
Whom New Cuftome doth ufe in all matters as a fiaie t 
The moil ennemie to us in the worlde alway ; 
Whofe rancour is fuche, and fo great is his fpighty 
That no doubt bee will firaigbtway baniihe us quight, 
Unleffe wee provide fome remedie for the contrary, 
And with fpeede ; this is treuth that I tell thee, Creweltie. 

Creweltie* 
His woundes, hart and bloud, is he come without any 
nave ? 

Ignoraunce. 
, Yee verely, for with thefe eyes I fawe him to daye. 

Creweltie. 
Now I would hee were here, J woulde fo drefle the Have, ' 
That I warrant hee (hould beare mee a marke to his grave* 
Firfl I woulde buffet him thus, then geve him a fall ; 
.After warde I would daihe out his bray nes at the wall. 

Avarice* 
Holde your handes, you rude knave, or by Godde's bodie 
I fweare, 
I wyll quickely fetche my fift from your eare. 

Perverfe DoHrine. 
Tufrie, tuflie. it availes naught to chafen, or to chide, 
It were more wifedome with fpeede fome redreffe tp provide. 

Creweltie. 
Redreffe ? nowe by Godde's guttes, I will never ftaye, 
Tyll I finde meancs* to ridde the beail out of the waye. 
I wyll cut him pf the ilampambes, I holde him a crowne, 
^here fo ever I meete him, in countrie, or towne. 

Jgnoraunce % 
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Ignoraunce. 
What order you will take, it were beft make relation, 
For rnoe vymes, as you knowe, may do better than one. 

Creweltie, 
I wyll do then what fo ever fhall come in my head, 
I force, not I z \ fo the vyftaine were dead. 

Jgnoraunce. 
An<} of my furtherance, whatsoever I may do, you be furc f 
Your good ftate againe, if I cap, to procure, 
With ray uttermoft help to fupprefle yonder rafcalj, 
for by the mafie, you papifts I like belt of all. 

Perverfe Dogrine, 
Then can wee not doo amifle, I conjecture lightly, 
For where as al thefe come, Perverfe Doctrine, Avarice, Ignp? 

rauqce, and Creweltie : 
There goeth the hare, except ^11 good lucke gqe awrie. 
JJut, firs, it is good, left your names you dilcrie, 
To tranfpofe them after foroe other kinde, 
Els bee fure with the people much hatred to flnde T 
As for Perverfe Doctrine, Sounde Doctrine ; for Ignoraance f 

Simplicitee ; 
With thefe coulours, of late, our felves ^loked have wee* 

Creweltie* 
What then ihall I, Creweltie, bee called in your judge* ' 
ment f 

Perverfe DoHrine. 
Mary, Juftice with Sevaritie, a vertue moft excellent. 

Avarice* 
What will you terme Avarice, I pray you let mee heare ? 

Perverfe Dottrine. 
Even Frugalitie, for to that vertue it commeth moft neare. 

Avarice. 
.Contente by Jus woundes, I, but wee 'muft look to ouj? 
feete, 
Leaft wee ftumble in thefe names wfyen fo.ever wee meete. 

Perverfe Doftrine* 
Yea, fee you take heede to that in any manner of cafe," 
So may you delude the people in every place. 

*4 I force, not I,] i. e. I care not. Camden in his Remains fays,-— « I 
f force not of fuch fooleries." Shakfpeare has the fame phrafe. S. 

Creweltif* 
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Creweltie* 
Come then, it is time hence that away wee depart©, 

Ignor ounce. 
Wee are redie to follow with a mod wyllyng hart. 

Avarice* 
But, firs, becaufe wee have taried fo longe, 
If you bee good fellowes, let us depart with a fonge, 

Crevoeltic. 
I am pleafed, and therefore let every man, 
Follow after in order as well as hee can* 

Well handled, by the made, on every fide. 
Come, Avarice, for wee twoo will no longer abide. 

[ Exit Crewehie an4 Avarice, 
Perverje Definite, 

Farewell to you bothe, and God fende you fucceife| 
Suche as may glad us all in your prefent bufinefle. 
Now they bee departed, and wee may not tary, 
For it licth us upon all to bee ilurryng, by S. Mary. 
New Cuftome prevayleth much every where, 
But, no matter, they bee fooles that do geeve him fuche eaie. 
Let old cuflome prevayle rather, it is better than new, 
This all will confefle, that thinke fcripture is true. 
Doo as thy fathers have doone before thee (quoth hee) 
.Then (halt thou bee certayne in the right way to bee. 
And fure that is better then to followe the trayne 
That eche man inventeth of his owne proper brayne. 
Whiche hath brought the worlde to this cafe, as wee fee» 
That every day wee heere of fome notorious herefie. 
Yet all is the Gofpell, whatever they (ay. 
Well, if it chaunce that a dogge hath a daye, 
Woe then to New Cuftome, and all his mates, tufhe, tuflie^ 
No man the Gofpell will efteeme then a rufhe. 
What will that other heretik do, Light of the Gofpel, I pray ? 
Dare not once ihewe his face more than we at this day. 
But come, Ignoraunce, let us follow after apace, 
For wee have abidden ail to long in this place. 

Ignoraunce. 
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Ignoraunfe. 
l*t us go then, but by the mafle, I am yengeance drie f 
J pray let us drinke at the ale-houfe herebie. 

Perverfe DoBrine. 
Content in fayth, thither with fpeede let us fyic, 
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ACTUS III. «CENA I. 

Light of the Gofpell, New Cuftome, Peryerfe PoArine, 

Light of the Goftxlh 
'■* H E Y be not this way, as farre as I can fee : 
*■" Unleffe they have hidden thera felves up privtlie. 
For in prefence of Light of the Gofpel, and Primative Con* 

ftitution, 
Undoubtedly fuch reprobates can have no habitation. 

New Cuftome* 
Verely I do finde it fo even as you have faide, 
For at your fight they all flie away as difmaide. 
Wherefore I have great caufe to geeve you thankes, Light 
Qf the Gofpell, that put thus my enemies to flight. 

Light of the Gofpell. 
Nay, they be my enemies alfo, that be enemies to you. 
In fo muche as your dealinges be both vertuoufe and true* 
tor what is the gofpell elfe, whereof I am Light ? 
But trewth, equitie, veritic, and right ? 
They be enemies to God too, and all Hers impure, 
Jn fo muche as he is called veritie in the fcripcure. 
And the lying lippes with fpeakers of vanitie, 
The Lorde him felfe will revenge with extremitie. 
put fee, whaj; is, hee that aprocheth fo nie ? 

New Cuftome* 
Of whom I tolde you, it is Pcrverfe Doctrine verelic. 

Light of the Go/fell. 
Then let us a little iteppe out of the waye, 
If haplie wee may heare what hee will fay. 

Perverfe Dodrine* 
A, firrha, by my trothe there is a very good vaine : 
Ljnoraunce hath well lyned his cappe tor the rayne, 

Icouldc 
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I coulde have taried longer tbere with a good wyll, 

But as the proverbe faith; it is good to keepe ftill, 

One head tor the.reckning bothe fober and wife, 

Wherefore in this thinge I have followed that guile* 

Ignoraunce is but a dolte, it is I that mull drudge. 

For neede (they fay) raaketh the olde wife and man both ti} 

trudge. 
Suche fnares wee (hall laye for thefe hcretikes, I trufl, 
That New Cuitome, and his fpllawes, (hall (bone lye in the 

duft. 
If Creweltie may prevaile, hee will never flake, 
Tyll hee have brought a thoufand of them to a flake. 
Avarice hath promifed to do wha^t in him laye, ' 

Who hath ben in greate credite with the worlde alway. 
But if Ignoraunce may get place, there (hall wee do well, 
Then adewe ail idle heretikes, and vaine talke of the goipell. 
For me Pqrverfe Doctrine, thi9 (hall be my fetehe, 
To keepe conftant the mindes of all I can cerche, 
Left thefe glofers fometimes they chaunce to heare preachings 
And thereby be converted, and credite their teachinge. 
For I trufl fbortly to bring it to paffe, 
That leffe knowledge of the Gofpell (hall ferve, by the made. 

Light of the GofpelL 
Let us inclofe him, that hee may not die, 
Elfe wyll hee be gone when hee doth us efpip. 
O impe of Antechrill, and feede of the devyll ! 
jSorne to all wickedneffe, and nufled in all evyll a *. 

Perverfe DoHrine. 
Nay, thou (linking heretike, an thou there in deede? 
Accordinge to thy naughtines. thou mufl lookefor to ipeedp, 

New Cujlame. 
Godde's holie woorde in no wife can be herefie, 
Though fo you terme it never {o falfly. 

Pcrverje Do&rine* 
Yee precioufe whorefon, art thou there tpo ? 
J thinke you have pretended fome harme mee to doo. 
jielpe, helpe, I fay, let mee be gone at once, 
* jUfe I will fmite thee in the face with my fifl, by Godde'g 
bones. x " 

*5 nujled in all *v/7.] i. c. nurfed, fofter'd. S. j 
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New Cuftome. 
You fnuft be contented a little feafon to flay, 
Light of the Gofpell, for your profite, hath fome thing to fay. 

Pervetfe Do8rine. 
I will heare none of your preachinges, I promife you 
playne, * ■ 
For what ever you fpeake, it is but in vayne. 

Light of the Gfiftell 
In vayne it (hall not be fpoken, 1 know very well* 
For God hath alwales geven fuche power to his gofpell, - 
That where ever, or by whom declared it bee, 
It (hall redounde unto bis owne honour and ^lorie. 
God is glorified in thofe whom hee dooth ele&e, 
God is glorified in thofe aho whom hee dooth rejecle* 
The ele&e are faved, by that in the woorde they beeleeve* 
But the other, becaufe no credence thev geeve 
To the truthe, cannot bee but blameable, 
Commyttyng a fault of all faultes moft damnable. 
For, Si adeos mn wniffem, faieth Chrift: our Saviour, 
If I had not come unto them with the worde, this is fure s 
In farre better cafe the unfaithfull had ben, 
For in this one refpeefc they had had no finne* 
But where the trueth is, and yet there contemned, 
Of Chrift his owne mouth all fuche are condempned* 
Thus the gofpell of Chrift, be it received or no, 
Sheweth the glory of God where fo ever it go. 

Pemxrfe DoHrine* 
I were contehte to abide, and knowe your pleafures 
But for bufi&efie, at this time I have no leyfure. 

Light of the Gofpell. 
What Ieifure ought a man at all times more to have, 
Then to endevowr bothe his body and &wle. for to fcvet 

Nnv Cujiome. - 
For that care, all other cares wee mull fe* afide. 

PerVerfe Doftrine, 
Say on then, for paciently I minde to abide. 

Light of the Gofpell. ' 
Not <o hear* what is ipoken is onely fuflkient, 
But to put it in praftife with fiacere intent 

What 
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What (b ever is taught us concerning good doing* 
Expreffing it plainely in our vertuoufe lyving. 

Pemxrfe DoHrine. 
Whie? what would you Have mee in living exprefle ? 

Ugbt of the Gofpeli-. 
Even the gofpeli, which is nothing elfe, doubtlefie* 
But amendment of life, and renouncing of" finne : 
With difpleafure toward your felfe for the faultes you were itu 

Perverft. DoHrine* 
How (hall I difpleafe my felfe in finne I Would knowe? 

Light of the GoffxlL 
In considering that nothing bringeth man to lowe 
Out of Godde's favour, as finne ; nothing fetteth him (6 hie* 
As lothing the fame, and calling to him for his mefcie, 

Perverfe DoHrine. 
Verely I am forie for my forepafied demeanour, 
But that can not availe mee but little* I am fure. 

Light of the Gofpeli. 
Whie think you fo ? boldely tell me your minde* 

Perverje DoHrine. 
Becaufe Godde's mercie is farre enough behinde* 

Light of the Gofpeli. 
Godde's mercie is at hande, if you repent faithfully* 

Perverfi DoHrine. 
I repent my finnes, and for them am forie hartely t 
But how (ball I be fure mercie for to obtaine ? 

Light of the GoflxU. 

Credite mee trewly , for my woordes are not vaine* 
I am Light of the Gofpeli, and have full authoring 
To pronounce to the penitent forgivenefie of iniquities 
So that in afking, you put your aflurance to fpeede, 
Then no doubt you have obtained mercie in deede* 

Perver/e DoHrine. 
This aflurance, how cometh it ? declare,! pray yort* 

Light of the Gofpeli. 
In thinking that Chriit his woordes and promifes are trewej 
And as hee cannot deceive, fo cannot be difceived, 
Which faith of all Chriftians mud nedet be received* 

Perverfe DoHrine. 
What thing is fayth ? I pray you recite* 

ftighi 
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Light of the GofpeU. j 

A fubftance of fringes not appering in tight, | 

Yet which wee looke for, for fo fain&e Paule doth define^ 
To the Hebrews, the eleventh chapter and the firft line* 

Perverfe Do&rine. 
How to purchafe this faith, I would I could tell. 

Light rf the Gofpell. 
Certeinly by mee alfo, the Light of the Gofpell $ 
For fayth commeth by the woorde, when we reade or heare^ 
As by the fame fain£t Paule it doth plainely eppere. 

Perverfe Doftrine* 
Geve mee leave then to embrace you, I pray you hartely. 

Light of the Gofpell. 
With all my very heart, I receive you courtefelyv 

Perverfe Doctrine. 
To thee I geve moil humble thankes, O God immortall, 
That it hath pleafed thee, mee from my wickednefle to call; 
And where as I deferved no mercie, but judgement, 
Yet to powre downe thy pardon on mee molt aboundant, 
Revoking mee from reprobates, and members of hell, 
To win mee in focietie with the Light of the Gofpell* 

Light of the GoJpeU. 
Stande up, there is fome what elfe yet behynde. 

Perverfe DoBrine* 
I wholly yelde my felfe to you, ufe me after your minde* 

Light of the Gofpell. 
Perverfe Do&rine you fhall be calde no more after this, 
But Sincere Doftrine, as now I trull your trewe name is. 

Perverfe Doftrine. 
By Godde's grace, while I live, I will fo endevour. 
That my life and my name may accorde thus for ever. 

Light of the Gofpell 
Then all wicked companie you mull clearte forfake, 
And flie their focietie, as a tode, or a make. 

Perverfe DoHrine. 
I abandon them quite, what fo ever they bee. 

New Cuftome. 
Well, Sincere Do&rine, hearken alfo unto mee, 
Whom needes you muft followe if you wyll do well, 
Since you have imbraced the Light of the Gofpell. 
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I am not New Cuftome, as you have ben milled* 
But am Primitive Coaftitution, from the veric-head 
Of the church, which is Chrift and his difciples all, 
And from the fathers, at that time, taking original!. 
By mee then you muft learne, for jtour owne beheaft* 
And for all vocations what is judged the bell. 

Perverfe DvMrim. 

I receave you gladly, with thankes, for ybur jenrlenes* 
At your handes craving earnestly for my trefpaa fdrgyvene*. 

New Cuftome. 

It is eafly forgeven. 

Ptrveife Dt&ritte. 

Now as touching my apparell, what councell do you give ? 
For I fee well that in the constitution primitive, 
They ufed no fuche garment as I have on heare, * 

But fafliioned it after fome other maner. 

New Cuftome, 

So did the}' trewly, I confefle it in deede ; 
But in fuche things a man ought not to take fo greate heed<* 
For the wearing of a gowne, cap* or any other garment, 
Surely is a matter, as mee feemeth, indifferent, 
Howbeit, wyfe Princes, for a difference to be had, 
Hath commaunded the clafgie in fuche forte to be clad } 
But hee who puttes his religion in wearing the thing, 
Or thinkes him felfe more holly for the contrarie doing, 
Shall prove but a foole, of what ever condition 
Hee bee, for fure that is but meere fuperftition* 
Other thinges there be which have ben abufed, 
Tollerable enough, if well they were u(ed : 
Wherefore ufe your apparell, as is comely and decent, 
And not againlr. fcripture any where in my judgement. 

Light of the Gojpett. 

No fure : for God waieth not, who is a fprite, 
Of any vefture, or outward appearance a mite, 
So the confcience be pure, and to no fin a (lave, 
That is all which hee moil gladly would have. 

Nenv Cuftome, 

Well, thefe having declared, and fufficiently taught, 
And I truft on your psute perceaved as they ought : 
By your pacience, I mind to departe for a feafon. 
. * • Light 
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Light of the GofpelL 
If your bufineffe bee fo, it is but reafou, 

N&wCuftome, 
With great thankcs unto you, Light of the Gofpell, for the 
jentlene* I have found 
At your handts, as of due defert I am bound* 

Light of the Gopll. 

The Lorde be your guide whither fo ever you departe. 

Perver/e Do&rine* 
Humble thankes, fir, I yelde you from the bottome of my 
hearte. 
Albeit in this parte fo fmall be my ikyll, 
That I may not performe them according to my wyll. 

Nc*w Cuftome. 
The peace of God be with you both for fever more* [Exit. 

Edification entretbm 

Where fo ever Light of the Gofpell goeth before, 
There t Edification do followe incontinent, 
As unto the fame a neceiTary confequent ; 
For though the letter alwaies woorke not that effecl, 
Yet fureiy in the congregation of Godde'^s elect, 
Where the light and force taketh place, there Edification 
Of all right muft I make my habitation* 
Endevour then alwaies mee to retaine, 
So (hall your doctrine not be gyven in vayne. 

Per&erfi Do&rine. ' 
I receive you mod gladly ; and I truft in the Lorde, 
That for ever hereafter wee (ball well accorde. 

Edification* 
I truft fo. 

Light rfthe GoJpeU. 
Fare you well, now you are not alone, 
For this fmall while I muft needes begone. 
Here, take at my handes this teftament booke, 
And in mine abfence therein I pray you erneftly looke* 

Perver/e DoSlrine* 
Your commandement flial be done, with thankes for yout 

councel. 
Vol. I. T Light 
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